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U.S. TELEVISION MISSOUT 





Tom Mix Rides On 
Program That 


v 


Forever’, Title Of 


Used Only His Name 





Ralston has decided, despite the 
death of Tom Mix, to continue the 
Mix character in its juvenile series 
on the NBC-red. The cowboy star 
never himself appeared on the pro- 
gram. The program's version of Mix 
started out as a mythical character 
and always kept so. Idea that the 
program will project from now on is 
that the ‘spirit of Tom Mix rides on 
forever in the hearts of both young 
and old,’ thereby projecting the late 
film luminary as a legendary char- 
acter. 

On the day (14) Mix was buried 
the program did not clear, by ar- 
rangement of the sponsor and agen- 
cy, Gardner, over its regular Los 
Angeles station, KECA. 





Estate 
Los Angetes, Oct. 22 

Last will of Tom Mix divides his 
estate equally between his widow, 
Mabel Hubbell Mix, and one of his 
two daughters, Mrs. Thomasina Mix 
Mathews. His old horse, Tony, is 
bequeathed, along with his rodeo 
trophies and cowboy equipment, to 
his friend, Ivon D. Parker. 

Four former wives and his other 


(Continued on page 53) 





we 


Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt 
Into Her Hubby’s Job 


Fort Worth, Oct. 22. 

Mrs. Elliott Roosevelt is now 
president of the Texas State Net- 
work and of its board of directors. 
Took over duties after departure of 
her husband for Wright Field in Day- 
ton, Ohio, where he assumed duties 
as a captain in the United States 
Army Air Corps. 

H. A. Hutchinson will exercise ac- 
tive management of the web’s broad- 
casting activities. 


TWO PATRIOTIC 
SONGS TOP U. 8. 
BEST SELLERS 


For the first time since 1918 two 
patriotic tunes top the sheet best 
seller list. They are ‘God Bless 
America’ and ‘Shout Wherever You 











English Kids Talk To 
Parents via NBC; Great 
Heart-Tug Broadcasts 


Americans have twice listened 
with tight throats as groups of Eng- 


lish children now on this side spoke | 


overseas to their parents through 
the facilities and by arrangement 
of NBC. Last Thursday (17) was 
the second of the two occasions ar- 
ranged by Abe Schecter, special 
events director of the American net- 
work. It drew Paramount and Pathe 
newsreels and, at the London end, 


Life magazine took photographs of | 


the parents. 


George Hicks handled the kiddies | 
in New York and Fred Bate mus- | 


tered the fathers and mothers in 
(Continued on page 45) 


25c-Cabaret for B’way, 
Billy Rose’s New Idea 


A ‘two-bit cabaret’ is Billy Rose’s 
idea for a mass-capacity nitery on 
Broadway, as his next 
Quoting his N. Y. Fair’s Aquacade 
and Diamond Horseshoe, mid-Man- 
hattan cafe, as the best answer that 
mass turnover at pop prices pays 
big dividends, Rose feels that the 
S¢ cabaret, actually a glorified 
dancehall, should net plenty. 
pecially with the soft drinks, sand- 
Wiches, etc., to supplement the two- 
bit gate. 

A West 52d spot, now a rink, may 
= the setup, although Rose last sea- 
On had his eye on the International 
mene, which has since become a 
°nd clothing store. 


venture. | 


Es- | 


|} Are, I Am an American.’ 
| The Irving Berlin number has been 
No. 1 several times, but it’s the first 
|time that the Mercer & Morris song, 
DI Am an American,’ published over 
'a year later than the other, has 
reached second place. Jobbers are 
lof the opinion that the M & M num- 
'ber is likewise destined for No. 1 
place and sustained counter call. 
Sale of brass band arrangements of 
|‘ Am an American’ has already 
| gone over the 3,500-mark, something 
unusual these days in that source of 
business. 





‘PRO FOOTBALL’S ACTS 
BETWEEN THE HALVES 


Washington, Oct. 22. 


| 
j 
| 
j 


Professional football has appar- 
ently decided to do something about 
| those stage waits between the halves 
|—and that’s how variety acts will 
cash in. First variety performer 
to get such bookings is Pansy the 
Horse (two men and a girl) which 
appeared at a Washington (Red- 


skins) game in the capital two weeks 
ago. 

George Marshall owner of the 
| Washington pro team, is something 


‘of a showmen, which explains the | 


booking. Now Dan Topping (hus- 
band of Sonja Henie) wants to fol- 
low suit for his Brooklyn Dodgers. 
He’s dickering for Pansy the Horse 
as an entra’acte for the Dodgers- 
N. Y. Giants Game at Ebbetts Field 
Nov. 3. 

| Footbali's first real dash of show- 
'manship, however, came a_ few 
| years ago, when Southern Methodist 
| University of Texas bust out with a 
| real hot swing band to serenade the 
' customers. 





COULD OVERCOME 
ENGLAND'S LEAD 


But, After a Spurt of Pro- 
gress, American Television 
Is Now Practically at 
Standstill — Think RCA 
Might Seek Alliance With 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


——__— 


COLOR CONFUSES 








The United States may be throw- 
| ing away the ‘great opportunity it 
\had to wrest television leadership 
from Great Britain. When war was 
declared in September, 1939 a first 
casualty was. British television. 
Likewise in Germany, and as far as 
is known, Russian television experi- 
ments ceased. The path was open 
for the United States and for a time 
it looked like the Yankees would 
carry the ball for a touchdown. 


However, recent events have 


(Continued on page 55) 


CROSBY TIRED 
OF GAB BUT 
STICKS 


Although Bing Crosby has ex- 
| pressed himself as anxious to get off 
| Kraft Music Hall and instead work 
|on a program where he would mere- 


| ly have to sing, no one has been au- 
|thorized by him to submit him to 
another sponsor. He is bound to 
Kraft, through the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency, for at least another five 














years. 


Rumor that Crosby had made him- 


self available for another account 
resulted from the action of a New 
York talent agency. This talent of- 
fice offered Crosby to F. Ward 
Wheelock for Campbell Soup. When 
Everett Crosby, the singer’s man- 


ager, heard about it he called Whee- 
lock and informed him that Bing 
was tied up and that he didn’t know 
when, if ever, he would be available 
to any one except Kraft. 

Some time ago some one, not con- 
1 ected with Lord & Thomas, ap- 
proached Everett Crosby about a 
deal for his brother with Lucky 
Strike. There was lots of conversa- 
tion on this proposal but nothing 
came of it. 

Crosby is reported to have asked 
Thompson for a release from his con- 
tract several months ago, because he 
felt that he had been on the Kraft 
show long enough and because he 
was tired of doing so much crosstalk 
(every week. 


slowed American television down to| 


os 


Chaplin’s Rebuttal 


to Film Critics’ 


Cool Reception of His ‘Dictator’ 





Looking for $1,000,000 
Worth of New Faces 


‘I’m in town to buy $1,000,000 
worth of actors,’ says Billy Grady, 
Metro studio’s talent scout, ‘but 
they’re tough to find.’ He’s heading 
back to the Coast over the weekend. 

Grady keynotes a renewed daniel- 
booneing for new faces, which is 
Hollywood’s challenge to the charge 
that interest in pictures is on the 
downbeat. 


DINS T0 BOOM 
IF WEBS BAN 
ASCAP? 


Phonograph record companies are 
preparing for a huge increase in 
business should the American So- 
ciety of Composers,- Authors and 
Publishes and the broadcasters fail to 
get together on a new licensing con- 
tract by Jan. 1. Besides new dance 
tunes, the heavy call is expected to 
come on folios containing the show 
numbers of Victor Herbert, Jerome 
Kern, Sigmund Romberg and George 
Gershwin. 

It has not yet been decided 
whether the promotion put out by 
these companies will make capital of 
the circumstances that much of the 
}recorded music is not available on 
|the networks and major stations. 
Two of the companies, Columbia 
Phonograph and Victor, are related 
to networks, the first as a subsid- 
iary (CBS) and the latter as a sister 
corporation to NBC. 


BLAME JUKEBOXES, PIX 
FOR KIDS’ BOOZE HABITS 


Waterbury, Conn., Oct. 22. 
Jukeboxes are driving the dance- 











| 














mad ‘teen age lads and lassies of 
America into taverns where they end 
up as ‘full-fledged customers of 
whiskey and gin,’ charged Mrs. Anna 
M. DeYo, secretary of Women’s 


Christian Temperance Union at a 
| State convention held here last week. 
'She slammed liquor traffic’s work 
on the ‘youth of America,’ and asked 
the removal of all jukeboxes in 
liquor houses. 

| Another attack was leveled at the 
|picture industry whence comes a 
steady stream of propaganda for 
liquor, according to Mrs. DeYo. She 
cited figures in Advertising Age, 
trade journal, which showed that in 
| 140 pictures studied over a period of 
| several weeks, 113 contained drink- 
_ing scenes. Champagne bouts led the 


(Continued on page 53) 


By HERB GOLDEN 
Charles Chaplin, sometimes heat- 
| edly, sometimes resignedly, always 
appearing just a bit tired, came to 


the defense Monday (21) of five 
| year’s labor. ‘The Great Dictator,’ 
probably more one man’s picture 
than any other in history, had been 
smitten by. the critics and, like a 
| mother cat springing to defense of 
| her brood, Chaplin took up arms 
\for his offspring. 
| As Varrery, in an interview, 
brought up point after point of ob- 
jection registered by one reviewer 
or another in the New York papers, 
the trade press and elsewhere, the 
|man who had gained a reputation 
as the world’s premiere comic ex- 
plained away each one. Never be- 
fore greeted by the critics with less 
than unstinted praise, Chaplin’s re- 
action to the treatment of ‘The Dic- 
tator’ was that it failed to please 
the reviewers completely because it 
didn’t follow their preconceived 
ideas of what it was to be. 

‘The critics misunderstood,’ he de- 
clared, ‘because they had a precon- 


(Continued on page 4) 


‘Sarnoff Sees Radio 
Leaving Itself Behind 
In Another 5 Years 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Five years from now the radio of 
‘today will have become obsolete, 
technical progress is moving so fast. 

That’s what David Sarnoff, RCA and 
NBC headman, told Veteran Wire- 
'less Operators of America, who 
tossed him a luncheon last week. 
|To this prediction he added, ‘I’ve 
been saying that every five years 
|now for some time and it has al- 
| ways happened.’ 

Among the luncheon guests was 
Fred Sammis, who gave Sarnoff his 
first Job as an office boy with the 
old Marconi company. Network 
nabobs and engineering heads made 
up the bulk of the attendance. 




















Draft Day Eve Ushers 
In N. Y. Nitery Upbeat 


Starting with last Tuesday night 
(15), the New York niteries started 
booming in almost wartime manner. 
For an early weekday, business was 
extraordinarily long, late and bull- 
ish, especially in the more popular- 
priced spots catering to the young 
people. Bonifaces finally concluded 
'that because of the Wednesday (16) 
draft, the night before was a sort of 
escapology celebration, but it has 
kept up since. 

The Chaplin dual premiere at the 
Astor and Capitol on Broadway sent 
the chi-chi customers into the class 
joints, but the real whoopee of ab- 
,normal proportions was noted in the 
un-Morocco and un-Morte Carlo 
type places. 
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Youre in the Army Now 


— 





They had it all figured out, did a 
cians, how to beat the draft. 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
dozen or so of the town’s top musi- 


Down San Pedro way the U. S. Marines 


would welcome their enlistment as bandmen, so they were told and 


s0 they joined up. 


It was one of those hitches where the tooters had 


to show up only once every two weeks for practice, That, the head 
schemer informed them, would not interfere with their work in town 
and at the same time put them in the service, impervious to conscript. 


Last week the boys with the horns got the jolt of their lives. 


An 


official communique came through from Washington ordering the band 


to Panama for nine months. 








: Benny Goodman's Negro Talent 


Adds Cootie Williams From Ellington—Earl Hines 
Another Possibility 





Benny Goodman last week signed | 
Cootie Williams, standout trumpet | 
player with Duke Ellington, to be} 


a specialist in his brass section. Con- 
tract runs for 52 weeks at $200 per | 
with Williams remaining with Ell-' 
ington for another week. He turned 
in a two weeks notice Thursday (17). 


Williams has been with Ellington 
for at least 13 years having been a 
member of that band when it played 
its first Cotton Club in 1927. With 
Goodman he'll join Bernie Layton, 
piano, from Raymond Scott; Harry 
Jaeger, drums, from Ben Pollack and 
Red Nichols; Sam Donahue, sax, 
from Jan Savitt; Gus Bivona, sax 
and clarinet, who recently gave up 
his own band; Artie Bernstein, base, 
and Charlie Christians, guitar, both 
former B.G. members. Earl Hines, 
colored pianist who recently gave up 
his own band, is a possibility, in- 
stead of Teddy Wilson, who remains | 
with his own group at Cafe Society, 
N. as 

Goodman’s longhair work is 
widening. Beside scheduled dates 
at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Dec. 12 and 
13 he’ll do another with the Roches- 
ter Philharmonic Nov. 17. 
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Metro’s New Family 


Hollywood. Oct. 22. 

Metro is starting a new family 
series, ‘Keeping Company,’ with Ann 
Rutherford and John Shelton in the 
leads and Frank Morgan and Irene 
Rich supporting. 

Morgan is bicycling around the lot, 
with other roles in ‘The Wild Man 
of Borneo’ and ‘Ziegfeld Girl.’ 


HARRY FENDER PREFERS 
TO REMAIN POLICEMAN 


St. Louis, Oct. 22. 
Harry Fender, who tossed over- 
board a stage career for that of a cop 











IT’S ALL THE SAME 





Mark Hellinger, 
week for his first visit 


once so much a part, summed up the 
changes in a jigger Monday (21) 
after weekending in the old joints: 

‘Same signs, same number of 
bulbs, different advertisers.’ 


Warner Bros. producer, who still 
writes a Surday page for the New 
York Journal-American, returns to 
ithe Coast on Nov. 3. His next as- 
signment to go into work will prob- 
ably be ‘The Fabulous ’30s,’ more or 
less a sequel to ‘Roaring ’20s,’ which 
he wrote and produced. One of two 
other stories in preparation may be 
jslipped in first, however, he said. 
They are ‘Affectionately Yours’ with 
Errol Flynn and ‘The Dealer’s Name 
Was George’ with George Raft. 

Hellinger disclosed a much-changed 
attitude toward Hollywood from 
that when he left New York. ‘I was 
one of those wise newspaper guys 
then who theught. nobody in pic- 
j}tures knew what he was doing. I’ve 
|found out different. The film in- 
dustry is just like any other, only 
a bigger.’ 

Oducer declared he thinks the 
reason many newspapermen go to 
Hollywood and fail to click is that 
they are not properly apprenticed 
when they arrive. They are too 
likely to be handed a writing job 
without having any knowledge of the 
special technique involved in screen 
scrivening, he said. Hellinger as- 
serted he felt himself particularly 
lucky on this score because he was 
given an opportunity to work on 10 
‘B’ pictures in close association with 
Bryan Foy before being handed his 
first big assignment. 











and who has been upped from a mo- 
torcycle stint to that of a detective- | 
sergeant, last week took another step 
upward when he was assigned to} 
head the gambling squad. Joining 
the local constabulary in 1931 as a 


O'KEEFE GETS 


SKYCHASER 


TO MARK HELLINGER 


returning last 
in three 
years to Broadway, of which he was 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 
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By Milton Berle 


Writing this column in bed. Am ill—took sick lessons from Madame La 
Grippe. Temperature was so high that my insurance man fainted. 
my bed is a sign, ‘Please refrain from making any nurse.’ 

Louis Sobol was one of my visitors. Asked Sobol if he read my column 
He said, ‘Yeh—are you saving your money?’ I wonder what he meant???" 
(He'll hear from my attorney—as soon as my attorney gets out of Jaw 
school.) 

Lindy’s restaurant was very nice to me. Leo sent over some elegant 
chicken in typical Lindy style—silver fox tablecloths and mink napkins, 

This column is really making me famous. The doorman at the Stork 
now calls me by my first name. 

My brother writes plays nobody will produce, songs nobody wl] sing 
and checks nobody will cash. 

— Broadway Dept. 

Eddie (ex-cabbie) Davis is writing a play—and Broadway Rose is helping 
him with the spelling. 

Asked the headwaiter in a 52d street night spot where the washroom was. 
He said, ‘Don't look now—but you're in it.’ (Great night club—no cover 
charge if you argue.) 

Over to the premiere of the Charlie Chaplin picture at the Capito), 
H. G. Wells, Paulette Goddard, Charlie Chaplin, Jack Oakie, Al Smith and 
| thousands of others. There were so many celebrities that you couldn't get 
in unless you were a member of Screen Actors Guild. The lobby was so 
crowded that everybody had to breathe in unison, 

At ‘21,’ Joan Crawford says to a friend, ‘I just saw your wife with a new 
hat.’ The friend replies, ‘That’s not a new hat—that’s a new wife.’ 

Jack White’s Club 18 is still operating on Daylight Saving Time—but 
the gags are standard. (Which reminds me of a funny joke, and I wish 
I could think of it.) 

Over to the Lyceum, where the marquee reads, ‘George Washington 
Slept Here,’ and you can take it from me, so did many other shows. 

Al Jolson is jealous of my new nose—so he’s having his knees bobbed. 


Holly woodiana 

Jack Oakie in town with his manager, Morris Small. Oakie says that 
before he left the Coast he saw a preview of a picture so bad that they 
should have held the picture and released the actors. 

Last time I was in Hollywood, I went around the golf course with Ann 
Sheridan—boy, were her clubs heavy! 

Definition of a Hollywood marriage: Mumble a few words in church 
and you're married; mumble a few words in your sleep and your're di- 
vorced, 

My last trip to California was for a rest. 
and you know the rest. 


Over 


aw 





I met a blonde on the train— 


Music Dept. 
Rocco Vocco says songs are being written today that haven't been writ- 
ten for hundreds of years. 
Barry Wood is worried about being called in the draft—because the 
Army band hasn't got a fiddle section. 
If Irving and Jack Mills take charge of the draft, my number will be 
on the shelf for years, 


| probationary at $155 per month, Fen- 


der is now dragging down $215 per 
| month against the $1,500 per week 
ihe got on Broadway. 


| He has thumbed down numerous | 
offers to return to the stage and also 
to enter radio. Recently Eddie Can-| Busy bee of the airways last week 
tor passed through this burg and in- | was Walter O’Keefe, if his popping 
jvited Fender to join him on the|in and out of La Guardia Field 


|west coast. The Columbia” Broad- | (N. Y.) meant anything. He climbed 
casting Co. also made offers to Fen- |aboard American Ajrlines’ Night 


Widespread series of shifts in story der for gabbing and acting stints. | Owl at 12:45 a.m. Tuesday (15) for 
departments and literary end of : . hoe Papper wwe bree gg oo gy kited = 
<e: : , | backe ender several Broadway . Louis. That trip was made in 
ere ” taking pince rs the Coast. |shows, recently visited him here. | connection with the m.c.’s mike-doc- 
Most important is addition of Rich- | Fender said he has no urge to return | toring of the Wendell Willkie cam- 
ard Halliday, until recently story 


to the boards. paign. 
editor of Paramount, first in New|! Now 41, Fender tips the beam at 

York and then at the studio, to the 210 pounds, as against the 135 he 
staff of Frank Vincent, Inc. (former- | Weighed when a breakdown forced 
ly Edington-Vincent). He replaces him to leave the stage. A vigorous | 
Ned Brown, who is striking out for Campaign is being made against the | 
himself. Julian C. Blaustein, Halli- | numbers racket here, and Fender's | 
day’s assistant at Par, has already 


current assignment is considered one | 
stepped up to the latter’s place at the 











how, for on Friday (18) he and 
Dwight Deere Wiman headed a 
(Continued on page 53) 


JUST IN CASE 





2 tie ~ + 
of his cut-ins. 


Visited by a radio producer who 
says, ‘Hmmm-——your Crossley was 


Makes Perfect. Paul Small: 
A Girl That Men Forget. 





The office of a smalltime agent in 


Catch me!’ One of his acts looked 


Radio Dept. 
Heard a bandleader on the air the other night who played a 


medley 


No truth to the report-that Howard and Shelton are going off the air 
because their material is too sophisticated. 


picks up my temperature chart and 
never this high’. 


Musical Hangnail Descriptions 
Ned Sparks: V'll Never Smile Again. 
Henny Youngman: The Same Old Story. 
Hit The Road. 
Sam Lyons and Louis Shurr: Trade Winds. 
Observation Dept. 
Two gag-men were arguing in Lindy’s. 
| per, ‘Do me a favor—go to your files and get an exit line.’ 


Hedy Lamarr: That's for Me. 
Peggy Hopkins Joyce: Practice 
Broadway Rose: The Kind Of 


Said one to the other, as a top- 


the Strand Bldg. caught on fire. The 


He got back to New York some- | agent leaned out of the window and yelled, ‘I’m going to jump. Catch me! 


up and yelled, ‘Why should 1? You 


didn’t catch me at the Dyker in Brooklyn last week!’ 


Eavesdropped at Club Cuba: ‘Who—her? 


She was in a terrible accident 


—she was having her face lifted and the derrick broke. 
Eavesdropped at La Conga: ‘They’re going to show his pictures in prisons 


| instead of capital punishment.’ 
All the ladies are wearing those 


| 


jewelled red, white and blue flags. 





™ + 


Se a 








of the most important in the depart- | San Francisco, Oct. 22. 
studio, 





ment. | Maj. Arthur McChrystal, who op- 
Mary Baker, head of the literary 


Expo this summer, was due in Lon- 





erated the ‘Ice Frolics’ at the Frisco | Martha Raye stopped in at Cartier’s to ask if they came in any other 
department of Sam Jaffe, Ltd., on | ° ° ? 
the Coast, has quit to join her hus- Fontanne ‘White Cliffs new duties as assistant military at- 
tache to the Court of St. James. 
Repeats Sunday (27) Made out his will before leaving 
-_ 
a } 


Frisco. 





band, Melville Baker, playwright and 
scenarist, in the east. Milton Beecher, | 
assistant to Kenneth McKenna _ in| 
Metro’s studio stery department, has a ee 
resigned to take Mrs; Baker’s place.! Lynn Fontanne will repeat her L A ~~ N Y 
And Dave Matthews, to complete the brcadeast of Alice Duer Miller's | — oo 
checkerboarding, has joined Metro . , : P a, | John Murray Anderson. 
in Beecher’s spot. Matthews is for- | PO©™, White Cliffs of England, over! ar! Carroll. 
mer head of Warner Bros. Coast NBC-blue (WJZ) at 8-8:30 next Sun- George Colouris. 
story department. day night (27). Her husband, Alfred Arthur Freed. 

Lunt, will again introduce her, and | a 

? Frank Black will repeat his original! (C0 ~@"6- 
s4 Sidney R. Kent. 

MCA Cold to DeSylva S$ background music. Same show was Kay Kyser. 
Yen for Dance Team 


done over the network two weeks 
ago, drawing enthusiastic response. | 
Lunts, currently playing the leads | 
in Robert E. Sherwood’s ‘There Shall | 
Be No Night,’ at the Alvin, N. Y., go | 
on tour with the play at the end of | 
next week. There is no chance of 
any radio series deal for them until 
the completion of that tour. How- 
ever, their radio agent, Leggett | 
formance, returning by plane to the Brown, is talking a deal for them to | 
N. Y. hostelry. However, Music | do a series of Sunday night programs 
Corp.- of America is lukewarm to| next spring. Idea would be for them 
the production bid, having extensive | to have complete say over material, 
cafe plans for their imported terpers. | adaptation, casting and production. 
Another factor, which may influ-| They have always refused to do any 
ence an about-face, is Carol Bruce, | stage plays that did not include parts 
who, while not handled by MCA for the regular members of their 


Curtis Mick. 
William Mills. 
Robert Montgomery. 
Jack Pegler. 
Harry Perry. 
James Roosevelt. 
Louis K. Sidney. 
Ginny Simms. 
Robert Sisk. 
Everett Sloane. 
Charles Vidor. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Eva Barcay. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Paulette Goddard. 
Billy Grady. 





Rosario and Antonio, highly touted 
Spanish dancers at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., are wanted by Buddy 
DeSylva for ‘Panama Hattie’ and 
may yet fiy up to Boston today 
(Wed.) to slip into a matinee per- 





(she has her own personal manager, | company, so the expectation is that| Jack Oakie. 
in fact several of them), may upset Richard Whorf, Sydney Greenstreet George Raft. 
MCA’s other clients. She doubles | and others of the trouple would play| Max Siegel. 


into Ben Bernie’s radio show and in any programs the acting pair 
also into the Waldorf, where Eddy | might do. 

Duchin and the dancers are MCA! Talk of the Lunts doing a Frida 
clients. Spot also is more or less night series for Campbell’s soup is SAILINGS 
exclusively booked via MCA, and apparently cold. Pair made their Oct. 18 (West Indies cruise) 
DeSylva’s yanking her from both ' radio debut some months ago on a| George and Mrs. Zachary (Marian 
would upset two situations. Legit Red Cross broadcast. The ‘White | Shockley) (Santa Rosa). 

producer objects to the songstress’ Cliffs’ piece was their second appear- Oct. 17 (Los Angeles to Sydney), 
doubling from ‘Louisiana Purchase’. | ance on the air. Noel Coward (Monterey). 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 








|don today (Tuesday) to assume his | 


| colors to match her outfit. 
Worth Wayton Four 


Adler & Dunbar 
Lexey & O'Connor 


nothing to do. 


Whatever Became Of 


22? 

The Braminos 

Wilson Aubrey Trio 
Amateur Night in London 





Afterpiece 
All characters mentioned in this column are purely fictitious and have 





Draft Affects 2,000 Of 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 





| Only 2,000 out of the approximate | 


| 20,000 workers in the picture indus- 
try were required to register under 
| the conscription act. 

Small percentage called for war 
duty does away with the fear of a 
shortage of technical workers. 


FESSIER’S SABBATICAL 


B’way Play, Fiction and Still An- 
other Play 








Michael Fessier, writer and pro- 
ducer at Metro and Warner Bros. for 
the past six years, has taken leave of 
Hollywood indefinitely, he said on 
his arrival in New York last week. 


cently completed, ‘The Tree in the 
Forest,’ and is talking deals for its 
production on Broadway. 


He also has a number of completed 
short stories and several others he is 
working on, in addition to another 
play, ‘Oliver Horton,’ on which he is 
collabbing with Norman Matson, 
brother of his agent, Hal Matson. 





He brought with him a play he re- | 


CAMPAIGN TO MAKE BIG 


20,000 Film Workers| CITIES AUTRY-MINDED 





Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Republic is putting on a heavy 
ballyhoo for Gene Autry with the 
| idea of promoting the western star 
First part of the build- 


| in big cities. 
iup is the Autry appearance in the 


|rodeo in Madison Square Garden. 
Following the New York venture, 
Autry is slated for Boston and 
Toronto. 


Campaign coincides with the re- 
lease of ‘Melody Ranch.” If it clicks, 
future Autry pictures will be pro- 
duced on a larger scale with upped 
budgets. 


Blame It on the Draft 


San Francisco, Oct. 22. 

Exhibs here reporting no reaction 
from last week’s draft registration, 
but other lines of biz are beginning 
to feel first effects. ; 

Widespread reaction among eli- 
gibles is to abstain from buying new 
suits, investing in cars, etc., unt! 
after numbers are drawn. As one 
expressed it, ‘Why should I buy & 
new suit when I may never have # 
| chance to wear it?’ 
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Democrats Pay Thousands of Dollars 


In Rebates F or Displaced Talent 


————_—_——_—— 


National Democratie Committee 
has begun to run into some heavy 
talent rebate bills. In taking over 
the 9 to 10 stretch on the NBC-red 
and CBS tonight (Wednesday) for 
political speeches by President 
Roosevelt and Attorney General 
Robert Jackson it committed itself 
to pay not only for the extensive 
cross-country hookups but the pay- 
roll of the Eddie Cantor and Fred 
Allen shows, plus ‘Mr. District At- 
torney’ which follows Cantor. The 
Allen show’s payroll totals slightly 
over $14,000, whereas Cantor gets 
$10,000 and the cost of ‘Mr. D. A.” is 
$3,500. Because of previous Repub- 
lican commitments Mutual will take 
these speeches off on platters and 
rebroadcast them tomorrow night 
(Thursday ). 

Next talent bite for the Democratic 
committee occurs Monday (28) when 
the President broadcasts from Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., between 
10 and 11 p. m. The NBC red and 
blue links are also confirmed for the 
event and an attempt is being made 
to line up CBS. If the latter book- 
ing goes through the Democratic 
Committee will have to make talent 
rebates on the Contented Milk pro- 
gram (NBC-Red) and on Lady 
Esther’s Guy Lombardo show (CBS), 
the twosome figured at around $8,500 
in salaries. 

The President’s broadcast from 
Cleveland Saturday, Nov. 2, from 9 
to 10 p. m., will take Lucky Strike’s 
Hit Parade (CBS) and Alka Seltzer’s 
Barn Dance (NBC-red) off the air. 
Talent cost of these two stanzas 
jointly is $7,000. 


AHERNES (FONTAINE) 
UNCERTAIN ON PLANS 


Brian Aherne and Joan Fontaine 
(Mrs. Aherne), currently vacationing 
in New York, intend to plane to 
the Coast in about a week or 10 
days. Neither is set for any pictures. 
Miss Fontaine is under contract to 
David O. Selznick, but has not been 
well for some time and is not yet 
ready to resume work. Aherne, a 
freelancer, has no commitments. He 
would like to return to the stage. 

Couple have been on an extended 
trip through New England, during 
which they visited Katharine Cornell 
and James Cagney at their places at 
Martha's Vineyard and Bette Davis 
at her farm in New Hampshire. They 
also did some fishing and flying. 
Aherne guested Friday night (18) on 
the Kate Smith program. 


‘Paul Jones’ Beached To 











Avoid Wrong Impression | 





; Hollywood, Oct. 22. 

The Life of Paul Jones’ has been 
shelved by Warners for international 
reasons. Studio felt in these days it 
might be construed as anti-British, 
with Jones knocking off the Royal 
Navy in the English Channel. 

Picture was slated as a starrer for 
James Cagney. 


Olivier’s Status Balks Pic 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Start of ‘Man Hunt’ at 20th-Fox 
has been delayed until January, by 
which time Laurence Olivier will 
know whether he is a British soldier 
or a Hollywood actor. 
Story was originally ‘Rogue Male,’ 





written as a magazine serial by the | 


British author, Geoffrey Household. 





Three On a Marquee 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Robert Preston draws top billing 
With» Fred MacMurray and Mary 
Martin in ‘New York Town’ at Par- 
amount. 
Anthony Veiller produces 


and 
Charles Vidor directs. 





. 


Art Lover Billy Rose 


Art dealers in New York have 
considerable respect-for collector - 
Billy Rose, who admits, ‘as soon 
as they see a little guy with a 
fat stomach who owns a water 
show coming to buy pictures, 
they think they have a sucker.’ 
Dealers’ fave story about him is 
one he tells on himself: 

‘I go in to look at a painting 
and the guy drapes a couple 
yards of velvet around it, 
switches on his single spotlight 
and thinks he’s impressing me. 
I don’t even think about a show 
before I have 2,000 yards of vel- 
vet and 300 spots. Who they 
kidding?’ 














DOIN'S IN ITS 
FINAL WEEK 





M ENGLAND 





T'S A CUT FROM 
$17,500,000 NOM 


New 12-Month Period Start- 
ing Nov. 1 Would Limit 
U.S. Dollar Export to $12,- 
500,000, and an Equal 


Amount Frozen in Britain 





U’S SEPARATE DEAL 





The coin freeze proposition in 
Great Britain is up again. Amer- 
ican film companies would, be per- 
mitted to take $12,500,000 out dur- 
ing the 12-month period starting 
Nov. 1 next if present tentative plans 
carry, according to latest word from 
London. U. S. distributors have been 
allowed to take out $17,500,000 dur- 





ae NE er — 
9 

Y F AIR 5 BIG = the year ending Oct. 31, with an 

* a equal amount frozen in Great Brit- 


ain. Amount remittable to this 
country has been in dollars. 
Understood that $12,500,009 is the 
sum suggested by the British gov- 
ernment but American distribs are 
striving to get some amount closer 
to that allowed during the past 12- 
month period. The $17,500,000 was 
figured for seven majors, Universal 
having a separate deal which would 





New York's $160,000,000 show 
winds up its second year Sunday, 
(27) with present indications that 
44,000,000 will have paid their way | 
into the exposition by then. Big 
weekend biz last Saturday-Sunday, | 
despite frigid weather, appears to) 


better for 1940. 

Eddie Cantor has charge of the | 
final ceremonies, dubbed ‘World's | 
Fair-well’ day. Show _ business 
celebs will vie with city, state and| 
government officials in the last day’s 
program. Cantor will launch most 
of the closing ceremonials in the 
Court of Peace but exact details have | 
not been set. 

Main ceremonies of ASCAP day 
tomorrow (Thursday) will be staged 
in the Hall of Music, arrangements 

(Continued on page 47) 


Air Comics Peeved At 
Spread of Ducats To 
Same Cold Audience 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 

That old gag about ‘there must be 
people out there, I can hear breath- 
ing’ has set some of the radio comics 
to- thinking. What's. percolating 
through their noggins is the sad 
abuse of ducat distribution and 
what can be done about it. Say 











most of the funny fellows, the same 


out and they (the ticket grabbers) 
have become so hardened to comedy 





routines that they merely snicker 
knowingly rather than let go from 
ithe belt line. 

What the zaneys would like to 
|know is how come the Oakleys fall 
into the same hands every week. 
|They claim many thousands would 
like to sit in on a studio broadcast 


here is 
network, 


the ducats. Distribution 
from three sources, the 
agency and sponsor. 
Unless something is done about 
it the comics threaten to do a little 
blabbing on their programs on how 
to get the skulls. Some say they 
will demand a block of tickets each 
week and handle the distribution in 
their own way. Whether or not it 
is an improvement over the present 
system, they say, at least it will 
| bring new people into the studio. 
€omics claim a cold audience 
works two hardships on them. It 
affects their own spirits and puts 
a damper on the dialers. 
studio mob doesn’t laugh the home 


listeners will react similarly, they 
deduce. 
Ducat distributors say they’re 


doing the best they know how and 
if the comics have a better system 
they're willing to give it a whirl. | 





faces peer up at them week in and | 


if they knew how or where to get | 


| 


If the | 


bring, up the total to about $19,- 
000,000. 

F. W. Allport, Hays office repre- 
sentative in London, is heading nego- 
tiations for the American industry. 

Film company foreign managers 
huddled at the Hays office yester- 
day (Tues.) on latest developments 


coin freeze. 


KENNEDY WILL 
REPORT ON PIX 
BIZ ALSO 


Joseph P. Kennedy, U. S. ambas- 
sador to England, is expected to 
Clipper in from Europe in the next 
two weeks, in order to report direct 
to American government officials on 
new developments in Great Britain. 
He also is expected to bring a com- 
| plete summary of the latest in the 
negotiations of U. S. distributors to 
receive money from their film busi- 
ness on the British Isles during the 
next 12 months. 

One-year agreement, whereby $17,- 
500,000 was allowed for withdrawal 
from Britain by seven American 
companies, expires, Oct. 31. 

Kennedy’s arrival just before the 
presidential election is forecast in 
politico circles as indicating that he 
is in line for a higher government 
post, probably the president’s cabinet 
if F.D.R. is reelected. 


$250,000 ‘LONE RANGER’ 
SUIT COMES UP OCT. 28 














Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 22. 
The $250,000 suit filed by Lone 
Ranger, Inc., Detroit, against Lee 


Powell, ‘The Lone Ranger’ in the 
Republic’s serial picture, and al- 
legedly thus billed in Wallace Bros. 
Circus during tour recently closed, 
has been transferred from 13th 


South Carolina circuit common pleas | 
docket to western S.C. district equity | 


calendar and will be called for trial 
week of Oct. 28 at Greenville, S. C., 
| James D. Poag, of plaintiff's counsel, 
states. 


Circuit Judge G. B. Green, who in | 


September signed an order requiring 
defendants, C. C. Cox, doing business 


as Wallace Bros. circus and Powell | 


Shows, to show cause why he should 
|not be enjoined from making ‘im- 
proper’ use of the name, ‘The Lone 
Ranger,’ has ended his jurisdiction 
in the litigation, Federal Judge C. C. 
(Continued on page 45) 
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German Picture House in Yorkville 
Passes the Hat for Nazi Winter 





Come What May 


London, Oct. 8. 

The Coliseum here is billing 
its forthcoming annual panto- 
mime production, usually played 
here during Christmas week. 
The date is Dec. 23—‘and book 
now.’ 

It’s the bravest thing in print 
around these parts. 


JOCK WHITNEY’S 
50. AMERICAN 
FILM SWAY 


Washington, Oct. 22. 

Promotion of international friend- 
ship via the cinema will be directed 
by John Hay (Jock) Whitney. Open- 
handed backer of shows, films, stunts, 
etc., has been named director of the 
division of motion pictures on the 
staff of Nelson A. Rockefeller, super- 
vising cultural relations with Latin 
America. 

Socialite will be a $l-a-year man 
under the immediate direction of 

















assure 18,000,000 paid attendance or| in England regarding next year’s| James W. Young, former director of 


the Commerce Department’s bureau 
of foreign and domestic commerce 
and once with J. Walter Thompson 
agency. Young has charge of all 
communications, press and film mat- 
ters, 

Pair of appointments should mean 
an end to the pointless—and often 
fantastic—talk about fertilizing the 
South American market for Ameri- 
can-made films. For the last two 
years, State Department dreamers 
and some Commerce Department 
idealists have forecast repeatedly the 

(Continued on page 45) 


Alexander Woollcott Has 
Doc’s Okay for Return; 














| one-man show Oct. 30 on ‘Cavalcade 
of America,’ will make a number of 
guest appearances on other pro- 
grams this winter, according to Leg- 
gett Brown, his agent. Writer-ac- 


Set for Radio Questing | 


Alexander Woollcott, who does a/| 


War Relief; Hitler a Popular Kid 


America’s tradition for allowing 
the foes within its borders to speak 
their piece unhampered is being 
strained to the breaking point in 
Manhattan’s nazified Yorkville. The 
96th St. theatre there, after 13 big 
weeks of a bombastic and much- 
publicized newsreel compilation 
called ‘Blitzkrieg in Poland,’ re- 
placed it last Friday (18) with an 
even more liberal chunk of propa- 
ganda. 

Newcomer is tagged ‘D III 88,’ 
Made by Tobis in Berlin, its sub- 
titled “The German Air Force At- 
tacks’ and ‘Extolling the German 
Flier.’ While ‘Blitzkrieg in Poland’ 
at least masked under the general 
category of newsreel, ‘D III 88’ 
makes no pretenses. It’s a fictional- 
ized story of Hitler’s Luftwaffe, 
frankly designed to impress on audi- 
ences not only the service’s might, 
but the never-say-die spirit of its 
pilots. 

Fortunately, it’s the dullest 90 
minutes of film seen anywhere in a 
long time and even the rabid York- 
villites will have trouble staying 
awake through the much talk and 
very little action. Goebbels was ap- 
parently so busy in his propaganda 

(Continued on page 55) 


99-DEGREE HEAT SLOWS 
H’ WOOD PRODUCTION 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 

Too much California sunshine 
slowed up production in the Holly- 
wood studios and caused thesps in 
the San Fernando Valley plants to 
seek shelter from the superheated 
rays. 

Officially the thermometer regis- 
tered 99 degrees, the hottest October 
day in 20 years. Down on the streets 
it was much hotter, and out in the 
Valley the boys were bragging that 
their thermometers soared out of 
bounds. 
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| tor has been given an okay by his | 
| physician, after having beer forced | 
| to refuse all stage and lecture work | 


| 


for some months because of ill 
| health. He is described as about 50 
| pounds lighter. 

Day after the ‘Cavalcade’ show, | 
Nov. 1 Woollcott will do a politi- 
cal broadcast, supporting President 
Roosevelt for a third term. He may 
do a commercial radio series starting 
next spring, but will not resume act- 
ing in a road company of ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ which Kauf- 


man and Hart wrote as 
him, 


a vehicle for 


McAwity Weds Helen Mack 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Tom McAvity will marry Helen 
' Mack, film actress, this week. 
He is due to go east to take up 
a new post as radio head of Lord & 
| *homeas agency. 








20th Inks Oakie for 3 
Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Jack Oakie inked a contract to 


| 
| 


| 


play in three more pictures for 20th- | 


Fox, following his recent work in 
‘Tin Pan Alley.’ 

| His next will be ‘Tall, Dark and 
| — slated to start about Nov. 
| 15. 
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Chaplin Rebu 








ceived notion of what I was going 
to do, based on what they had seen 
in the past. They had a groove all 
planned for me and I didn’t fall into | 
it. I felt I had to do something dif- 
ferent because times are different. | 
There are grave things happening 
in the world and I wanted, in my | 
way, to reflect them. I don’t pre- | 
tend to be a propagandist, but I felt 
I must cry out against persecution.’ 


Big B.O. Tells Story 


Meantime, despite critical opin- | 
ions, lengthy queues surrounded both | 
the Astor and Capitol, N. Y., and | 
‘The Great Dictator’ is playing to 
big business at both houses. That's | 





proof, Chaplin is convinced, that 
the average man feels’ as he 
does. Another phenomenon saw 


critics, apparently after letting their 
thoughts on the film do some matur- 
ing, write Sunday columns in praise 
mi the Chaplin effort they had lam- 
asted, more or less, earlier in the 


Carty 


week. 


On the point of turning ‘The Dic- 
tator’ over in one’s mind after the 
first reaction, Chaplin remarked: 
‘Seeing it two or three times you'll 
find many more points than you 
think—I shouldn’t say this myself— 
that are damned good.’ 


Chaplin spoke forcefully, almost 
always good-naturedly, frequently 
turning to a combination of words 
and the pantomime in which he ex- 
cels to make his point. Sparkling 
clearly through every thought per- 
sists the feeling that Chaplin’s 
humanitarianism—his heart for his 
fellow-man—is what makes him 
great. 


‘We get so involved,’ he declared, 
‘in the mechanics and terms of poli- 
tics and- government, in talking 
about Fascism or Communism or 
democracy, that we fail to remember 
the very basis of all life—kindness 
and helpfulness and consideration 
for the other fellow.’ 





Asks Critics’ Collab 

The producer-director-writer-ac- 
tor spoke with a curious mixture of 
humbleness and the blazing convic- | 
tion that he is right, his critics 
wrong, on all but one point, the pic- | 
ture’s length. He said he thinks he 
has culled from it every possible bit 
of footage without removing whole | 
sequences. He’s anxious, he averred 
to cut more if he can be shown how | 
it can be done. He’d like to have 
the critics help. | 


Principal squawk of the newspaper | 
0.0.ers, as well as many laymen, was | 
Chaplin’s peroration at the end on| 
liberty, when the meek, little barber, | 
mistaken for the dictator, is pushed | 
befare a tremendous audience of tri- 
umphant soldiers and conquered 
civilians and must make a speech. | 
(See text of the address in adjoin- 
ing column; in the film it runs six 
minutes). 


‘There have been objections,’ 
asserted, ‘that the speech was not in 
keeping with general practices of 
‘good’ motion picture making. I don’t 
agree. Others have complained that 
it is out of character. I don’t agree 
on that either. It is not as unbeliev- 
able as they think to have the meek 
barber make such a speech. I could 
have finished it with a cliche, but 
that would 
believe. I could have had him tri- 
umphant, but that wouldn’t have been | 
true to life. I could have had him | 
kick the storm troopers out of his 
Way and escape, then showed him 
with Paulette Goddard in the setting 
sun, approaching America, the land 
of freedom and hope. But if you 
want to get on the subject of creduli- 
ty, then they’d have the immigration 
authorities to deal with before they 
got into America. 


he 


Plausible Pulpit Speech 
It seems entirely 
me that the little'barber, pushed into | 
the position he was, could have made | 
the speech he did. It was all the 
pent-up emotion resulting from the 
persecution he and those he loved 
had been subjected to. He was ina 
stage where he was semi-hypnotized 
by the situation. He was no longer the | 
barber, nor was M®@ the dictator, nor 
yashe me. He was a combination of 

1 three. 


4 


out on an old seaman, and it had him 
virtually in tears. 


same effect on most other people.’ 

That the subject is too grim, the 
dictators too serious a menace at 
which to laugh, has been frequently 
mentioned since long before anyone 
but Chaplin’s own staff had seen the 
picture. 

‘If the subject is grim, it’s because 
life itself is grim,’ the greying little 


Continued from page 1 


| what critics forget is that I try to 


| ture.’ 


Chaplin Shortwaved 





ttal to Critics 


Charlie Chaplin’s plea for the 
return of world sanity, which is 
the concluding speech to audi- 
ences at showings of ‘The Great 
Dictator, was broadcast over 
shortwave yesterday (Tues.) to 
South American radio stations. 
Broadcast in both Spanish and 
Portuguese was sent over the 
NBC shortwave twins, W3XL 
and W3XAL, as the highlight of 
the weekly film chat from these 
stations, 

The Chaplin message is spoken 
out of character, with vehement 
sincerity. It is the subject of 
much debate in the trade and 
among the general public. With 
Chaplin’s permission, VARIETY 
publishes the full text herewith. 








man declared. “The world isn’t a 
pleasant place in all its aspects, and 
there’s no reason to make it appear 
that way in a picture. Furthermore, 


create enjoyment by creating emo- 
tions. I have never limited myself 
to the single emotion of laughter. I 
have atiempted to stir up all sorts of 
emotions. The more varied the ones 
‘I create, the more enjoyable the pic- 


‘Communistic’ 

Squawks have cropped up, too, that 
Chaplin is ‘communistic.’ If he spanks 
Hitler and Mussolini, he has been 
queried, why doesn’t he take in the | 
'third dictator, Stalin? He answers | 
that: 

‘I'm not working in the political | 











arena. I’m working in the human 
arena. I’m not arguing political 
ideologies, but humanities. Had I 


included Stalin I would have surely 
been getting into politics because 
there was no reason to include him 
from the standpoint I was taking. He 
may be a dictator, but he’s not per- 
secuting helpless people because 
they are Jewish, or Chinese, or Mo- 
hammedan, or because he doesn’t 
like the shape of their eyebrows. 
Had Stalin been doing such things, 
he would have been included. I’m 
completely for the democratic way 
of life as it is lived in America and 


AMUS. SPURT 





Washington, Oct. 22. 


sions levy as much money 





BIG U. S. TAXES 
FOR SEPT. CUE 


Combination of swelling business 
and broader tax base has poured into 
the U. S. Treasury from the admis- 
in the 


Charlie Chaplin’s Concluding Speech 


In ‘The Great Dictator’ 


I'm sorry, but I don’t want to be an emperor, 
business. I don’t want to rule or conquer anyone. 
help everyone—if possible—Jew, Gentile—black man—white. 

We all want to help one another. Human beings are like that. 


We don’t want to hate and despise one another. 
room for everyone. 
everyone, The way of life can be free and beautiful, but we have lost 
the way. Greed has poisoned men’s souls—has barricaded the world 
with hate—has goosestepped us into misery and bloodshed. We have 
developed speed, but we have shut ourselves in. Machinery that gives 
abundance has left us in want. Our knowledge has made us cynical. 
Our cleverness, hard and unkind. We think too much and feel too 
little. More than machinery we need humanity. More than clever- 
ness we need kindness and gentleness. Without these qualities, life 
will be violent and all will be lost. . 

The aeroplane and the radio have brought us closer together. The 
very nature of these inventions cries out for the goodness in man— 
cries out for universal brotherhood—for the unity of us all. Even now 
my voice is reaching millions throughout the world—millions of de- 
spairing men, women and little children—victims of a system that 
makes men torture and imprison innocent people. To those who can 
hear me, I say—do not despair. The misery that has come upon us is 
but the passing of greed—the bitterness of men who fear the way of 
human progress. The hate of men will pass, and dictators die, and 
the power they took from the people will return to the people. And 
so long as men die, liberty will never perish... . 

Soldiers! Don’t give yourselves to these brutes—men who despise 
you—enslave you—regiment your lives—tell you what to do—what to 
think and what to feel! Who drill you—diet you—treat you like cattle 
and use you as cannon fodder. Don’t give yourselves to these un- 
natural men—machine men with machine minds and machine hearts! 
You are not machines! You are men! You have the love of humanity 
in your hearts! Don’t hate! Only the unloved hate—the unloved and 
the unnatural! 

Soldiers! Don’t fight for slavery! Fight for liberty! In the 17th 
Chapter of St. Luke, it is written: ‘The Kingdom of God is within man’ 
—not in one man nor a group of men, but in all men! In you! You, 


That’s not my 
I should like to 


We 
want to live by each other’s happiness—not by each other’s misery, 


In this world there is 
And the good earth is rich and can provide for 


| go. 


have been still harder to | | 


conceivable to | 


‘As for the speech itself, I tried it | 


I knew if it had | 
that effect on him it would have the | 


England. I want that clear.’ 

That the production is ‘old-fash- 
ioned’ 
point on which Chaplin will allow 
his critics no leeway. 


Not ‘Old-Fashioned’ 


‘They mistake _ straightforward 
story telling, without pretentious- 
ness, without phoniness, for old-fash- 
ionedness, he declared. ‘My aim 
is to tell the story in the 
possible way as far as mechanics 
I can direct a lens up an actor’s 
nose. That’s easy. But that’s 
new-fashioned technique. For as 
soon as the spectator becomes aware 
of the angle of the camera, or that 
there is a camera at all, the director 
has dropped his audience from the 
imaginary wave it was riding into 
reality. He has lost them. 

‘Before critics begin to mention 
technique, they should talk to some- | 
one who knows about it. They 


i | should ask directors who have seen 


the picture. It is from them I have 


received more sincere praise than | 
Analysis will 
known 
modern technique in this picture at 
As soon as 
critics begin to talk about technique | unti] July, while back in 1935 it took 
don’t | 
Because the technique is not 
| apparent adds so much to the pic- | 


from anywhere else. 
show that there is every 


one point or another. 


they reveal how 
know. 


much they 


|ture, doesn’t make it old-fashioned.’ 


It’s been suggested that perhaps 
writing 
too 
| close to the picture to see its short- 
Why didn’t you have out- 
was 


in his many-sided 
and production, 


role in 
Chaplin was 
comings, 
Siders 


asked. 


in to give opinions, he 


‘I did have a number of people 
‘I also showed 
His opin- 


‘|  ZaSu Pitts’ Whodunit | 


| 


see it,’ he revealed. 
it to my Japanese butler. 


ion on such things is typical. Anc 
he liked it, so I knew it was all 
| right.’ 





“MUSICALS FOR NAME 





Hollywood, Oct. 22. 


Jane Withers goes into a full-scale | 


musical picture this winter at 20th 
Fox, tentatively titled ‘Coast-to 
| Coast.” It wiil be her first regula 
| musical, although there 


films. 
studio’s move to bring out thei 


name players in musical shows fo 
the 1940-41 program. 


| 





in its technique is another | 


simplest | 


not | 


PLAYERS AT 20-FOX 


have beer 
| tune sequences in previous Wither: 


Idea is in line with the Westwood | 


last two months as was garnered in 
'six stanzas last year. Rising tide 
|of amusement grosses is seen in the 
latest revenue figures showing the 
10% boxoffice tap brought $5,851,655 
during September. 

The August trade, on which the 
tax payments were based, obviously 
jumped materially. Previous month’s 
| Treasury collections were $4,407,097, 
so the gain of $1,444,558 indicates 
roughly a $90,000,000 jump in the 
| turnstile count over July grosses. 








the people have the power—the power to create machines. The power 
to create happiness! You, the people, have the power to make this 
life free and beautiful—to make this life a wonderful adventure. Then 
—in the name of democracy—let us use that power—let us all unite. 
Let us fight for a new world—a decent world that will give men a 
chance to work—that will give youth a future and old age a security. 

By the promise of these things, brutes have risen to power. But 
they lied! They do not fulfill that promise. They never will! Dicta- 
tors freed themselves but they enslaved the people! Now let us fight 
to free the world—to do away with national barriers—to do away with 
greed, with hate and intolerance. Let us fight for a world of reason— 
a world where science—where progress will lead to the happiness of 





Due to moving the starting point | 
'of the 10% bite down to 2lc, the 
|Government’s share of the public’s 
outlay for diversion was $3,000,300 | 
| more than the total collected in the | 

same inning of 1939. August pay- 
ments were $2,893,649 more than in | 
|the comparable period of the pre- | 








|ceding year. 
| Great value of the 21-40c bracket 
|to the Treasury is clearly shown by | 
ithe $23,076,742 total raked in dur- 
{ing the first nine months of the 
|year. In the same portion of 1939, 
| the collections amounted to $14,066,- | 
1/198. Most important evidence is the 
fact that the August and September 
|payments were $10,258,752. Last year 
{the $10,000,000 level was not reached | 


| 
over eight months to get to this 
point. 

As far as the Government is con- 
|cerned, the usual seasonal trend is 
being followed. In each of the last | 
six years, there has been a gain in 
the September collections over those 
|\for August, but this year—although | 
accurate comparisons cannot be 
made because the tax base has been | 
changed—the degree of improvement 
seems greater. 








Los Angeles, Oct. 22 

ZaSu Pitts gets the femme lead in 
‘Our First Murder,’ a stage whodunit 
| to be produced here next month by 
| Russell Lewis. 

Play is being written by Robert 
Pressnel from a novel by Torrey 
Chansler. 


} 








P.S. FOR ‘LETTER’ 
Oct. 


Hollywood, 22 


rl vac ation, 


| scenes for ‘The Letter,’ 
| ture she made at Warners before her 
| New England siesta. 

Working with the star on the new 
rj|sequences were Herbert Marshall 
rj}and James Stephenson 
Wyler directing. 


Ss 





G-B profit off... 
|| John Maxwell’s successors 
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| Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


France’s anti-Jewish laws hits pix....ccccccccccccccecs 
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us all. Soldiers! 
Hannah, can you hear me? 
Hannah! The clouds are lifting! 


are coming out of the darkness into the light! 
where men will rise above their greed, 

Look up! 
has been given wings and at last,he is beginning to fly. 


new world—a kindlier world, 
their hate and their brutality. 


In the name of democracy, let us unite! 
Wherever you are, look up! 


Look up, 


The sun is breaking through! We 
A 


We are coming into < 


The soul of man 
He is flying 


Hannah! 


into the rainbow—into the light of hope—to you—to me—and to all 


of us! Look up, Hannah! 
of Hannah.) 


Look up! 


{Paulette Goddard plays the role 








| headache 


iture is 





{simultaneously at 
| Broadway 


Bette Davis, back from her eastern | 
resumed work on added 
the last pic- | 


, with hail 


‘CAPT. FINDS A B’WAY 
HOME BUT NOT YET ‘KIT’ 


Opening of ‘Captain Caution’, Hal 
Roach production, at the Globe, 
N. Y., this week has relieved United 
Artists of one of two films which 
have been giving the distrib outfit a 
while lingering on its 
for two months clamoring 
a Broadway date. Second pic- 
‘Kit Carson’, turned out for 
UA release by Edward Small. 

‘Caution’ was set down on the re- 





shelves 
for 


| lease schedule for Aug. 9 and opened | 


at the Globe on Oct. 18. ‘Carson’ 





was nationally released Aug. 28, 
after a tremendous opening in| 
Denver to which press and _ stars 


| 
ment on 


were hauled, and still hasn’t found | 


a Broadway home. 
have already wide-scale exhibition 
throughout the country. 


Plan has been afoot by Jake Mil-|of the board 


stein, Small’s eastern 
fabs with Loew’s, 


rep, in con-| 
to open 
the State on) 
and at a dozen or so 
other Loew houses which ordinarily 
play day-and-date with the 
run State or immediately follow it. 
Same plan was used with a some- 


which all companies endeavor to re- 
iease at the beginning of the season 
has caused a shortage of houses 
available for first-runs. That is 
what has been responsible for the 
holdup on the two UA pix. 


Classics On Celluloid 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
New production outfit, Arlington 
Films, Inc., has been organized to 





;make a series of pictures based on 
|musical masterpieces and the events 
\leading up to their creation. 


Officials of the corporation are 
Slavko Vorkapich, Karl Hajos and 


| Herbert T. Silverberg. 





HELLMAN’S CHORE 
Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Sam Hellman drew the scripting 


assignment on ‘The Black Swan’ at 
20th-Fox. 


Story is by Rafael Sabatini. 


Both pictures | 


PAR WILL FIGHT 


PA. BAN ON 
FLAMES 


Paramount will fight the Penn- 
sylvania censorship ban against its 
‘World in Flames’, even if it has 
to take the case to the highest courts 
| of the country. Neil F. Agnew, V. Pp. 
| in charge of distribution, makes 
| this promise in an official state- 
the matter in which he 
expresses amazement and astonish- 
ment at the action of the Pennsy 


| censors, 


second | 


| Flames’. 
| heels on the thumbs-down treatment 


lof RKO’s ‘Ramparts We Watch’, 


Citing that it was ‘the judgement 
this picture has a 


tendency to corrupt and deba 


‘Carson’ | morals and it is not proper’, } panes Ww 


|points to the Washington opening 
attended by high Government oOffi- 
cials and to approval of picture by 
such national defense leaders as 
William Allen White. 


what similar picture, Universal’s Pa.’s Encore 

“When the Daltons Rode’ and last Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 

| week, ‘Argentine Nights’, and The Pennsylvania Board of 

worked out fairly satisfactorily. Censors stayed in cheracter last 
Even greater than usual pressure | Friday (18) as it ordered a ban on 

this year by high-powered pictures,|the showing of Par’s ‘World in 


Following close on the 


the 


|Pennsy pic ganderers again brought 





down a storm of criticism from 
press, public and film industry. The 
board’s reason for banning ‘Flames’ 
was similar to that given for the 
‘Ramparts’, ruling it ‘has a tendency 
to corrupt and debase morals and is 
not proper’. 

Neil F. Agnew, v. p. in charge of 
distribution for Par, released state- 
ments of Secretary of War Henry 
Stimson and Secretary of Navy 
Frank Knox approving the picture. 


ALBERT’S HERO STUFF 
Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Eddie Albert’s next chore at 
Warners is in “The Stuff of Heroes,’ 
slated to start next week with 
Priscilla Lane in the femme lead. 
Ben Stoloff is directing, from 
script by Ben Markson, 
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ANOTHER PIX MILESTONE 


The constant progress of the motion picture as an art and an! 
industry is marked through the years by individual effort of its 
creative and showmanship talent. On this fundamental it is not 
an expression of over-enthusiasm to venture that Charlie 
Chaplin in ‘The Great Dictator’ is one of those milestones by 
which films since their early, faltering days have been led to re- 
newed inspiration and realization of hidden opportunities. Be- 
cause, in “The Great Dictator’ Chaplin has employed the full 
force of the screen’s expressive power to crystallize the timely 
and encouraging idea that the world is only half-crazy and that 
sanity has not completely fled from human consciousness. And 
he has successfully accomplished his theme by expounding it 
through comedy and farce, whereas most other dramatists, 
novelists and treatise writers have employed tragic realism. 

Chaplin moves his audiences to a vantage point from which 
they view the world scene with perspective. Most others have 
led their readers and listeners into the maelstrom itself with all | 
its fearful consequences—and confusion. 





It is not that the Chaplin viewpoint necessarily is unique, 
rather is it that only a Chaplin, fired with a message of ultimate 
hope for the great masses of people, possesses the talent and 
skill to tell it—and act it—in the highly effective motion picture 
medium, 


That a first-night audience, misled to some extent by the ad- 
vance publication of some of the very amusing still photographs 
from ‘The Great Dictator,’ seemed cool to the Chaplin effort and 
hesitant to respond to its theme, except in the hilarious farcical 
scenes, was to be expected, so daring and original are the ideas 
developed. Composed to a large extent of professionals and 
personal well-wishers, the first audience reaction was that 








BECOMES FINAL 


WITHIN 2 WEEKa 





15-Hour Session Between 
Lawyers for Both Sides 
Cleans Up a Long-Winded 
Situation — B & K (Para- 
mount) and Fox-West 
Coast Bow to U. S. 





CONCESSIONS 





The Department of Justice and 
attorneys for the five producer- 


exhibitor film companies finally 
reached an accord on a consent de- 
|cree yesterday (Tues.), and the 


decree ending the anti-trust suit 
against these fiim companies will 
be entered formaily within a fort- 
night. Climax came after a hectic 
15-hour session ending Monday night 
(21), at the Bar Association N. Y., 
when the weary conferees finally 
agreed on terms at midnight, clean- 
ing up a situation which has leaned 
every which way since the halt of 
the trial of the action June 7. 
Both sides agreed on all arbitra- 
tion matters necessary for incor- 
poration in the decree and on the 





Chaplin should stick to his funny hat, cane and shoes and leave 
world politics to the politicians. It is only upon a second, or | 
third, viewing of the picture that the spectator is carried away | 
With the general audience enthusiasm and emotion and made to | 
grasp the full significance of what Chaplin has done. 


Single-handed, of course, he can do much, but not enough. 
‘The Great Dictator’ comes to the film industry at a moment | 
when it is greatly in need of a symbol of its greatness as an 
expressive medium. World affairs are being translated daily 
into the American life and scene and the motion picture, with | 
its millions of supporters, must interpret the times and not for- 


ever proceed blind-folded by a policy of ducking from under the} 


issues because the issues are heart-rending, brutal and drenched | 
in human wretchedness. . 

Chaplin has translated a Babel of turmoil into an entertain- 
ment where men and women laugh for a moment at fears and 
misgivings and find renewed courage and determination to face 
the realities when the picture fades from the screen and the 
theatre is flooded with the house lights. That many in the audi- 
ence remain for a few minutes to dry an eye and regain com- 


posure is just one more incident of paradox which Chaplin, the ltually held up the works, as it was 


clown, achieves. The hundreds standing tn lobby and boxoffice 
queues, eager for the next showing of the film, bear evidence | 
that neither a lukewarm and divided press, nor a disappointed, 
friendly first-night audience is any damper on the potency of 
enthusiastic word-of-mouth approval of the film. 

How quickly ‘The Great Dictator’ will circulate in general 
release through the country is a matter of sho..manship han- 

dling. Any C haplin picture possesses top boxoffice qualities 
had ‘there undoubtedly is a temptation to move it quickly, On 
the other hand, the premiere experience should caution its spon- 
sors to lay in front of it a barrage of exploitation information 





terms of the decree itself days ago, 
but two catches to the actual sign- 
ing were not cleared up until Mon- 
day(21). These were the Fox West 
Coast suit, in which the Government 


| claimed unfair clearance was being | 
| film, 


secured by 20th-Fox theatres. This 
action, having never reached trial, 
will be dropped completely. 


The other action was the Balaban | 


& Katz situation in Chicago, where 


Balaban & Katz Corp., 4.&K. Man- | 
agement Corp., Barney Balaban and | 
Paramount Pictures were charged | 


| by the U.S. with having violated a 
|previous decree. A_ settlement of 
this suit by dropping it was asked 
by Paramount but refused by the 
Government, as the special master 
|in this suit had already ruled for 
the U.S. The suit was settled Tues- 
day by the agreement on the part 
'of Par to the entry of a plea of 
| ‘nolle contendere,’ meaning guilty, 
| without the onus of guilt. It was 
agreed late yesterday (Tues.) that 
| this suit would be dismissed on pay- 
|ment of a $10,000 fine. 

This actron was the one which ac- 
not until late yesterday afternoon 
that t 
| cago, 
the settlement. 
j}suit was a more simple matter, as 
unfair clearance methods constituted 
the charges, and these are being 
|taken care of by the decree itself. 
Suit was postponed formally be- 

setae on page 20) 


SMALL TO STEP 


reached by phone, 


that defines its true worth, which is far more than a starring | 


vehicle for Chaplin. 
now. 


That job should be done within the trade 


In all the public discussions, legislative hearings and interfer- 
ences from high-pressure groups which of late have given the 
film industry a bad case of jitters and inferiority, 
counter-argument has come from the screen itself to defeat its 
misguided defamers. 
timely blow for the freedom of an industry. 

That is why ‘The Great Dictator’ 
regarded as the gre: at picture. 


among showmen should be 





Valentino Nephew’s 206 
Claim on Film Reissues 


Application for a bill of particu- | 
lars disclosed an action by Jean | 
Guglielmi, known as Jean Valen- 
tino, sole heir and nephew of Ru- 
dolph Valentino, against Artcinema 
Associates, Inc., and Emil C. Jensen, 


| Nothing Phony About These! 


, Hollywood, Oct. 22. 

Harpooning crew from 20th-Fox 
returned from Mexican waters with 
footage of the spearing of two whales 
for use in ‘Down to the Sea in Ships.’ 
in the N.Y. supreme court Friday Expedition, headed by Jim Haven, 
(8), Action seeks $20,000. itechnical advisor, had been at sea 

Suit claims failure to pay all) for six weeks, 
monies due on the distribution in Whalers have the permission of 
1938-39 of ‘Son of the Sheik’ and the Mexican government to harpoon 
‘The Eagle.’ Defendants claim they a third leviathan if the picture re- 
already paid the plaintiff $25,375. | quires it. 





not enough | 


With camera and film Chaplin strikes a| 


- UP HIS PROD. 
—  -FORUA 





Revision of Edward Small’s prod- 


' 
| 
| 
United Artists 


| uct commitment to 
i will be one of 
Murray Silverstone, 
| distributing outfit, to 
ne end of this month. 

Arangements, Silverstone said, 
will be made to increase the number 
of films Small will turn in to the 
}company during 1940-41. 
slated in the annual products an- 
nouncement to provide five pictures 
(one a holdover). The one left from 
fore: season is ‘South of Pago Pago,’ 


the Coast at 





|which, like ‘Kit Carson,’ has now 
‘been released. Yet to be made are 
(‘Son of Monte Cristo,’ ‘Corsican 


Brothers’ and ‘Two Years Before the 
Mast.’ 

| During 1939-40 Small 
only two. One of them, ‘Man in the 
{Iron Mask,’ was due from the pre- 
vious season, and ‘My Son, My Son’ 
was new. 


delivered 


‘Par Execs to Powwow on 1941-4? 


Films in Relation to Blocks of 5 





More Overhead 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
It was only a lot of mallards to 
the duck shooters who were 
opening the hunting season in 
California, but it cost Paramount 
$5,500 on location at Big Bear for 
exteriors on ‘Shepherd of the 
Hills.’ 
Nimrods blasting in the offing 
caused a lot of costly retakes. 











BRITISH COIN, 
BUYS FILM 


Further steps along the line adopted 
last week are expected to be taken 
by United Artists and its producers, 
as well as by other companies, in 
converting frozen English pounds 
into U. §S. dollars. Three UA pro- 
ducers and the distributing company 








wo B. & K. executives in Chi- | 
agreed to | 
The Fox-West Coast | 


the sub‘ects taking |; 


Small was | 
|}ager of the motion picture depart- | 
| 


jest used about £40,000 ($4 to the 


pound) to purchase an English-made 
‘Contraband,’ which they will 
distribute in this country. 

Film was bought from 
American Film Co. and 
| Veidt, who also starred in it. Deal | 
iwas negotiated by Jerry Freeman, 
lof Anglo-American, who has clip- 
|}pered back to Europe, and Murray 
| Silverstone, UA chief. Producers 
participating are David O. Selznick, 
Samuel Goldwyn and Edward Small. 

Picture has been retitied ‘Black- 
out’ and is now being edited by 
Vedit on the Coast. 


AL COHN MAY SUCCEED 
SIEGEL AT REPUBLIC 


M. J. Siegel, intdntinee chief for 
| Republic, is due in New York from| 


Anglo- 
Conrad | 











ithe Coast this week for confabs with 
chief Herbert J. Yates. One of the 
principal nuts for the pair 
is selection of a successor to Sol 
|C. Siegel, top producer on the lot 
who has pulled out to join the Para- 
|}mount staff Nov. 1. 

Yates and Siegel will conclave in 
- 'New York until about mid-Novem- 
ber, when both will go to the Coast. 


to crack 


Yates will probably remain until 
after the first of the year on his 
periodic product checkup. It is! 


understood that selection of Siegel’s 
successor will not be announced until 
Yates arrives on the Coast. 

Choice lies between an 





| has also been handli 
ducer assignments, 

| in the lead for consideration. 

| Siegel is also due in York 
this week for a vacash prior to 
taking over the Par job. 


| —_—— 


ng associate 


New 








chieftain of the | 





| Engineers Name Huse 
Hollywood, Oct. 
Emery A. Huse, west coast man- 
ment of Eastman Kodak, has been 
elected president of the Society of 
| Motion Picture Engineers for 1941- 


| 42. Announcement was made yes- | 
terday (21) at opening session of the | 
annual fall convention of the SEMPE 


at the Roosevelt hotel. 

Other o@icers: Herbert Griffin, ex- 
ecutive vice-president; A. C. Downes, 
| editorial v.-p.; William C. Kunzmann, 
| convention v.-p.; P. J. Larson, 
|tary, and George Friedl, Jr., 

urer, 


. 


secre- 
treas- 


+ 


Away in advance of release on its 
current (1940-41) product, Para- 
mount is preparing to discuss pre- 
liminary plans for the seasons of 
1941-42 when it may be selling pic- 
tures in blocks of five under the 
consent decree. 

While production plans may vary 
among the Big Five in the event the 
consent decree is adopted, Par is 
desirous of laying tentative plans 
and to this end a party of home 
office executives headed by Barney 
Balaban will converge on the Coast 
Nov. 10 for huddling. Y. Frank 





UA UNFREEZES 


outsider | 
and promotion from the ranks, with | 
story chief Albert J. Cohen, who)! 
pro- } 
understood to be| 


Freeman, head of the studio, may 
come on meantime for a few days 
of h.o. conferences. 

Balaban, Adolph Zukor, Neil Ag- 
new, Stanton Griffs, Sam Dembow, 
Jr., Leonard Godenson, Bob Gill- 
ham, Alec Mass and Charlie Reagan 
leave today for Chicago to attend 
the American preem there tomor- 
row (Thurs.) of ‘Northwest Mounted.” 
Zukor will go on to the Coast from 
there, while the others will return 
to N. Y. before making the trip west. 
Balaban will leave Nov. 6 after the 
election and probable that others 
will haul out the same date, though 
this is not set. 

Griffis, Russell Holman, Golden- 
son, Agnew, Dembow and Leon Nat- 
ter, with Gillham also a possibility, 
are among those who will attend the 
Coast huddles on '41-44 plans. Agnew 
may make a coupte stops on the 
way out. 

It is figured now that Par will be 
ready to start the 41-42 films in 





January. The’ tentative release 
schedule of the company on this 
| year’s product (40-41) now Goes 


through February on pictures tha 
|have been completed,;while in ad- 
dition seven are to start between 
now and Dec. 1, carrying releases 
| through May. This will mean about 
75% of the year’s supply. 


GN OF ENGLAND GETS 








Grand National Pictures, Ltd., of 
England were granted permission to 
do business under its corporation 
name in N. Y. State on Monday (21) 
oy oo" Judge Vincent L. Leibell 

Y. The company had been 
 distribetine pictures of Grand Na- 
tional Pictures Corp. of the UV. S. i 
England. 

The petition of the English com- 
| pany, which was not opposed by the 
trustee of Grand National Pictures, 
Inc., discloses it was organized in De- 
cember, 1938, and at the present 
{time has acquired some pictures 





’| which have no relationship to the 


| bankrupt company, and has produced 
|some of its own. No competition 
will be offered the bankrupt whese 
films are being liquidated through 
Mohawk Pictures Corp. of N. Y., 
since the English company will not 
attempt to distribute any of the 
American company’s films. 


Roosevelt’s Marine Call 
Cancels Bronston Deal 


Hollywood, Oct 

James Roosevelt’s agreement 
supervise the praduction of ‘Marti: 
Eden’ for Samuel Bronston was can- 
icelled by mutual agreement because 
| of the extra duties entailed by Roose 
| velt’s call to service as a membet of 
the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve 

The call will not interfere with the 
| production of his own picture, ‘Pot 
|o0’ Gold,’ which rolls hn 25, witl 
| James Stewart, Paulet Goddard 
|and Horace Heidt in the a spots. 
As result of the dissolution of the 
' Roosevelt pact, Bronston gave up his 
| United Artists release and 
tiating for another outlet. 


Sid Kent ‘ast 








Is nego- 


| Hollywood, Oct. 22 
Sidney R. Kent trained for New 
York after two weeks of huddle: on 


budgets 
studio. 

Exec also visited with his mother, 
; who is ill. 


and product at the 20th-Fox 


OK TO DO BIZ IN N.Y. 


2 


if 
i 


= Bie [Ose Soe 


ae 





6 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 23, 1940 











4 


By HOBE MORRISON 


‘The next few years will bring 
big changes in the film industry. I’m 
glad I’m around to see them, to have 
a part in them.’ Garson Kanin, RKO 
director in New York for the preem 
of his iatest picture, ‘They Knew 
What They Wanted,’ at the Radio 
City Music Hall, ran lean, bony fin- 
gers through his thin, light-brown- 
ish hair. 

‘Imagine the things we've seen in 
the last few years,’ he continued, 
as he paced nervously back and 
forth across the living room of his 
hotel suite. ‘Who would have 





t ught a year ago that we would 
have to carry cards to show we've 
registered for conscription? Who 
could have predicted any of the tre- 
mendous events that have changed 
all our lives? 

‘Of course, the loss of our foreign 
markets will mean we'll have to 
make drastic revisions in our distri- 
bution and business setup. We'll 
have to get rid of the deadwood in | 
the film business—and you'd be | 
amazed at how much deadwood and 
incompetence there is in Hollywood 
But, more important, we'll have to | 
change the kind of pictures we're | 
making. The world is undergoing 
vast changes, ideas and people are | 
changing, so motion pictures will | 


have to change with them. | 


| 
} 


Unit Trend 
‘Even more important than the | 
distribution or other business | 


changes in Hollywood is the recent | 
trend of directors to form their own | 
units to make pictures the way they | 
want. Why should the control of | 
films be in the hands of bankers? | 
Their business is making money, not 
trying to tell artists about the crea- | 
tive end of motion pictures. The | 
bankers should work for the crea- 

tors, not the other way around. 

‘That’s why such directors as John | 
Ford, Frank Capra, Frank Lloyd and | 
Gregory LaCava have formed their 
own units, with complete charge | 
over all production. The result has | 
been the best pictures from those 
men that the industry has ever seen. 
Do you think Ford could have made 
‘Long Voyage Home’ if he had been 
under banker control? What banker 
would ever have permitted Chaplin | 
to make ‘The Dictator’? Those are | 
the pictures that are leading the | 
way for the future. 

‘And that’s why I’m not going to 
renew my contract with RKO when 
I complete the next four pictures it 
calls for. I could sign an extension | 
right now. And I’ve been offered | 
a lot more money to sign with Metro | 
when my RKO contract is com- | 
pleted. But I won’t do it. I want to | 
form my own unit. 

Pan Berman’s Nix 

‘When Pandro Berman was made | 
head of RKO production I went to| 
him with a suggestion for the studio. | 
I asked him to let everyone do what- | 

(Continued on page 20) 





HAMMONS LOSES POINT 
IN 316 SUIT ON NOTES, 


Earle W. Hammons’ defenses in | 
connection with a $31,000 suit | 
against him by the Federation Bank 
& Trust Co. of N. Y., were dis- 
missed Thursday (17) by N. Y. su- 
preme court Justice Julius Miller. 
The court granted Hammons 10 
days to file amended answers, re- 
marking the original defenses were 
insufficient in law awd void as 
against public policy. 

The bank claims Hammons failed 
to pay monies due on loans. The 
former film executive, in seeking a 
dismissal, declared that parts of the 





money had been paid back, that the | 


bank had offered to repurchase its 
stock bought by Hammons at the 
purchase price, and that Hammons 
had secured the endorsements on 
notes for the bank of R. H. Coch- 
rane and Carl Laemmle. 





Donievy a Stick-Upper 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Brian Donlevy gets the role of Al 
Jennings, a tough guy, in ‘The 





ith 


| shorts, 


Kanin Yens for Low-Budget, Unit 
Productions; Strong for ‘Individualism 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 


Martha Driscoll drew a player con- 
tract at Paramount, 


Charles Lang inked an actor deal 
at Universal. 


Metro signed Ralph Freed as lyric 
writer. 

George Gibson’s new ticket as 
scenic artist at Metro. 

Warners picked up its player op- 
tion on David Bruce. 

Roy Rogers drew an option lift 
at Republic. 

Warners hoisted its option on Mary 
Lee, singer. 

Option on Lester Cole was exer- 
cised by Warners. 

Mary Bovard signed to a player 
pact by Columbia. 


PAR STOCK CLIMBS 
TO 40 PEAK AT $8.75 














Possibility that Paramount would | 


show better than $2 per common 


'share for the current year was re- 


sponsible for this stock climbing 
nearly two points last week and 
registering a new peak for 1940 at 
$8.75. Move in Par shares started 
after Wall Street heard that 48c per 
common share was expected in the 
third quarter and likely would top 
50c in the final three months this 
year, 

Paramount reported $1.01 per 
common in the first half, with con- 
fidential reports that $2 or better 
seemed assured for the full year, 

est the company has had in several 
seasons. Company already has paid 
30c on the common this year, most 
since new shares were issued. 

Paramount was able to show $1.08 
per common share in 1939 when net 
profit totalled $3,874,944. This was 
far ahead of 1938 earnings. 

Reason for the large earnings in 
e final quarter covering October, 


| Chadwick’s Pic Comeback 


| 
Hollywood, Oct. 82. 





‘production yesterday 


slated for Monogram release. 


| Edith Fellows has the femme lead 


and Wilbur Evans, a singer, makes 
his Hollywood debut in the top male 
role. 


‘12th Annual Pitt 
Variety Shindig 








Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. 
Twelfth annual Variety Club ban- 
quet at William Penn hotel Sunday 
/night (20) voted a wow in every de- 





men and their friends from both 


space in the big ballroom. Affair ran 
from 7 p.m. to 2:45 a.m., more than 
seven and a half hours, and less than 
20 guests, by actual count, pulled 
lout early, proving quality 
speeches and entertainment. °- 

Feature of evening was adoption 
iby Club of another foundling, the 
| six to be taken under Variety’s wing 


i here. Infant boy was re-christened 
| Joe E. Brown, Jr., after the comedian 
| who was one of the guests and in- 
dicated he might eventually adopt 
the tot himself when he returns to 
the Coast after a Broadway engage- 
| ment in revival of ‘Elmer the Great.’ 
iC. J. Latta, outgoing chief barker, 
|was gifted by his successor, C. C. 

Kellenberg, and John H. Harris, 
general chairman and national chief 
|barker of Variety, was presented 
with a clock and a M-G lion cub by 
| Bill Rodgers, company’s sales man- 
ager. 

Howard Dietz was toastmaster and 
|speeches were made by Brown, 
Charles Laughton, Eddie Dowling, 
James Roosevelt, John B. Kennedy, 


| 
} 


|'Mayor Scully, U. S. Senator James 
November and December is the flow | J. 


Davis, Jim Crowley, Senator 


of new strong product and the fact | Frank J. Harris, Walter O’Keefe and 


that this is the best season of the 
year for theatre operations with Par 
figuring to cash in heavily through 
its vast theatre setup. Fact that 


|‘North West Mounted Police’ soon 


will be showing in key spots and 
that ‘Arise My Love,’ already 


|credited with being a surprising 


grosser, is contributing to the large 
profit lineup in the final three 
months, 





R. G. Swing’s 1st Cartoon 
Short for Release Nov. 5 


Raymond Gram Swing, radio com- | 


mentator, has signatured with Car- 
toon Films for a series of one-reel 
first of which will be re- 
leased Nov. §. Columbia is releasing. 
All in color. Actual production work 
on maps, charts and necessary scenes 
will be done on the Coast, Swing’s 
running commentation recorded in 
New York. He will appear briefly in 
the opening scer.e of each short. 
The ‘Breakdown of World Peace’ 
will be the general theme of the 


series, with three shorts set, and as | 


many as 12 possible before the sub- 


ject is covered. First will cover the | 


aggression against China and the 
conquest of Ethiopia. The second 
likely will cover Austria and Czecho- 
slovakia, while the third picture 
probably will handle the Poland in- 
vasion, 

Swing has written the introduction 
to Oxford University Press’ ‘The 
Second World War; First Year.’ 


Sun Tan for the Saint 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 

| “The Saint in Palm Springs’ went 
| into production at RKO a month 
ahead of the annual Hollywood he- 
gira to that resort in the desert, 

George Sanders plays the saintly 
role, assisted by Wendy Barrie, with 
| Jack Hively directing. 
| 





| 








| William McGraw, former attorney 

general of Texas. Also on the dais 

|were Fritzie Zivic and Bill 

| Kechnie, who only took bows. 
Show 


Show was m.c.’d by Red Skelton 
|and included Jimmy Durante, Ozzie 
Nelson’s band, Harriet Hilliard, 
Galli-Galli, Radio Rogues, 
Travers, Del Rios, Bobby May, 
| Rosanne Stevens, Don Cummings, 
| Six Whirlwinds, Brian McDonald, 
Bernie Armstrong and bands of 
| Leighton Noble, Al Marsico, Ovando, 
George King, Teddy King, Frank 
Hernandez and Jerry Mayhall. 


I. E. Chadwick returned to film 
(Mon.) with 


the start of ‘Her Father’s Daughter,’ 


Is Its Usual Wow 


| 


} 
| 
| 


| 


OF PEOPLE AND PLACES 


By The Skirt 








The Best Dressed Woman of the Week: 
BETTY GRABLE 
‘Down Argentine Way’ 
(Picture) 








The Paramount at 10 A.M. 


Last Wednesday was registration day and no school for the children: 
perhaps that is why the Paramount was so mobbed. At 10:30 am. the 
house was packed with lines rows deep, waiting for the next show. Then 
after that show the lines were deeper than ever, a revelation to The Skirt 
who hasn't been on Broadway in the morning for years. The picture was 
‘Arise My Love,’ starring Claudette Colbert and Ray Milland. The stage 
show was headed by Frances Langford and Jon Hall, You can draw your 
own conclusions who was the draw. 

The picture is one of those wacky affairs, with Miss Colbert as a news- 
paper woman, and she is dressed as only a picture newspaper woman would 
or could. Her attire is the last word with becoming hats and acces- 
sories. With her many assignments it is to be wondered where she 
finds the time to be so’ well turned out. For her evening at Maxim’s Miss 
Colbert wears a stunning black lace gown. The lace is over a flesh- 
colored lining modeled with a square-necked line and the skirt carries a 
full flounce of net. The head is covered with a small lace hoodlike affair, 
One redingote of a tannish shade has a side embroidery in a wheat and 





partment by more than 1,000 shows | 


| 
coasts who packed every inch of | 


of | street costume. 


bowknot design. We must admit the star is the best dressed newspaper 
gal ever seen, 

Tommy Reynolds is the name band and the boys were picturesque in 
red coats and black trousers. Mr. Reynolds-was a nice contrast in a beige 
tux. The Allens, a dancing team, had the girl i, a long velvet skirt, which 
she discarded when the team got down to business. A short skirt of velvet 
had a blouse of the same material with shoulder ornaments of rose. And 
her legs did look nice in black sheer stockings. The Kennedys, a middle- 
aged couple, panicked with their tapping, Mrs. Kennedy in a black velvet 
Romo Vincent, a newcomer to these shores, was a riot. 
Harry Harris prepares the material used and Vincent delivered the goods. 

Frances Langford has changed her looks al] for the better. Now with 
her hair a lovely shade of red gold she can reckon glamour with the best. 
Miss Langford wore a pale blue crepe gown with all the earmarks of that 
popular modiste in Hollywood, Irene. The skirt was gracefully draped in 
long flowing lines while the top had a wide belt of crystal beads; the beads 
also carried out in a sort of bolero fashion. The neckline was the new 
square ending ina V. Jon Hall was painfully self-conscious, but managed 
to endear himself with the kids in the audience. 

Starring Travis Manton 

‘Down Argentine Way’ is at the Roxy. It is a picture in color and some 
of the hues are too vivid. The story is the old horsy one done to death 
in pictures. The ‘Argentine’ accents of Henry Stephenson and Don Ameche 
are funny, funny in the fact that most of the time they forgot to ac- 
cent. Betty Grable is plausible until she speaks, then she is pure 
Brooklynese. Travis Banton did the clothes, and swell. Miss Grable is 
dressed to the hilt, all her outfits being stunning. Blessed with a perfect 


| twelve figure it isn’t hard to outfit this girl. 


| 


Mc- | 


Jean | 


| jackets, red stockings and matching pill box hats. 





Durante left here right after show | 


for Detroit, where he opened a two- | 
| week engagement last night (21) at) 


the Bowery Club. 


was a Show Boat, 
ballroom being converted Into a big 


| beige tuxes, black trousers and soft white shirts, black ties. 
Motif for the second straight year | 
with the entire | 


| river theatre with all the trimmings, | 


including splashing waves and gang- 
plank. Harris was chairman of af- 
|fair; James G. Balmer and Harry 
Kalmine his assistants and Dr. L. G. 
Beinhauer, treasurer. 





Detroit Variety’s Tag Day 
Detroit, Oct. 22. 
Repeating the venture which last 
year won it a national award for the 
best charitable enterprise, Detroit’s 
Variety Club staged its second an- 
nual tag day here to provide cloth- 


ing and lunches for needy school 
children. 

| The charity was started a year ago 
jafter school teachers reported that 
|many children were staying home 
from school because youngsters 


j lacked shoes or warm garments and 

that thousands of others were going 
| without noon luncheons. At that 
; time $36,000 was raised in the Va- 
jriety drive but this year the goal 
| was $50,000, with 7,000 children in 
| need. 

The showmen’s drive, with Ed E. 
Kirchner, acting as general chair- 
man, this season had the cooperation 
of the Detroit Teachers Association 


and the Volunteers of America with | 
1,200 women joining in the tag sale. | 





| ing them later into bull teasers. 


Many riding suits and dinner dresses are shown. One in rows of blue 
and red bands, with white organza blouse and full-sleeves, is particularly 
lovely. A grey fox coat is too, too sumptuous. Designed in three rows, 
the rows are carried out even in the sleeves. The coat is tightly belted. 
Underneath is a tulle dress sequined from neckline to well below the 
hips. For a rhumba number a gold frock is of the no front and long 
skirt behind variety. All in all Miss Grable is a fashion show by herself. 

Charlotte Greenwood is her own self in this picture but she is just a 
little too impeccably groomed. One wishes someone would muss her up 
a bit. Her clothes are all becoming and the famous Greenwood kick is 
in evidence in an outfit worn gaucho style. For the most part the clothes 
worn by this comedienne were tailored with hats of the brim type. There 
is a silver evening coat, outstanding. Banton did well by the large 
chorus and his ensemble whether in snooty night clubs, or the fiesta of 
the Argentine is beautiful. The picture is definitely Travis Banton’s. 

Oh dear, nearly forgot all about Carmen Miranda. Perhaps it is just as 
well as this clever entertainer is lost in the general hodge-podge. 

The Roxy show is up to its usual standard, with the most enjoyable 
number being the Co-Eds in front of a frat house in grey skirts and red 
The Dennis Sisters 
wear plaid dresses. 

Abe Lyman at the New Yorker 

The New Yorker is off the Stork Club beat but was capacity Thursday 
for dinner. The reason obviously was Abe Lyman and his band plus a 
delightful ice show. A good mixer and personality is the veteran Abe. 
He’s been in the band business and on top many years, Has 17 boys in 
He’s in a 
well cut dark blue serge. Rose Blane, the soloist with the band, does her 
singing in a grey skirt, pleated back and front, with the top, bolero fashion 
of American velvet edged with beads. It’s something to see the dance 
floor suddehly converted into an ice rink. Belita, a fancy skater, does her 
stunts in varied costumes among which are a short white skirt worn with a 
pull-on sweater, then a blue lace short skirt with matching bra. Cliff 
and Rona Thaell are remembered from the International Ice Show. Miss 
Thaell is in gold lace edged with blue ruffles. Gordon Leary and Marion 
Flaig are another clever team. Miss Flaig is in a silver sequin frock. The 
five girls introducing the show are representative of the most popular 
colleges and are in the proper colors with the short skirts and pullovers. Three 
of them do a clever Spanish bull fight number in long velvet skirts, turn- 
The musketeer number winding up the 
show beautifully done in the regular costumes of the musketeers 
The girls are in blue velvet tunics with white embroidery collars, plumed 
hats and white boots. 

Bob Boyle, comedian, skates in a plaid outfit. 
Boots McKenna and a good job. 


is 


The show is produced by 
Put down the New Yorker Hotel on 


| your interesting list. 





‘JULIET’ STARTER SET 


American Vagabond,’ to be produced | 


In Detroit—grown wary of tag days 
for Paramount release by the Boris 4 Bens 


é Hollywood, Oct. 22. with the British-American Ambu- 
Morros-Robert Stillman picture-mak-| ‘There’s Always Juliet,’ Edward / lance Drive recently denied the right 
ing firm. H. Griffith’s next directorial job at|to the streets—the club won a big 

Al Jennings, himself, is slated as Paramount, is slated to start Nov. 25./ concession in being given the o.k. 
technical adviser to coach Donlevy| He is currently putting the finish- Both the public and parochial schools 
for the bandit role. ing touches to ‘Virginia.’ | back up the Variety campaign. 








Their Favorite Recipes 
Ed Wynn's Gypsy-Hungarian Stuffed Cabbage 

Two and a half pounds top round, run through grinder twice, add salt, 
pepper and paprika to taste. Grate a large onion into meat. Also mix 
into meat a handfull of raw rice. After this is done roll into small balls. 
Take three heads of cabbages with large leafs. Put heads of cabbages into 
large dish pan of cold water with heads down. Put pan with cabbage on 
stove and leave until water comes to a boil. Remove from stove. Leafs 
will remove easily. Take a single leaf of cabbage, place one of the meat 
balls in center of leaf. Wrap meat ball with leaf by folding leaf once 
toward you and once away from you, then, tuck in ends of leaf. After 
all balis have been wrapped, cut up remaining cabbage for the sauce. 
Place wrapped balls and cut cabbage into large cooking pot. Add two cans 
strained tomatoes, a small can Campbell’s tomato soup and two cans cold 
water. Again season to taste with salt, pepper and paprika, lemon salt, 
or juice of lemon and about two table spoons sugar. Cook from two to 
three hours on slow fire. 

Now take a large frying pan, put in it two tablespoons vegetable fat. 
When thoroughly melted, cut large onion into small pieces and place pieces 
into fat and cook onions till golden brown. Then add a tablespoon of flour 
and stir till flour browns, take some of the boiling broth out of the pot 
and stir into the sauce. Then carefully take out the meat balls and place 
in srying pan and shake until the sauce comes to a boil. This serves seven 
people. 
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Analysis of 1940-41 Sales Methods 
And Terms, Co. by Co., Gotten Up 
Via Allied States Info Dept. 


~ 








An analysis of sales negotiated by 
the distributing companies on the 
1940-41 product, showing the policies 
pursued and the terms obtained, has 
been made as result of data gathered 
from buyers by the Allied Informa- 
tion Department of Allied States 
Assn. This service was set up last 
summer by Allied as a means of 
cross-checking information among 
exhibitors, based on deals consum- 
mated. 

Providing the exhibitor members 
of Allied with the results of the sur- 
vey undertaken by Allied’s Informa- 
tion Department, now generally 


m as AID, th ization has | . 
ero y cards sy {oe on Metro Testing How 
1940-41 deals with exhibitors ‘ ’ 
throughout the entire country, To Sell Gone On 
+ 
Its Gen’l Release 


An Old Libretto 





Minneapolis, Oct. 22. 
Claiming that in a number of 
instances, booth operators, with 
their $55 to $70 a week stipends, 
are earning more than the own- 
ers of the theatres which employ 
them, Northwest Allied is seek- 
ing a reducton in the scale. At 
the same time, however, the op- 
erators’ union is demanding a re- 
muneration boost. 
Conferences over a new con- 
tract now are under way. 








whether chain or independent and 
also whether a member of Allied or 
not. The card also seeks data on 
other matters germane to theatre 
operation and a ‘ oe Before determining the sales 
The AID, which makes its head-| .. 44] -_* 
quarters at Philadelphia and is | Policy pags Msg apply for Gone 
spending considerable money gath- ; With the Wind’ when it is sent on 
ering information, ask$ that exhibi- | general release this coming Janu- 
tors forward data covering buys of ary, Metro will spot it in a half 


"40-41 product up to date, with AID | eedi a tata Gah Geanheninls oh 
paying the postage. 


‘To Help Your Buying’ | lowered admissions as a means of 


It is pointed out that ‘a running) getting a line on how to sell the 
record of this nature is bound to film. It will be specially mer- 








help you in your buying and, by | handised rather than delivered un- | 


passing the information on to AID, der the 1940-41 contract which calls 
it will help give _the committee 8) for four pictures in the top bracket 
picture of the buying situation as it ‘of 40%. 
exists throughout the country.’ | The test dates for ‘Gone’ will in- 
The survey being undertaken is) oiude situations where the picture 
conclusive. The exhibitor or theatre played at a 75c matinee and $1.10 
operator is asked to give seating Ca-| evening scale, as well as spots which 
pacity, the run, single or double fea-| i+ giq not play as a 70% feature, 
ture policy, total number of features | yyai¢ of the tests will probably be 
required each year from all com-| i, theatres which will be replaying 
panies, the price scale, type of com- \the film. Plan is to release ‘Gone’ 
petition, how many theatres if in 4| generally on a basis that will call 
circuit, and complete information as | for three shows daily. 
to all deals made with distributors. The admission scale to be agreed 
This includes number of features of- upon as a part of the contract will 
fered and bought, the exact terms, |)ikely be approximately one-half 
canceliation provisions, number of | what it was before, with a kid price 
features on percentage, those on per- | ajco possibly figuring. Scale may 
centage carrying a guarantee, those pe 35 or 40c mats and 55c evenings 
on percentage calling for preferred | generally, though this is yet to be 
playing time, comparison of flat and | gecided. Figured that there is a big 
(Continued on page 18) kid audience for the film and that 
a special price for this patronage 
| possibly should be set. It is also 


SAWYER TAKES OVER | expressed in selling-buyer quarters 


that in addition to those who 


COLONNADE OF MIAMI ss the film at the 75c-$1.10 





scale, there is probably a large audi- 

jence among colored fans who will 

Miami, Oct. 16. | be drawn at the lower Scales that 

Colonnade Pictures Corp., organ-| will be in effect. 

ized several months ago to produce ‘Gone’ sold at 70% of the gross 
in Coral Gables, has been purchased | on straight percentage, with a 10% 
by Arthur Sawyer. Sawyer was| guarantee of profit, if the account 
formerly company’s prez, but re-/ desired, when it was made avail- 
signed after the death of its prin-, able last winter and spring. While 
cipal stockholder, Col, Edward the sales terms remain to be worked 
O'Toole, in order to legally handle! out, with test engagements as a 
purchase of the studios. New head); guide, buyers believe that if a 
is Edward O'Toole II. sliding scale does not apply against 


Reported that contracts have been an anticipated gross, Metro may ask 
signatured with several producers | for 50% deals. 
for films going into production dur- It is understood in Metro quarters 
ing next six months. that the company may again be 
George Hirliman, who reportedly | willing to make alternate deals un- 
backed filming of ‘Adolescence’ at! der which it wil guarantee the 
Colonnade during summer, is slated buyer a tipulated profit where 
to get ‘The Lady or the Tigress’ be- agreement is reached on what the 
fore the cameras on Nov. 15. | overhead will be. 





Picture will not be cut or edited, 
| its running time of three hours and 
45 minutes standing as is. 


Eastern Screen Readers 
To Join Hollywood Guild. 


Newly-formed eastern unit of the M M Ba k 
Screen Readers Guild moved a step rs. arston C 
closer to affiliation with the Coast 
union of similar workers by passing Florence Marston, eastern repre- 
a resolution at its meeting last Fri- | sentative of the Screen Actors Guild, 
day (18) favoring such an amalgama- |returned Monday (21) from an ex- 
tion. Hollywood body, by adopting a| tended leave of absence due to ill 
Similar resolution, which it has in- | health. 
dicated it will do, will make the join-| Harriett Reynolds, assistant who 
ing complete. | subbed during her absence, resigned 








Demands to be presented by the} effective last Saturday (19). She> 
SRG to the major companies have | had given notice some time ago, but | 


been formulated in a rough state and iremained during Mrs, Marston's ab- 


will be ironed out on Friday (25).' sence. She has several agency offers, 


They'll be presented to the manage- | but will take several weeks off be- 
ments next week, | fore making a decision. 





RAGE ADMISH 








HOPE TOTILT 
T FROM 2c 


At Height of 1929-30, the 
National Film Admission 
Was at the 32c Mark— 
Showmen Feel a General 
Move Upwards Is Propiti- 
ous Now 





FACTS AND FIGURES 





A general increase in admissions 
throughout the country is looked for 
within the trade, with a gradual lift- 
ing of the scales possibly bringing 
the average boxoffice levy to nearer 
30c. The national average now is 
around 23c., whereas at the height 
of talker prosperity in 1929 and 1930 
j it was approximately 32c. It is im- 





possible, according to showmen, to. 


get an actual tabulation on admis- 


sion scales since sO many small in-'| 


|dependents are concerned in the 


| national picture and various theatres 
| shift their prices around a lot. 


However, it is believed in some 
quarters that the necessity for get- 
| ting more out of the number of fans 
| regularly attending theatres, coupled 
| wih the growing impression that cer- 
| tain pictures are deserving of higher 
| prices than the regularly established 
| scales for the general run of product, 
may increase the average to about 
30c. It was more than 30c. in the 
llush, pre-depression days but 
| pointed out, also, that radio at that 
|time wasn’t taking so many away 
from pictures, nor had various sports 
|and other diversions made such in- 


|roads on the amusement dollar as, 


now. 


minded that if the national average 
on admissions can be increased only 
5c., this would go very materially 
toward making up for the deficits 
which exist, not only as result of the 
| loss of foreign markets but also due 





| persons going to film theatres. 

The Hays office estimate that 
88,600,000 people patronize pictures, 
part of this number regularly, 
part now and then, is regarded as 
much too high. A closer estimate is 

(Continued on page 18) 


CENTRAL FILM 
CHECKING 
COLD 


Proposal to have a consolidated 
checking service to service all pic- 
ture companies apparently has fallen 
by the wayside. With Warner Bros 
abandoning its own checking system 
Ross-Federal is handling more ac- 
counts than ever before, Metro 
alone of the majors handling its own 
picture checking. M-G at one time 
had a contract for R-F agency to 
do its New York area checking but 
when this expired, used only its own 
|company setup for Metro films. 

Increase in double-feature bills 
land the slowness with which new 
|percentage product is getting out to 
| subsequent-run houses are responsi- 
ble for the current decline in pic- 
|ture-checking business, it is re- 
| ported. 


=) 
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| REP. HOLDS SANTLEY 
Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Joseph Santley drew a new direct- 
ing deal at Republic following his 
piloting of ‘Melody and Moonlight’ 
‘and ‘Melody Ranch.’ 
Next assignment is ‘Flagpole 
Meets a Flag,’ a Robert North pro- 


| duction. 


|to the decrease in the number of | 


+ 


Casey and Browne in Chi Huddle 
Over 8,000 IATSE Studio Workers 


Future Status; Cameramen Also 





SWQ’s Expansion 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Screen Writers Guild will wage 
a campaign to extend the SWG 
basic agreement with the majors 
to include scribes on indie pay- 
rolls. It was revealed at Mon- 
day’s (21) meeting that the Guild 








| includes 90° of the writers now 
employed. 

Sheridan Gibney is to be un- 
opposed for re-election as prexy. 


| 








‘Leon Savel! to Lincoln 


_ May Mean Joe Philinson 
Shifts From J. H. Cooper 





| Slated for some time to head ac- 
counting forces for the J. H. Cooper 
interests, Leon Savell is at the Par- 
amount home office waiting for plans 
iin that connection to be worked. 
They remain to be set, it was learned 
vesterday (Tues.), but anticipated 
that they will, and that Savell will 
headquarter at Lincoln, Neb. 


Meantime, Joe Philipson, who has | 


handled all financial matters for 
Cooper, as liaison in operating mat- 
ters and also on film buying, is ex- 
pected to shift to another partner- 
ship in the Paramount chain. It is 
not yet definite which partnership 


he will hook up with, or whether | 
he may figure in connection with | 


some of Par’s directly-operated cir- 
cuits. 

Savell was for years with the 
charge of- accounting. He was 
/brought to the home office about 
| three months ago, when T. X. Jones 
|'was shifted to K-W. Shift was ar- 
|ranged on the understanding that 
Savell.would be transferred to one 
of the other partnerships. 

Cooper-Par houses are located in 
Nebraska, Colorado and Oklahoma. 


STOCK SHOTS RAISE 





| NEW POINT FOR SAG|“‘n%° so2e: 





| 
Screen Actors Guild board in Hol- 
lywood is considering the question of 
reguiating use of library shots as a 
| result of several cases recently raised 
| by members in the east. Question 
is whether companies will be per- 
| mitted to sell or lease such clips af- 


ter they have once been used. Prob- | 
lem is whether existing regulations | 
cover such contingencies or if new | 


rules must be set up. 


Issue first came up when an actor 
attending a film theatre saw himself 
in a picture he’d never made It 
appeared clips from the picture the 
actor had made were included in the 
second film. Since he’d been paid only 


for the one job, he raised the ques- 


tion of whether use of the clip was 
not devriving him or some other ac- 
tor of work. Matter is seen as some- 
what comp! ted by the fact that 
ome companies make films specific- 
ally for such library use. Most are 
historical scenes, but some are for 


use in commercial shorts. Latter in- 
clude automobile shots, scenes in in- 
dustrial plants, etc. 


Another matter recently brought 
to SAG’s attention is the filming of 
various exhibits at the New York 
World’s Fair. 


the records of the firms owning the 
|exhibits. However, in some cases 
they are reported being planned for 
use in connection with advertising 
or sales, in which case they would 
| be classified as commercial pictures 
{and come under the regular SAG 
| production code. It is conceded that 
regulating the firms owning the ex- 
| hibits would be impractical, but the 


companies doing the actual filming, 





Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Pat Casey left for Chicago over the 
weekend to confer with George E. 
Browne, IATSE head, on demands 
of 8,000 IATSE studio workers for 
a showdown with producers on ju- 





| membership is now 800, which ~ | for 


fle |Kincey-Wilby circuit in Atlanta in 
Pointed out by the statistically- | ; | 


Most of such films are | 
believed to be intended merely for | 


risdiction and working conditions, 


|He then continues on to New York 


discussions with International 
|heads of other studio unions. 

Inasmuch as current’ contracts 
with IA locals were negotiated by 
|producers with the IA _ Interna- 
tional, it is understood that studio 
heads want to ascertain whether the 
International will continve to set 
deals or new agreements and re- 
visions to be made by individual lo- 
|cals. Producers are also eager to 
‘learn status of the American Society 
of Cinematographers which holds 
| jurisdiction over lenders. 

ASC applied for an IA charter but 
/no action has been taken yet. Screen 
| Cartoonists Guild approved Metro 
basic agreement which includes 
closed shop, minimum wage scales, 
| Shorter hours, improved working 
conditions. When _ studio affixes 
|signature, instrument goes into im- 
mediate effect for one year. 


Battle for White Collars 


| A fight for control of 3,000 white 
| collar workers in the film industry 
got under way today (Tues.), with 
employes at RKO and Columbia vot- 
ing to designate collective bargain- 
ing representatives. Only the name 
of Screen Office Employes Guild, 
which claims an_iadustry-wide 
membership of 1,800, will appear on 
the baliot at these two studios. The 
| workers, however, may designate 
| whom they desire to represent them. 
White collarites will ballot tomore 
| row (Wed.), at Republic and Univer- 
|sal; Friday (25) at Metro; Monday 
| (28) at 20th-Fox and Walter Wanger; 
;and Nov. 4 at Hal Roach. An inde- 
| pendent guild, labeled by the SOEG 
as a company union, is making a 
| fight for the designation at 20th-Fox. 
The American Federation of Labor 
| tried to crowd into the picture, but 
was rebuffed by the National Labor 
Relations Board when officials of- 
|fered no evidence to substantiate 
itheir claim to represent a majority 





however, has _ started 

making overtures to the SOEG, and 

still is hopeful of bringing it into 

the Federation fold through an in- 

ternational charter if it refuses to 

accept a federa] one. Negotiations 
(Continued on page 20) 


NUGENT NOT RETURNING 
TO THE N. Y. TIMES 


Frank S. Nugent, former film 
critic of the N. Y. Times, will not 
resume that post. Nugent, who re- 
signed about six months ago to join 


the 20th-Fox writing staff, has al- 
lowed to pass the date by which he 
was obliged to inform the Times 
management of his intention if he 


desired to return to the paper 
line was last week. 
It is understood that Nugent failed 


Dead- 


to notify the Times one way or the 
other and, after allowing him 
several days leeway, the Times 
placed the mantle permanently on 
'Bosley Crowther. Crowther suc- 


ceeded Ben R. Crisler, who held the 
post only a short time after Nugent 
left, resigning to join PM. He has 
since moved to the New Yorker. 
Reports that Nugent would be 
back on the Times emanated from 
the Coast, where, it is understood, 
the writer failed to agree with 
Darryl F. Zanuck, Fox production 
chief, on screenplay of ‘Lucky Bald- 
win’, to which he had been assigned. 


might be controlled, However, with 
the Fair due to close in the next few 
days, all such jobs may be completed 
before SAG can deal with them. 
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Ellis Levey, Frisco’s Telenews Op, 


Giving Boys Lesson in Showmanship 





San Francisco, Oct. 22. 

Ellis Levey, manager of the Tele- 
news here, credited with model 
operation of a newsreeler, continual- 
ly generating gags which keep house 
in spotlight both with public and 
trade. Installation of new radio stu- 
dios, with town’s hottest audience 
particaption show as nightly feature, 
is typical example, house getting 
plugs over 38-station hookup and 
fans storming doors during normally 
quiet supper hour, since they have 
to buy tickets to get into radio 
studio, located in basement. 

Currently, Levey is taking trade 
bows for his successful melding of 
three March of Time subjects. Took 
‘Crisis in the Pacific,” “The Philip- 
pines’ and ‘Japan, Master of the 
Orient’ and re-edited them into a 
hot, timely single subject retaining 
‘Crisis’ title. Pertinent sidelight is 
that Red Jacobs, RKO exchange 
manager, gave the stunt a go-ahead 
on condition Levey cut five identi- 
cal prints for the exchange. 

Theatre is operated much like a 
newspaper, maintaining its own 
camera reporter and scoring many 
scoops. Frank Vail, local Pathe 
man, handles most of Levey’s as- 
signments, shooting 40 to 50 clips per 
year. Shots cost $130 and up, but 
have more than paid for themselves. 

Levey has cooked up many un- 
usual deals, among them the Con- 
gressman Dies-Harry Bridges de- 
bate, which has been distributed | 
nationally. He had the official an- 
nouncement of the 1940 Frisco Fair | 
on the screen one solid week before | 
the newspapers headlined it, scooped | 





+ 





Reflex Benefit 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. 

When Kit Carson 3d visited 
Pittsburgh recently in the in- 
terests of the UA picture based 
on his grandfather’s life, old 
scout was royally entertained by 
WB, who grabbed off a lot of 
newspaper space through him 
for ‘Kit Carson.’ That was as it 
should be inasmuch as UA prod- 
uct in Pitt goes to the WB- 
Loew pool. But when quick play- 
date wasn’t made available for 
the picture either at Penn or 
Stanley, the big downtown spots, 
UA sold film away to Harris cir- 
cuit, which has it pencilled into 
Alvin. 

As result, Harrises are thinking 
about extending WB a vote of 
thanks for footing the bill for 
advance exploitation on the hoss 


opry. 


CHI IS SPLURGING ON 
‘NW MOUNTED POLICE’ 


Chicago, Oct. 22. 
One of the biggest exploitation 
campaigns in the history of Chicago 
theatricals is underway for the pre- 











|miere here Thursday (24) of ‘North- 


west Mounted Police’ (Par) Co- 
operation has been secured from 
nearly all top Chicago organizations, 


| 
including the influential State Street | 


Council, which seldom indulges in 


other houses by six days on the De- | tieups. 


Tristan kidnap case, and gets spot 
stuff on his screen within three tc 


in the vicinity of the Chicago and 


State street itself will be roped “rd TO ACT FOR N. 7 GROU 


five hours of, its occurrance, includ | State-Lake theatres for the preem, | 
ing dubbing of local off-screen com-/with a bridge to connect the two 


BERGMAN VICE REEVE 
AS 20TH’S AD MANAGER 


Maurice Bergman goes into 20th- 
| Fox as advertising manager at the 
| home office in New York sans con- 
tract on Dec. 2, succeeding Arch 
Reeve who resigned last week to re- 
turn to the Coast. Reeve has a small 
fruit farm near Hollywood and may 
retire to that for a time but under- 
stood he is interested in continuing 
in the picture business on the Coast. 

In Columbia in general publicity 
and advertising duties under Nate 
Spingold, Bergman would have been 
with Col three years this coming 
March. His post at Col remains un- 
filled. 


Par Theatre’s B.0. 
Drive As Testimonial 
To Barney Balaban 


The theatre department of Para- 
mount, including all its partners, will 
|put on a drive for best boxoffice 
iresults between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas as a testimonial to Bar- 
/ney Balaban, who completed his 

















Preview Blues 


San Francisco, Oct.22. 

Policy of previewing new 
product, almost eliminated in 
this area except for a couple of 
exchanges, aroused new wrath 
this week as result of trade 
screening held for ‘Thief of Bag- 
dad’ (UA). With bulk of audi- 
ence made up of wives, relatives 
and friends of friends, but 
hardly an exhib in sight, show- 
ing disgorged horde of self- 
appointed amateur critics who 
spread word all over town that 
flick is a cluck. 

Within 48 hours folks who 
were not at the screening were 
telling friends ‘I hear the pic- 
ture is terrible” Most burned 
person in town is Charley 
Schlaifer, whose job it will be to 
overcome this gift-horse word 
of mouth when the United 
Artists plays the picture a few 
weeks hence. Schlaifer stated 





| fifth year with the company as 
president this summer. 

| Theatres directly operated by Par, | 
|as well as those under local operat- | 
|ing authority of partners, will con- 
'centrate on best bookings and show- 
‘manship. during the testimonial 
|period with a view to topping the 
| good showing of last year between 
| the two holidays. Distribution de- 
‘partment does not figure in the 
drive. 


SPG BEFORE THE NLRB 











Preparatory to making demands 


he wil ltry to spike any further 
screenings of product destined 





for the house. 


‘TUGBOAT ANNIE’ GETS 
BIG TACOMA SENDOFF, 














Tacoma, Oct. 22. 


Tacoma’s big place in the picture 
sun came Friday (18) when three 


/houses—Roxy, Music Box and Blue | 
| Mouse, 


| 


the downtown Hamrick- | 
houses—premiered ‘Tugboat | 
Marjorie Ram- 


Edris 
Annie Rides Again.’ 


| beau, Alan Hall, Donald Reagan and 


| 


Donald Crisp came in for the event. 


Hy Fine Not Succeeding W.R. Lynch, 
Stays M. & P.; Other Exchange Briefs 





Boston, Oct. 22. 

Severar managers and publicity 
men involved in transfers in the 
Boston district of M. & P. Hy Fine 
reported to be going to Miami to suc- 
ceed W. R. Lynch as gen€ral man- 
ager of Paramount Enterprises, jg 
back as southern New England dis. 
trict manager for M. & P. 


Marty Glaser, formerly under Pau] 
Levi in the publicity office of the 
Metropolitan here, has been made 
publicity director for the Paramount, 
Fenway, Scolay and Olympia thea- 
tres here. He succeeds Jack Saef, 
who is transferred to the Shawmut, 
Roxbury, Mass., as manager. 

Sam Finestein, formerly manager 
of the Shawmut, goes to the Rivoli, 
Roxbury, as manager, succeeding 
Louis Newman, veteran M. & P. man- 
ager, who has resigned. 


Joe Marquis shifts from the Egyp- 
tian, Brighton, to the Capitol, All- 
ston, as manager, succeeding Tom 
Wall, as previously reported. Mau- 
rice Streletsky shifts from the All- 
ston, Allston, to the Egyptian as 
manager, and Aaron Shindler, for- 
merly assistant manager at the Capi- 
tol, is now manager of the Allston. 





Shea’s Company Union 
Buffalo, Oct. 22. 
Officers of the newly formed 
Shea’s Service Employees Benevo- 


}lent Association are Martin Murreit 


of the Kenmore, president; George 
Maurer, the Buffalo, v.p.; Robert 
Conlon, the Hipp, treasurer, and Tom 
Bingham, Seneca, secretary. Asso- 
ciation reported to be employees’ an- 
swer to outside attempts to unionize. 

Bob Davis, Universal booker, has 


i joined the U. S. Air Corps and be- 


gins training at Chanute Feld, Il. 
Mary Fridrich, formerly of Shea's 
Buffalo, has joined RKO here. 
Spencer Balser with Basil circuit 
for past 15 years, film buyer for all 
Basil theatres in this district. 
Genesee, Mt. Morris, reopened Oct. 
15 with Richard DeTota lessee and 








mentary. Prints are processed by theatres so that the stars may cross | ‘ “ae George Smi oahen 

: ‘ : re ’ “Pee egh - Ss ere -orge Smith managing. 
Karski Motion Picture Service Co.|the street above the heads of the| upon the producer-distributors in Ray gy ggg Psat 7 R. Osborn, sot ag ll inspection 
and are only newsreel items devel-|crowd and yet be seen by all the New York for recognition and aj|‘*"™: : ‘ 9 > SS ve ’ltrip of the Dipson'’s West Virginia 


contract, the Screen Publicists Guild | 40 has operated three tugs for the 


past 30 years: Mrs. Anne Grimeson | theatres, announces his Colonial, El- 
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oped here aside from seasonal foot- | gapers. 
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ball stuff. | Chicago street car and elevated has petitioned the National ; ‘ec | Mira, will reopen Christmas after 
Levey has maintained close link | lines are advertising the event on all | Relations Board for certification ite er eae ae stern oe | complete remodeling. 
with NBC and newspapers, partic-|cars and stations. Hearst Herald-|the collective bargaining agent for | 2° WCen Kasi tiver and fuse’) Hy Rodman transferred from 
| 


ularly Chronicle. 


For first anni- | and-American has gone for a full tie- 


versary of house last month, Levey |up and is running a contest for men 
compiled special subject titled ‘52|to act as escorts for Paulette God- 


Weeks of War.’ Subject was tied in 


with Chronicle war anniversary | escorted by Gary Cooper, c e cers . : ay? | fOing 
3 J  &, r ; claimed it ‘Tugboat Annie Day.’ | 596 . 

number and whole affair broadcast |Preston Foster and Robert Preston.|"0w or later. Hearings are being | 104 paris was officially named head | 0Peration during the process. ' 

Both theatres, with a total capac- | held before Charles Krame at the ; She . Otto Gratzer, formerly Ritz, Sher- 


by NBC. 
House has contained a small radio | 


dard and Madeline Carroll, and girls 
to be 


ity of 6,500 seats, have been sold out 


publicity-advertising persannel in 
the home offices. Hearings on the | 
| petition began Monday (21). Un-| 
flikely that there will be a decision | 
|\from the NLRB until a week from | 


}man, 60, retired, 


NLRB offices in N. Y. | 


Sound ports, and Mrs. Chancy Wy- 
of Vashon Island, 
who has piloted tugs between Ta- | 
coma and Vashon. 

Mayor H. P. Cain of Tacoma pro- | 


of the entertainment events. 
The mayor presided at a banquet 


| bassy, 


| Loew’s Providence, to manage Em- 


Rochester. 
Glenn Freeland, owner of the Cin- 
ema, Canisteo, reopened house. 
Schine’s Palace, Syracuse, under- 
alterations but remaining in 


man. will open the Mexico, in Mex- 


: ‘er since i "asi is i as s ‘0, N. Y., next month, 
studio ever since opening, equipped |completely for the occasion at $1.65 | It Ral egguee the eastern PS 0 Sane at the visiting stars. Splen- ne , oe 
with news printers. Regular sked|top. At first only the Chicago was|membership now embraces more| 4; , cooperation was given by yacht | RaGr . 
of shows, including hourly news |set aside for the preem, but the de- a 90% of the employees eligible | ine and ‘steamship Sitiee totale. & Rg Associates’ Merger Yen 
- in of , ree } ilizn- |to join. hese inc > ici eee get piesa ’ ‘he Motion Picture Associates, or- 
flashes, is aired by KSAN. Re-|mand for ducats forced the utiliza join These include publicity |) iniant ‘Hollywood’ opening put 1e Motior icture Cla : 


cently, Levey spent $3,000 to build an | 
additional studio with room for | 
audience of 100, completely equipped | 
technically for all types of broad- | 
casting and for newsreel sound re- | 
cording. 

First show to air from new setup 
is Roma Wine’s ‘What Do You 
Think?’ interview show, with Art 
Linkletter handling, on Mutual. Any- 
body can say anything he cares to | 


tion also of the State-Lake. 





‘Aunt Maggie’ Getting 
Gala Preem In Atlanta 





Atlanta, Oct. 22. 
With William Seal, exploitation 
manager for Republic Pictures, on 


writers, admen and artists attached 
|to the publicity-ad departments. 
The plan of the N. Y. SPG is to 
j}hook up with the western. Screen 
|Publicists Guild for the formation 
of a national organization. This no 


doubt will follow whatever action 


is taken on the hearings 
{NLRB and the progress 
negotiations with the 
Ultimately the SPG 


before the 


made in 


envisions an 


| 
| 


. | 
home offices 


Tacoma into the film center that 


evening. 





Cameraman Menken’s 
Personals With Pic 


Arthur Menken, newsreel camera- 


| hook up 


ganization of film salesmen working 
New York exchanges, may 
with the Variety Clubs. 
Matter is slated for discussion with 
the arrival in N. Y. today (Wed.) 
of John Harris, founder of the Piitts- 


out of 


| burgh club and Bob O’Donnell, who 


is active in the Dallas organization 
They will huddle with Jack Ellis of 
the RKO N. Y. exchange, who is 
president of the M.P. Associate 
There is also a M.P. Associates or- 
(Continued on page 18) 
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On any subject in the news—draft, scene, and Herbert Yates. chairman oe” that W ill embrace pub-|man who recently returned from 
° 7 . ; « » « - L c >, I *"IcTC Ter a in 7 " : . | 
elections, Communists, etc. Show " fen cists and advertising men in all| Europe, is making a personal ap- peieeamie 


has only been on air since Oct. 1, but 
has stirred up terrific excitement 
and materially aided grosses at the- | 
atre. tudio is available to all net- 
works, and KFRC probably will | 
shift several shows to house during 
remodeling of the Don Lee studios 
here. 





| Perkerson, 


(lanta Journal’s 


of board due to arrive today (Tues- 
day), everything is set for premiere 


|showing of ‘Who Killed Aunt Mag- 


gie?’ Thursday (24) night at Rialto 
theatre. 

Pic is filmization of mystery novel 
of same name by Medora Field- 
Atlanta newspaper- 
woman who is associate ed of At- 
(local) Magazine, of 


parts of the country as well as N. Y. 
and Hollywood. SPG on the Coast 
has a contract with the producers 
negotiated last year 


| _—__ 


Free Concerts 





Cleveland, Oct. 22. 


pearance tour with Paramount’s 
‘World in Flames.’ Pic is a 62-minute 
compilation of newsreels 

Menken will be out with the film 
about three weeks, according to 
present plans. He’s giving a short 
resume of his experiences, before 
each showing of the film. He handled 
the lens in Europe for a number of 
companies, last for March of Time. 


PATERSON PREMIERE 
FOR ABBOTT-COSTELLO 


Oct. 30 has been declared a city- 
wide holiday by Paterson, N. J., for 
on that evening Paterson’s favorite 


RKO S $1 5.000 CONTEST — _ gr scoop oe Musak made an outdoor instal- When, during the Russo-Finnish cam- mud — = oo, vs -” nad 
‘ . en gives H ‘ ‘4 d ™ oJ k t _ lation of wired amplifiers for free | Paign, it became impossible for be C I ring the wee . P: ; 

ON LITTLE MEN PLUGS § Wal uM ubbarda, P. ona Harrie outdoor concerts, the first ones ever |Menken to use h camera, he turned rt ee of their rela =n . pete 
_— a ter Abel, will arrive by | sponsored here by a theatre, in an/ straight news reporter for several) “@ribbean Holiday,’ to this city. The 
memes | Chartered plane tomorrow (Wednes- | experiment that became the high- | U. S. dailies. whole town will be turned over to 
Cash awards of $15,000 will be di-|4@yY) to take part in premiere light of Loew’s Granada’s 13th an- Abbott and Costello, lock, stock and 


} 


festivities. 


vided among theatre managers of | niversary celebration. barrel, that day. There will be pa- 
this country and Canada for the best | | Drumming it up as a civie stunt. WB FI k () h M rades and festivities and banquets 
showmanship embodied in cam- |John G. Newkirk, manager, inter- acks UN t e OV@ |The big event of the evening will 


paigns on ‘Little Men’ by RKO. This | 
is the picture that has ‘Elsie’ the | 
Borden glamour cow, in the cast. 

The $15,000 will be split into 369 | 
different prizes. Contest begins | 
Nov. 1 with national release 


ing all dates of the picture during 
this period. 


There will be 13 prizes totaling | 


$1,350 to cover first-run theatres and 
62 prizes of $2,100 for subsequent run 
theatres in cities of 100,000 and 
over; 18 prizes totaling $1,350 to 
first-run theatres and 78 of $2,275 
for subsequents in towns of 25,000 to 
100,000; and $5,100 to 163 theatres of 
all classes in towns of less than 


25,000. Also, there wil be five prizes the current best-sellers discussed. | ture’s story. hight stands in Tex c of é Bud Abbott and Lou Costello have 
eer ae soc gge Diag a ccnp ai hse a the the- Number of stills from the picture, | Dallas, Oct. 28, ie cunbinitins Ghee | rte rm by Universal for a sec- ‘ 
te tag ie "as eae Pe coe tanta mga prac oooh ae — reproduced on amateur photogra- ‘his Columbia western ‘Prairie | "They ure. fe ; 
tionally for the RKO Greater New |can stay for the first showing of the |e ea prints: accompanied the | Schooner.’ | Sabneaie uetiesom Seller * cata of 
York houses. In cases of ties. dupli- |picture in the price enetiagg ~tredbmge setter. Blurb was written in the| Actor hopped out after completing | which will be eas a ag pa tr 

’ . Owing style of lingo Kyser uses on the | his latest cowfilm, ‘Across the Sier- in the ~e ~ ty sch acyosting tt 


cate awards will be made. | 


and | 
will extend through Feb. 15, cover- | 


Arty B. 0. Buildup 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. 

Joe Feldman, advertising chief for 
WB here, has cooked up a stunt de- 
signed to increase matinee biz at 
class nabe houses and, if successful 
in South Hills district, where it’s 
been launched, will be 
/other suburban sites in the circuit. 
|Idea has a literary flavor, being a 
|series of weekly book reviews. pre- 
| sided over by couple of book-minded 
|women provided by town’s class 
| bookshops. 
| It’s a direct appeal io the neighbor- 


| hood femmes, who may want to hear 


the discussions. 


spread to| 


ested the local merchants’ association 
in the venture to the point of going 
splits on expenses for Muzak ser- 
vices. Amplifying set was installed 
in tower of theater building, which 
was illuminated by floodlights, kleigs 
and streamers of electrical garlands, 
and three-hour concerts were aired 
twice daily. 





‘Personal’ Touch 


As a stunt for the new Kay Kyser | 


picture, ‘You’ll Find Out,’ RKO sent 
letters on the bandleader’s  sta- 
tionery to circuits and exhibitors. 
Purportedly from Kyser, the letters 
give a first-hand account of the pic- 


; screen and radio, 


| 





) vas,’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 

Shakeup in Warners ‘publicity de- 
partment shifted Sam Clark. Coast 
exploitation head, to the studio flack 
staff. Among his new chores are 
downtown contacts formerly handled | 
by Les Mason, who moved over to} 
join Alex Evalove on mail feature 
services, 

Clark’s former post was filled by 
Marty Weiser. Will Yolen joined | 
the studio staff as a new member. 


COWBOY’S HOLIDAY 
. Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Bill Elliott opens a week of one- | 


which will be released later. 


| that 


then be shown at the Fabian. 

The entire proceeds of this initial 
showing will be turned over to 4a 
fund that Costello started last year 
to save Paterson’s St. Anthony's 
Church, the church in which he was 
christened. Last year this church, a 
wooden structure, had been con- 
demned by the city. A benefit show 
Costello put on last winter 
netted a goodly sum. Combined 
with the Oct. 30 take this will mean 
a new brick structure for the church 


| by the end of next spring. 





Abbott-Costello’s 2d for U 
Hollywood, Oct. 22. 


if clearance can be 
obtained on the latter. 
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‘Gone’ Ends Long Chi Run; Rockne’s’ 
2d, Plus Laurel-Hardy, Big $36,000, 
Duley’ Neat 4G, Navarro-Naish 136 


Chicago, Oct. 22. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ closed Sun- 
day (20) after a sensational run of 
38 weeks, for 17 of which it had been 
day-and-dated in the Oriental. On 
the closing week the trade bounded 
to near-capacity. Woods reverted to 
subsequent run grind policy yester- 
day (Monday), but the Essaness 
management is working on some 
deal to bring in another road-show 
film, possibly ‘Fantasia.’ 

On Thursday (24) evening the 
Chicago and State-Lake will be util- 
ized for the premiere of ‘Northwest 
Mounted Police’ at $1.65 reserved seat 
policy for the single showing. Para- 


mount and Balaban & Katz are turn- 
ing in a big exploitation drive for the 
opening h s*, with the civic leaders 
backing the premiere wholeheart- 
edly. State street council is co- 
operating 100%, and not only will 
sponsor a parade, but also seeing to 
it that all traffic is re-routed on 
openning night. ; 

On Oct. 31 Chaplin’s ‘The Dicta- 
tor’ will open day and date in Roose- 
velt on a grind policy at $1.10 top 


and the Apollo at $1.65 reserved seat | 


two-a-day policy. 

‘Rockne’ flicker holds for a second 
wees in the Chicago and indicates 
another powerful money session. 
Also holding is “They Knew What 
They Wanted’ at the Palace. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Carson’ (UA). Historical horse 
reclor getting the male play and 
looking for satisfying $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Westerner’ (UA), finished 
third week in loop to okay $5,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Rockne’ (WB) (2d wk) with Laurel 
and Hardy added to the stage this 
week. Again a brilliant gross in the 
offing at $36,000, after having zoomed 
far above indications on the first 
week with Jimmy Dorsey’s orch to 
$44,400. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Duley’ (M-G). Neat coin in the 
offing at $5,000 for this light comedy. 
Last week. ‘Time Comedy’ (WB), 
okay $4,300 for second loop gallop. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 28-44)— 


‘Money Woman’ (WB) and Duke E!- | —‘Kit Carson” (UA) and ‘Queen Des- 


| tiny’ (RKO). Second time recently 


lington orch on stage. Strictly the 
Duke’s presence for pleasant $17,000. 





| 


| 


i ‘Third Finger’ (MG) and ‘Glamour 


| ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) (2d wk). Will 


Last week, ‘Love Again’ (M-G) and | 


Uncle Walter’s Dog House 
show, $11,100. 

Palace (RKO) 
‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) (2d 
wk) and ‘Margie’ (U). Former go- 
ing to another bright mark currently 
at $10,000. Last week, with ‘Spitfire 
West’ (RKO), excellent $15,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—Argentine Way’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Medium $8,000, after taking 
okay $11,100 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— 
‘Lady Question’ (Col) and Ramon 
Navarro and J. Carrol] Naish heading 
stage show. So-so $13,000 in pros- 
pect. Last week. big $17,200 for 
‘Gold Rush Maisie’ (M-G) with Ed- 
mund Lowe, Ann Dvorak and Carole 
Landis on stage. 

United Artists (B&K—M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M- 
G) (3d wk). Rooney and Garland 
combination rates as boxoffice pow- 
erhouse and continues currently to 
$7.500, bang-up. Last week, big 
$9.900. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Gone’ (M-G). Closed finally 
on Sunday (20) after 38 sensational 
weeks and finished to practically 
capacity at $15,000, remarkable. 
House reverts to subsequent 30c. 
grind policy. 


Mostly H.0.s In Mont’ 
‘Adventure’ OK $4,500 


Montreal, Oct. 22. 
A brace of third-week and one 
second-week repeats are currently 
holding down grosses. ‘Boom Town,’ 
‘Westerners’ and ‘Spring Parade’ are 
the h.o.’s with balance doing .aver- 
age biz. 

Estimate for This Week. 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
Spring Parade’ (U) (2d wk). Good 
$6,000 ahead, after smash $11,000 last 
week, 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
It's in Air’ (Emp) and ‘Golden 
Fleecing’ (M-G). Average $5,500 in 
Sight. Last week. ‘Brigham Young’ 
{20th), good $6,000. 

_Uoew'’s (CT) (2.800: 30-40-60)— 
Boom Town’ (M-G) (3d wk.). Still 





radio | 


} 
} 
} 
| 


(2,500; 33-44-66)— | 


| bit here and $6,800 betters recent 








enough $2,500, after fine $3,500 last 
week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film 
(600; 25-50)— ‘Sans Lendemain’ (3d 
wk.). Around $1,100 in sight, after 
fair $1,300 last week. 

- Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
25-34)—‘Charme de la Boheme’ and 
‘Femme par Interim.’ Should hold 
to average $4,500. Last week, ‘Cafe 
du Port’ and ‘Chez les Planchers 
des Vaches,’ good, $4,200. 


BEERY, $9,200, 
BEST OF HOSS 
OPRYS INK-C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 22. 

Westerns are mostly what the 
filmgoer may choose this week, or 
else. The outdoor films are on three 
of the six first-run screens, with 
pick of Wally Beery, Jon Hall or 
Gene Autry. No really high cards 
are being dealt. In the other three 
first-runs the fan has a chance to 
catch up if he was late getting 
around, as holdovers of last week’s 
heavy registrants are at the New- 
man, Esquire and Uptown. 

Estimates for This Week. 

Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)—‘Ar- 
gentine Way’ (20th) (2d wk). Cur- 
rent pace is that of the usual hold- 
over, about $5,200. Opening week 
so good $8,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—Wyoming’ (MG) and ‘Haunted 
Honeymoon’ (MG), Beery western 
has slight edge on some of his re- 
cent films. Good $9,200. Last week, 








Sale’ (Col), good $9,700. 
Newman (Par) (1,900: 10-28-44)— 


carry on to $5,200, nice, after inaugu- 
ral got sturdy $8,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 


a United Artist release has been 
spotted in here instead of the Mid- 
land, where they habitually play. 
Satisfactory $6,800. Last week, ‘Pas- 


tor Hall’ (UA) and ‘River’s End’ 
(WB), so-so $5,000, 
Tower iJoffee) 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Oct. 24 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(2d wk). 

Capitol—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(2d wk). 

Criterion — ‘World 
(Par) (23). 

Globe — ‘Night Train’ 
(26). 

Music Hall—‘The Wesferner’ 
(UA). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Sept. 25) 

Paramount—‘Arise, My Love’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘Meet the Wildcat’ (U) 
(22d). 

Rivoli —‘Long Voyage Home’ 
(UA) (3d wk). 

Roxy—‘Down Argentine Way’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Strand— ‘Knute Rockne—All 
American’ (WB) (2d wk). 

Week of Oct. 31 

Astor — ‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(3d wk). 

Capitel—‘Great Dictator’ (UA) 
(3d wk). 

Criterion — ‘World in Flames’ 
(Par) (24 wk). 

(Reviewed in Vaniety, Oct. 16) 

Globe — ‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(2d wk). 

Music Halli— ‘The Westerner’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Arise, My Love’ 
(Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—‘Mexican Spitfire Out 
West’ (RKO) (29). 

Rivoli— ‘Long Voyage Home’ 
(UA) (4th wk). 

Roxy—‘Down Argentine Way’ 
(20th) (3d wk). 

Strand — ‘Knute Rockne—All 
American’ (WB) (3d wk). 


‘WANTED’ FAIR 
$13,500 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. 
Biz sagging in the middle again 
after showing encouraging signs of 
an uptake for couple of straight 


(UA) 


in Fames’ 


(20th) 











N. Y. Big, Chaplin's Capitol Record 
At $106,000, and $20,000 at Astor: 
‘Arise’ $6000, ‘Knute -Herman, 456 





(Best Exploitation: Astor-Capitol) 

Charlie Chaplin’s “Great Dictator,’ 
at the Astor and Capitol on its first 
dates anywhere, is burning up a lot 
of New York coin but several other 
houses which have shows with more 
than the ordinary pull are seem- 
ingly not suffering from any inter- 
ference. Cold weather and large 
weekend crowds in a spending mood, 
including again a lot of out-of- 
towners in to see the Fair before it 
folds, have reacted favorably at the 
boxoffice. Tourists are no doubt 
finding time to see some of the pic- 
tures. 

‘Dictator’ had its premiere Tues- 
day night (15). Not counting the 
openings, which included much invi- 
tation paper, ‘Dictator’ starts its 
regular weeks on Wednesdays. At 
the Cap (reserved opening night), it 
is on a consecutive policy and on the 
first seven days ending last night 
(Tues.) had $106,000 in the till. This 
is a record for any week at the Cap, | 
previous high of $105,000 having been 
|established by a Garbo picture some 
years back. The first six days at the 
Astor, through Monday (21), the 
Chaplin film had garnered $20,000. 

Doing seven shows a day at the 
Cap at 75c mats and $1.10 evenings, 





including midnight shows every 
evening, ‘Dictator’ had a strong 
opening Wednesday (16), fell off 


on Thursday and Friday, but came 
back powerfully on the weekend. 
Business on Monday (21) was the 
lowest on the week. 

At $106,000 on the initial week, 
‘Dictator’ compares with ‘Gone With 
the Wind’s $75,000 on the first seven 
days. Latter was unable to get the 
same turnover. 

At the Astor the Chaplin picture 
\is doing two shows during weekdays 
at a $2.20 top and three on Satur- 
days-Sundays. ‘Gone’ was two-a-day 
on all seven and for it the capacity 
at the Astor was $20,700, but on its 
first week, with sale of some stand- 
ing room, the gross was $21,200. 
‘Dictator’ will top this on its first 





full seven days in view of three 
shows on Saturdays and Sundays, | 
business being capacity. including | 





weeks. Weather can take a bow, 
however, for this week’s sloppy | 
performances. Snowstorm 
out of nowhere over weekend put 
the crimp in everything and 
sloughed downtown generally and 
nabes as well. Return of Indian 
summer again yesterday (21) 
brought better results and there’s a 
chance slack may be pulled up down 
the stretch. 

Penn doing pretty good with ‘They 
Knew What They Wanted,’ but 


(2,110; 10-30)— | hardly up to either marquee draw or 


‘Ride, Tenderfoot’ (Rep) with Bowes | orjx raves, with a p.a. by Laughton 


sixth anni unit on stage. Names of 
both Autry and Bowes lift pace a 


takes. Last week, ‘Margie’ (U) film 
with Don Zelaya heading stage bill, 
fair $6,000. 





on Saturday (19) accounting for at 
least an extra couple of grand. Run- 
ning bigger-seater a close second is 
Alvin, with ‘Down Argentine Way.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 





‘ROCKNE’ HEFTY $14,000 


‘Argentine Way’ (20th). Should have 
|no trouble doing $11,000 and may go 
over that, with second week assured 
land third at Senator more than 
Last week, second of ‘Hired 


$9,800 opener. 


TO LEAD FAIR BALTO is os very good at $6,800 after 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 


Baltimore, Oct. 22. |—‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) (2d wk). Not 


Only fair action here, with ex-! 
ception of ‘Knute Rockne’ at the! 
Stanley, which is chalking up an) 


impressive take. “They Knew What) 


| They Wanted,’ at the combo Hipp, | 
jis attracting an adult play mostly | 


‘effort. 


clicking for nice $6,500, after very. 


£00d $9,000 last week. 
Princess (CT) (2,300: 25-34-50)— 
‘Married Adventure’ (20th) and 


Lone Wolf’ (Col). Apt to gross good | 


pot. Last wee, ‘Rangers Fortune’ 
jaan and ‘Want Divorce’ (Par), nice 
worpheum (Ind) (1.100; 35-40-50 )— 

‘esterner’ (UA) (3d wk.). Good 


at night. 

Considerable shifting of dates at 
Keith’s pulled out ‘Argentine Nights’ 
Tuesday (15) prematurely, putting in 
‘A Little Bit of Heaven’ on heels 
of ambitious ballyhoo stirred up by 
Milt Crandall, who grabbed off con- 
siderable space but not much action 
at the b.o. ‘Pastor Hall’ set to open 
tomorrow (Wed.). 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
28-44) — ‘Westerner’ (UA). Getting 
mild response to possible $10,000. 
Last week, second of ‘Strike Up 
Band’ (M-G) added steady $7,300 to 
strong opening round to $13,600. 

Hippodreme (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘They Knew) 
What Wanted’ (RKO) plus vaude. 
Getting nocturnal response and} 
building to possible $13,000 Last! 
week, ‘Howards Virginia’ and vaude, | 
disappointed with mild $11,400. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.406; 15-| 
28-33-39-44) — ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA). | 
Opening tomorrow (Wed.) after | 


quick booking of ‘Little Bit Heaven’ 
(U) fell down to uneventful $6,000, | 
in spite of extra heavy publicity | 
Preceeding ‘Argentine Nights’ | 
fell down at $3,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- | 
44)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) (2d wk). | 
Holding very nicely at $4,500, after | 
good opening round to $6,900. 

Stanley (WB)e« (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB). Leading 
town in rosy style at $14,000. Last) 
week, second of ‘City Conquest’ 
(WB), added alright $4,800 to good | 
opening sesh at $9,190. 


| Alvin and sluff twin-features 


holding up as expected and comes 
out tomorrow (23) for ‘Spring 
Parade’ (U). Will do around $3,000, 
sharp drop on heels of surprising 
$6.800 for getaway session. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) 
Should grab around $13,500, which 
is bit bejter than just fair. Feeling is 
that somber subjects aren’t good 
b.o. these days and ‘Wanted’ is cer- 


tainly ne comedy. Last week, 
‘Rangers Fortune’ (Par), terrible, 
under $8,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 25-35-50)—‘City 


Conquest’ (WB) (2d run). Third week 
downtown, Cagney-Sheridan starrer 
having previously played Stanley 
and Warner. Hasn’t run out its first- 
run string yet, as pretty good $2,700 
will testify. Last week. ‘Strike Up 
Band’ (M-G).‘good $3,000. 

Senater (Harris) (1.700; 25-35-50) 
—Hired Wife’ (U). Shut down for 
five months, house suddenly re- 
opened this week with one day’s 
notice to take over ‘Wife.’ which de- 
served third week at Alvin. Should 
do around $2,000, not bad. House 
stays lit now, playing h.o.’s from 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Doing just about half what picture 
did at opener. Heading for around 
$11,000, and nobody’s going to com- 
plain too much about that. Last 
week was over-estimated somewhat. 
Got about $21,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Haunted Honeymoon’ (M-G) and 
‘Comin’ Round Mountain’ (Par). 
Doing fair enough, with most of 
credit going to ‘Mountain,’ which has 
been getting action in the territory | 
on the strength of the hillbilly radio 
names. Should hit $4,500, all right 
for a twinner. Last week, ‘City Con- | 
quest’ (WB), on h.o. from Stanley, | 


|! good $5,300. | 


coming 


sale of the badly-located box seats | 
and some standing room. 

Despite the inroads on wallets by | 
| ‘Dictator’, there seems to be plenty | 
to go around for other shows which 
have b.o. strength. 


Frances Langford and the Tommy 
Reynolds band, is turning the trick 
|/in smash style at the Paramount, 
| where it ended its first week last 
night (Tues.) at $60,000. This is the 
biggest non-holiday week house has 
had under its five-year policy of = 
| Shows. Only on four occasions, with 
| holidays figuring, has the gross been 
|}over $60,000. 

Strand has ‘Knute Rockne’ and the 
Woody Herman orchestra, which 
| also is socking through smartly in 
| spite of the fact the picture is at- 
|tracting a vast majority of men, All 
|indications point to $45,000 or over 
the first week, which is excellent 
business. 

Still another picture that is shak- 
|ing money loose from the fans is 
‘Down Argentine Way’ at the Roxy. 
It will hit about $46,000, strong 
going. This show as well as those at 
the Par and Sirand will hold over. 

State is also right up there with 
the winners. Currently playing | 
‘Boom Town’ and the Benny Davis} 
revue, it is clocking ’em in bunches | 
for $30,000 or better, very good. 
House also had a corking stanza last 
week with ‘Argentine Nights’ first- 





‘Arise, My Love,’ with Jon Hall, | petition. 





run and George Jessel, a strong 
finish sending the take to almost 
$35,000. 

Music Hal winds up a 14-day run | 
tonight (Wed.) with ‘They Knew! 
What They Wanted,’ which got $85,- | 
000 the first week and will be about 
$70,000 on the holdover. 

Powerful exploitation and publi- 
city figured for ‘Dictator,’ on which 
also a lot of money was spent in ad- 


vertising. \ 
Taboo for several years under a 
‘gentlemen's agreement,’ the use of | 


stars or other reviewer symbols in 
advertising, out front or in papers, | 
may now be utilized by all Broad-| 
way theatres, if desiring. Idea of| 
banning stars and the like was with | 
a view to knocking them out of re-| 
views but in this objective there has | 
been no success. 

The Rivoli, which claims it was no 
part of that agreement, used a sym- 
bol rating on ‘Long Voyage Heme’ | 
and the Par followed suit on ‘Arise | 


|My Love,’ this leading to the end | 


of the ban by others. Lesser Broad- | 
way first runs have used the stars | 
now and then right along. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012: 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) | 
—‘Dictator’ (Chaplin-UA) (2d wk). ' 
Capacity here, including sale of 
boxes which are not desirable, plus 
some standees; on first six days’ 
through Monday (21), $20,000. Pic- 
ture is doing two shows daily and 
three on Saturdays-Sundays. Ad- 
vance sale reported very heavy. 

Capitol (4,520; 75-$1.10)-—Dictator’ ! 


(Chaplin-UA) (2d week). Starting 
its weeks on Wednesdays, following 
a special preem Tuesday evening 
(15), Chaplin comedy begins its 
first holdover today (Wed). The ini- 
tial week through last night (Tues.) 
was $106,000, a new all-time high for 
the house. The $106,000 figure com- 
pares with $75,000 first week for 
‘Gone’ (M-G) which played four 
shows daily here as against seven for 
‘Dictator.’ 

Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65) — 
‘World in Flames’ (Par). Opens 
here today (Wed.), following a fair 
week of nearly $7,000 with ‘Quarter- 
back’ (Par). Behind that, ‘Wyom- 
ing’ (M-G) (2d week), over $8,000. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55)—‘Captain 
Caution’ (UA). Looks for about $7,- 
000 okay. Last week ‘Let George Do 
It’ (FA) was $6,000. 

Palace (1,700; 28-35-55)—‘Brigham 
Young’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Great 
Profile’ (1st run), dualed. Not more 
than about $8,000 indicated for this 
pair, okay. Last week ‘Ramparts’ 
(RKO) (2d run) and ‘Dance, Girl’ 
(RKO) (ist run), $9,000, good. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-85-99 )— 
‘Arise My Love’ (Par) and, on stage, 


Frances Langford, Jon Hall and 
Tommy Reynolds orchestra (2d 
week). Begins holdover today 
(Wed.). On the first seven days 


through last night (Tues.) a power- 
ful money-getter, adding to ,000. 
This is the best non-holiday biz the 
house has done under its present 
policy, now nearly five years old. 
Last week, second for ‘I Want Di- 
vorce’ (Par) and Frankie Masters, 
Jane Froman, Three Stooges, $26,500, 
minor profit. 

Radie City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Knew What They 
Wanted’ (RKO) and stage show (2d- 
final week). Restrained on holdover 
somewhat to $70,000, but all right 
after first seven days’ take of $85,000. 
‘Westerner’ (UA), long ready, opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialte (750; 28-44-55)—‘Meet Wild- 
cat’ (U). Brought here yesterday 
morning (Tues.). ‘Still Alive’ (RKO) 
proved slow, $5,000, while ahead of 
that ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) on 8% 
days good $9,200. 

Rivoli (2,092: 35-55-75-99)—‘Long 
Voyage Home’ (U) (3d week). 
Finished second stanza last night 
(Tues.), showing pretty good 


Strength at $20,000 in view of com- 


The first week, $31,000, 
good. 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-75) —‘Down Ar- 
gentine Way’ (20th) and stage show. 
Clicking very well for $46,000 or bit 
better, away over the house average 
for this year, and will hold. Second 
week for ‘Spring Parade’ (U), 
$41,000. 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10,— 
‘Boom Town’ (M-G) (2d run) and the 
Benny Davis Revue. Plenty of folks 
are filing past the b.o. for a strong 
$30,000 or over. Last week over the 
second of the Jewish holidays, ‘Ar- 
gentine Nights’ (U) (1st run) and 
George Jessel, with latter credited 
for much of the draw, big $35,000. 
Show finished very stoutly after a 
sock weekend take of over $15,000, 
which is reaily jamming ’em in. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Rockne’ (WB) and Woody Herman 
orchestra. Although not getting so 
many women, there are plenty of 
males to sell tickets to; on the first 
week a very fine $45,000 is indicated. 
Last week, third for ‘City Conquest’ 
(WB) and Bobby Byrne band, with 
guest conductors subbing for the 
hospitalized Byrne, close to $25,000, 





‘CORRESPONDENT’ NIFTY 


$24,000 IN BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 22. 
Major boxoffice attraction this 
stanza is ‘Foreign Correspondent,’ at 
Loew’s Metropolitan. Second best 
bet is at Fabian Fox, showing ‘How- 
ards of Virginia’ and ‘Quarterback.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50) ~ 
‘Argentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Chan 
Wax’ (20th). Satisfactory $19,000. 
Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ (20th) 
and ‘Great Profile’ (20th), okay 
$16,500. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,089: 25-35-50) — 
‘Howards Virginia’ (Col) and ‘Quar- 
terback’ (Par). Strong $23,000. Last 





week, ‘Want Divorce’ (Par) and 
‘Stranger Third Floor’ (RKO), fime 
$17,000. 


Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50) — 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) and 
‘We Are Young’ (M-G). Splendid 
$24,000. Last week, ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), first-rate $18,500. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4.126; 25-35- 
50)—‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Earl 
Puddlestone’ (Rep) (2d wk). Healthy 
$19,000. Last week, stunning $25,000, 

Strand (WB) (2,870: 25-35-40)— 
‘Mystery Sea Raider’ (Par) and ‘Be- 
fore Hang’ (Col). Okay $5,000. Last 


week, ‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep) and 
‘Girl God’s Country’ (Rep), so-se 
$4,500. 
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Mpls. Scraping Bottom; ‘Rockne 


Good $8,000, 


Minneapolis, Oct. 22 
Bottom seems to have fallen out 
of grosses, especially in recent weeks 
which have witnessed progressively 
worse boxoffice returns., with even 
ace films suffering. The entire gen- 


eral business picture here is blu- | 
and | 
estate | 


ishly tinted and conscription 
election uncertainties, real 
tax payment and lack of any con- 
siderable U. S. defense spending in 
this region are being blamed. 

A sign of the depressed condi- 
tions is the fact that the first foot- 
ball exodus—this time to Columbus, 
Ohio—the past weekend was con- 
siderably smaller than usual. . 
pite the importance of the Ohio 
State-Minnesota game and the vast 
amount of local interest in it, the 
only special train scheduled had to 
be called off. 

Two of the film newcomers, ‘Knute 
Rockne’ and “The Return of Frank 
James’, will make respectable box- 
office showings, without, however, 
garnering anywhere near what they 
deserve. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Hirsch-Katz) (1,400; 28-44- 
55)—‘Melody Moonlight’ (Rep) and 
Jackie Heller and revue on stage. 


Vaudeville proving better supple- | 


ment for line of girls and flash pro- 
duction numbers than burlesque 
roadshows. Should climb to fair 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Three Faces 
West’ (Rep) and ‘Vanities Moderne’ 
on stage, $3,000, poor. 

Astor (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Girl Avenue A’ (20th) and ‘Scar 
Murder’ (M-G), dual first-runs. In 
for five days and headed for good 
enough $1,500. Last week, ‘Charlie 
Chan Wax’ (20th) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (U), dual first-runs, split 
with ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col) and ‘Gay 
Caballero’ (20th), 


Des- | 


also dual first. | 





Temple N.G. $1,500 


| 33-44) — ‘Argentine Way’ (20th). 
' Latin musical has struck popular 
note here and might get $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Strike Band’ (M-G) (2d 
| week), $4,900, socko. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—'Return Frank James’ (20th) 
(2d run), three days; ‘We Young’ 
(M-G), two days, and ‘Courageous 
| Dr. Christian’ (RKO), two days. 
|Good week at $1,800. Last week, 
| ‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep) and ‘Leather 
Pushers’ (U), split, $1,600, okay. 


CROSBY, $11,000, 








Cincinnati, Oct. 22. 

‘Rockne’ is kicking a goal for the 
Palace and ‘Rhythm on River’ in an 
Albee click. They are mainstays in 
keeping current main-stem traffic 
from slipping behind last week’s 
mild combo take. 
| This week’s other fresh releases, 
'‘Dulcy,’ at Keith's, and ‘Bit of Hea- 
ven,’ in Lyric, are down under. 
Continued stretch of exceptionally 
high temperature for this season de- 
toured general biz over the week- 
end, 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par). Crosby okay 
| $11,000, Ditto last week on ‘Third 
| Finger’ (M-G). 
| Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
\“Third Finger’ (M-G). Moveover 
| from Albee. 
| week, ‘Spring Parade’ (U), second 
| week of second run, mild $3,000. 
Family (RKO) _ (1,000; 15-28)— 





Fairly good $4,500, Last | 





runs, $1,800, okay. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 
44)—‘No Time Comedy’ (WB). 
good cast names and pretty good 
$4,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Man 
Married’ ‘20th), out after six days, 
$2.000, bad. 


‘Triple Justice’ (RKO) and ‘Who Is | 
Guilty’ (Mono), split with ‘Man | 
From Monterey’ (WB) and ‘Sailor’s | 
Lady’ (20th). All right $2,200. Same | 
last week for ‘Fugitive Prison Camp’ | 
(Col) and ‘Way of Flesh’ (Par), di- | 
vided with ‘Girl God’s Country’ 


28-39- 
Some 


Esquire (Gillman) (290; 28-39-44) | (Rep) and ‘Marked Men’ (Ind). 
—'The Ape’ (Mono). This is the| Grand (RKO) (1,439; 33-40-50)— | 
type of picture that clicks here | ‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (2d wk). | 


where customers seem to want the 
horror stuff. May reach nice $900, 
helped by presence of Karloff. Last 
week, ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) (4th wk.), 
out after five poor days, $300, fol- 
lowing three big weeks at World. 


Held over for second week after ini- | 
| tial week at Palace, which fetched | 
wham $17,000. Swell $5,000. Last | 
| week, socko $8,500. 

Keith’s (Libson) 


—Dulcy’ (M-G). N.s.g. $4,000. Ditto 


Gopher ‘Par-Singer) (998; 28)— | last week on ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA). 
‘young People’ (20th). Shirley | Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
Temple’s star apparently has set | ‘Bit of Heaven’ (U). Awful $2,800. 


here and poor $1,500 will be all.|Same last week for ‘Men Against 


7 ‘ . ‘(Pp ) j | Sky’ (RKO). 
Laat week Quarterback’ (Pan), sx | A Rico) 200; 33-40-50) 


(1,500; 33-40-50) | 


(WB) and ‘Slightly Tempted’ (U). 
Indicate neat $7,300, mostly based on 
'Cagney. Last week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) 
| and ‘Karanga’ (U) (six days, 2d wk). 
| Big $5,100, 

| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- 
50)—‘River’s End’ (WB) and ‘Money 
and Women’ (WB) with vaude. 
|Paced for $5,500. Last week, ‘Scat~- 
|terbrain’ (Rep) and ‘Ride Tender- 
'foot’ (Rep) with vaude, $4,500, fair. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (3,039; 30-40-50) -—- ‘Moon Over 
'Burma’ (Par) and ‘Sky Murder’ 


_(M-G). Bidding for fair $5,000. Last 
‘week, ‘Spring Parade’ (U) and 
|‘Quarterback’ (Par) (2d wk, six 
|days) $3,600, mild. 

| Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
_50)—Rockne’ (WB). Moved over 
from Orpheum, indicated good $2,800. 
|Last week, (20-35) ‘Drive By Night’ 
(WB) and ‘Windy Poplars’ (RKO), 
latter replaced by ‘Saint Takes Over’ 
(RKO) last two days of okay week 
(2d run), garnering $2,100. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 
16-32)—‘Pride Prejudice’ (M-G) and 
‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) (2d run). 

Last week, 
‘Dr. Chris- 





big $2,500. 


CAGNEY-VAUDE NEAT 


|Expected fair $2,200. 
‘Debutante’ (M-G) and | 
| tian Meets Woman’ (RKO) (2d run) 








Washington, Oct. 22. 
‘City for Conquest,’ backed by 
strong word of mouth on vaude bill, 
is leading town this stanza at the 
Earle. Pie drew _ second string 


critics on all four papers, but boys 
went to town on it as a sleeper, toss- 
_ing in avalanche of adjectives also 
/on Mario and Floria and Buck and 
; Bubbles. 

| Second honors look divided be- 
| tween ‘Westerner,’ at Palace, and 
*‘Dulcy,’ with vaude at Capitol, “They 
Knew What They Wanted’ is pick- 
|ing up rapidly at Keith’s after slow 
| start, latter particularly unexplain- 
lable in view of Laughton p.a. on 
opening day (18). 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Dulcy’ (M-G) and vaude. Ann 
‘Maisie’ Sothern, as she’s billed in 
the ads, is responsible for passable 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ 
(20th) and vaude, $15,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘World Flames’ (Par). World pre- 
miere bally, sneak preview and hefty 
ads quoting endorsements of official 
bigwigs will bolster newsreel fea- 
ture to $4,000, average for first runs 
,at class B spot. Last week, ‘Frank 
| James’ (20th) (2d run), same figure. 
| Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
| ‘City Conquest’ (WB) and vaude. 
| Excellent notices and word of mouth 
|on both Cagney pic and stage, head- 
| ed by Buck and Bubbles and Mario 
| and Floria, will lead town with good 





(Par-Singer) (2,800; 28- | ‘Rockne’ (WB). Bright $12,000. Last | $17,000. Last week, ‘Knute Rockne’ 
99.445 maturn Frasie James’ (20th). | week, ‘Down Argentine Way’ (20th),| (WB) and Andrews Sisters, swell 
Voted a good picture, but inferior to | neh og (2.150: 33-40-50) — | $21,000. 
the original ‘James’ film. Will be}, Shuber ; Way’ 30th). | Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
poor at $4,000. Last week. ‘Howards | OW? Argentine ay ‘ -|‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO). Rave 
Virginia’ (Col), $4,600, bad. | Transferred from Palace for neces |reviews and features on Laughton’s 
State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- | lg ° i ga a A — |p.a. opening day (18) sending slow 
44)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB). Easily | 73\° $3,000. ‘| start toward strong $12,000. Last 


the picture of the week here and | 
getting particular attention from the | 
army of gridiron fans. Some appeal, | 
too, for the Scandinavian popula- | 
tion. However, limited feminine pull 


CAGNEY-SHERIDAN OKA 
probably will keep gross down to | $7 300, TOPS SEATTLE 


Band’ (M-G) (2nd wk.), $6,700, good, | 
after big $10.400 first week. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— | Tacoma, neighboring city. is steal- 
‘Rhythm River’ (Par). First neigh- | ing the publicity spotlight this week 
borhood showing. Looks like fine | from Seattle with premiere of ‘Tug- 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Sea Hawk’ (WB), | boat Annie Sails Again,’ heralding 
first neighborhood showing, $2,600, | reception of a series based on the 
good. |Northwest’s great contribution to 

World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; | fictional characters. Three theatres 
98-39-44-55) —‘Howards Virginia’ | in Tacoma had this opus for Friday’s 
(Col). Moved here from Orpheum | (18) initial showing, with many 
where it fared none to well. Mild |showmen from Seattle going to 
$1,200 in prospect. Last week, ‘Lady , Tacoma for the event. , 
Question’ (Col), $900, poor. | Locally, the Blue Mouse is dark 

cai ifor a week for a reshuffle on policy. 
With Music Box this Hamrick- 
Evergreen house has been the move- 








Seattle, Oct. 22. 


REUTER’S’ NICE $5,000 


!over spot. With new cooperative | 
plan on Warner pictures, the Roose- 
IN IMPROVING MEMPHIS velt, Sterling chain house (John 


Danz), is this week getting moveover 
from Orpheum of ‘Rockne.’ So all- 
|in-all the B. M. is being removed as 
a moveover house, and rumor says it 
| will go pop price grind. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


Memphis, Oct. 22. 
Films week are generally 
above par, with boxoffices respond- 
ing accordingly. ‘Down Argentine | 
Way’ and ‘Moon Over Burma’ are | 


this 


| week, ‘Spring Parade’ (U) (2d wk.), 
, built to big $9,000. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)-—-‘No 
| Time Comedy’ (WB) (2d run), Back 
|downtown after good week at Earle 
j}and will hit big $6,000. Last week, 
| ‘Coming Round Mountain’ (Par), 
| laughed at season’s most brutal re- 
| views for big $6,500. 
| Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)— 


| ‘Westerner’ (UA). Heading for av- 


| Band’ (M-G) (2d 


run), 
| strong for repeater. 


$10,500, 





| ‘Strike Up Band,’ $4,800, 


Lincoln, Neb., Oct. 22 

Better class films showered over 
theatre row this week, and biz is 
okay. Lincoln has ‘Strike Up Band’: 
Varsity, ‘They Drive By Night’, and 
Stuart with ‘Moon Over Burma’. 
| Through the three-day spread, with 
| the football team away in Kansas 
| and little else for the neighbors to 
| do, every window got a nice share. 
| Varsity found part of the reticence 
| on the part of spenders was due to 
| the tax, because a pickup in pace 
| was noted immediately when prices 





pace-setters, with the former out (850; 30-40-50)— Dark this week.| lopped from 44c to 40c, with the 
somewhat in front at Loev ’s Palace, |Last week, ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) | house absorbing the Government tap. 
while the latter is doing okay for $2,200, slow. Estimates for This Week 
the New Malco. : | Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) | Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
Warner’s ‘Dispatch from Reuter’s’ | (1,900; 20-35) — “Lucky Partners’ | (750; 10-15)—‘Doodle Kicks’ (RKO) 
is getting its share of the take. (RKO) and ‘Comin’ Round Moun- | and ‘Mexicali Rose’ (Rep): split with 
Estimates for This Week tain’ (Par) (2d run). Looking for | ‘O'Malley Mounted’ (RKO) nate | 
Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- good $3,200. Last week, ‘Frank | ‘Everything's Ice’ (RKO). Al ight 
44)—Dreaming Out Loud’ (RKO), | James’ (20th) and ‘Pier 12’ (20th) | é ' rig 


four days: ‘Men Against Sky’ (RKO), | (2d run), $2,700, good. i 
three days. Lum and Abner radio| Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 


following may get this one up to! green) (2,349; 30-40-50)—‘Argentine | 


$3,500, fair trade. Last week, ‘Third |Way’ (20th) and ‘Profile’ (20th) (2d 
Finger’ (M-G), $7.000. very good. |Wwk). Registering $4,500, okay, on six 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) | days. Last week, socko $8,000. 
—‘Dispatch Reuter’s’ (WB). Good! Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
campaign may gear this one up to ‘Howards’ (Col). Fine $6,500. Last 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) week, ‘Correspondent’ (UA) (3d 
(2d week), $3,800, good for h.o. | wk) $4,100, okay. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2.800; 10-| Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
33-44)—'Moon Burma’ (Par). La- | (850; 30-40-50)—‘Strike Band’ (M-G) 
mour’s good notices are helping, | (4th wk). Expects good $2,500 for 
mebbe to $6.000. Last week, ‘Ran- |six days. Last week, $3,200, great. 
gers Fortune’ (Par), $4,000, weak. | Orpheum 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,200: 10- | (2,600; 30-40-50)—‘City for Conquest’ 


| $900. Last week, ‘Flying Irishman’ 
| (RKO) and ‘Thundering West’ (Col), 
split with ‘Gambler Lady’ (RKO) 
~ ‘Man Monterey’ (WB), so-so 

‘ . 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
| (1,503; 10-25-40)—‘Strike Up Band’ 
| (M-G). A goodie at $4,800. Last 
| week ‘Knutg Rockne’ 
| days, got $7,000, very nice, but was 
| fading fast when pulled. 
| Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Para- 


| 


mount) (1,236; 10-20-25)—‘Chan Wax’ | 


176 TO LEAD WASH. 


‘J. Dorsey- Caballero’ Sock $26,000 


In Philly; Durbin Elegant $18,000 





‘Rockne’ All-American 
$5,500 in Portland, Ore. 


—EEEE 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 22. 
All but one-major house holding 
| pictures second stanza. ‘Foreign Cor- 
|respondent’ still doing well in its 


third week at the Mayfair. 

Paramount opened ‘Knute Rockne’ 
to nice pickings as only new show of 
ithe week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
| 50)—'The Westerner’ (UA). Holding 
‘a second week, winning good $3,500 
lafter a wow first week at $5,300. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1.500; 
35-40-50) — ‘Foreign Correspondent’ 
(UA) (third week), with ‘City Con- 
quest’? (WB) moved from the Par- 
amount for second stanza. Make a 
good combo and will probably get 
nice $3,200. Last week. ‘Correspond- 
ent’ with ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) 
okay $3,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 
800; 35-40-50 )—‘Down Argentine Way’ 
(20th) 
Heroes’ (20th) (Ist week). Good $3,- 
000. Last week, ‘One Crowded Night’ 
(RKO) big $4,500. 

Paramount ‘(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
| (3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Rockne’ (WB) and 
|*Young People’ (20th). Great $5,500. 
| Last week, ‘City Conquest’ (WB) and 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) strong $4,800. 
‘Conquest’ moved to the Mayfair. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000: 35- 
40-50 )—‘Strike Band’ (M-G) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G) (2d week). Rolling 
along towards fine $4,000. First week 
did hearty $5,200. 


‘WIFE -BREESE 
$16,900 CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 22. 

















| erage $14,500 Last week, ‘Strike Up | 


| OK in Improving Lincoln 66)—Hirea 


| Breese’ orch and Hartmans on stage. | 


(WB), in 11| 


Comedy is the only commodity 
that seems to have a high theatrical 
value in this citadel of escapists, who 
are brushing off any serious or heavy 
stuff. Best proof that laughs are de- 
manded here is found in strong turn- 
outs for ‘Hired Wife,’ in the lead at 
Palace, and ‘Strike Up Band’ at Still- 
man. Former, tied with Lou Breese’s 
orch, is RKO deluxer’s best film 
draw of the season. 

Both ‘Wyoming’ State 


at and 


age money. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Angels Broadway 
the plugging for Ben Hecht’s one- 
man show, just fair trade at $3,500. 
Last week, ‘No Time Comedy’ (WB), 
on moveover, surprised with fine 
$5,000. 

Hipp (Warner) (3.700; 30-35-42-55) 
—'City Conquest’ (WB). 
one of Cagney’s better action yarns 








poor $7,000. 

Lake (Warner) (900; 
| ‘Blondie Servant’ (Col) plus ‘Pier 13’ 
| (20th). Latter turkey pulling down 
| gross, but popular Dagwood Bump- 
| stead farce should be responsible for 
$1.500, ordinary. Last week, ‘Money 





Woman’. (WB) and ‘Stranger Third | 


Floor’ (RKO), poor $1,000 . 
Palace (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-42-55- 
Wife’ (U) plus Lou 


Good laugh show, and plenty power 
{on screen. 
lent for this economical bill. Last 
week ‘Bali Bali’ vaude unit sexed up. 
| ‘Great Profile’ (20th) to worthwhile 
| $16,000. 
| State (Loew’s) (3,450: 30-35-42-55) 
|—Wyoming’ (M-G). Too hokey as 
| horse opera for house’s clientele, but 
|Beery name holding it to average 
| $10,000. Last week, ‘Strike Up Band’ 
(M-G), $15,500, fine. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G). This 
shiftover striking up swell $7.000. 
|Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) on h. o. 
landed okay $5,000. 





week, ‘Girl Ave. A’ (20th) and ‘Mil- 
lionaires Prison’ (RKO), split with 
‘Dr. Christian Women’ (RKO) and 
‘Pop Pays’, (RKO), $2,300. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Paramount) 
(1,884;  10-25-40)— Moon 
(Par). Looks a light $3,200. 
week, ‘Argentine Way’ 
only $3,100, 
| Variety (Noble-Federer) 
| 10-20-25)—‘Lady Question’ (Col) and 
‘’'m_ Alive’ (RKO), Looks pretty 
| good, $2,300. Last week, ‘Glamour 
| Sale’ (Col) and ‘Girls Road’ (Col), 
|in five days, $1.600. 
Varsity (Noble-Federer) 


Last 
(20th), got 





(2d week) with ‘Yesterday’s | 


Hipp’s ‘City For Conquest’ are tied | 
fer second place, which means aver- | 


(Col). Despite all | 


Considered | 


and being repaid with nice $10,000. | 
Last week, ‘Brigham Young’ (20th), | 


28-40) — | 


Going to $16,500. excel- | 


i split with 


Burma’ | 





(1,100:— | 


7, 


Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 
The Earle, vaudfilmer, again takes 
top money this week, easily out. 
distancing other downtown de. 
luxers. With Jimmy Dorsey’s band 
topping the stage attraction and ‘Gay 
Caballero’ on the screen, the house 
looks for upwards of $26,000. 
Leading the straight pix palaces 
'is the Fox, with ‘Spring Parade,’ and 
|‘They Knew What They Wanted’ at 
| Boyd, is in second position, ‘Mummy's 
Hand’ and ‘Outsider,’ other two 
newcomers, are in so-so class, 


Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68) 
_— Angels Broadway’ (Col) (2d wk.) 
| (4 days). Being yanked tonight 
(Tues.) after getting okay $8,000 for 
this period. ‘The Dictator’ «UA) 
opens here tomorrow (Wed.) at in- 
creased prices. Last week ‘Angels’ 
did rosy $13,600. 

Arcad a (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—Great McGinty’ (Par) (2d rum), 
Opened Saturday (19) and looks like 
fair $3,800. Last week, ‘Boom Town’ 
(M-G), mediocre $4,400 for the sec- 
| ond week at increased prices. 
| Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO). Hy- 
poed by p.a. of Charles Laughton on 
opening day (17) and heading for 
satisfactory $15,500. Last sesh, 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G), hefty 
$10,800 for third trip. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Gay Caballero’ (20th) with Jimmy 
Dorsey orch and stage show. Looks 
like socko $26,000, Last week's take 
for ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep) and George 
White ‘Scandals’ nice $24,700. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Spring Parade’ (U). Durbin still 
a fave in Philly and getting elegant 
$18,000. Last week’s second try for 
‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) still in chips 
with $12,300. 











—‘Outsider’ (Alliance), Lean pick- 
|ings for this first-runner at $3,100. 
| Even worse than the $3,500 for the 
|second run of ‘Dulcy’ (M-G) last 
| week. ‘ 

| Keith's (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
|'—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) (2d run). 
| Still scoring nicely with heavy 
| $6,300. Last week, ‘Westerner’ (UA), 
missed par with $4,400. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—Argentine Way’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Skidding to even $10,000, after bull- 
ish $18,000 for opening trick. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 
‘Mummy’s Hand’ (U), Chiller net- 
ting fairish $4,700. Last week, 
‘Dance Girl’ (RKO), a shade better 
with $4,900. 


DURBIN’S ‘PARADE’ NICE 
$10,000 IN OMAHA 


Omaha, Oct. 22. 
Laughton-Lombard’s ‘They Knew 
What They Wanted,’ plus ‘Ladies 
| Must Live,’ is topping the town. 
| Deanna Durbin’s ‘Spring Parade’ got 
swell notices and should give the 
Orpheum nice week. 

They moved ‘Rockne’ to the 
Omaha from the Orpheum, but 
everybody seems to have seen the 
ove and it won’t do much in five 
| days. 








Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) —‘Knew What Wanted’ 
(RKO) and ‘Ladies Live’ (WB). 
Very nifty $6,500. Last week, ‘No 
Time Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Before 
Hang’ (Col), good $6,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 10-30- 
40)—‘Spring Parade’. (U) and ‘Money 

VYoman’ (WB). Around $10,000, nice. 
Last week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Riv- 
er’s End’ (WB), a good $11,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘River's 
End’ (WB). Five days, around $3,800, 
not much to brag about. Last week, 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G), fine $11,000 
for nine days. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Turnabout’ (UA) and ‘Boys Syra- 
cuse’ (U), triple split with ‘Pride 
Prejudices’ (M-G) and ‘We Young’ 
(M-G). To run around $1,100. Last 
week, ‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and ‘West 
Peppers’ (Col), split with ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ (Col) and ‘Awful Truth’ 
| $1,200. 
| Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
|}~‘Stage to Chico’ (RKO), ‘Private 
| Affairs’ (U) and ‘Secret ‘7 (Col), 
‘Valley Lawless’ 
(Cap), ‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO) and 
‘Dawn. Patrol’ (WB), and ‘Carolina 
Moon’ .(Rep), and ‘Four Sons’ (20th). 
Around $1,000. Last week, ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Talk’ (20th). ‘Colorado’ 
(Rep) and ‘Pago, Pago’ (UA), triple 
| split with ‘Border Caballero’ (Ind), 


(Col), 


| ‘Girl Gambler’ (RKO), and ‘Arizona 
| Frontier’ 


(1.000;— | 


‘Maryland’ 
(U), 


(Mono), and 
(20th), and ‘South Karanga’ 
pretty good $1,300. 
Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950-300-600; 25)—‘Pride Prej- 
udice’ (M-G) and ‘Boys Syracuse 


| (U), split with ‘Lost Horizon’ (Co!) 


and ‘Awful Truth’ (Col). 


Pretty 
good $1,300. Last weck, 


‘Heaven 


(20th) and ‘Gay Caballero’ (20th), | 10-25-40) ‘Drive Night’ (WB). Get- | Too’ (WB) and ‘Sandy Lady’ «(U) 


| ‘Pier 13’ (20th). Okay $2,500. 


(Hamrick-Evergreen) | split with ‘Young People’ (20th) and | ting its share, $3,000. Last week, | split with ‘Pago Pago’ 
Last i‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Cal), good, $3,400 


(UA) and 


| ‘Love Back’ (WB), nice $1,400, 


Kariton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) — 
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‘Comedy -Morgan-Murray, $23,000, 


Top Slow Det.; 3d 


Detroit, Oct. 22. 

What with football, the auto show, 
bun weather and a general storing 
of coal in bins, business in the pic- 
ture houses here is in the doldrums. 
There has been a general decline 
since the late lamented World's 
Series in these parts. : 

Michigan should catch a nice week 
with combo of ‘No Time for Comedy’ 
and Russ Morgan orchestra - Ken 
Murray. Fox has brought in lighter 
stuff with ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
and ‘So You Won’t Talk’ and United 
Artists is in the comedy vein with 
‘Third Finger, Left Hand’ and 
‘Duley,’ which puts all the new prod- 
uct in Detroit on the merry side. 

‘Strike Up the Band’ goes for a 
fourth week here, moving from the 
United Artists to the Palms to con- 
tinue its run, 


Estimates for This Week 





Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) and 
‘Great Profile’ (20th). Moved over 


after fair week at Fox. Expecta- 
tions of fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Ar- 
gentine Nights’ (U) and ‘Mummy’s 
Hand’ (U), former moved from Fox, 
dull $4,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—Argentine Way’ (20th) and ‘So 
Won't Talk’ (Col). Will come out 
with around fair $15,000. Last week, 
‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) and 
‘Great Profile’ (20th), ditto. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —‘No Time Comedy’ (WB) 
and Russ Morgan orch, and Ken 
Murray on stage. Should get nice 
$23,000. Last week, ‘Foreign Cor- 
respondent’ (UA) and ‘Quarterback’ 
(Par), emerged with $14,500, slug- 
gish. 


Palms-State (United Detroit) 


‘Argentine Way’ Strong 
$10,000, Paces Denver 


Denver, Oct. 22. 


‘Argentine Way’ is drawing top 
money at the Denver. 


a ¢ ? | All first runs, except the Denham, 
Inger y , are doing above average business. 
+ 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
ey PE esa wakenes $1,766,008 
(Based on 27 eities, 179 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year ...........$1,555,900 
(Based on 26 cities, 176 theatres) 


REUTER’S’ GOOD 
$13,000 IN 2 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, Oct. 22. 

‘Knute Rockne’ is in the money 
at the Met this week with the foot- 
ball season underway. Holdover of 
‘Knew What They Wanted’ is doing 
pleasing biz at the Memorial, while 
‘The Westerner’ is taking second 
money at the two Loew houses, 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
—The Ape’ (Mono) and ‘Drums 











} 


Desert’ (Mono), with stage show 


‘topped by Mills Brothers, four days; 


(3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Strike Up Band’ | 


(M-G) and ‘Mystery Sea Raider’ 
(Par). After three weeks draw at 
United Artists, former pic may help 
this along to o.k. $6,000. Last week, 
‘Lucky Partners’ (RKO) and ‘Ran- 
gers Fortune’ (Par), ordinary $4,500. 


United Artists (United Detroit) 


(2,000; 30-40-55) — ‘Third nger’ 
(M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ (M-G). eems 
headed for nice $11,000. Last week, 
‘Strike Up Band’ (M-G) (3d wk), 


wound up with $6,500 after earlier 
stanzas of $9,000 and $15,000. 


LOMBARD-LAUGHTON Bi 





$8,300 ON PROV. BALLY) ,.%ssorentte Meer. 


Providence, Oct. 22. 
(Best Exploitation: RKO Albee) 


‘They Knew What They Wanted’ 
is pacing RKO Albeé to a hefty take 
and giving house something to smile 


about. ‘Knute Rockne,” at Majestic, 
still on touchdown run in second 
week. 


A phone chain which eventually 
contacted 5.000 members of the 
Rhode Island Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, gave a nice sendoff to RKO 
Albee’s current show. Other tie- 
ings got added free space in local 
press when manager George French 
and Bill Morton, house press agent, 
sponsored a Boston trip for local re- 
viewers, who subsequently reported 
meeting Laughton and plugged show: 
Also a bit on the new side were 
tieups with the Brown University 
and Pembroke College broadcasting 
System, and spotting of car cards in 
cars and buses. Co-op ads and de- 
partment store tieups rounded out 
the program. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
_Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) and 
Pop Pays’ (RKO). Lombard-Laugh- 
ton proving attractive to general 
public and promising hefty $8,300. 
Last week, ‘Argentine Nights’ (U) 
and ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U), fairish 
$5,700. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Gla- 
mour Sale’ (Col). (2d run). Holding 
fairly steady for good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Sky 
Murder’ (M-G) (2d run), good $3,300. 


, Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 15-28) — 
‘Under Texas Skies’ (Rep) and 
Night Train’ (20th). Experiencing 


some falling off for fairish $3,800. 
Last week, ‘Leather Pushers’ (U) 
and ‘Thundering Frontiers’ 
200d $4,000. 


y Majestie (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
Rockne’ (WB and ‘Pier 13’ (20th) 
(2d wk). One o° the heftiest in this 


house for long time holds plenty of | 


promise for swell $10,000. Opening 
stanza knocked off hefty $12,500. 


: State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Peppers 
Trouble’ (Col), Though showing, 
sight falling off from previous 


weeks house still headed for good 
«11,500. Last week, ‘Third Finger’ 
M-G) and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col), 
hice $13,000. 

_, Strand 
Moon Burma’ (Par) ‘World Flames’ 
'rar). Getting okay $6,000. Last 


cek, “Angels Broadway’ (Col) and | $8,000. 


~ing, Dance’ (Rep9, good $5,500: 


and ‘Hired Wife’ (U) and ‘Blondie 
Servant’ (Col) (both 2nd run), three 
days. Will take aroun. $8,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) 
with Sammy Kaye orch on stage, 
seven days, good $15,000. 

Fenmway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44-55) 
—Dispatch Reuter’s’ (WB) and 
‘Villian Pursued’ (RKO). 
ee. around $5,500. Last 
‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G) (both 2d run), $4,500. 


39-44-55 )}—*Knew What Wanted’ 
(RKO) and ‘Great Profile’ (20th), 





(Indie) (2,000: 28-40-50)— | 


(2d week). Holdover flirting with 
|okay $12,000. First week, boosted 


iby personal appearance of Charles | 


| Laughton (9) for two performances, 
| tallied big $19,400. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
(WB) 
|‘Calling Husbands’ (WB). 
| "em in to tune of anticipated $25,000. 
; Last week, ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
} (20th) and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G), 


| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 


55)—‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Glamour | 


Sale’ (Col). Hefty night trade slight- 

lly offset by tame daytime biz. 
Should garner around $17,000, okay. 

Last week, holdover of ‘Strike Up 
Band’ (M-G) and ‘Secret Seven’ 
| (Col) very good $15,500. 7 
| Paramount (M&P) (1,797: 28-39- 
44-55—'Dispatch Reuter’s’ (WB) and 
‘Villain Pursued’ (RKO). Rather 
staunch, about $7,500. Last week, 
‘Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare 
Home’ (M-G), dual, $7,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-50) 
—Rangers Fortune’ (Par) and 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) (both 
Pallid $3,500 expected. 
‘Brigham Young’ (20th) and ‘Crowd- 
led Night’ (RKO) (both continued 
/run from Par and Fenway), $4,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600: 28-39-44-55— 
‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Glamour Sale’ 
(Col). Fairly strong at $11,000 gait. 
Last week, holdover of ‘Strike Up 
Band’ (M-G) and ‘Secret Seven’ 
(Col), $9,500, good. 


ee 


'LOY-DOUGLAS, $9,500, 
BEST IN SLOW INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 22. 
Boxoffices and the weather report 
}are both about the same this week- 
cool. 
‘Third Finger,’ at Loew’s is good. 
as is ‘Knute Rockne,’ at the Circle in 
second week. 








(Col). | Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
|40)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and 
|‘Money Woman’ (WB). Okay $6,500. 
Last week, plenty okay $10,000. 
Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Moon Over Burma’ (Par) and 
{‘Want Divorce’ (Par). Fair $6.800. 
|Last week. ‘Argentine Way’ (20th) 
'and ‘Public Deb’ ¢20th), okay $7,200. 
Loew’s (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40 )— 
| ‘Third Finger’ ‘(M-G) and ‘Glamour 
Sale’ (Col). Loy-Douglas plenty good 
iat $9.500. Last week, ‘Howard's Vir- 
'ginia’ (Col) and ‘Lady Question’ 
(Col), below expectations at $6,300. 
Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Father Prince’ (WB) and Major 
Bowes’ ‘Talent Parade’ unit. Weak 
Last week, ‘Gay Caballero’ 
}and Ina Ray Hutton orch, fair $9,200 


On the) 
week, | 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 28- | 


and | 
Packing | 


2d run). | 
Last week, | 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40j)— 
‘Westerner’ (UA). After a week at 
the Denver, grossing nice $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Boom Town’ (M-G), 
after two weeks at each the Or- 
pheum and Broadway, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—'Strike Band’ (M-G) and ‘Golden 
Fleecing’ (M-G), after two weeks at 
the Orpheum, good $3,000 here. Last 
week ‘Howards’ (Col) and ‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart’ (U) after a week 
at the Denver, fair $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—Dancing on Dime’ (Par), poor 
3,000. Last week ‘Moon ese 
urma’ (Par) nice at $7,600. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Argentine Way’ (20th), neat $10,- 

. Last week ‘Westerner’ (UA) 
and ‘Margie’ (U) nice at $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Knew What They Wanted’ (RKO) 
and ‘Mexican Spitfire Out West’ 
(RKO), good $8,300. Last week 
‘Strike Band’ (M-G), 2d week, and 
‘Golden Fleecing’ (M-G), nice at 
$8,400. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Angels Over Broadway’ (Col) and 
‘Golden Gloves’ (Par), okay $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Diamond Frontier’ (U) 
and ‘Captain Is Lady’ (M-G), good 
$4,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘How- 
ards’ (Col), after a week at each 
the Denver and Broadway, ard 
‘Girls of the Road’ (Par), satisfactory 
$2,300. Last week, ‘Foreign Corre- 
spondent’ (UA), after a week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Up in Air’ (Mono), nice at $2,250. 


JESSEL, $14,000, 
BUFFALO CLICK 


Buffalo, Oct. 22. 











registering brilliant grosses at down- 
town wickets for the present canto. 


off a rip-roaring stanza at the Buf- 


| 





| 


|’em 





| 
| 


! 
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LA. Coming Out of Heat Wave OK: 


T. Dorsey-Lamour Torrid $28,000, 
‘Conquest’ Fair 176, ‘Bagdad,’ 116 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Fe: WHE 8.cadb crcncan $424,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Grosses Same Week 





(Basea on 12 theatres) 


RAMPARTS FINE 
$4,000 IN 
LVILLE 


Louisville, Oct. 22. 

Biz is shaping up well on the okay 
side, now that the weather has 
turned cooler. Past few weeks have 
been too warm to be advantageous 
to pic houses, put evenings are 
tinged with a fall snap and turning 
in to the film emporiums. 
Nothing much in town in the way of 
opposish, so there should be no alibis 
from that angle. 

Of the current crop, ‘Down Ar- 
gentine Way’ is pulling the best gross 
at the Rialto. ‘Wyoming’ and ‘Dulcy’ 
at Loew’s State, shaping up alright. | 
‘Ramparts We Watch’ is copping nice | 
returns at the Strand, while h.o’s| 
are fully up to expectations. 











Los Angeles, Oct. 22. 
(Best Exploitation: Hawaii) 


Despite a terrific heat wave on 
Friday and Saturday, (19), with the 
mercury touching around the 100 
mark the second day, biz is holding 
remarkably strong in most of the 
local first-runs. With dropping of 
temperature towards evening Sun- 
day, film houses did a corking good 
trade and takes, generally, in the 
first runs were normal or slightly 
above depending on the attraction. 

Aided by Tommy Dorsey’s orch on 
the stage, the Paramount is headed 
for a terrific $28,000. ‘Down Argen- 
tine Way,’ at the State and Chinese, 
looks like comfortable $26,000, and 
‘City for Conquest,’ at Warner day- 
daters, will hit close to $17,000 after 
a poor start. Thief of Bagdad,’ on 
first week of two-a-day run at the 
Carthay Circle, should be fair $11.- 
000, of which $4,500 was garnered at 
the $5 preem. 

Hawaii management went the limit 
on exploitation for its Disney Festi- 
val and sewed up many spots which 
have been untouched by exploiters 
in recent months. Tieup with a 
dairy company brought milk bottle 
collar announcements to an esti- 
mated 55,000 homes, in addition to 
which delivery trucks of the con- 
cern were plastered with banners 
from all distributing depots for a 
radius of 30 miles. Thre> coopera- 
tive broadcasts were aired. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,518; 55e- 
83c-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Thief of Bagdad’ 
(UA). Following $5 preem which 
grossed around $4,500. Korda Techni- 
color remake settled down to regu- 





Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40) — ‘Third Finger’ | 
i\(M-G) and ‘Glamour Sale’ (Col).}| 


| 


Ace cinema and stage shows are | did 


| 


Should grab fair $1,900 after a splen- 
week at Loew’s State. Last} 
‘Strike Band’ (M-G) and ‘Se-| 
(Col), on second week 


week, 
cret Seven’ 


Glen Gray with ‘Dulcy’ is reeling following moveover. excellent $2,300. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 


| falo, with the George Jessel unit at |—‘Stayed Breakfast’ (Col) and ‘Com- | 


| the 20th Century also geared for 
| plenty of pesos. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 35-40-60)— 


in’ Round Mountain’ (Par). Aiming 
at oke $1,400. Last week, ‘Heaven 
Too’ (WB) and ‘Girl Avenue A’ 
(20th), split with ‘All True’ (WB) 


‘Dulcy’ (M-G) and Glen Gray orch.|and ‘Man Married’ (20th), satisfac- 


| Smash show should crash through 
|for around walloping $25,000. Last 


tory $1,300. 


Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,100; 15- 


week, ‘Rockne’ (WB), satisfactory 30-40)—'Wyoming’ (M-G) and ‘Dulcy’ 
$12,000. |\(M-G). Indicates okay $7,500. Last 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 35-55) | week, ‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and 


| —‘City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Haunt- 

ed Honeymoon’ (M-G). Takings 
| continue high for around bulgy $10,- 
} 000. 


(20th) and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-QG), 
over $10,000. 
| Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-55)— 


i ‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Argentine Way’ 
| (20th) (2d run). This dual a champ 


| tugger at around $10,000. Last week | ‘Still Alive’ (RKO). 
and better than in past few weeks. In- 
Last week, | 


| (30-45), ‘Frontiersman’ (20th) 
| "Great Profile’ (20th), fairish $5,200. 
| Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Leather 
| Pushers’ (U) (2d wk). Stout hold- 
iover at $7,000. Last week, over 
$11,000, 

20th Century (Dipson - Basil) 
(3,000; 30-40)—‘Melody and Moon- 
light’ (Rep) and George Jessel unit. 
Latter responsible for dandy $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and 
‘Earl Puddlestone’ (Rep), fair 
enough $7,000. 


Frisco Dull; ‘Argentine Way’ Big Pe 
$17,000, ‘3d Finger’ Fair $16,000 


San Francisco, Oct. 22 
Nothing to write home about this 
week. Thermometers are (flirting 
with the 80’s keeping folks outdoors 
and sloughing mats. 
| ‘Argentine Way’, at Paramount, 
and ‘Westerner’, at United Artists, 
are getting best play. Hotels noting 
depresh this week, too, natives ap- 
parently somewhat heavy-hearted 


over draft, politics and threat of 
war with Japan. Town also under 
wraps due to police curfew and 


gambling cleanup. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fox (F-WC), (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Third Finger’ (M-G) and ‘Cherokee 


Strip’ (Par). Hot weather denting 
imats, holding this to fair $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) 
and ‘Girl Havana’ (Rep), okay 
$18,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850: 39-44- 
55)—‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) 


and vaude (2nd wk). With town off, 
| it's more economical to hold this one 
than open new flick. Just getting 
by at $10,500. First week, not count- 
ing preem, fine $17,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400: 35-40-50) 


‘City 


‘Glamour Sale’ (Col), fine $8,000 and 
moveover. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) 


wk). Still looks good enough to 
jreturn $3,500. Last week tallied 
swell $5,000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40) —‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and 
General pace is 


dicative of swell $9,000. 
‘Spring Parade’ (U) and 
Sweetheart’ (U), plus 
Time, fine $7,000. 


*‘Nobody’s 
March of 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) — ‘Ramparts’ (RKO) and 
‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO). Garner- 


ing attention and okay returns. Prob- 
ably fine $4,000. Last week ‘Quarter- 
back’ (Par) and ‘Cherokee 
(Par), pulled after six days to make 
house available for Masonic Grand 
Lodge conclave, poor $2,000. 





Sale’ (Col) Deanna Durbin still 
popular here; should get $14,500 
Last week (2nd), ‘Hired Wife’ (U) 
and ‘So Won’t Talk’ (Col), took 
$6,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35-40- 
50)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and 
‘Quarterback’ (Par) Latin-Ameri- 
can motif setting big $17,000. Third- 


final week of ‘Strike Up Band’ (M- 
G) fine $10,000. 


St. Francis (F-WC) (2,470); 35-40- | 


50)—‘Knute Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Girl 
Havana’ (Rep). Moveover from Fox 
getting okay $6,000. Last week, 
Conquest’ (WB) and ‘Gay 
Caballero’, (20th), ditto. 

United Artists (Cohen) 
40-50 )—*Westerner’ (UA). 


(1,200; 35- 


ing and resultant news breaks, es- 
capist opera galloping to topnotch 
$11,500. Fifth-final week of ‘Foreign 
Correspondent’ (UA) wound up with 
$4,500. 
Warfield 


(F-WC) (2,680; 35-40-50) 


—'Flowing Gold’ (WB) and ‘Melody | 


Moonlight’ (Rep). Weakest 
house has had in some time. So-so 
$10,000 in sight. Last week, ‘No 
Time Comedy’ (WB) and ‘Queen of 


bill 


— Spring Parade’ (U) and ‘Glamour | Yukon’ (Mono), fair at $12,000. 


(1,000; | 
Last week, ‘Argentine Way’ | 15-30-40)—‘City Conquest’ (WB) (2d 


Strip’ | 


With Sam | 
Goldwyn in town day before open- | 


lar two-a-day run and looks headed 
for $11,000 on first stanza. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2.024; 
30-44-55-75)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) 
and ‘Sky Murder’ (M-G) dual. House 
showing a little more strength cur- 


rently and should wind up with 
| satisfactory $%11.500. I..st week, 
‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Yesterday’s 
Heroes’ (20th), finished eight day 
run with okay $10,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1.800; 30-44-55) 
—City Conquest’ (WB) and ‘No- 
bodv’s Sweetheart’ (U). Opened 
mildly and fair $8.700 probable. Last 
week, ‘Rockne’ (WB) and ‘Slightly 
Tempted’ (WB) for five-day hold- 
over, okay $6,300. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 55- 
75)—‘Foreign Correspondent’ (UA) 
(4th wk). Starting to ease off and 


three or four weeks more the limit. 
Will annex around $4.500 currently, 
against $5,400 on third week. 
Hawaii (G&S) (1.100: 30-44-55-75) 
—Snow White’ (RKO) and Disney 
Academy Winners shorts (2d wk). 
Holding strong on second week. with 
excellent $4,200 in prosnect. "olds 


again. First week hit big $6,000. 
Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 30-44-55 
—City Conauest’ (WB) and ‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart’ (U) dual Nice 
$8,000 in sight. Last week. five-day 
holdover of ‘Rockne’ (WB) and 
‘Tempted’ (WB), so-so $4,600. 


Orpheum (B’way) (2.200: 30-44-55) 


‘Stagecoath War’ (Par) (1st run) 
and ‘We Are Young’ (M-G). dual, 
and stage show. Biz way off in com- 
mon with rest of town and locally 
produced college musical failine to 
idraw as hoped. with around $8.000 
best in sight. Last week, ‘Girl Ha- 
vana’ (Rep) and Abbott 2nd Ceectelly 
heading stage show, reached $13,800, 
| profitable. 
| Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
|‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) and 
|‘Mexican Spitfire’ (RKO). Only fair 
| $7,500, but holds Last week. hold- 
lover of ‘Hired Wife’ (U) with ‘Glam- 
our Sale’ (Col) added. okay $6.700. 

Paramount (Par) (3.595: 30-44-55- 
75)—’Moon Burma’ (Par) and stage 
show. Combination of Dorothy La- 
mour on screen and Tommy Dorsey 
orch on stage expected to head house 
for big $28,000. Last week (9 days) 
‘Cherokee Strip’ (Par) and Lwis 
Arm trong orch on stage. neat $16.- 


500, with band getting full credit 
for hulk of draw 

RKO (RKO) (2.872: 30-44-55) 
‘Knew What Wanted’ (RKO) and 
‘Snitfire’ (RKO). Gettine only $7.- 
000, so-so. but holds Last week, 
‘Hired Wife’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Glam- 
our’ (Col). profitehte $7 10 
| State (Loew-F-WC) (2.414: 30-44- 
55-75)—‘Argentine Way’ (20th) and 
i#kv Murder’ (M-G) UWnusu-! e- 
| ploitation and boxoffice appeal of 
cast leads heading house for neat 
$14.700 on week. Last week. eight 
days of ‘Westerner’ (UA) and 
‘Heroes’ (20th), nice $15.100. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100: 
30-44-55 )—‘ Westerner’ (UA) and 
‘Yesterday’s Heroes’ (20th). Not too 
hot on.moveover and best in sight 
is weak §$3.600 Last week, ‘Strike 
Up Band’ (M-G) on second stanza 
with ‘Captain Caution’ (UA), so-so 
| $4.200. 

Wi'shire (F-WC) (2.296: 30-44-55) 
‘Westerner’ (UA) and ‘Yesterday’s 
| Heroes’ (20th). Below averase on 
|moveover. with $4,200 in sicht. Last 
|week, ‘Band’ (M-G) (2d wk) and 
i‘Caution’ (UA), satisfactory $5.200. 
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A Variety’ Muge Goes to Church 
—And Thereby Hangs a Tale 


+ 





By JOSHUA LOWE 
Blackpool, England, Oct. 8. 

‘Come to church this morning’ was 
the opening remark made by Bud 
Flanagan when spotting this Variety 
mugg recently. 

‘You mean synagogue, Bud,’ said 
the mugg. 

‘No—church,’ emphasized Bud. 

On the principle of trying any- 
thing once, we went to church. 

St. Stephen’s-on-the-Cliff, which is 
to British showfolk what New York’s 
Little Church Around the Corner is 
to the Yankees, is operated by Canon 


Freshwater, who is a ringer for the 
late Fred Kitchen, but prefers to be 
likened to the late Sir Gerald Du 
Maurier, whom he also resembles. 


This bill had real star material, 
competing with any attraction in 
town. (Since Blackpool has now su- 
perseded London as the show spot, 
that’s saying something.) About 
those in evidence, besides Flanagan, 
there were Douglas Wakefield, Dave 
Morris, Fred Walmsley, Doodles, the 
local circus clown, an institution in 
this burg; Tessie O’Shea, Joe Davis, 
Harry Korris, Morton and Kaye, Jack 
Hylton’s father, Iris Sadler, the John 
Tiller Girls and Tony Eaton, female 
impersonator, in the church choir. 
Hylton, always in next-to-closing 
spot, came late from force of habit. 
Letter regretting absence, but stating 
he was with them in spirit, came 
from secretary of Variety Artists’ 
Federation. (This might have hinted 
to some of the performers to come 
through witht their VAF dues.) 


Music by Billy Cotton Band 


Music was provided by Billy Cotton 
and his band, who discarded the 
usual publishers’ plugs on this auspi- 
cious occasion for Rimsky-Korsakoff's 
Hindu Chanson’ and ‘Hymn to the 
Sun,’ with no bows or encores, which 
was tough on John Abbott, Francis, 
Day & Hunter’s general manager, 
who almost shouted, ‘Bill, give us the 
‘Woodpecker Song.’ 

Most coveted job, that of passing 
the offertory plate, was handled by 
Wakefield, Bud Flanagan, Dave Mor- 
ris and this mugg, latter three with 
the most kosher pusses ever seen in 
this place of worship. Majority of 
showfolk were of the opinion Joe 
Davis should have been roped in on 
to the offertory plate idea, for, as 
billiard champ, his was the steadiest 
hand there. 
brightness 
which is 

It even 


There is sprightliness, 
and showmanship here, 
lacking in most churches. 
boasts a spotlight. 

Dotted With Stage Names 


Place is dotted with famous stage 
names, with massive window dedi- 
cated to John Huddlestone 
John Tiller, founders of Blackpool’s 
famous Winter Garden. It also 
sports a marble floor in memory of 
Mrs. John Tiller, who died in 1936, 
erected out of contributions re- 
ceived from Tiller gals all over the 
world. 

Most important is altar dedicated 
to the Theatrical Profession, with 
marble panels containing names of 
over 700 world prominent stars who 
contributed to the building of this 
church, which cost nearly $250,000. 
Among the names are Sophie Tuck- 
er, Elsie Janis, Sybil Thorndyke, 
Fred Terry, Marie Tempest, 
Arliss, Will Fyffe, George Robey, 
Noel Coward, C. B. Cochran. 
Flanagan, Ivor Novello, Gracie 
Fields, George Formby, Georgie 
Wood, Gladys Cooper, Leslie Hen- 
son, Ella Shields, Fred Duprez, 


ard. Jimmy ‘Schnozzola’ Durante’s 





| Clarkson, Doris Tindall, Ethel Smith, 


| daily span, idea looks okay for ex- 


lent bill 


and 


{ 


| 


| pean 


yeorge | 


Bud | 


| U. S. Friday 





FREEMAN RENAMED 


MPDA Again Sets Metro 
Representative 





Aussie 


Sydney, Oct. 2. 

Bernie Freeman, director of Metro 
in Australia, has been reappointed 
head of the Aussie Motion Picture 
Distrib Assn. 

Freeman has a pretty hard job 
ahead owing to the general run of 
exhibs being strongly against ‘high’ 
terms asked by Metro for ‘Wind’ 
and other topline product. Exhibs 
are asking U. S. distribs, under the 
MPDA banner, to reduce rentals, 
and to quit alleged ‘gun-at-the-head’ 
methods covering product prices for 
the new season. 


G-B PROFIT AT 
$2,185,024, OFF 
$947,373 





London, Oct. 8. 
Gaumont-British yearly account- 
ing to March 31 last indicates gross 
profit of $2,185,024, a drop of $547,373 
over previous year. Net of $748,156 
is a decline of profit of $441,400. 
A first preferred divvy is declared 
at 5%%. Ordinary divvy was 
passed up, as expected. 


Tivoli Spots 30 Acts 
On Bill Celebrating 
50 Years of Vaude 


Melbourne, Oct. 2. 
Celebrating 50 years of vaude and 
vaude-revue in Australia, the Tivoli 
loop has roped in for a season a 
gang of oldtime vauders, Priscilla 
Verne, Billy Bovis, Lyla Thompson, 
Alfred Verne, Ted Tutty, Arthur 








Maude Fanning, Ward Lear, Millie 
Hansen and Wal Rockley. On twice- 


tended run. 





Modern-era players also on pres- 
include Bob Parrish, Len | 
Anita Martell, Gilbert and | 
Howe, Junior’ Farrell, Kathleen | 
Crawford, June Miller, Les Freed- 
well, Gloria Dawn, Elsie Crane, Roy 
Rene, Graham Wicker, Mollie Rich- 
ardson, Cyncia Ross, Tommy 
Noonan, Marie Doran, Sydney 
Wheeler and Billy Kershaw 

This is one of the biggest—if not 
the biggest—lineups of talent ever 
spotted ona sinle bill here. Following 
Melbourne run, unit moves to Syd- 
ney. Show was devised and pro- | 
duced by Wallace Parnell. 


REG ARMOUR MAY HEAD 
RKO SALES IN BRITAIN 


Young, 


Euro- 
York 


Visit of 
head 


Reginald Armour, 
of RKO, to New 
this week, first made since the big 
Nazi warfare started in Europe, | 
is linked with the naming of a suc- | 

Ralph Hanbury, RKO's | 
manager in England, who was killed | 
by German bombs near London Sept. | 
26. He is scheduled to arrive in 
(25) from Lisbon while 


cessor to 


ar i : | Phil Reisman, RKO’s foreign chief, is 
Cicely Courtneidge and Sydney How- | 


name is merely penciled in, awaiting | 


the arrival of his check. 


Monty Banks’ Foreign 
Pictures Sales Plans 


Lumont Enterprises Corp., with 
Monty Banks as one of principal 
directors, has been organized in New 
York for the purpose of distributing 
foreign-made films in U. S. and to 
buy and sell American product in 
Italy, France and Spain. Banks, who 
was in Great Britain 
business most recenily, is an Italian. 
Mario and Ferdinand V. Luporini are 
listed as other directors. 

Sidney R. Fleisher filed the incor- 
poration papers, 








in the film | 








due in from his Latin-American tour 
either Oct. 26 or 27. 

No successor was named to the 
post vacant by MHanbury’s 
death, deciding to delay | 
appointing a new manager in Great | 
Britain until Reisman returned from | 
South America. Armour remained | 
in Lisbon instead of returning to 
U. S. Understood ]1e may be moved 
to the British post or headenarter | 
in London and handle both Great | 
Britain and the remaining European | 
market. 


made 
company 


India Has Film Beard 
Bombay, Oct. 1. 

A film advisory board has been 
formed in Bombay to advise the 
government on war _ publicity 
through films. 

Also will assist in production, im- | 
portation, and distribution of certain | 
films. 


| duction of ‘Major 


| house 


They’re Finally Off 


Ludwig ‘Laudy’ Lawrence, Metro's | 
European manager, and Louis Cha- 
tain, company’s manager in France, 
clippered for Europe Sunday (20) 
afternoon. They had been booked to 
go last Wednesday (16), but the 
plane was delayed until Sunday due 
to weather. — 

Both Metro officials are going 
abroad to liquidate holdings in Bel- 
gium, Holland, France and in other 
territories where the company no 
longer is distributing. 





Anti-Jewish Film-Radio-Press Law 
In France Hits Pix Biz the Hardest: 
Relatively Few in Radio and Legit 


LONDON GIVES WILLINGLY | Edict excluding Jews from the 


|motion picture business, radio and 








'Exhibs Stage Shows to Buy RAF | Press, issued by the Vichy govern- 


|}ment last week, is a body blow to 
| the picture business in France, ac- 
London, Oct. 8. | cording to Americans and French- 


Fighter Planes 








JOHN MAXWELL 
SUCCESSORS 
IN ABPC 


London, Oct. 22. 


It’s practically certain that R. G. 
Simpson, representing certain bank- 
ing interests, and W. D. Scrimgeour, 
repping some trusts, will be re- 
spectively appointed chairman and 
managing director of Associated 
British Picture Corp. in place of 
John Maxwell, who cccupied both 
positions. 

Both are directors of Associated 
British. 


LONDON NABES 








Enthusiasm of pic-goers at back- | men currently in the United States. 





DOING BIG BIZ 


London, Oct. 8. 


West End’s hard-hit air raid 
sessions have been a blessing to 
nabes, which have been doing biz far 








in excess of expectations with the 
impost of the 9 p.m. London closing. 

Biz being done by the nabes is 
viewed optimistically by the trade as 
indicative of an upturn in film-going, | 
governed by a less scary idea of Nazi 


plane visits, | 


| healthier but b.o. is pledged. 
| dustrial centers are rich in pay en- 
| velopes through war work, and what 





WB NAMES SCHLESS 


FOREIGN DISTRIB BOSS. 


| theatre gone newsreel. 





Robert Schless, Warner Bros.’ Eu- 
head 
week. 


ropean manager, was named 


of foreign this 
Announcement was made by Harry 


M. Warner after several weeks in 
which a foreign department shake- 
up at Warners had been reported. | 
Schless had been mentioned as the 
most likely candidate for the job. | 

Schless supplants Joe Hummel, | 
who remains as assistant in the for- 
eign department. Hummel was 
moved up to the top spot when Sam | 
E. Morris resigned because of ill 
health. Max Milder, head for Great 
Britain, remains in that post. Karl 
Macdonald, assistant to Hummel, 
probably will remain in the foreign 
depa:tment, likely special home 
office representative 


distribution 





as 


Pascal Completes | 
‘Major Barbara’ Pic 


London, Oct. 22. 
Gabriel Pascal completed his pro- 


Barbara’ on Sun- 


day (20) and is now conferring with 
Oscar Deutsch, head of the Odeon 
film theatre circuit, to play four 
weeks in the West End on a pre- 
release arrangement at the Odeon 
theatre in December. Pascal is at- 
tempting to remain here for the 


premiere but, nevertheless, is mak- | 
ing arrangements to sail for the 
United States in the middle of | 
December with a lavender print for | 


| United Artists. 


There’s considerable speculation as 
to the date of ‘The Great Dictator’ 
premiere here, but it’s understood 
that it'll succeed ‘Barbara’ at the 
Odeon, probably doubling in another 
Gaumont-British is also 
dickering for the Chaplin film 

M. of T. to Cover Aussie 
Sydney, Oct. 2. 

At the invitation of the Common- 
wealth government, a March of Time | 
unit is expected to Clipper here 
shortly to cover Australia’s war ef- | 
fort, industrial and military. 


| script. 


| Gould, ! 
|representative for United Artists, is 


ing up funds started by local exhibs | 
to purchase fighter planes for Royal | 


Because the majority of leading film 
producers in France are of Jewish 


Air Force, has seen a flock of per- | extraction, this order means that the 
formances going the contribution | French picture business virtually is 


route all over the country. 


ead. Vichy proclamation, obviously 


Houses stage shows perhaps, one | issued at the instigation of Hitler's 
day or a whole week for the air-| 80vernment in Dxrlin, does not hit 
craft fund, depending on status of | radio and newspaper business as 
the hall and whether indie or cir-| Severely as in the film industry. 


cuit owned. Excise department has | 


Of the principal French producers 


assured exhibs such performances | 2d distributors only about two are 


will be free of _ntertainment tax. 


LONDON SHOWS: 
IN SUBURBAN 
SHIFTS 


——_—- 











London, Oct. 8. 

Expected legit hegira in parts 
north of the metropolis got under- 
way, with production plans an- 
nounced on three West End hits that 
were blitzed. ‘Thunder Rock’ has 
opened an Edinburgh run with 
filmite Michael Redgrave; ‘Devil's 
Disciple’ took a new bow, with Rob- 
ert Donat, at Blackpool; ‘Rebecca’ 





trekked to Newcastle along with 
principal Owen Nares. 


Also lighting out of here: Shaw’s | 


postponed “The Millionairess,’ star- 
ring Edith Evans, and ‘Light 
Heart,’ top grosser here till air of- 
fensive scattered the take. Princi- 
pals Godfrey Tearle and Hermione 
Baddeley accompany the play. 

Northern climes are not only 
In- 


may seem like flight is held to be 
just sound business sense. 

Perhaps strangest swing-over of 
the West End is palatial Coliseum 
Floor of the 
house is running on a news and 
briefie schedule at 25c. admish. 


Polish Film Producer 
To Make Pix With 


Green In 2 Tongues 





Mark Libkow, Polish refugee pro- 
ducer and distributor, who came to 
the United States about six months 
ago, has become a partner with Jo- 
seph Green, producer of Yiddish 
films in New York, in a new film 
company. First film by the new out- 
fit will be ‘The Singing Rabbi,’ on 
which M. Osherowich is doing the 
He did ‘Brivele der Mamen,’ 
which Green made. Moishe Oysher 
will be starred in the picture which 


will be turned out at the Edison 
studios in the Bronx, according to 
present plans. It'll be in Yiddish 

Libkow for 25 years was a distrib 
in Poland of U £& films, handling 
product of Paramount, Warner Bros 
and others. He was a producer for 
the last 10 years and was awarded a 
gold medal by the Polish govern- 
ment for ‘The Young Forest’ and 
‘Kosciusko.’ 


GOULD SLATED AS UA 
FOREIGN MANAGER 


Although the appointment has not 
been officially confirmed, Walter 
presently Latin-American 





expected to move up to the foreign 


' manager post left vacant through the 


appointment of Arthur Kelly as do- 
mestic sales chief. Actual appoint- 
ment will be delayed until Gould re- 


|} turns from his current trip in South 


America. 


Tom Mulrooney, foreign sales man-_ 


ager, will be elevated under the new 
setup. Kelly, under the old regime, 


was v.p. in charge of the foreign de- | 
| scribed as a 16th century comedy. 


partment, with Gould his assistant. 


of | til . 
| Samy Siritzky are film business lead- 


| Lucachevitch, 


| operation 


| not Jewish. These are Marcel Pagnol 


and Jack Forrester, the latter, an 
American, now in New York, who 
has no intention of going back to 
France. Instead, he will engage in 
picture production in U. S. Pagnol 
presently is reported making a pic- 
ture with Josette Day in Marseilles. 
Forrester had received an unofficial 
bid to return and resume production 
in France, as his Forrester-Parant 
(latter a Frenchman) Films, S.A., is 
all set up abroad. 

The new Vichy law prohibits Jews 
from holding the posts of director or 
manager of manufacturing, printing, 
distributing or displaying motion pic- 
tures. Also producers, directors, 
writers, as well as board members or 
managers of cinemas, organizers of 
theatrical performances and_ those 
connected with radio broadcasting. 
Decree also prevents a certain per- 
centage of stage and screen actors 
from working in their calling. 

Those Affected 

A. d’Aguiar of Gray Film; Joseph 
head of S.E.D.LF.; 
Raymond Hakim of Hakim Bros., 
Adolphe Osso, Arnold Pressburger, 
Gregor Rabinovitsch and Leon and 


ers who probably will be hit by the 
ruling, although the exact status of 
the Hakim brothers is not fully 
known. Siritzkys head the circuit of 
the same name which took over the 
of several Gaumont and 
Pathe chain cinemas before the war. 
It also agreed to operate some of 
Paramount theatres in France. Osso 
at one time was Paramount manager 
in France. Pressburger and Luca- 
chevitch are reported to have made 
their way outside of occunied France 
before the Nazis moved in, and left 


the Vichy-controlled area _ subse- 
quently. 

Both Pagnol and Forrester are 
widely known in this country be- 


cause of the successful French pro- 
ductions they made, Latter turned 
wut “That They May Live,’ which was 
handled in U. S. by Mayer & Bur- 
tyn: ‘General Without Buttons’ and 
‘Kreutzer’s Sonata.” Pagne duced 
‘Harvest,’ which won the N, Y. 
Critics’ prize for best foreign lan- 
picture, and ‘The Baker's 
Wife,’ now in its ninth month at the 
World theatre, N. Y., already top- 
ping all records for a foreign-made 
film. 

Radio would be only slightly af- 
fected because much of it was gov- 
ernment-controlled. Only Radio 
Cite, largest indie broadcasting con- 


1 pl 


guage 


cern, would feel the edict because 
Marcel Blutstein, brother-in-law of 
Levitan, rich department 


Marcel 
store owner, operates it 

of legitimate 
be consid 


Operator 
, would 


theatres, 
howeve derably af- 
o 'P 


according to advices in N. Y 
Maurice Lehman, manager of the 


~¢ ] 
fected, 


Chatlet theatre: Robert Trebor, of 
the Madeline; Benoit Leon-Deutsch, 
of Nouvaute; Max Maurey. of 
Variete, and Max Viterbo probably 
would be hit by the government's 
anti-Jewish order These take in 
the largest legit houses of France 
There aren’t many French legit 
actors of Jewish extraction, most 
notable being Rosenberg. Sacha 
Guitry is also said to have some 


Jewish blood. 


‘Merry Wives’ OK Now 


‘Merry Wives,’ Czecho-made film, 
which has been barred in New York 
since last spring, was given a license 
this week by the state censors on 
reconsideration of the film. Original- 
ly held by the censor board that it 
was ‘indecent, immoral and tended to 
corrupt.’ 

Film had been banned in German- 
occupied Europe because judged un- 
favorable to Nazi ideals. It’s de- 
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North West Mounted 


Police 
(TECHNICOLOR) 


Paramount release of Cecil 
roduction; directed by DeMille. 


ary Cooper, Madeleine Carroll, Pauleese 


Goddard, Preston Foster, Robert Preston, 
George Bancroft, Akin Tamiroff, Lynne 
Overman, Montagu Love. Screenplay by 


Alan LeMay, Jesse L. Lasky, Jr.. and Cc 
Gardner Sullivan. Associate producer, 
William H. Pine; associate directors, Ar- 
thur Rosson and Eric Stacey; photographed 
in Technicolor by Victor Milner ong Das 
oom 


Green. Previewed in Projection 

N. Y., Oct. 21, '40. Running time: 125 
MINS. , 
Dusty RiversS.....cecesseessece Gary Cooper 
April Logan...... weeeeeesMadeleine Carroll | 
Louvette Corbeau.....+-++. Paulette Goddard 
Sergeant Jim Bret.....-«++- Preston Foster 
Constable Ronnie Logan....Robert Preston 
Jacques Corbeau.....+-++++ George Bancroft 
Dan Duroc.....seeeeeeeeereé Akim ‘Tamiroff 
Tod McDuff.......+.+eeeee> Lynne Overman 
Inspector Cabot....eccccoses Montagu Love 
Big Bear... ....sscoccecces Walter Hampden 
Shorty. ......-+ secceveees Lon Chaney, Jr. 
Louis Riel........--++6. Francis McDonald 
Johnny Pelang....-+-++++5 George E. Stone 
Supt. Harrington.......+ Willard Robertson 
Constable Jerry Moore...--.-- Regis Toomey 
Constable Thornton....... Richard Denning 
Constable Carter.....-++- Douglas Kennedy 
Capt. Gower.... ..cerereeces Evan Thomas 
Sergeant Field......-+-+e+e+> Jack VPennick 
Corporal Underlill......+++++: Rod Cameron 
Surgeon Roberts....-.++++++> Davison Clark 
Wapiskau.......---eececeecncees Julia Faye 


Cecil B. DeMill has forsaken the 
great open spaces of 


was the locale of 


backgrounds of his new production, 
‘North West Mounted Police. 


story in which the traditions of the 
red-coated constable of the famous 
brigade are preserved and passed on 
to younger men. Further assurance 
of strong boxoffice appeal is to be 
found in the cast which includes 
Gary Cooper, Madeleine Carroll. 
Paulette Goddard, Preston Foster, 
Lynne Overman and others. There’s 
enough exploitation material in the 
title, the director and the players 
for a dozen marquees. 
Notwithstanding swiftly paced ac- 
tion and first class fiction, which is 
predicated on actual historical events, 


audience interest throug‘.out is cen- | 


tered on the superb colored views 
of mountains, 
which pass before the spectatar like 
a series of beautiful painting.* 
Color and the screen long ago ceased 
to be strangers, but DeMille has 
lifted the visual element of his pro- 
duction to a new plane. Although 
this is his 64th personally directed 
feature and he has used color fre-| 
quently to highlight certain passages 
this is the first time he has employed | 
the tints throughout. The results 
are highly gratifying. 

The story which is related is more 
credible than the average yarn of; 
the Canadian wilderness. It is 
founded upon an incident of insur- | 
rection and bloodshed which took 
place in and around Regina in 1885, 
when Canadian troops finally sub- 
dued a settlers’ discontent and revolt 
that had lasted more than 15 years. 
Leader of the half-breeds, descen- 
dants of inter-marriages between 
white pioneers and the Indian na- 
tives, was one Louis David Riel. In 
1869 he set up a government at, 
Regina, independent of the Domin- | 
ion. After his overthrow and escape 
to Montana he was persuaded to re- 
turn to his half-breed brethren, who 
called themselves the Metis Nation. 
For his part in a second insurrection 


he was captured, courtmartialed and | 


hanged. 

At best it was sanguinary and 
guerrilla warfare, but from its smoke 
of battle the North West Mounteg 


B. DeMille | 
Features | 


| hours. 





| ters 
| dialog director, Bert Hanlon; camera, Ar- 


the west, which | 
‘The Plainsman'’ | 
and ‘Union Pacific,’ and has gone) 
into the Canadian woods for the) 


He} 
returns with an _ outstanding and | 
beautiful outdoor film, photographed | 
in gorgeous Technicolor, containing | 
a gory and absorbing melodramatic | 





‘based on adventures of 
| Reilly Raine’s Satevepost salty fe- 
|male, and casts off with ‘Tugboat 


|Rambeau in the title spot. 





forests and valleys | 


she gets it, 


mentioned, is headed by Victor Mil- 
ner and Duke Green, with special 
effects by Gordon Jennings and Far- 
ciot Edouart. 

DeMille gives credit to Arthur 
Rosson and Eric Stacey as associate 
directors. It is obvious that a large 


-and efficient staff collaborated. The 


film is long, running more than two 
Anne Bauchens supervised 
the editing. 

Interesting novelty is an introduc- 
tory, sound track talk by DeMille in 
which he recounts the historical 
basis for the film. On the screen is 
a panorama of striking views which 
in themselves tell of man’s conquest 
of forest and plain. It is an _effec- 
tive kickoff. Flin. 





Tugboat Annie Sails 


Again 
Hollywood, Oct. 19: 


War-.er Bros. release of Edmund Grainger 
production, Features Marjorie Rambeau, 
Alan Hale, Jane Wyman, Ronald Reagan, 
Directed by Lewis Seiler, Original screen- 
play by Walter DeLeon, based.on charac- 
created by Norman Reilly Raine; 


McLernon; 
Previewed 
Kun- 


thur Edeson; editor, Harold 
asst. director, Russ Saunders. 
at Warners Hollywood, Oct. 18, ‘40, 


‘ning time: 75 MINS, 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Northwest Mounted Police’ 
(Par). Cecil B. DeMille will get 
men, women and children to the 
b.o. 

‘Tugboat Annie Sails Again’ 
(WB). Standard programmer 
that will get by mainly on rep of 
title character. 

‘Arise, My Love’ (Par). Claud- 
ette Colbert and Ray Milland in 
a romantic drama that will give 
a lift to the boxoffice. 

‘Hit Parade of 1941’ (Rep). 
Musical with pleasant tunes, 
fairly strong support for dualers, 

‘Glamour For Sale’ (Col). 
Purely exploitation picture with 
s.a. possibilities. 

‘So You Won't Talk’ .(Col). 
One for the Joe E. Brown parti- 
sans only. 

‘Under Your Hat’ (British). 
Cicely Courtneidge-Jack Hulbert 
musical based on their stage 
show. Mediocre. 











land in order to better her assign- | 


Tugboat Annie.......... Marjorie Rambeau| ments, she hops to Madrid (this is 


Capt. Bullwinkle.... 


Peggy Armstrong.... 





Bddie Kent..cseccccccsccees Ronald Reagan 
J. B. Armstrong....cseceees Clarence Kolb 
Alec Se@Vern...ecssccccesees Charles Halton 
POG. vocccccceesseceveesevcceces Paul Hurst 
DAG « .Uceswedd oes et eusecesoes Victor Kilian 
Shiftless. ..cccccsscccvecsceceececs Chill Wills | 
Captain Mahoney.......+. ..Harry Shannon | 
Captain Broad......ceessere John Hamilton | 
OT o006s0eenncscnccecsess coer seracy. | 
JONNSON. .ccccccccccccccqccvece Jack Mower 





ROBO. .cccccccccsccccccccscesecee Dana Dale 
Miss Morgan Josephine Whittell 
RSE OlOGl, ccesedesscseersscace Neil Reagan 





Seven years ago, the late Marie 
Dressler made Tugboat Annie one of 
the most famous cinematic charac- 
ters of the decade. Warners de- 
cided to attempt a continuing series 
Norman 


Annie Sails Again’; spotting Marjorie 
Picture 
is a standard programmer that will 
have to depend on title interest to 
do nominal biz as key billtopper. 


Main interest in the script setup | 








Tolan, ale | after the Franco victory) and per- 


suades a Spanish general .to free a 
young countryman, held prisoner of 
war. She accomplishes this by in- 


i sisting she is the young man’s wife, 


although they are strangers. 

Then follows a mad dash to an 
airport, the theft of a plane and es- 
cape to the border after some ex- 
citing moments of aerial chase. 

The ‘escape story’ becomes page- 


one news and Miss Colbert is re- | Stl 
bility as a featured film comic, but 


warded with an appointment to the 
Berlin news staff. With this she is 
highly pleased as it offers profes- 
sional advancement and a chance to 
elude the advances of her ‘husband.’ 
But there he is, in the same railroad 
compartment. So they slip away to 
a quiet French inn for a few days 
at the very moment when Germany 
launches the Polish invasion, which 
is nothing at all in the lives @° two 
young lovers who are dreaming away 
the hours in romantic bliss, at the 
instant when editors are yelling 
like mad for. stories from. the 


is directed towards the hard-boiled | woman’s angle. 


attitude of Annie; 
to prevent being relieved of her 
command, and attempt to build up 
characterization with continual pun- 
ishment of words with her mispro- 
nunciations. Story runs along fa- 
miliar lines, and displays neither 


freshness nor originalitv in its un-| 
folding. Miss Rambeau, in attempt- 
ing to make something of her char- 
acterization, overstresses in playing | 
ithe role, and resorts continually to | 
much mugging in an effort to catch | 


attention. 


her maneuvers | 


But they are awakened to the fact 


that life must have a purpose, as 
| well as endearments, when the 
Athenia, on which they are home-| 


ward bound, is torpedoed. 
scoop for Miss Colbert and a chance 
for Milland, the husband, to join the 
R.A.F. 

Because the film is splendidly di- 


rected by Mitchell Leisen, and acted | 


not too seriously by Miss Colbert 


and Miliand, the mixture of love and | 


war takes on reality and conviction. 
There are some snappy lines in the 


!seript, written by Charles Brackett 


Annie is introduced as skipper of; and Billy Wilder, from a story by 


the tugboat Narcissus in the port of 
Secoma. Alan Hale 


peting Salamander. 
needs a quick loan of $25,000, and 


and steps in at the proper moment 
to salvage the situation. 
Picture suffers from static direc- 


| tion, and dips continually into obvi- 
| ous situations of weak texture. With 


better piloting, Miss Rambeau un- 
doubtedly can adequately handle 
the assignment of Tugboat Annie. 
Alan Hale makes a good opposing 
skipper for her conniving. Jane 
Wyman and Ronald Regan provide 
the romantic interest, paired up in 


was born—and the slogan that they| regulation rich girl and poor boy 


always get their man. 
With that much fact to start from, 


| formula. 


Supporting cast includes 
Clarence Kolb, Charles Halton, Paul 


Alan Le May, Jesse L. Lasky, Jr.,| Hurst, Victor Kilian and Chill Wills. 


and C. Gardner Sullivan weave a 
story which has its exciting mom- 
ents, a reasonable and convincing 
romance and a hero who is a pure 
Texan from down near the Rio 
Grande. Gary Cooper is the man 
from the South, and although Cana- 
dian uprisings are none of his busi- 
ness (he is one of the Texan Rangers 
on search for a murderer) he finds 
himself in the middle of gunplay 
before the end of the second reel. 
Preston Foster as the sergeant- 
leader of the redcoats gets the better 
of Cooper in the contest for Miss 
Carroll, who never seemed quite 


able to make up her mind whether | 


to stay up north where the winds 


blow or chuck it all and go south | 


with Cooper where the dust blows. 
Rivals at the fadeout are good 
friends. Foster has the girl and 
Cooper has George Bancroft, the 
heavy, tied up with his lariat and 
on his way back home. 

Before that takes place there are 
innumerable plot complications in- 
volving Paulette Goddard, a half- 


breed vixen; Robert Preston, one of 


the mounted who faltered in outpost 
duty; Walter Har->‘en, a big Indian 


chief; and Akim ‘1. miroff and Lynne 


Overman, who stage their own pri-| highly censorable stanzas 


| Jr., 


Walt, 


ARISE, MY LOVE 


Paramount release of Arthur Hornblow, 
production and release. Stars Clau- 
dette Colbert and Ray Milland; features 
Walter Abel, Dick Purcell, Dennis O'Keefe, 
Esther Hale, George Zucco. Directed by 
Mitchell Leisen. Screenplay by Charles 
Brackett and Billy Wilder from Jacques 
Thery’s adaptation of story by Benjamin 
Glaser and John S. Toldy. Camera, Charles 
Lang; editor, Doane Harrison. Previewed 
at Paramount theatre, N. Y., Oct, 
Running time: 100 MINS. 


10, '40. 






Augusta POMS é.c'nses'eeene Claudette Colbert 
DD GUNG ccsddcdeisexdcesn i Ray Milland 
on LEP PET TEe Pee erer irr ee Dennis O'Keefe 
i eee Walter Abel 
6 Se A or Dick Purcell 
REO WOENOR 6 iss 6 Esc onc toccscedas George Zucco 
DRTOe SUOIMED, occ ccccetadesee Frank Puglia 
a Se Seer are Cliff Nazarro 
Botzelberg’s Ass't.. ..+-Michael Mark 
SEN 65 56.0 -5sho 404.0% eeee+-J@8US Topete 
Uniformed Clerk..............Nestor Paiva 
ROSS 6550 .0045049900085 Fred Malatesta 





Against the background of Euro- 
pean fisticuffs, Paramount brings 
forth a film of moving romantic in- 
| terest, proving that love will find a 
| way through the hazards of air-raids, 
| torpedo attacks and enemy invasions. 
It is titled, ‘Arise, My Love.’ which 
|is the leadoff phrase of one of those 
in The 


another | correspondent. 





|do and do it well. 





Benjamin Glaser and John D. Toldy. 


> continually | Miss Colbert wears some very be- 
heckles Annie as captain of the com- | coming 


costumes and Milland 


Annie’s firm| handles his ardor like a gentleman. 


Good comedy lightens the war 


She also gets the job of | episodes when Walter Abel, as news 
towing a drydock to Alaska, but is| chief, 
|forced to step aside for 
|skipper on the important contract. 
But Annie goes along for the ride. 


is looking -for his missing 
There’s also a touch 
of pathos with the entry of German 
troops into the French capital. Film 
skillfully skirts the rough stuff and 
is highly satisfactory entertainment 
for general consumption. 
Supporting players have little to 
George Zucco is 
the Spanish general and looks the 
part. Dick Purcell and Dennis 
O’Keefe are soldiers of fortune. 


With exploitation on the romantic | .., pe 
merits of the film, and very little | into seal coin. 


said about the war angles, ‘Arise, My 
Love’ should send up the gate re- 
ceipts wherever played. Flin, 


HIT PARADE OF 1941 


(MUSICAL) 

Republic release of Sol C. Siegel produc- 
tion. Features Kenny Baker, Frances 
Langford, Hugh Merbert, Mary Boland, 
Ann Miller, Patsy Kelly, Phil Silvers. Di- 
rected by John H. Auer. Original by Brad- 





| Themselves... 


ford Ropes, F. Hugh Herbert and Maurice 
| Leo; additional comedy, Sid Kuller and 
Ray Golden; songs, Jules Styne, Walter 
Bullock; dances, Danny Dare; camera, 
Jack Marta; editor, Murray Seldeen. Pre- 
viewed in Projection Room, N, Y., Oct. 17, 
"40. Running time, 83 MINS. 

David PATVAGRP s oo ccccevcs sets 
Ferra 
Ferdinand Farraday......... 
Emily Potter 


Kenny Baker 
...Frances Langford 
Hugh®Herbert 


ceegeneneseeves« Mary Boland 


| Annabelie Potter.....cccccccces Ann Miller 
SOGY ADDS. cccccccvesccoesconve Patsy Kelly 
} i :. SOUT. 5 04 6g ese sesens ds Phil Silvers 
BOGR CIO. seloccveccscvne Sterling Holloway 
| RRR CTMT » 006:0600500e000000 Donald MacBride 
Bat. PAG. ccesccocstosceses jarnett Parker 
Carter. .cccccccccccecess Franklin Pangborn 

..Six Hits and a Miss 


Borrah Minevitch 


Rascals, 


and his Harmonica 





Had Republic a couple of writers 
who could handle dialog the way 


| Jules Styne and Walter Bullock have 


handled music and lyrics on ‘Hit 
Parade’, it would have made a major 
_entry among the season’s tunefilms. 
| As it is, it is a mediocre conglomera- 
_ tion of good songs, mild marquee 
i/names, a slightly tired story and a 
,lack of funny lines. The expert 
comics in the cast could have made 








It’s a] 








is 


being touted on its music starting 
right from its title, borrowed from 
the Lucky Strike air show—are ‘Who 
Am I?,’ ‘Make Yourself at Home,’ 
‘In the Cool of the Evening,’ and 
‘Swing Low, Sweet Rhythm.’ They 
have already received some plugging 
on the air. ‘Who Am I?’ is particu- 
larly good as duoed by Baker and 
Langford, while the femme’s bluesy 
salesmanship of ‘Swing Low’ helps 
it immensely. 

Bradford Ropes, F. Hugh Herbert 
and Maurice Leo, in molding the 
story, apparently had so much head- 
ache working the sizeable list of 
featured players into at least semi- 
logical situations for getting off their 
varied talents, that there wasn’t fime 
left to give thought to the plot other- 
wise. Plaudits must be handed them 
for successfully working out the 
first part of their problem. 


Yarn opens to find Kenny Baker 
and his uncle (Hugh Herbert) oper- 
ating a Connecticut swap shop, 
which they trade in toto for a radio 
station in Brooklyn. Much-needed 
sponsor on the outlet is Mary 
Boland, department store owner, 
who insists her daughter, Ann Miller, 
sing on the store’s show. Daughter 
can terp, but not sing, which leads 
the diplomatic Baker to sub Frances 
Langford from a hidden mike in an- 


other studio. Patsy Kelly, Miss 
Langford’s pal, spills the devious 
little scheme when Miss Miller 


threatens to split the love interest 
between Langford-Baker. 


Phil Silvers, w.k. to burley and 
quite successful in ‘Yokel Boy’ on 
Broadway last season, takes his 
christening in celluloid, as the sta- 
tion’s program manager, in his 
stride. e shows plenty of possi- 


can’t get going in this opus because 
of his material. Herbert likewise 
tortures himself trying to get laughs 
out of lines which just ain’t. — 


Tossed in for good measure are 
Borrah Minevitch and His Har- 
monica Rascals and Six Hits and a 
Miss. The half-pint member of 
Minevitch’s crew gets some very 
funny results in vaude from the same 
antics he uses in the film, but they 
completely miss through the lens. 
Nifty on the mouth-organs, the gang 
would be okay were the so-called 
comedy eliminated. Six Hits and a 
Miss, which translates into half a 
dozen guys and a gal warbling, are 
expert but don’t get enough to do. 

Ann Miller, who returns to Holly- 


| wood — after clicking in George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ during the past 
season, is badly presented. Camera 


is far too distant in her two tap se- 
quences, fails to bring out the gams 
which are so highly vaunted, and 
the lighting on her is poor. Herb. 


GLAMOUR FOR SALE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Roger Pryor, Anita Louise, June | 
MacCloy. Directed by D. Ross Lederman. 
Screenplay, John Bright: camera, Franz 
Planner; editor, Viola Lawrence; songs, 
Ben Oakland, Milton Drake, Herb Magid- 
son. Reviewed at Variety, Lincoln, dual. 
Running time: 60 MINS, 

Pe SOUR: 6c ccunencchetins cl Anita Louise 
DOTA Gs Ghd a 66 e-6ees aabe bes Roger Pryor 
Petty NebsCbeeéeses as saane Frances Robinson 
PUN iésedaee casccsshoontaces June MacCloy 
oe js EER Pe oe --Done Beddoe 
RR ere ub6006656% Paul Fix 
Braddock $600 00s06006608n0Gee0 60 Arthur Loft 
SOURED nso bh Ceweeneesess tea Veda Ann Borg 





Although ‘Glamour For Sale’ con- 
tains nothing objectionable to arouse 
the censors, it has for subject mat- 
ter and title two properties which 
dramatized by exploiteers 
It’s a natural title, 
and there are enough lookers among 


the girls to furnish a lobby of blow- | 
ups and photos which would act as | 


able come-ons. Live models in stunts 
of several kinds can be used to 
drum up momentum, 

As a straight film, ‘Glamour’ is a 
fair story of the cops on the trail of 
escort services which thinly mask 
such dive practices as rolling drunks, 
blackmailing and all manner of ex- 
tortion. It is careful to give salute 
to those professional servers of fancy 
dolls for dinner and night club dates, 
who conduct that service on the up 
and up, saying, in effect, 


imbibers, 








that it is| 
| Only concerned with the scurrilous 
joints whose dames play on the over- | 


a sharp hour, finishes quick] ‘ 
strictly up to the exploitation te 
much biz it will do, but without 
drum-beating it’s just another se 

ond feature, ag 


SO YOU WON’T TALK 


Columbia production and release 





Joe E. Brown; features Frances Robins 
Vivienne Osborn, Barnard Nede}} Ton’ 
Dugan. Directed by Edward Sedgwick. 
Original screenplay by Richard Flournoy: 
camera, Allen *G, Siegler; editor on 
Sweeney. At Rialto, N. Y., week of Oct. 
16, 40. Running time, 68 MINS, . 


‘Whiskers’ 
Brute Hanson§. ° Joe EF. B 

PEATISOTE ) sence eee eeesee Be ro 
FT Bl. See Frances Robinson 
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Devotees of Jo2 E. Brown will fing 
the current Columbia release a miid 
outlet for his talents, full of situa- 
tion comedy which sometimes clicks 
and sometimes doesn’t. For those 
to whom Brown isn’t funny no mat- 
ter what he contrives to do—wel] 
this naturally just isn’t for them! 
Brown’s that type of comic; there’s 
them that like him and them that 
don’t, and the twain just won’t mix, 
Whether a picture starring Mr, Cay- 
ern-mouth should be given pre- 
ferred playing time or be included 
in that 20% cancellation privilege is 
pretty much each individual exhib’s 
problem based on past experience, 
_ Story puts Joe E. in two roles and 
is rather cleverly concocted, al- 
though it lacks anything that could 
be termed sock comedv except to 
the most rabid Brownian rooters, 
Scripter Richard Flournoy, who also 
does the ‘Blondie’ stories for Col, has 
given Brown contrasting parts, first 
as a meek literary reviewer and 
then as a tough gangster, neither of 
which offers opportunity for him to 
use that wide mouth in the familiar 
way. 

Brown as the _ bewhiskered re- 
viewer gets fired and decides to 
write a novel. But first, at insist- 
ence of gal friend Frances Robinson, 
he mows the hedge off his puss. That 
makes him look exactly like Brown 
the mugg, who just happens to be 
released from jail the same day. 
Toughie’s gang and moll both mis- 
take the meek imitation for their 
boss and his endeavors to escape 
them are supposed to provide the 
laughs. There are also a number of 
sequences in which Brown faces 
Brown, but, as in other parts of the 
picture, results are not quite so hil- 
arious as might be expected. 

Miss Robinson, who’s debuting in 
screen comedy after exclusive as- 
signment to mystery-mellers and 
such, fills in nicely opposite the 
comic. Tom Dugan and Dick Wessel 
make a pleasant pair of gangster 
aides, while Bernard Nedell, Vivi- 
enne Osborne and Anthony Warde 
fill out the cast adequately. Edward 
Sedgwick’s direction lacks the sharp- 
ness that might have imparted more 
edge to the rossibilities for laughs. 

Herb. 


UNDER YOUR HAT 


(Musical) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Sept. 30. 


Republic release of British Lion Produc- 
tion. Stars Cicely Courtneidge, Jack Hul- 
bert. Directed by Maurice Elvey. Adapted 
a stage musical of sarme name. Mu- 
sica 


L score, Lew Stone; camera, Mutz 
Greenbaum, At Grand National private 
theatre, London. Running time: 79 MINS, 
SOOM MRIS s bkcbseesces ...-Jack Hulbert 
mY BEM, . ccvcdcéccess Cicely Courtneidge 
BIOTUM VIRGIN. co cccecciccccccd Austin Trevor 
Carole Markoff.......cccecs Leonora Corbett 
| Sir Jeffrey Arlington.......... Cecil Parker 
George boudhevésene peseeeesenees Tony Hayes 
Carl CHECCSWURS CONE 6 654000 0855 Charles Oliver 
Colonel Sheepshanks.......... H. F. Maltby 
Mrs, Sheepshanks............. Mary Barton 
Winnie eh ns004 0666066666400 0< Glynis Johns 
Miss Stevens...............Myrette Morven 





A plot that just isn’t has ‘Under 
Your Hat’ deteriorating, after open- 
ing reels, into weak comedy. Idea 
seemingly was to give picture sense, 
something neither of its principals, 
Cicely Courtneidge and Jack Hul- 
bert, suggests in their zany playing. 
Thus it’s a musical with spots. Pic 
should rate here on its stars’ mar- 
quee value, although income will de- 
pend to a great extent on how soon 
it can be rushed into release. Cur- 
rently, its ingredients are what legit 


; , ; | would provide if legit were func- 
|_ Anita Louise is a first-timer with | 
| Roger Pryor footing the bill, when | fers little, since a good deal of its 
he goes on a dinner party with him, | humor and cracks are colored to the 


tioning. For U. S. screens film of- 


in company with Arthur Loft, an| Union Jack. 


insurance exec, who has June Mac- | 


Handling of early footage gives 


Cloy, from one of the harpie clip- | promise of first-rate stuff, paced and 


spots. 


man while hoity-toitying, and it later 
flies up in Loft’s face with Paul Fix 
gouBing him for a payoff. Loft kills 


himself, and then Pryor, a dick on | 


the trail of such stuff as is being 


fostered by Don Beddoe, Fix and the | 
MacCloy gal, confides his mission to | 


Miss Louise, and asks her help. 
She agrees to turn stool, and the 
story progresses 1-2-3 from there. 


Two girls figure incidentally with | 


the principals, Frances 


The MacCloy girl sees to it | directed 
that Loft gets mugged by a camera- | 





to register, but Maurice 
Elvey’s directorial grip weakens as 
story unyrolds. 

Courtneidge-Hulbert work hard to 
repeat their stage success. Story un- 
folds them as filmusical team, with 
Hulbert. appreciative of ankles. A 
bid from Secret Service to shadow 
femme spy, Leonora Corbett, pro- 
vides him with ample romancing, in 
— being shadowed b- his partner- 
wife. 

tudio and niteclub scenes are pre- 


Robinson, | sented with realism and laughs; only 











— 





vate duel of marksmanship, which | Song cf Solomon. 


du | this a nifty with proper material. As 
is hilarious. 


it stands it will make a strong addi- 
|tion as the No. 2 of a double-bill 


i Te nig ote Zoe yy who 
‘ ive a lift to the picture an s 
Settings, costumes and all produc-|to the boxoffice ‘rectipte ave net 
tion accoutrements reflect long} dette Colbert and Ray Milland. | anywhere, 

preparation and expert workman- Unlike some other films which} Kenny Baker, better known to 
ship. A _ military outpost, | several | have set their scenery in present-day | radio than films, and Frances Lang- 
settlements and trading stations and | war-tossed Europe, this one projects | ford hold the top romantic spots. 
an Indian encampment are only a/ the romance in front of the cannon-| Better choice could scarcely have 
few of many spacious sets which are | ading. It tells of a newspaperwoman, | been made for selling the tunes, but 
large enough to encompass hundreds | employed in France by an American | Baker, particularly, scarcely quali- 

| 


who is one of the nicer girls in the ; when pic has to fill in do weaknesses 
escort biz, and Veda Ann Borg, who! show. Musical number, ‘Can’t Find 
X-rays every guy she meets to spot| That Tiger,’ has been particularly 
his wallet and contents. Both are| well recorded with The Rhythm 
okay when aboard. | Brothers. Sound in other spots is 
Misses MacCloy and Louise sing, not so neat, even harsh, although 
but neither has much to work with, | latter development may have been 
nor do they give much in return. | due to acoustics of private theatre at 
Pryor turns in a creditable account | preview. 
of himself all the way. Director Camera work of Mutz Greenbaum 
Lederman keeps the story moving at|is capable on costly mountings and 
all times, so things not only happen | costume effects. Latter indicate a 
quickly, but the picture, which runs! budget of no small size. 





Ries 


of players in some of the scenes./syndicate, who digs up her own) fies as a thesp. That’s not, however, 
Picture throughout has size. : stories. Tired of writing about the | impossible to overlook. 
Camera department, previously | latest styles in hats and brassieres | Among the film’s tunes—and it is 








Wednesday, October 23, 1940 


First week breaks all- 
time money record for 
the CAPITOL THEATRE. 
New York, under any 


policy for any picture. 


ASTOR THEATRE. New York. 

capacity and standees at every performance. (This 
includes all matinees, evenings and special 6 p.m. 
Sunday shows.) Advance aac. 8 weeks ahead, 
points to record-breaking long run engagement. 


Philadelphia, Aldine—October 23rd 
Pittsburgh, Warner’s—October 25th 
Chicago, Apollo and Roosevelt—Qctober 3 Ist 


Buffalo. Great Lakes—October 3 1st 


And starting October 3 Ist over the entire 


TOEW CIRCUIT at advanced prices! 


talks in his new comedy. 


“the Great DICTATOR: 


Produced, written and directéd by CHARLES CHAPLIN 


with PAULETTE GODDARD 


Jack OakIE + Henry DANIELL » REGINALD GARDINER 
Brpty GILBERT +». MAURICE MOoscovicu 
Released thru United Artists 





16 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, Uctober 23, 14949 





M. L. Annenberg's Tower and State, 
Milwaukee, in Trust Suit Vs. Fox 


Milwaukee, Oct. 22. 

Fraud, conspiracy and enrichment 
of themselves at the expense of the 
people for whom they were to op- 
erate theatres are charged against ? “a 
the local Fox organization by the Final editing on the bs pe dl a. 
Oriental and Tower theatre corpora- | gles production of ‘Arizona’ for Co- 
tions in a Circuit court action on | lumbia, whittled down to 11,500 feet, 


which Judge Gustave G. Gehrz | will consume two hours and 10 min- 


heard arguments Friday (18). The | Utes im running time. 
court took the case under advisement |_ Picture is now being scored with 
and instructed opposing counsel to | Victor Young’s music, 

file briefs setting forth their respec- | 

tive contentions. 


Specifically, the action is brought | nd bt 
by the Tower Theatre Corp. and the | S 0 y 
Oriental Theatre Corp. against the | 
Wisconsin Amusement Enterprise | . 
Suing 20th-Fox 








Long Time in ‘Arizona’ 





Hollywood, Oct. 22. 


—_—_—_—_—______—~ 4 








Corp., the Milwaukee Theatres, Inc., 
and the Fox-City Theatres Corp., all | 
Delaware corporations, and H. J. 
Fitzgerald. It is alleged Milwaukee | 
Theatres and Fox-City Theatres 
Corp. are subsidiaries of Wisconsin | 
Amus., which in turn is a subsidiary | 
of National Theatres, Inc., which in | 
turn is a subsidiary of the 20th Cen- | 
tury-Fox Corp., and that the defend- 
ant corporations have common offi- 
cers and directors controlling poli- 
cies; also that Fitzgerald is an offi- 
cer and director and participates in 
the profits in addition to salary and 
compensation from the corporations. 


Terms 


It is asserted in the complaint 
that on July 25, 1934, the Tower and 





Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 

A. M. Ellis, operator of the Towers 
theatre, Camden, N. J., a vaude- 
filmer, last Thursday (17) filed suit 
against 20th Century-Fox asking 
$107,500 damages for breach of con- 
tract. Ellis, who also operates sev- 
eral theatres in Philly, charged that 
he purchased the Towers on the 
strength of a promise made by 


For $107,500 


MORT SHEA DIES IN 
N.Y. AT THE AGE OF 60 


In ailing health for several years, 
M. A. (Mort) Shea died on Saturday 
(19) at the Medical Center, N. Y., at 
the age of 60. Funeral was held 
Monday (21), burial at the Gate of 





Heaven cemetery, White Plains, 
many, in and out of show business, 
attending. 


Founder of the old Feiber & Shea 
circuit, which later on became the 
Shea Theatre Corp., the operator 
built up a chain of houses which 
numbered 42 at the time of his death. 
They are located in New York, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island. Sev- 
eral of them formerly played vaude- 
ville. He was not related to Mike 
Shea of Buffalo. 

A few years ago Shea became a 
partner of Paramount in some of his 
theatres, mainly in Ohio. About five 
years ago Eddie Grainger, who for 
years had been in distribution with 
Fox, joined the Shea circuit as its 
v.p. and general maanger. He has 
been in charge of its interests during 
Shea’s illness, which forced him to 
retire, 

Two sons, Maurice, Jr., and Wil- 
liam, are aiso in the circuit’s home 
office at New York. Others sur- 
viving the veteran showman, a 
kindly man who was extremely well 
liked in the business, are Thomas, 
who is with the law firm of O’Brien, 
Driscoll & Raftery; the widow, Mar- 
garet L. Shea and a daughter, Mrs. 
Joseph Tuckerman. 








Mills Novelty and 


Jas. Roosevelt's 


Classy N. Y. Preem for ‘Soundies’ 





Rogers Would Add Pix 


Budd Rogers, v.p. and g.m. of 
Alliance Films, N. Y., distribs of 
indie product, left last week for the 
Coast, where he will confab with 
producers on taking on added films. 

On his ‘rip west Rogers is stopping 
at Alliance franchise-holders in Buf- 
falo, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago and 
Kansas City. Southern exchanges 
will be visited on his return trip. 








Atty. Moroney's 
Idea How Indies 


May Be Salved 


John Moroney, counsel for the 
Interstate circuit, now up in New 
York from Texas, principally on a 


pleasure-trip, has a practical slant 
on chain relations with indie ex- 
hibitors. ‘If and when a circuit 
takes over an independent, I'd ad- 





Oriental, both de luxe key nabes, 
made an agreement with Wisconsin 
Amus., whereunder the defendant 
agreed to manage, operate and su- 
pervise the two houses in a manner 





Edgar Moss, manager of the local 
|20th-Fox branch, to supply him 
| with product, and that the latter 
later reneged on the agreement. 


Freiday’s Stockholder 
Suit Against U; Encore 


vocate leaving the indie as a small 
participating partner, under a con- 
tinuing employment contract and 
with a sharing interest, if it’s only 


5% 


a 





New York got its first view of 
Roosevelt-Mills ‘Soundies’ Monday 
(21) and ‘Soundies’ got their first 
view of New York—no doubt the 
classiest view they will ever have. 
Introductions were made at the Star. 
light Roof of the Waldorf-Astoria. 
Next stop for the film jukeboxes is 
bars in the Bronx, Brooklyn, Harlem, 
Manhattan and Podunk. 

New York has seen press agents 
toss glamour around before. It's not 
easily impressed. But the Mills 
brothers of Chicago did it. Not only 
did they have 2,000 visitors in the 
Waldorf’s roof nitery, but a lot more 
in a healthy chunk of another floor 
below. And 25 or so of John Powers’ 
best in their evening togs to lend 
decor. And hordes of flunkies with 
drinks and sandwiches. And an all- 
femme band to whoop things up. 
And photogs by the score who shot 
off flash bulbs as though they were 
at a Hitler blitzkrieg. 

No, sir. No jukebox will ever un- 
ravel its 16 mm. celluloid in an at- 
mosphere like that again. Although 
this wasn’t the first time. Hollywood 
last month got its taste of how the 
Mills boys do it. And glamour ap- 
parently pays. Dozens of potential 
distribs were itching to get their 
hands on a fountain pen and the 
fountain pen on a contract. Two gals 
at a desk made appointments for 
them with Mills reps with the neces- 
sary papers scattered through down- 
stairs rooms. 


Free-Loaders’ Field Day 
Who the 1,950 or so people were 





| Ellis, president of the Towers | 
| Theatre Co., and his brother, Mar- 
tin, secretary-treasurer, siisarea! 
i|they had a verbal contract with 
Moss to get all product rejected by 
the Savar theatre, part of a chain 
owned by Joseph Varbalow. They 
‘said they informed Moss they in- 
|tended to play vaudeville together 


most conducive to profitable opera- 
tion. The Wisconsin Amus. Enter- 
prises was to get a management fee 
of 5% of the gross, and also 50% 
of profits in excess of $100,000. The 
contract was terminated by the 
plaintiff Aug. 31, 1937, after having 
been in effect for three years. 

h rien nd Downer theatres ; Pst? 
ae a in hyd apace denaned with pictures at a 40c admission. 
as the Gold Coast, the former house | Moss then made them enter in a 
first run, the other second. The | new written contract for the Ellis- 
Tower and State are both in the | owned -Broadway, also in Camden, 
West zone, the former first run de | whereby they waived their seven- 
luxer, the other second run. In both | day protection which the Broadway 
cases the de luxers were to have 14 | had over the Victoria, operated by 
days’ protection over the second run Varbalow. This pact was the price 
houses, also Fox operated. It is al- for getting the Towers product, 
leged to have been the duty of Fox | Ellis averred. 


To Sam Posen’s Action 


Following closely on the heels of 
Samuel I. Posen, Universal director, 
who two weeks ago filed a stock- 
holder suit against the company, Wil- 
liam Freiday, another director and 
stockholder of Universal, filed a N. Y. 
supreme court action against the 
company yesterday (Tues.). 
borrowed much of Posen’s thunder 
in his action, and after mentioning 
the other suit, asked leave to inter- 
vene. : 

Plaintiff holds an unnamed amount 
of common, and among charges in 
the action which seeks an account- 
ing is an attack on the Voting Trust, 
set up March 31, 1936, charges that 





Freiday | 


who had no more use for a ‘Pano- 
ram’—that’s the Mills alternative to 
‘Soundie’—than Willkie does for a 
tomato, or what they were doing 
there besides downing Scotches, 


‘I'll tell you why. Let the chain, 
and maybe I mean Interstate or not, 
‘with its better setup and wider 
|buying powers start making more 
| money, it’s only natural for the indie 
Ito want to get back into the busi-| munching sandwiches and greeting 
‘ness, particularly if he sees his | friends, is something else again. But 
former house now doing more than/all had their engraved invitations, 
| when he ran it. from lecture manager W. Colston 
‘It's natural, therefore, that he| Leigh to Jimmy Hanson, office boy 
gets irked, perhaps jealous, starts | at United Artists. 
\talking discrimination, oppression, Incidentally, if you could crush 
|conspiragy, and all the rest of it.| Your way through, you could also 
|Next thing that happens is another | see the ‘Soundies.’ Three of the 
lnuisance suit under anti-trust} boxes were on display, one with a 
| charges, and thus the industry is be- tempting hula scene from a ‘Pano- 
jing cluttered up with dozens of need- ram’ blown up and fastened to the 
less headaches and costly litigation. | screen, in front of which potential 
But if the independent retained a/distribs could get their pix snapped 








| 





‘to act with the utmost good faith, 
loyalty and fair dealing,’ occupying 
‘a position of trust ‘and confidence,’ 
and further alleged that ‘continu- 
ously throughout the term of agree- 
ment the defendant Wisconsin Amus. 
Enterprises, Inc., by its fraudulent 
conduct failed to exercise ‘loyalty and 
good faith toward the plaintiff’ and 
‘by various acts of omission and com- 
mission, misfeasance and malfeas- 
ance failed to perform its functions 
and violated its duties and pbliga- 
tions.’ 
‘Diverted Patronage’ 


It was charged that pictures were 
shown in both the Downer and State 
prior to the expiration of the 14 
days protection granted in the agree- 
ment, thereby diverting patronage 
from the Oriental and the Tower 
and greatly reducing the profits of 
the last named houses. It is.charged 
that ‘Fitzgerald had full knowledge 
of said fraudulent and unlawful acts 
and as an officer and director of the 
defendant corporation he counselled, 
aided and abetted said acts and prac- 
tices.’ It is charged the defendant 
companies and Fitzgerald and other 
persons and corporations unknown 
to the plaintiffs, ‘confederated and 
conspired together for the purpose 
of defrauding the plaintiffs, and to 
unlawfully and unjustly’ enrich 
themselves at the expense and to the 


‘In reliance of the assurance from 
the defendant that product would 
be available,’ the suit continued, 
‘Ellis and his associates on June 16, 
1939, bid in at a Sheriff's sale in 
Camden, for $64,000 in addition to a 
tax arrearage of $7,125.34 for the 
Towers theatre, and made the re- 


|quired deposit of $6,400 with the 
Sheriff of Camden County.’ 
The following October, Ellis 


claimed, when he approached Moss 
on the subject of entering into a 
written agreement, he was told ‘it 
was not customary to reduce such a 


;contract to writing’, however assur- | 


ing him again that 
would be available. Whereupon the 
Fllis group entered into contracts 
|for renovating which totalled $124,- 
466. 


the 


(Nov. 17, 1939), Ellis said he was 
informed by Samuel Gross, 
manager of 20th-Fox, that the agree- 
ment had been nixed by the home 


office because of Varbalow’s opposi- | 


tion, but he was again reassured by 
Moss that the matter 
straightened out’. Shortly after- 
ward, when Ellis tried to get book- 
ing, he was informed by Moss that 
Varbalow was still continuing his 
opposition and he (Moss) couldn't 
do anything about it. 


product | 


|; The following month, however | 


office | 


‘would be} 


J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the 
board, dominates Standard Capital 
!Co. and Universal; charges 
Cowdin, Standard Capital, Charles R. 
Rogers and J. Arthur Rank entered 
into a conspiracy to acquire 
control Universal; charges that Carl 
Laemmle was paid $5,450,000 for the 
company, far in excess of what 


~ 


and | 


after selling out, and he continued 


that | Participating, you'd not find this sort 


lof trouble.’ 





CHAS. VIDOR LENSING 


was worth: that Universal tost st | Ne. TOWN? ON LOCAL 


147,605 from 1929 tv 1935: that Uni- 
versal was looted by the sale of Uni- 
versal Pictures, Ltd., the English 
subsidiary worth $3,000,000, to Rank 
for $600,000; that excessive commis- 
sions were paid and excessive sal- 
jaries granted to directors and offi- 
|cers who were appointed by the de- 
fendants: that 80% of the income of 


Big-U Film Exchange was diverted | 


|to the parent company; that officers 
|and directors not subservient to the 
| wishes of Cowdin were let out, and 
others who would be, substituted; 
|that Nate Blumberg, president of 
Universal, was a designee of Cowdin, 
to assist him in concealing the fraud 
jallegedly perpetrated on the com- 
pany; that Charles R. Prutzman, 
general counsel, instead of doing his 
work as general counsel, had his 
former law firm handle the 
work, etc. 

Defendants in the suit are Cow- 
din, George N. Armsby, Nathan J. 


legai | 





Charles Vidor, Coiumbia director, | 


planes from New York to the Coast 
|today (Wednesday) after a five-day 
| visit selecting locations for back- 
|ground shots on ‘New York Tewn,’ 
next on his slate. He was accom- 
|panied east by a six-man camera 
jcrew and Louis Meltzer, writer on 
the pic. 

Meltzer will return to the Coast 
with Vidor, while the lens gang, 
headed by Curtis Mick, will remain 
to get the scenes of Fifth avenue 
and Radio City which are needed. 
| Shooting on the Coast begins Nov. 
4, with Mary Martin and Fred Mac- 
Murray starred. 


Roz Stalls ‘Topper’ 


| Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Hal Roach postponed the start of 








|piece of his former theatre, even | 





detriment of the plaintiffs.’ The home office of 20th then 
The Oriental and Tower, now) agreed to modify the agreement al- | 
under the management of Harold|lowing the Towers to show its | 
Mirisch, for the M. L. Annenberg product without vaude at a 25c ad-| 
Investment Co., owners of the prop-| mission to appease Varbalow, but | 
erties, seek judgment decreeing that | giving Ellis the right to present | 
the defendant account to the plain- | stage shows on weekends with other 
tiff: |film product. This agreement, too, 
a. For the return of the con- | was not honored, Ellis said. 
sideration received by the defendant! Because of these alleged breaches 
Wisconsin Amus. Enterprises Corp. | of contract, the plaintiff charged, he 
b. For all the profits of the Dow-! had lost $15,000 for the year 1940, 
ner and State derived from the ex- and would show a probable loss of 
hibition of motion pictures by each $7,500 from Jan. 1, 1941 to July 31, 
of them in violation of the duty and 1941—the latter date being the date 
obligation which the WAEC owed =the agreement should have termin- 
the plaintiff. ated. The estimated ‘reasonable 
c. For such other and further re- profit? for the Towers—a_ 1,400- 
lief as the court may deem just and seater—should have been $30,000 an- 
proper including the costs and dis- | nually, Ellis said. 
bursements of the litigation. | Ellis further claimed that as a re- 
Skeds Attached 'sult of 20th’s refusal to honor its 
Attached to the complaint are contract, he had been unable to get 
schedules of all the pictures played any other major product, having to 


| Blumberg, Paul G. Brown, Robert H. | 


Cochrane, Daniel C. Collins, Preston | ‘Topper Returns,’ scheduled to go 
Davie, Lawrence W. Fox, Jr., Peyton bene ve yesterday (Mon.) because 
Gibson, Ottavio Prochet, Charles D. be casting difficulties. 
Rank, Budd Rogers, Charles R. Rog- i — is tied up at Columbia 
ers, Daniel N. Schaeffer, Samuel |/" 1%!s Thing Called Love,’ and con- 


Rosalind Rus- | 
Prutzman, Adolph Ramish, J. Arthur | Sell, originally slated for one of the } 


Spring, Willis H. Taylor, Jr., Univer- 
sal Corp., Universal Pictures Co., 
Inc., Standard Capital Co., Big-U 
{Film Exchange, Inc., Western Elec- 
|tric Co., Inc., Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., Eastman Kodak Co., 
G. C. F. Corp., Ltd., and the Manu- 
facturers Trust Co, 

Universal board of directors yes- 
terday (Tuesday) authorized the fol- 
|lowing statement in part regarding 
Freiday’s suit: ‘It is a matter of rec- 
ord that Freiday, who has been a di- 
rector of the corporation since its 
inception, has voted in favor of the 
principal acts taken by the board 
| about which he now complains. Uni- 
versal and its directors are confident 





templates a long vacation before re- 
turning to work, 


Roach must look elsewhere for his 
feminine topper in view of commit- 
ments with Roland Young, Billie 
Burke and Eddie (Rochester) Ander- 
son to get the picture under way 
within the next few weeks. 





Miller Chain’s 4th 
. Atlanta, Oct. 22. 
Peachtree, 850-seat de luxe nabe 
at Peachtree and 13fh, lighted up 
Thursday (17). House is No. 4 in 


| Miller chain and under direction of 


| Charles A. Adams. 


| They only recently opened their 





at the Oriental, Tower, Downer and rely on ‘old films’ and independent | that all complaints will be answered | 500-seat Garden, in swank North 


(Continued on page 18) pictures, 


jin court when the matter comes up.’ 


| Side section. 


with a Powers’ girl; the second with 

the box cut away so that innards 
| became visible, and the third— 
| honest—actually showed the pic- 
| tures. 

They were pretty good, too. The 
reel had eight subjects, each running 
about 2% minutes. Whole round trip 

| took 22 minutes. It wasn’t necessary, 
|of course, to put a dime in for each 
| subject, as it will be when a toughie 
| behind a bar replaces the genteelness 
|of the Waldorf’s hired help. As 
j}many dimes as desired may be put 
in at one time. There’s no selector, 
| you take what comes next. A mov- 
| ing tape above the 17 by 22% inch 
| translucent screen announces the se- 
quence of subjects, 


S. A. Briefies 


Briefies turned out by Jimmy 
Roosevelt’s Globe Productions under 
Henry Henigson’s supervision com- 
bine eye appeal with ear appeal by 
including dance sequences in each 
short. There’s also a salty sprinkling 
of the old s.a., with one of the juke 
films offering the niftiest view of a 
leg—full screen is taken up by a 
single gam—seen since Will Hays 
stopped playing postmaster-general. 
Despite it all, however, 24% minutes 
seems too long for most of the sub- 
jects. Tricky angle shots, smart 
editing, sex and everything else fail 
{to maintain sustained interest. Or 
'mebbe it’s in those slow spots you're 
| supposed to sip your beer. 

Mills machines avoid almost @n- 
|tirely—not quite—the fuzziness 
| around the edges of the picture 
| which are a defect of other boxes 
seen here when the spectator is off 
on the side. Fuzziness in others 1s 
caused by the wide-angle lens nec- 
esary to enlarge the pictures with 
the screen so close to the projector. 
Mills ingeniously gets around that by 
projecting the picture in a small 
area on a mirror and enlarging it 
through a series of other mirrors. 

$695 Per Juker 

Jukers ate almost seven feet high, 
done in walnut and weigh about 800 
pounds. They list at $1,000, but go 
to distribs for $695, pay as they play. 
Selected distribs are given fran- 
chises for territory and must buy 
the number of machines Mills de- 
cides they need. It’s worked out at 
| 10 boxes for each 50,000 population. 
| - 

{ Continued on page 18) 
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MR. & MRS. LEO 


MAMA IS PROUD: 











(0h, Leo, I'm so proud of you. I've been readin 1 
in the trade papers that STRIKE UP THE BAND’ bh 
is playing a 3week in a dozen spots anda 24 
week in twenty other cities. The Editorial said that 
ou're the K Ing of Hold-Overs (You've held me over tor 
16 happy years, angel!) And then it went on to Say: 

| pe Exhibitor, youll remémber November becavse every week 
M-G-M delivers a Sockeroo! (/ think thats what they Called | 
them ) starting with Norma Shearer, Bob Taylor in ESCAPE; 


: cas Donald, Nelson Eddy in BITTER SWEET tn Tech ni~ 











Sanna bie MSR Bae nee . 
. ' = Stes 5 tal 7 wep " — ht S 
posers acc <a 











color; Judy Garland in LITHLE NELLIE KELLY, 

. 7 Clark Gable, Hedy Lamarr in CoMRADE xX‘ 

NX 2) and then they said <4 More Big M-6-M 
ACW 4 i hits in December. How about a néw 

(SSB) \fur coat for Mama 7 
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Ray Close’s Ambish 
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guarantee rental prices against last 
year, percentage of film rental to 
gross receipts on last year’s contract, 
shorts deals and news buys. 

The survey already made on deals 
for the 40-41 product would indicate 
the following: 

Columbia 


This company’s announced sales | 


policy was two at 40%, six at 35%, 
10 at 30% an the balance fiat. 
Company sold most deals flat, it is 
reported. It either sold selective 
contracts or allowed 20% cancella- 
tions in most instances. . Generally, 
AID states, Col did not force shorts 
and where latter were bought, they 
varied in number from 15 to 72. 
Where percentage deals were made, 
contracts called for one at 40%, two 
at 35% and the balance flat—or one 
each at 40 and 35% and the balance 
fiat. Generally, it is stated, Col did 
did not get guarantees or preferred 
time. 
Metro 

Announcing four at 40%, 10 at 
35%, 10 at 30% and the balance fiat, 
majority of this distributor’s deals 


were made for four at 40%, 10 at! 


a high flat and 10 at a medium high 
flat and the balance at a lower flat 
rental. No all-flat deals were re- 
ported to AID. Metro sold some se- 
lective contracts and _ generally 
granted a 20% cancellation. The 
number of shorts sold varied widely 
but claimed they were forced in 
practically every instance. Major- 
ity of contracts called for guaran- 
tees and preferred playing time. 
Examples of selective deals were 
sales of 13 pictures as follows: one 
at 40%, six at 35%, one at 30% and 
five at 25%: and a group of 18 pic- 
tures as follows: two at 40%, two 
at 35% and the balance on a flat 
basis. 
Paramount 

This company deviated widely 
from its announced policy of two at 
40%, eight at 35%, 12 at 30% and 
the balance flat on a program of 41 
features and nine westerns, it 
claimed. A cancellation up to 20% 
Was granted and many deals were 
sold flat. On the percentage deals, 
some were sold with a guarantee 
Claimed Par also forced shorts and 
and others without, some contracts 
on preferred time and many not. 
news but that the number of shorts 
sold to each account varied widely. 

RKO-Radio 

Policy was two at 40%, six at 35%, 
eight at 30% ‘and balance flat, pro- 
gram consisting of 46 features and 
six westerns. 


is 


of accounts flat, but many obtained | 


selective deals, and the cancellation 
granted was 10% in some cases, 20% 
in others. The majority of exhibs 
buying on percentage contracted for 
preferred playing time, but. usually 
did not pay any guarantee. RKO 
seldom forced shorts or news, it is 
Deals varied a lot. Where 
46 features were bought, deals were 
made for two 35%, six at 30% 
and 38 flat. Where 52 features were 
bought some deals were at two for 
40%, the balance flat: others six at 
35% and the remainder flat. There 
were some contracts covering 


++ 
stated 


+ 
aL 


features, calling for one at 40%, 
three at 35%, three at 30% and 14 
on a flat basis. 

20th-Fox 


Scheduling 52 pictures, announced 
policy was two at 40%, eight at 35%, 
14 at 30% and 
Company also 


1S 


cancellation 
was allowed and in 


made fiat. A 
from 10 to 20% 


many instances the distrib specified 
cancellable 
10. 
were also 
Percentage con- 
tracts usually did not carry guaran- | 
tees or preferred playing time pro- 
Shorts and news were sold 
in most instances and forced most of 
Some contracts were sold 
others with one at 


an outright number of 
pictures, varying from five 
Many selective contracts 
written, it is added. 


to 


visions. 


the time. 

with two at 35%, 

40% and four at 35%. 
United Artists 


AID points out that thtere is no set | Week. 


1940-41 Sales Methods 


RKO sold a majority | 


21 | 


the remainder flat. | 
declared to have 
deviated widely from its sales policy 
and the vast majority of deals were 
ranging 





Minneapolis, Oct. 22. 

It's a far jump for Ray Close 
here. 

He resignec as manager of 
Pantages theatre to become @& 
member of the Minneapolis fire 
department, realizing a life-time 
ambition. 





from page 7 = 





eight at 35% and the rest outright. U 
‘negotiated many selective contracts 
land is giving cancellation privileges 
lranging from 10 to 20%. Did not 
| force shorts or news, it is stated. 
‘Company received guarantees and 


— —— 4 
| 
| preferred dating on some contracts, | 
| not in the majority of instances. Ex- 
































‘ing at the second run house start- 
. ro 
ing the day after the conclusion of | 


amples of selective percentage deals 
‘are the following: six at 35% and 23 ’ 
| flat for a total of 29; four at 35% and 
92 flat for a total of 26; and three at 
|35% and 23 flat for a total of 26. ) 
Warner Bros. 
Offering 48 feautres (not counting LATEST 
two specials), the terms sought were 
‘four at 40%, eight at 35%, eight at 
'30% and 28 flat. Deals negotiated . 
varied, the folowing being typical:| with five major companies and a 
all 48 features flat with a 10% C@M-/| number of top indie producers bid- 
cellation permitted; 32 all flat under | qing heatedly, Ernest Hemingway's 
selective contracts; four at 35% and | new novel, ‘For Whom the Bell Tolls,’ 
44 flat. with a 20° cancellation; two | appears certain to be sold to films 
at 40% and 46 flat, with no cancella- | within the next couple of days at a 
ition: and two at 40%, six at 35% price exceeding any ever paid for 
land 32 flat under selective deals. | coreen rights to a book. 
Here again it is claimed shorts were Bidding is now past the $100,000 
forced, but qualified that this existed | mark, with Maurice Speiser, Hem< 
|for about half of the contracts. |ingway’s attgrney, who is acting as 
| Monogram and Republic product 'agent for him, holding out for $150,- 
‘was bought ‘just about the way the | 000. It’s reported that Samuel Gold- 
exhibitor chose, with the exception | wyn has offered $100,000 plus 10c for 
,of those in competitive spots,” AID | each copy sold, which would mean a 
reports. ‘Some were allowed to spot | $150,000 total if the sales went to, 
| book,’ the survey adds. 500,000 copies, which is held to be 
possible. Speiser, however, has de- 
|clared he has no interest in such 
deals, but wants a flat price. 
| Annenberg In the running now, it is under- 
. stood, are 20th-Fox, Warner Bros., 
| ——* Paramount, RKO, and Metro among 
State during the term of the agree-| the majors, and David O. Selznick, in 
ment and the parallel dates of en- | addition mg teh he — oe 
shies 1 j | dies. alter Wanger was interested, 
herrmes showing that ged igecsasd is cath tak MUNG Oak ‘Gen 
cases were played 16, 11 or 1¢ @ayS | the bidding got too steep. To reach 
at the Downer and. frequently 14 | the highest price ever paid for a 
days too early at the State, the show-/ novel. ‘Bells’ will have to hit the 
$110,000 that RKO paid for ‘Cimar- 
n. 
Film interest in the book, which 
the showing at the first run theatre. 'was at a peak last week, hit even 
The agreement, which incidentally new highs following reviews Sunday 
srovided for ‘the placing of all in- (20) and Monday, when the volume | 
alias purchase of light, water and | W4S published. Both N. Y. Times and | 
heat through the agency of the M.|N. Y. Herald Tribune Sunday book 
'L. Annenberg company,’ was signed sections led off with a review of it, 
\by Erwin I. Trosch, president, and and crities on all sheets were unani- 
|Julius J. Smith, secretary, of the | mous that it’s best Hemingway yet. 
'Oriental and Tower corporations,| “Bucharest Ballerina Murder, a 
land by H. J. Fitzgerald, vice-pres- | mystery novel by Van Wyck Mason, 
|ident, and J. N. Blatchford, treasurer, | Was purchased by 20th-Fox on Mon- 
lof Wisconsin Amus. Co. Consent to|day (21). Studio paid $16,000 for 
‘the agreement was signed by M. L.| the book and made an arrangement 
| Annenberg, president, and A. Trosch,| With the author to work on the 
‘secretary, for the M. L. A. Invest-| Screenplay for six weeks at $1,000 a 


ment Co. week. ; 
It was the deflection of the ad Pagar a = ' er ee 
;nenberg theatres, Oriental and Tow- ov. y . 





| son reps Mason, who’s author of 


er, that recently caused the break- 4 2 
| dow g x:1 | ‘Stars on the Sea,’ currently near the | 
Gwe <6. es auroras Sens, | top of the best-seller list. ‘Murder’ | 


| waukee exhibs to go to solo features | °°P | : 
the first of September. Annenberg | #8 his first screen sale. 
hi ' : ; | Metro Monday (21) purchased | 
himself, former Milwaukeean and| lcnaiias “Sian? tie Saeaees 

} : = | rs is a, J | 
publisher of the Philadelphia In- aaaan Williams for about $25,000. | 

i is serving hree-year prison . : AGE i al tga 
ee ' : nt A -| Book was published by E. P. Dutton 
term Chicago for evasion of : watery ieee 

a 2 . F a week ago and has been mounting | 

$1,217,296 in Federal income taxes. | © "1 best-seller list. It resembles | 
! A . “a . ° Sel A > 
|in some respects ‘Life with Father,’ 
|dealing with a family of three kids | 
lin Virginia. It’s a combination of 
fact and fiction. 


in 





‘Soundies’ 
\|__ Continued from page 16 


Film rents for $15 down to $10 or 
less a reel a week. It goes down 





Story Buys 
Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Stephens-Lang Productions 


. pur- 

| progressively each week the distrib | oe Lge Call,” by Daniel 
i She es and Harold Kusell. 
|holds it, hitting the $10 mark at the Columbia bought ‘The Doctor’s | 


lend of four weeks. 

Tossing in the cost of a service- 
'man, a manager, overhead and %#% 
royalty to ASCAP, Mills figures in 
book that was also 
passed out at the Waldorf that a dis- 
itrib with 10 achines 
pay off pee the peo her Samuel Goldwyn will concentrate 
of the boxes, but make himself $12,- '0? ‘escapist’ films during the ensuing 
000 the first vear. | season, he stated here during a stop- 

Estimate : ae s ., | over en route to Hollywood after a 

stimate is based on gross of $50 | visit at the Hearst ranch. 
|per machine per week, which is 71 Reiterating his traditional stand 
|plays a day or 3% heurs steady | for single features, Goldwyn added 
grinding. Their earning capacity is|that good product will be more of a 
| $2 oe The $50 intake esti-|goid mine than ever with millions 
| Mate is based on the fact that there | flocking to theatres to forget for a 
are 30,000-60,000 locations in which moment the woes of the world 
jordinary jukeboxes now do $25 a} Summarizing his reactions to a re- 
Inasmuch as the ‘Soundies cently completed U. S. jaunt, Gold- 


Husband,’ by Dalton Trumbo. 
GOLDWYN’S PLANS 


Emphasis on ‘Escapist’ Films, Due to 
World Ills 











a very fancy 





San Francisco, Oct. 22. 


| closer 


|ger of the Homewood, local 
| nabe, to join National Screen, Kansas 





sales policy for this company, but | 8¢t a dime instead of a nickel, the 
that it is offering 22 or more pictures | take is twice as much—or so the 
and is making deals calling for 25 Pretty book says. 

features, three at 35% and 22 flat; 
other deals being 20 features, of | 
which one is at 40%, four at 35% , 3 
and 15 flat, with guarantee and pre- Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
ferred time. Where percentage con-| Newly organized Hollywood Qual- 
tracts were made for 25 features |ity Pictures, Inc., moved into, new 
there is no guarantee or preferred @Uarters at the Hal Roach studio to 
date ctauses. Majority of deals, how- | produce slot-machine films for Holly- 
ever, were on a flat basis. wood Talkietone Co, 

Universal Cecil B. DeMille is one of the 

Contract provides for 45 features | financial] backers, and Herb Moulton 
and 16 westerns, with four at 40%, is in charge of production, 





Slotter Takes Quarters 


wyn stated that ‘the public wants 
escapist pictures that will take them 
completely away from everyday sur- 
roundings. 
that type of pictures. 
make a musical, and a very funny 
|comedy with Bob Hope. I’ve got 
; plans for another Gary Cooper pic- 
ture, foo.’ 

On the question of double bills, 
Goldwyn commented on the fact that 
soloing of big pictures has become 
;more prevalent in Frisco and said he 
| felt the trend was the same through- 
| out the U. S. 





I am going to give them | 
I am going to | 




















ganization in Philadelphia which 
might also come in with the Variety 
Clubs, if a merger is effected. 

The M.P. Associates of New York, 
which held its first banquet-dance 
last winter, will hold a similar af- 
fair but on a more elaborate scale 
Nov. 20 at the Hotel Astor. 





New Germantown, Pa., Link 
Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 


Stanley-Warner’s new Vernon, in| 


Germantown, unshutters on Friday 


~ 
io 


5). 
John Schaeffer now handling the 
distribution of Select Pictures in 
Philly area. 

Harry Blumberg, National Theatre 
Supply, ailing again. 

enjamin Weintraub and Eugene 

Light have taken over operation of 
Victory, Trenton. : 


L. J. Chamberlain outfit planning 
to reopen the Hollywood, Mt. 
Carmel. 

James Mallon, newly appointed 


director of the AFL, guest speaker 
at the meeting of the Exchange Em- 
ployees Union last Friday. 

WDAS airing backstage broadcasts 
from the Warner Club each Tuesday 
with stars appearing at Earle guest- 
ing. 





Frisco Film Briefs 
San Francisco, Oct. 22. 

William Heineman and Bill Scully 
of Universal in town for product 
deals and confabs with Barney Rose, 
local branch manager. 

Ben Westland, representing Film 
Alliance, set ‘Let George Do It,’ 
British flick in which George 
Formby hits Hitler in the nose, into 
the Berkeley theatre, Berkeley, as 
the ‘first British studio preview.’ Al- 
though he has never seen picture, 
Pearce Davies. managing*editor of 
San Jose Mercury-Herald, has 
written editorial mentioning film and 
suggesting exhibs give public chance 
to see it. 

Booked by. Fox West Coast and 
then rejected, ‘Baker’s Wife,’ French 
flick, finally got San Jose showing at 
the Hester, indie operated by Milt 
Samis. Sunday (20). 


Theatres—Exchanges 


Continued from page 8 





La Junta, Colo., 700 seats, about Nov 
14. About $43,000 was spent in mak: 
ing over the old Rourke. the only 
thing being salvaged was the four 
walls. 

Neil Beezley has sold his Gr 


an 
Allen Thamer at Littleton, Colas baa 
made manager of the Plaza, Denver, 








se 
Average Admish 
Continued from page 7 


put at 55,000,000. If this 55,000,000 
went to the theatres once weekly, 
the 5c. lift would mean $3,000,000 or 
$156,000,000 on the year. More con- 
servatively, should the 60,000,000 at- 
tend just once a month, it would 
mean $36,000,000 more than is now 
being realized. 


U. S. Tax Tipoff 


A general study of the new Fed. 
eral tax which was added to all ad- 
missions over 20c on July 1 last 
would indicate that the extra cost to 
the patron has not interfered. This, 
in part, is encouraging an attempt to 
lift scales. Opinion also expressed 
is that with the war it might not be 
difficult to realize more at the b.o., 
the same as during the first World 
War when prices were raised every- 
where. 


Experiment in upping morning 
prices from 28 to 35c by the larger 
downtown New York theatres has 
had no appreciable effect in mini- 
mizing the normal crowds to be 
expected. As result more is being 
taken in by the theatres; and, with 
the 35c price in effect, not so many 
people have to be played to in order 
| to come out as well on the b.o. state- 
|ment as before. Still another angle 
is the inability of theatres now and 
then to handle the crowds pressing 
to get into the theatres of mornings. 
Very often downtown N. Y. houses 
have had to stop selling tickets, 
| turning people @way before the one 
|o’clock price change has been struck. 

















William Wolf, former RKO branch | This also happens elsewhere. 


| manager here, has opened the Sun- 


set, subsequent run nabe, after ex- 
tensive remodeling. Acquired house 
after previous operators were dis- 
possessed. 

United Artists exchange moves 
from present Hyde street spot be- 
tween Metro and RKO to ground 
floor of Paramount exchange on 
Golden Gate avenue on Nov. 2. Par 


moved into newly overhauled quar- | 


ters month ago. 

Mario Parisi has leased downtown 
Tivoli for two weekends in Novem- 
ber to show Italian flicks. Parisi 
operates the Princess, nabe. 





Don Smith’s Promotion 
Minneapolis, Oct. 22. 
Marold _ Field, resident 
Pioneer circuit of Iowa theatres 
elevated Don J. Smith, who has been 
his manager at Carroll, Ia., to the 
post of district manager. The dis- 


trict office has been moved from Des | 


Moines to Carrol] 
proximity 
field, it’s explained. 
Max Factor will continue 
present post as circuit 


sO 


to 


as 
the 


to be in 
operating 


in his 
booker and 


assistant to Field, but will relinquish | 


| the district manager duties. 


Cyril Lebedoff resigned as mana- 
indie 
City, sales staff 

Dick Stahl, Universal booker, pro- 
moted to sales staff and will cover 
South Dakota, succeeding Sylvan 
Leff, the latter transferred to Buf- 


| falo. 





Joe Gundy Back in Biz 


Denver, Oct. 22. 

Joe Gundy back ir the theatre 
business. He resigned as manager of 
the Alpine, but when his successor, 
Russ Millican was alleged to have 
absconded with $300 of the theatre’s 
money, Joe went back on the job. 
Dave Cockrill, owner, has preferred 
charges of forgery and embezzlement 
against Millican, and the d.a. is look- 
ing for him. 

Miriam Briggs, daughter of E. P. 


(Buzz -iggs Ste 
2z) Briggs, manager of the State, | cashiers and expediting the work of 


Denver, and William Ostenberg III, 
son of William Ostenberg II, owner 
of several theatres in and around 
Scottsbluff, Nek., will be married in 
Denver at the St. Thomas Episcopal 
church, on Nov. 8. Ostenberg III is 
manager of the Bluffs. theatre, 
Scottsbluff, where the couple will 
make their home. 

Claude Saunders, in from N. Y., 
manager of the Fox Isis at Boulder, 
Colo. 

Robt. Selig, manager of southern 
district for Fox Intermountain thea- 
tres, recuperating at home following 
operation. 

C. A. Mullock, manager of Palace, 
recovering from serious operation. 

Emil Fisher sold Princess, Crested 
Butte, Colo., to R. G. Verzugh. 

Warner Gavin and Arthur Jackson 
buy the Eaton, Eaton, Colo., from 
H. F. Lauck. 

Everett Cole, 
Alamosa, Colo., 
representative. 

Fox Intermountain opens new Fox, 


theatre owner of 
running for state 


It has been found that since the 
|10% tax went into effect on ad- 
|missions ranging from 2lc to 40c, 
| Previously exempt, larger crowds in 
| various towns have been clocked at 
houses charging 20c. or under, 
whereas the traffic at the theatres, 
formerly no more than 40c. but now 
subject to tax, has been lighter. This 
jis a factor that’s leading operators 
|to the conclusion that there should 
| be a slight increase in the so-called 
‘A’ house, so that the ‘B,’ now at 
{20c. or under, might also move its 
prices up a notch or two, 

Giveaways to First Runs 


In many cases where an operator 


of the/is in a town with a first and a sec- 
, has|ond run house, bank nites and the 


|like have been used at the latter 
right along. As result of the tax 
which went into effect nearly six 
months ago, the bank nite or give- 
away gag being shifted to the 
first runs where more admission, 
calling for tax, is being charged 
The Pardmount, Strand, Roxy, 
Capitol and Rivoli are the downtown 
New York houses which upped from 
|28c. to 35c., including tax. State, 
| second- run operation in the Loew 
chain, also using vaudeville, was not 
invited to come in. It remains at a 


is 


| morning price of 28c., including tax, 


| but Al Rosen, house manager and 
one of the most experienced show- 
men on Broadway, of 


is desirous 


| trying to get a little more and thinks 
| the traffic will bear it. 


Rosen 


has recommended that a 
morning scale of 30c., which is 27c. 
net to the theatre and 3c. tax, he im- 
posed. He is also toying with the 
idea of a 40c. price for certain 
periods and seats, or 36c. net to the 
theatre and 4c. tax. One of Rosen’s 


ideas is to come out at even amounts, 
this in turn making it easier to han- 
die money, lessening burden on 


| making change. 


There have been complaints in this 
connection because of the problem 
of making change and the necessity 
for handling so many pennies, get- 
ting them from the bank, counting 
up. depositing money, etc. 

While the State is at 28c. for or- 
chestra and 44c. for loges up to 1 
p.m., the rest of the prices have 
been figured at even amounts of 55c., 
65c., 75c., 90c. and $1.10, inclusive of 
tax. The 90c. scale, for loges on 
matinees, is 8lc. net to the theatre, 
while the $1.10 scale, for loges 
Saturday-Sunday nights, is $1 net to 
the house. 

State gets 39c. on Sundays from 
opening at noon until 1, while scale 
for others vary, some taking only 
35c., others 44c. Rosen believes 
there should be a standard scale for 





the Sunday opening hour. 
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LINDA DARNELL 


BASIL RATHBONE 


GALE SONDERGAARD « EUGENE PALLETTE 

J. EDWARD BROMBERG « MONTAGU LOVE 

JANET BEECHER « ROBERT LOWERY 
CHRIS-PIN MARIIN 


Directed by ROUBEN MAMOULIAN © Screen Play by John Taintor 
Foote * Adaptation by Garrett Fort and Bess Meredith * Based 
on the story “The Curse of Capistrano” by Johnston McCulley 


MARK THAT DATE! World premiere at Albee and Shubert Theatres in Cincinnati, home-town 
of Tyrone Power...and Tyrone Power appears in person! Tremendous human-interest! A publicity 
natural for the nation! Coast-to-coast broadcasts! Tyrone Power starring on Kate Smith Hour 
(8-9 P.M. EST) NOV. 1, and Vox Pop air show (7:30 P.M. EST) OCT. 31, over CBS, both emana- 
ting from Cincinnati for the occasion! 20th showmanship backs 20th’s big ones! 
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Ansell Bros. Make 


a 3d Beef Over 


Stagehands Unions ‘Tough’ Tactics 


St. Louis, Oct. 22. 

The third beef made by local ex- 
hibs to the anti-trust division of the 
Department of Justice in recent 
weeks concerning the tactics of 
Stagehands’ Union, Local No. 6, was 
registered by the Ansell Bros., who 
operate three deluxe nabes here. 
Characterizing the demands of the 
Local as ‘excessive,’ Lou Ansell said 
he and his brother have ashcanned 
plans for inaugurating a combo stage 
show policy in their 1,474-seater Em- 
press in midtown. When the idea 
crystallized several months ago, An- 
sell said he made inquiries as to the 
number of stagehands would be re- 
quired. At present, with no stage 
shows, the theatre employs three 
grippers whose only duties are for 
maintenance and pulling the curtain. 

The Union, through Orville New- 


lin, business representative, accord- } 
ing to Ansell, demanded that nine | 


men be hired; six at $75 per week 
and three at $67.50. This was de- 
clared by the Ansells to be execes- 
sive as they pointed out that the 
Tower, a 2,100-seater in Kansas City 
and operating all days employs four 
men with a fifth paid by the four: 
the Oriental, Chicago, with a seat- 
ing capacity of 3,600 gets along with 
seven men, and the State-Lake, also 
in Chicago, and a much larger house 
than the Empress also uses only 
seven grippers. The Ansel!s also 
said that when the Fox, Fanchon & 
Marco’s 5,000-seater here, presents 
stage shows 12 men are used back- 
stage although its seating capacity 
is almost four times as great as the 
Empress. 

The Ansells offered to hire six 
men but this proposition, they de- 
clare, was turned down. They as- 
sert the small seating capacity of 





‘CUMMINGS’ CLOSE CALL 
IN AUTO ACCIDENT 


Omaha, October 22. 


Everett Cummings, district manager 
for Tri-States Theatres in Nebrska 
and Western Iowa, had a narrow es- 
cape from death or serious injury a 
few days ago while driving with 
Mrs. Cummings. They were ap- 
proaching Grand Island when their 





landing on its wheels. However, 
Cummings was tossed through the 
windshield shredding his coat but 
inflicting not even a single scratch 
on his face. One slight cut on the 
hand and some bruises are the extent 
of his injuries. 

Mrs. Cummings was shaken up and 
| went to her old home in Rock Isiand, 
Ill, to recuperate. The car was 
badly damaged. 


Ted Gamble Leaving 
Parker; On His Own 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 22. 


A shakeup in personnel of the 
Parker Theatres is in process. Ted 
Gamble, general manager of all the 
Parker houses, now Owns and oper- 











prise. He leaves Parker Nov. 1. 
Grover Handley, now manager of 
\the United Artists, will become su- 
|pervisor of operations for the two 
| houses in Portland, while the thea- 
|tres in Pendleton and Astoria will 
‘be under their local managership. 


Vie Keedy left the position of man- 





car left the road, turned over twice, | 


ates the Capitol as a private enter- |, 


= Empress doesn't justify the em-| ager of the Broadway last week to 
ployment of more than six men and| 5,4 with Joe Daniels, Seattle vaude- 


they stated that four men could ville agency. William McCurdy will | 


easily work the shows they planned | ome in as manager of the Broad- 
to present. 


: The policy would have! way and take charge of advertising 
included a house line, vaude acts,|for both the city houses. 


production numbers and a m.c. Num- | 
erous huddles were held between! 
the Ansells and Newlin but when 
the union exec refused to budge! 
from his original demand the whole | 
idea was discarded and attention to} 


the situation was called to the anti-| for the AFL are being handled by 

trust experts. | Aubrey Blair, former executive sec- 

Other Squawks lretary of the Junior Screen Actors 

The first of the other two beefs| Guild and recently appointed AFL 
was made recently by Bess Schulter, organizer for the film industry. 

owner of the Powhattan, a nabe in| pgemands for a 30% wage increase 


Maplewood, a suburb. She com-| : , 
: ‘ Ps ihave been filed with the producers 
plained that her house was shuttered | by the studio scenic artists. The pro- 


when two projectionists were pulled ; 
. : posed contract was submitted to Pat 
off the job after she refused to-hire | Casey, producer-labor contact, by 


a stagehand for whom the house : 
Herbert Sorrell, business representa- 
had no need. She reported that no| tive of Moving Pictures Painters 


stageharel had been employed in : ; i ists 
the house for more than three years. | Local 644, with which scenic artists 


The next to beef was Clarence Kai-| seeeetly seeenee ; 
mann who, with his brothers, oper- Two-Year Retro Pay Hike 
ates a string of nabes in North St. The artists are asking a 15% tilt, 
Louis. Kaimann complained that he | retroactive from July 1, 1937, to Aug. 
was denied stagehands for three of | 25, 1939. They request an additional 
his houses when he wanted to pre- | 15% hike, retroactive from Aug. 25, 
sent a traveling show that had pre- | 1939, to present date. The proposed 
viously appeared in several houses| minimum wage scales seek $200 per 
owned and operated by Fred Weh-| week for foremen on call, $4 per 
renberg in South St. Louis. | hour for gang bosses, $3 per hour for 
Several months ago Kaimann and |journeymen scenic artists, $2 per 
Wehrenberg formed the Greater In- hour for assistants, and $1.55 per 
dependent Circuit by merging their | hour for shop men. An additional 
houses, a combined total of 25, in a|50c per hour is requested when men 
booking pool. Kaimann and the An- | are required to perform on scaffolds, 
sells as well as Wehrenberg, were | Parallel, bolstering chai, swing 
important witnesses for the Govern- | Stages or ladders. Contract calls for 
ment aginst John P. Nick and Clyde| Straight time for work performed 
A. Weston who recently were con-|retween 8 a. m. and 6 p. m., time 
victed of violating the Federal anti- | 


and a half for all work between 6 
racketeering act and each wag sen- 


p. m. and midnight, and double time 
tenced to five years in a Federal jug | for work performed between mid- 
and fined $10,000. Several of the 11 


inight and 8 a. m. Foremen would 
charges aginst them grew out of the 


be permitted to hire one assistant 
administration of IATSE, Local No.|@nd one shop man. Two additional 
143, and the alleged pay-off collec- 





Casey - Browne 


Continued from page 7! 














scenic artists must be hired before 


tion of $10,000 and $6,500, on differ-| any additional assistants are em- 
ent occasions, from exhibs when | Ployed. 
wage increase demands for the pro-| Walter Sharpe, who recently 


jectionists were pending. The in- 
creases were not granted, testimony 
showed. 


checked out as business representa- 
|tive of the Society of Motion Pic- 
| ee Film Editors, has joined the 
AFL group organizing Los Angeles 
a. eat retail clerks. He is serving as a 
Miss Espe Suicides | trouble shooter for Dick McDonald, 
|} international representative of the 

Hollywood, Oct. 22. | Retail Clerks Protective Association. 

Geraldine Espe, 36, assistant pub-| Extra earnings for September 
lic relations director for the Hays | Were nearly $100,000 less than for 
office on the Coast, committed sui- | the same month in 1939. In addi- 











| not 


cide Oct. 21 by monoxide on the out- 
skirts of Hollywood. She drove into 
the hills with her mother and dog 


| tion there was a substantial decrease | 


| in $8.25 calls. A total of only 18,157 
|jobs were passed out by Central 





and all were found dead Tuesday | Casting Corp. in September, as com- 
morning (yesterday). | pared to 26,421 in September, 1939. 

Miss Espe quit her job last Sat- | Total earnings for last month were 
urday, indicating to friends that she | $203,931, as compared to $291,637 in 
was in a financial jam. She held | the same month of 1939. Total earn- 
down the top spot at the local Hays | ing for the year so far are more than 
office in the interim of changes. | 35% behind 1939. 


DEUTSCH IN MIDDLE OF 
‘OBSCENE’ PIX CHARGE 


Cleveland, Oct. 22. 

Although Richard Deutsch, sports 
/promotor and head of an indie film 
|exchange, escaped charges of pos- 
| sessing obscene felms by taking only 
'a slight fine for a rap, the case is 
| still rocking Film Row and snow- 
|balling into an investigation by 
county prosecutor. 

Deutsch, who owns a theatrical 
| printing company as well as being 
‘top-man of a sports arena and the 
| Pioneer Film Exchange, was first ar- 
|rested last week as result of an 
| anonymous tip given to the cops. 
| Carrying a search warrant, a police 
| captain invaded his office and seized 
\five rolls of obscene films from a 
filing cabinet. Deutsch said he never 
rented the pix but sometimes loaned 
them to friends for ‘social purposes.’ 

His attorney won a dismissal on 
contention that the law against pos- 
session of ‘obscene articles’ under 
which the promoter had _ been 
charged, could not have been in- 
tended to apply to motion pictures 
| because films were not commonly 
|used in 1905 when Section 13035 of 
ithe Ohio General Code was passed. 

Deutsch bounced back into court 
three days later when the same po- 
lice captain re-arrested him, this 
time charged with violation of an 
amended law, Section 13040 passed 
'in 1939, which specifically prohibits 
| possession of obscene pix. Upon sug- 
| gestion of his lawyer, he pleaded 
| guilty to this charge, rated a misde- 
/meanor that carries with it a maxi- 
/mum penalty of six months in jail 
i'and a $100 fine. Judge ruled that he 
should be penalized only the fine. 
Under the first felony statute he 
| would have faced a maximum of 
| $2,000 fine plus five years in the 
| state pen. 

















Threatening to grow into a case | 


| celebre for Ohio, it is being reopened 
by County Prosecutor Frank T. Cul- 
litan, who pointed out that Ernest 
| Powell, a Clevelander, had been in- 
dicted on precisely the same felony 
charge only a week before. Plead- 
ing guilty to owning indecent films, 
Powell was sentenced to Ohio Pen 
for one to five years by a judge— 
the one Deutsch faced—who 
said: ‘Any person who comes before 


}me on a similar offence will go to 
ithe penitentiary.’ 
| also joining Cullitan in a hullabaloo 


Newspapers are 


expose to discover how come the 


| wide difference in penalties although 


| both cases are allegedly identical. 


| Scully Talks ‘Boystown’ 
With Father Flanagan 


Frank Scully stopped off at Boys- 
|town, Neb. after his New York 
|vacation, to talk with Father 
|Flanagan on the book which the 
| writer is to do for Doubleday-Doran, 
| treating with the entire history of 
the boys’ refuge institution. Book 
|may tie in with the sequel to the 
i‘Boys Town’ film which Metro has 
| been mulling. 
| Scully, writer and quondam potiti- 
| 
| 








cian, who alleges he was ‘framed’ in 
a Los Angeles political row, has re- 
turned to the Coast to have his 
‘Fittzkrieg’ (as he calls it) with the 
L. A. district attorney, Buron Fitts, 
| arising from the local situation. 
While east, Scully set another book 
with Simon & Schuster, and a pos- 
| sible play production idea which his 
|lawyer-friend. and mentor, Fanny 
| Holtzmann, is handling. 





'Warners to Distribute 
London Air-Raid Short 


‘London Can Take It,’ 
minute short made for the British 
Ministry of Information, will be dis- 
tributed in this country by Warner 
Bros. Deal was set by Alfred Duff- 
Cooper, topper of the propaganda 
office, phoning Harry M. Warner in 
New York and asking him if he 
would take it. 

Personal friend of Duff-Cooper, 
Warner said he would agree to dis- 
| tribute it, pending seeing it, and if 
given permish to switch the com- 
|mentary or put on a new one if it 
| was felt necessary, Original is by 
Quentin Reynolds, London corre- 
spondent for Collier's. Film was de- 
|layed in transit on the Clipper by 
| bad weather, but decision on final 
|release form is expected by today 
(Wednesday ). 

Film will be sold similarly to other 
WB shorts, although it will probably 
be on a separate deal. It was de- 
signed to show neutrals, especially 
Americans, how Londoners are 
| Standing the blitzkrieg. Pic contains 
| scenes filmed during air raids, as 
| well as shots of damaged homes and 
| buildings in London. 


| 


a seven- | 


a 











fore Federal Judge Henry Warren 
Goddard in N. Y. to Oct. 29 to allow 
for the presentation of the decree to 
Thurman Arnold and Robert Jackson 
for approval. This is just a formality, 
as both the attorney-general and his 
trust-buster have been receiving 
copies of all aproved and agreed 
upon points during the past several 





weeks, and have given their unoffi- 
cial approval to all matters. As soon 
as these men grant formal approval, 
the decree, which will be mimeo- 
graphed in the meantime, will be 
handed up to Judge Goddard for ap- 
proval, along with a copy of the new 
suit to be instituted by the Govern- 
ment against Columbia, United Art- 


ists and Universal, the three non- | 


theatre owning major film companies, 
against whom the U. S. must secure 
a court rufing by June, 1942, as 
provided by the terms of the decree. 
This action will be based primarily 
on the selling practices of these three 
companies, which the Government 
will attempt to prove illegal. 


UA and U Not to Oppose; | 


Columbia Probably Ditto’ 


| 

United Artists and Universal have | 
agreed not to oppose the decree as | 
harmful to themselves in court, and | 
Columbia is expected to follow suit. | 

With the handing up of the decree 
court will then set a date probably 
within a week, for a hearing at which | 
time the independent’ exhibitors | 
throughout the country, on whose | 
behalf the action was filed, may voice | 
their grievances and dislike of the | 
terms of the decree. That these | 











| 
grievances will have little or no | 
bearing on the outcome is confidently | 
expected by the Government, which 
feels that the court will give little 
heed to the independent groups. 
Reasons for this is that none of these 
independents are actually in accord 
on what they want, and the court is 
expected to see the Government point | 
of the impossibility of trying to 
satisfy everybody. 

In this regard the blocks of five 
provision of selling will not be 
touched, despite howls for cancella- 
tion from now on by the exhibitors. | 
In connection with the settlement of | 
the major action, the producer-ex- 




















hibitors will be dropped as defend- 
ants in the Schine, Griffith and Cres- 
cent suits. A similar consent decree 
to that offered the majors will be 
tendered these independents if they 
come in and ask for it, otherwise 
these actions will be tried. In sign- | 
ing the decree the majors will not 
admit they have been guilty of any 
monopoly, but will promise no mo- | 
nopolistic practices in the future. 


Producer-Exhibs Not 


Curbed on Expansion | 

One important phase of the settle- 
ment will provide that the producer- 
exhibitors may acquire theatres by | 
building or buying in territories in 
which they are not now operating, | 
if they find it necessary to do so to 
protect their theatre interests now 
outstanding. 

The American Arbitration Asso-| 
ciation also took part in the final dis- | 
cussions and it was announced that 
the Association has set its heads for 
the 35 regional boards to be estab- | 
lished throughout the country. The} 
men set have been carefully ex- 
amined to make sure of no past af- 
filiation with either side, so that 
there may be no question of the 
fairness of any decision they may 
hand down. The majors expect that | 
within the next three years, the trial 
period of the decree, that some 
12,000-15,000 cases will be subject to 
arbitration. 

The decree Itself is little different 
except in wordage than its predeces- 


sors which have already’ been 
printed in several versions. 
Its principal points provide for' 


arbitration selling in blocks of five, | 
tradeshowings and drop all threats 
to theatre divorcement or production | 
activities. 

The action against Columbia, 
United Artists and Universal will be 
filed by mid-November with the 
actual trial expected to get under | 
way by May at the latest. The Gov- 
ernment expects that the trial will} 
take less than three months with the 
action readied for the appeal courts’ 
by this time next year. 

While no definite word can be se- 
cured on a court ruling on applica- | 


he 


|only a 


| picture 


Decree Going Through 


Continued from page 5 





been taken to protect all interests 
It is impossible to please all, and if 
a small group suffers to aid the 
majority the small group's com. 
plaints will not bear muster with the 
court. 

The end of the Fox-West Coast 
and B. & K. disputes again saw the 
Government yielding a point, and 
the decree will be amended.¢o pro. 
vide in these two cases only that 
the limitation in the decree barring 
chains of five or more theatres from 
arbitration in elearance disputes wil] 
be waived in these two situations, 
and changed so that any chain 
operating where Fox-West Coast and 
B. & K. do may arbitrate, no mat- 
ter how large. This applies to clear. 
ance only, and not to runs which re. 
main as set previously. 





Kanin’s Units 


Continued from page 6 














ever he wanted—anything. It’s my 
belief that if creative people are let 
alone they'll do the kind of things 
they want and will therefore do 
them well. So I wanted him to let 
the writers and directors decide for 
themselves what stories they wanted 
to do, and for them to work out the 
stories themselves. Of course, every- 
one would be held responsible for 
what he did, so if his work wasn’t 
good he’d be dropped from the pay- 
roll. But if a studio has confidence 
in a creative artist it should let him 
work in his own way. If it hasn't 
confidence in him it should get some- 
one else in whom it does have con- 
fidence. That all seems elementary 
to me, but the studio wouldn't try 
it—they said it was impractical.’ 
Kanin, whose activity before going 
to Hollywood three years ago was 
confined to acting in a few shows and 
assisting George Abbott on produc- 
tion, was asked what it felt like to 
be greeted as a ‘boy wonder’ when 
returns east. ‘I don’t get that 
anymore,’ he said with a grin. 


| ‘People used to rib me that way, but 


they got tired of it. Anyway, I see 
few friends when I’m here 
I don’t go out much. Also, strangers 
don’t know me. The public hears 
little and cares less about a director, 
they don’t see him in pictures and 
they wouldn’t know him if they saw 


|him. So I’m not bothered.’ 


Kanin 
with ‘A 


first clicked as a director 
Man to Remember,’ and 


| would like to do a full schedule of 


low budget films of that kind. Ac- 
cording to him, ‘Remember’ cost 
$119,000 to produce and earned a 
net profit of mcre than $200,000, even 
though it was rated as the secondary 
on dual bilis, thus being 


| credited with a minor share of the 


grosses from such engagements. He 
offered to make a number of low- 
budget films along the same lines, 
selecting the stories, writers, cast 


| and so on himself. However, he was 


told, the studio had to make bigger 
pictures to pay off the overhead. 
Tuesday night of last week (15) 
Kanin was at a night club with Johrf 
Garfield and several other Broadway 
and Hollywood cronies. They de- 
cided to avoid the rush at registra- 
tion next day by getting to the regis- 
tration place when it opened at 7 
o'clock. It was already late, so the 


| group decided to stay up the rest of 


the night.. They went to Kanin’s 


| hotel suite, drank champagne and 


talked until nearly 7 a.m., then went 
around to the registration office, ex- 
pecting to be first in line. ‘Who do 
you think was there ahead of us?’ 
Kanin related. ‘Bill Saroyan. That 
guy’s terrific. He’s got a story in 
every magazine you pick up, a play 
in every theatre and an interview or 
article in every newspaper. Then 
damned if he doesn’t haunt the 
registration headquarters, too. You 
can't get away from him.’ 


Theatre Robbery Foiled, 
But Usher Badly Slugged 


Detroit, Oct. 22. 
Both a cashier and an usher, the 
latter being seriously injured, co- 
operated here in foiling the at- 
tempted robbery of the East Detroit 
theatre. The thug, unarmed, ap- 


| proached the ticket window and de- 


manded that Anna Bushine, 18, the 
cashier, turn over the day’s receipts. 
Instead, she dropped to the floor and 
pressed an alarm button. 


tion of independents to intervene or | 


The robber fled and the usher, 
for permission to appear ‘amicus 


Joseph McPherson, 19, took up the 
curiae’ it is believed that the court’ pursuit, grappling with him in a 
will unqualifiedly deny the first, on nearby field. In the fight, McPherson 
the grounds that the Government, was beaten, kicked in the side and is 
represents the entire industry eut-| believed to have suffered a ruptured 
side of the defendants and that all | kidney before the bandit made good 
the necessary steps have already |his escape. 
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Tom Clemmons Bldg. in Towns 
In Opposition to Jefferson Amus. 





Orange, Texas, Oct. 22. 


Tom R. Clemmons, formerly with 
Jefferson Amus, Co., will build a 
new house here as well as a Negro 
house in the near future. Govern- 
ment will spend $105,000,000 here 
on building destroyers, 

Clemmons’ plans call for other 
houses in towns now occupied by 
Jefferson houses and other cities 
throughout the state. He will head- 
quarter in Dallas. 





More Dixie Building 


Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 22. 

Dixie theatre construction, which 
took an early fall spurt, continues 
on the upbeat. 

Bob Talbert, Wilby-Kincey’s city 
manager, announces contract for 
chain's fourth local unit, will be 
let within 60 days. Layout will be 
800-900 seater, air-conditioned and 
located in business section. Tenta- 
tive plan is to give local staffers 
promotion plums, via a general mov- 
ing up of managers and assistant 
managers, with little possibility out- 
side man will be transferred to man- 
age new house. 

New Boaz opened at Boaz, Ala. 
Thomas E. Orr manager. Lam 
Amusement Co. Rome, Ga., has 
awarded contract for new Cedartown, 
Ga., unit to G. P. Donnellan, At- 
lanta. Air conditioning installed 
State, Spartanburg. Motor Theatre 
Corp., Norfolk, Va., chartered with 
$15,000 capital stock. A. E. Licht- 
man president, 

Construction begun on Charles- 
ton, W. Va., house. Dr. W. P. Black 
and A. B. McCrum, owners, will 


lease to J. B. Gardner, South 
Charleston operator. Opening set 
Jan. 1. 


General Amusement Co., Inc., Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark., recently chartered 
as theatre concern. C. C. Mundo 
and other incorporators. 

Southern payroll traffic for week 
includes: Earl Murray, manager, 
Ritz, Bartow, Fla., transferred to 
management of State, Eustis, Fla., 
and Mt. Dora theatre, Mt. Dora, Fla. 
Howard Jaudon, manager, Colony, 
Winter Park, replaces Murray in 
Bartow. Charlie Orr of Fred T. 
McLemdon organization and for- 
mer manager at Luverne, Ala., and 
Milton, Fla., new manager of Brun- 
didge (Ala.) theatre. Robert Mc- 
Lendon, formerly manager of Para- 
mount and Empire houses, Birming- 
ham, Ala. goes to Fairhope, Ala., 
as manager of Fairhope. 

Ralph Blalock, former manager 
of Criterion, Spartanburg, now pur- 
chasing agent for Wilby-Kincey, 
with Atlanta headquarters. Recently 
married to Miss Margaret Knight, 
Spartanburg. 





L. & J's New 1750-Seater 
Atlanta, Oct. 22. 

Lucas & Jenkins, Inc., operator of 
chain of 50 theatres in Georgia, last 
week opened its 750-seat Euclid 
(nabe) theatre, on Euclid avenue, 
Stone’s throw from its Palace and 
right next door to Mion & Murray’s 
Little 5 Points theatre, which lighted 
up only a week before. Earle Hath- 
cock, mgr. of Palace, will also man- 
age Euclid. 


Other L & J managerial shifts in- | 


clude Douglas Avey taking over at 
West End, vice Ray Jett, city mana- 
ger of L & J’s nabe houses, who is 
now maintaining headquarters at 
chain’s de luxe 1,200-seat Gordon, rTe- 
cently opened. Outfit has completed 
remodeling and reopened DeKalb, in 


Decatur, Atlanta suburb, increasing | 


Seating capacity from 500 to 750. 
Thomas Royal has been made mer. 

Sam Kane, for past three years 
assistant mgr. of L & J's downtown 
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Park isa panorama under your 
window at The Mayflower, yet 
you can walk to Radio City 


or Times Square. Rooms and 
Suites by the month or longer. 


Whe Vey flute 


CENTRAL PARK WEST AT. 61ST STREET 


Richard M> Toohill Mor 








Paramount, was upped to managerial 
post following resignation of Billy 
Pratt. Chief usher R. E. Sheppard 
succeeds to Kane’s post. 

George Wilby & Associates have 
sold their Kirkwood (nabe) to Col. 
Lionel Keene, former district mgr. 
in south for Loew’s. Keene has been 
staging am shows since severing 
Loew's connection. 





Interstate’s Trio 


Dallas, Oct. 22. 

Interstate-Consolidated is making 
plans to construct three new the- 
atres in Texas at Corsicana, Paris 
and Brownwood, according to Bob 
/O’Donnell. All of them will be ready 
by the end of January, 1941. The 
Brownwood house will seat 800, and 
| the other two will have capacities of 
| 400 each. 
Construction will begin within 30 
'days and they will be of the same 
| type prevailing in the de luxe houses 
| of the circuit. 








New House in Dutch W. I. 
Godfrey Bergman has been ap- 
pointed manager of new 1,200-seat 
theatre in Willemstad, Curacao, 
Dutch West Indies. House is owned 
and operated by Mensing & Co., and 
will be opened in very near future. 
Bergman sails Nov. 8 for Curacao. 





More Mich. Construction 
Detroit, Oct. 22. 

Even fall-fails to halt the heavy 
theatre building program in Detroit 
and nearby Michigan. 

Joseph Miskinis, owner of the 
' Alden, has announced another new 
house, the Civic, to be built on the 
| west Side. He has withdrawn from 
|plans to erect the new Carmen be- 
cause of a restraining order issued 
|'to his former partner, Jo&ph Stoia. 








| The latter went to court on Miskinis’ | 


'part in the construction of the Car- 
men charging that when they dis- 
| solved partnership they had made 
lan agreement that the latter was 
‘not to build within the vicinity of 
|their former house. 

| The 
|ground for a new 600-seater on 
| Detroit’s main stem, Woodward 
"lan in Highland Park. 


John Tabor, who manages the 
Chandler here, is branching out into 
ithe state and is building his new 
| theatre, the Orr, in Fowlerville. 

George F. Smith, who operates 
the Lyric in Lapeer, 
have another theatre, as yet un- 
named, in operation in the same 
Thumb community. 





WB BRIEFIES 859% MADE 


But Little Production Remaining 
For 1940-41 Schedule 

Warner Bros. is more advanced 
than ever before in its history on 
shorts product at this time of the 
year. With the film season seven 
weeks old, company has 85 per cent 
of its 1940-41 briefies in cans, 
cording to Norman Moray, shorts 
head. 
black-and-whites, one color, 
bands and three sports, which will 
be completed by Dec. 1. 

Making the one- and two-reelers at 
the Biograph studio 
| during previous years, shooting sked 














shortly will | courage on the part of a business | the rentals side of the ledger. Films | tre, the most beautiful in the North- 
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Krim Circuit has broken | ¢ 
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Still to be shot are only two | 
three | 


| on the subject of double and p90 
| 


“THEY KNEW’ ALL RIGHT | 


Detroit Students Cause Riot Call 
at the Fox 











Detroit, Oct. 22. 

Police riot squad had to be called | 
out here when a mob of 500 students | 
of Detroit Institute of Technology, | 
homeward bound after annual class | 
clash on Belle Isle, tried to crash | 
the Fox theatre downtown. Door- 
men and ushers stood off the young- 
sters, who had spent the morning | 
battling each other, for some time | 
but when they started to get tough > 
the cops were called out. 

It is the first time that collegians 
have tried to crack a major down- | 
town house in Detroit although | 
nearby Ann Arbor has had its trou- | 
bles with gangs from U. of M. 
Screen attraction was “They Knew | 
What They Wanted.’ | 


Better Films Council | 


Queries St. L. Exhibs | 
On Duals and Triples 


St. Louis, Oct. 22. | 

More than 100 exhibitors in St.) 
Louis have been put on the spot by | 
the Better Films Council of 
Greater St. Louis that last week sent | 
each a letter asking them to state | 
their position on the double and} 


triple feature policy. The Council | 


is opposed to the prolonged pro- | 
grams in the belief that the health | 
and moral effect of kiddies and | 
grownups alike are thus endangered. 

The letter reads, ‘The Better Films 
Council of Greater St. Louis ap- 
preciates the fact that motion pic- 
ture exhibitors are faced with many 
problems, some of them difficult, 
some almost impossible of solu-| 
tion. We are not only sympathetic | 
but have tried to be helpful and | 
cooperative. We have never asked | 
anything for ouselves and desire | 
only your cooperation as a reward | 
for our time and efforts. 

‘We have been greatly concerned | 
in the problem offered by double | 
feature programs. We ‘have from| 
the very beginning taken a position | 
in favor of the discontinuance of | 
that policy. Long programs are a 
physical and mental strain on chil-| 
dren and young people. Many | 
amily programs are marred by the 
presentation of an adult film with 
one rated for the family, and it is 
impossible to expect support for an | 














Much Indie Theatre Building 
Activity in Towns Adjacent To 
U.S. Military Training Camps 





Although the army itself will oper- 
ate all picture theatres and other 
amusements at training 
throughout the country, 
there is much independent exhibitor 
activity in the direction of moving 
into towns in which the camps are 
located or near to them. In many 


cases these towns are circuit-held, so 
to speak, but where the chains are 
major-controlled there is a tendency 
not to expand under the status quo 
position of the U. S. anti-trust suit 
against the producer-distributors. 


Camps are or will be adjacent to 
some towns that are comparatively 
small and are not well theatred. 
some cases the number of men to be 
in training in certain camps will be 


four or five times the population of | 


the towns, with result indie exhib in- 
terests or outsiders now not in thea- 
tre operation are preparing to move 
in for a killing. The question of film 
supply in some cases may become a 
problem for invading indies, but 
there are numerous towns where 
there will still be sufficient product 
available to go around for an addi- 
tional theatre or two. 


Activity in the night club, restau- 
rant, hotel and store lines is also 
reported in advance of placing at 
least 800,000 men into training by 
next June. through the draft. It is 
problematical what will happen after 
that, but anticipated that no camp 
will accommodate more than 20,000 
soldiers. In addition to the 800,000 
scheduled for training by March, 
there will be another 800,000 to con- 
sider in the National Guard, the reg- 
ular army and among officers. 


It is estimated that there will be 
close to 100 camps throughout the 
country. Most are located on the out- 
skirts or near to smaller towns, and 
in many instances more than one 
community is expected to benefit. Of 
course, the men going into training 
are drawn from other cities or towns, 
being a loss to the latter. 


For the distributor the film bought 


camps | 
reported | 


In | 


|near camps where the distrib now is 
|not taking out so much, the revenue 
| may be substantially increased. 
During the last World War the 
army operated some camp theatres. 
| This time it will have sole authority 
and jurisdiction over all amusements, 
‘including films, special shows, con- 
certs, bands, etc., arranged for. 
| 


Mobilization Booms 
Texas Theatre Bldg. 


San Antonio, Oct. 22 

New theatres are springing up in 
nearby cities with the sudden 
mobilization of troops in Texas for 
military training. All in all a total 
of seven houses will be built and 
opened in the next few weeks. 

Interstate will have three; an 800- 
seater in Brownwood now under 
| construction, a 400-seater in Corsi- 
‘cana, and a 400-seater-in Paris. 

Phil Isley will open his new 
‘house at Brownwood this week with 
plans under way for a 1,000-seater 
at Palacios, the home of the Texas 
National Guard. 

Robb Rowley, in partnership with 
Dunn Courtney, will build a new 
house at Mineral Wells. Now under 
completion by R & R is a house at 
San Angelo, 


GREENE CO-TRUSTEE OF 
HARD-LUCK MINNESOTA 


Minneapolis, Oct. 22. 
Gordon Greene, who managed the 
4,000-seat Minnesota theatre at two 
| different times, has been appointed 
|one of its trustees in bankruptcy. 


|The trustees will recommend to the 
| U. S. referee what disposition should 
|be made of the deluxe showhouse 
| for which a petition in voluntary 
; bankruptcy recently was filed. The 

















outstanding film when it is shown|by the army for showing under its | Owners went broke trying to operate 


with an inferior one. 


| auspices within camp grounds, as the theatre themselves with a vaud- 


‘Now we have the threat of triple | well as added revenue from towns in | film policy and trying in vain to find 


feature programs. We have never 
felt that it took a great deal of| 


or near 100 camps or close to that, 
is expected to mean something on 


a tenant for it. 
Nobody wants the $2,000,000 thea- 


man to take a definite stand; that | will go to the camps themselves at | west, and the trustees may have to 


good business principles and prac- | 
tices demand such a course. We) 
should like by return mail, if pos- 
sible, to have you express yourself | 


programs, to tell us whether or not 
you are against such practices. Also | 
we should like to know what your | 
intentions are regarding such pro-| 
grams. Please tell us concisely and | 
unequivocally whether or not you 
would join a movement to get nae | 
to the single feature programs, 
whether you are going to continue | 
double features, and whether or not | 
you are going to show triple | 
features, 

‘All of us are returning to work | 


|after the vacation period and we) 
‘should like to know your attitude | 


in the Bronx | 


i was stretched out to keep employ- | 


ment even throughout all but the 
summer months. Working now at 
the company’s Hollywood lot, the 
briefie producers have been able to 
whiz through them. 

For the patriotic 
reel Technicolors of past couple 
years, WB is subbing similar ones on 
national defense. They are ‘Meet 
the Fleet,’ ‘March on Marines’ and 
| ‘Service with the Colors,’ which are 


already completed, and ‘Wings of 
Steel, now being made. Another 
similar one, ‘Flag of Humanity,’ 


dealing with the Red Cross, will be 
|released to coincide with that org’s 
annual drive. 

| Defense shorts have been turned 
out in cooperation with U. S. Gov- 
'ernment, which is lending every 
possible aid in way of exploitation to 
boost them, including bands for pa- 
rades to theatres showing them, big 
guns to place in front of the houses 
and similar devices. 





CONGA LINE FORMING 
Hollywood, Oct. 22. 


| ingly.’ 


historical two- | 


towards the contents of this letter | 
so that the work of the Council may | 
be guided and formulated accord- 
The letter is signed by Mrs. | 
Guy Randall, president. 


NAT’L BD. OF REVIEW 
TO MEET NOV. 14-16 








Annual conclave of National Board 
of Review of Motion Pictures has 
been advanced from usual date in 
February to Nov. 14-16 this year, 
James Shelley Hamilton, exec sec, 


disclosed this week. 
Reps from NBR affliated groups 


|throughout the country will attend 


the sessions at the Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania, N. Y. This is the 17th annual 
get-together of the body whose seal 
appears on all products of the majors 
and is accepted in many states in 


| place of official censorship. 





‘East Siders’ Out West 
Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Robert Emmett gets the associate 
producer chore on ‘East Side Kids,’ | 
a Monogram feature with Joseph H. | 


Vincent Sherman draws the direc- | Lewis directing 


i torial assignment on ‘Fiesta in Man- 
| hattan’ at Warners. 


| 
| 
| as pilot of “Trial and Error.’ 


j 


i 


Troupe of 80 shoves off today) 
(Tues.) for Prescott, Ariz., to shoot 


Picture follows his present chore outdoor sequences at the CCC camp | 


near there. \ 


reasonable rentals in all probability, 
however; but in a town or towns 


|decide whether it should be torn 
down for a parking lot. 
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- Charlie Chapli 


CAPITOL, Broadway & 5lst St. 


| 
' 
| 
i 
| 
Continuous performances. Doors open 


10 A.M. 75c before § P.M. (Saturday, 
Sunday and Holiday Before 3 P.M.) 
$1.10 afterwards. Midnite Show Every 
Nite. Tax Included. 


The Grest DICTATOR 


ASTOR, Broadway & 45th Street 


| 
| 
Released Thru United Artists 
Seats on Sale for Today's Mat. | 


Reserved seats Mat. at 2:45 Tic to 
$1.10. Eves. at 8:45. $1.10 to $2.20 
Extra Mid. show Sat. & 6 P.M 


(also Sat., Sun. & Hol 
$1.65. Tax Included, 


Sun 
Mats.) 75c to 
| 








RADIO 
cITy 


“The Westerner” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 






















PARAMOUNT 





1 MES 
‘ SQUARE y 
m HELD OVER e 
‘ “ARISE MY = Person - 
’ rances 
. LOVE” LANGFORD 
* with JON HALL * 
* Claudette Tommy « 
COLBERT Reynolds Orc. 5 
- Ray Milland Romo Vincent 
* Midnite Screen Shows « 
> 





UNITED B d 
Artists RIVOLI agi’ st. 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 











TITLE CHANGES 
Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
‘The Phantom Submarine’ new tag 
on ‘Ocean Gold’ at Columbia. 
‘Ellery Queen’ became ‘Ellery 
Gaeta, Master Detective,’ at Colum- 
ia. 


25 Starring 











RKO PALACE :::::: 
Week Beginning Thurs., Oct. 24 
JAMES STEWART 
ROSALIND RUSSELL 
“NO TIME FOR COMEDY” 


—and — 


CESAR ROMERO 
The Cisco Kid in 


“THE GAY CABALLERO” 








2ND WEEK 
*““KNUTE ROCKNE 
ALL AMERICAN” 


PAT O'BRIEN e@ GALE PAGE 


A New Warner Bros, Hit 
In Person 
AND HIS 
STRAND YIEM 
FILM 
B’way & 47 St. NITELY 



















Starts Thur.. Oct. 24 


“Foreign 
Correspondent” 


-_-— 








Last Times Wed. | 
“Boom Town” 


In Person In Person 
Benny Davis Louella Parsoss 
His All-New and Her : 

Stardust Keyue Hollywood Stars 
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Fly Tells Town Hall Radio 
Class He Hopes War Won't 
Drastically Disrupt Industry 


Chairman James F. Fly, of the 
Federal Communications 


sion, appeared last Thursday as first 


speaker of a radio course established 


by George V. Denny, Jr., at Town 
Hall, New York. In the question 
period following his talk the 
chairman gave what may be the 
first official hint of some of his at- 


Commis- | 





Buchanan Has Opera 





Texaco’s sponsorship of the Metro- | 
the | 


politan Opera broadcasts on 
NBC-blue Saturday matinees, start- 
ing Dec. 21, will be handied through 
the Buchanan agency. 

Buchanan is also on the same ac- 
count’s Fred Allen show (CBS). 








ED EAST 


Quizmaster on Colgates’ 





Ford Sunday Show With Ayer for Now 


‘Former Sportscaster Harry Wismer Is With Maxon 


Agency—Married Ford’s Niece 





Separate WJJD, WIND 


Chicago, Oct. 22. 

Ralph Atlass this week moves the 
|studios and sales office of WJJD 
|and WIND to new headquarters on 
| Michigan avenue. 

Complete separation of offices for 
'the WJJD, Chicago and the WIND, 
Gary-Chicago, outfits has been ar- 
|ranged by Atlass so that the two 
| stations will work on a strictly com- 


Ask-It- | petitive basis. 





Detroit, Oct. 22. 


One of the heaviest individual 
radio accounts, the Ford Motor Com. 
|pany, rated somewhere between 
| $8,000,000 and $10,000,000 annually 
and only topped in its field by Gen- 
| eral Motors, has been split two ways 
j}with N. W. Ayer the loser. Of the 
diverse Ford accounts, the Ayer 
company will retain only the Ford 
| Sunday Evening Hour, over. CBS, for 
| the rest of the year. The bulk of the 
giant agency account has been 
whacked up between Maxon and Me- 


ee 


| Basket—Varuetr says, ‘East’s good- | 


rcs Bose"? $e "Seets| HORACE STOVIN AS 


titudes. Part of what he said will | 
undoubtedly please the radio indus- 
try, part of his remarks probably 
will not. 


Cann-Erickson, 

Evidence that a reapportionment 
of the Ford account was given earlier 
this season with a personal factor 


ROCKEFELLER RADIO 





ground work to the  program’s 
advantage in many ways — it’s a 





Asked if he thought the Govern- 
ment should operate shortwave 


radio stations he said he did not) 
if | 


think it should, and questioned 
it could. ther remarks suggestive 
of an appreciation of some if not 
all that makes up broadcast status 
quo were voiced. Fly watched his 
words carefully and the answers 
were not as flat-footed as indirect 
quotation may suggest, 
that seems necessary 
herewith. 
Some Changes Due 

Perhaps the most significant an- 
gwers came to questions about what 
effect war might have upon the in- 


dustry. This theme has, of course, 
agitated stations owners for some 
months. Fly’s slant, in essence, was 


that he hoped there would be no 
need to drastically disrupt present 
hook-ups, etc., and that he felt it 
would be undesirable to do so. How- 
ever there was a distinct hint that 
several clear channel stations might 
be more or less under military domi- 


nation and that some frequencies 
might need weeding temporarily to 


accommodate the expanded Govern- 
ment operations. 

In view of the contradictions on 
the if-war-comes thesis and the fact 
that there has been some ostrich- 
like behaviour by some elements 
these slight and qualified hints from 
Fly are expected to be widely dis- 
cussed in the trade. 





RADIO’S AID IS 
PRAISED BY 
ARMY 


Washington, Oct. 22. 
B®Woadcasters got a cheery pat on 
the back last week for their effort 
which frequently gave them head- 


aches—to help put across the mili- 


tary conscription program. Com- | 
mendation came last week from| 
Capt. Ernest M. Culligan, press 
officer for the National Selective 


Service bosses. 

In a nationwide talk via NBC on 
the eve of the immense registration 
job, the Army spokesman voiced 
gratitude to the press and radio 
for infotming the nation about the 
technicalities of the conscription 
act. He said ‘the splendid public 
service they have rendered in pub- 
licizing Selective Service is a 
monstration of the importance of 


de 

a free and uncensored press and 
radio in « free and democratic coun- 
try’. 


‘Manifest Destiny’ Moves 
Nan Rae, Maude Davis 


From Cantor to Smith 





Nan Rae and Maude Davis switch 
from the Eddie Cantor program (Sal 
Hepatica) to the Kate Smith show 
(Grape Nuts flakes) this week. Vet 
vaude comics finaled with Cantor 
last Wednesday night (16) and start 
the Smith series Friday (25). Cantor 
released them from their contract 
with him when they expressed the 
opinion their spot on his show wasn’t 
Suitable to them. 

Sam Weisbord, of the William 
Morric office, who handled the pair 
for both deals, explained with a 
straight face that they ‘were not 
fulfilling their manifest destiny’ on 
the Cantor series. Young & Rubicam 

is the agency for both programs, 


a warning. 
in connection | 


APPOINTEE PENDS 


Washington, Oct. 22. 


Cultural relations with South 
America division of the U. S. State 
Dept., under the direction of Nelson 
Rockefeller, will shortly designate 
the men who will head the radio 
and press divisions. Jock Whitney 
heads the films division. 

Karl Bickel has been mentioned 
as a press possibility. John Royal, 
of NBC, was mentioned prominently 
for the radio post, but that is appar- 
ently cold because of his new as- 





natural for East.’ 


NBC ARTISTS SERVICE 
| Radio City 


New York 








WLWO Damage 
Causes Sabotage 


Precaution 


signment as head of all of NBC's) 


new activities. 

While the job is not officially set 
it is understood Don Francisco, 
president of J. Walter Thompson 
agency and Raymond Rubicam of 
Young & Rubicam agency have been 
high on the list. Apparently elim- 
inated as unacceptable to many 
radio sources is Walter Lemmon, 
shortwaver of Boston. 





Harry Delf Plagiarism 
Suit Settled Privately 


Harry Delf’s $160,000 action against 
Metro Pictures Corp., Metro Corp.., 


General Foods Corp., Benton & 
Bowles Inc., NBC Co. Inc., Marcus 
Loew Booking Agency Inc., Loew’s 


Inc., Frank Dolan, Robert Taylor, and 
June Clayworth wags discontinued 
and settled Monday (21) out of the 
N. Y. federal court. Action claimed 


the defendants pirated plaintiff’s 
ketch in a radio broadcast. 
Delf claims to have written a 


sketch called ‘The Joker’ in 1924. On 
Jan. 27, 1938, over WEAF and WHN, 
the defendants on the ‘Good News of 
1938’ program are accused of having 
pirated the material of ‘The Joker’ 
and used it as a basis for the broad- 
cast. General Foods sponsored the 
broadcast, with it going over WEAF 
of NBC’s and WHN of Marcus Loew, 


respectively. Dolan was the author 
of the script, and Taylor and Miss 
Clayworth acted the sketch, with 


Benton & Bowles being 
to have set the deal. 


+h [a ur 
the agency 


Biggar, Mason at Iowa City 
Cincinnati, Oct 

George Biggar, program director, 
and Ed Mason, farm program direc- 
tor, of WLW, participated in the first 
annual conference on Applied Ra- 
dio held at the University of Iowa, 
Iowa City, last week. 

Biggar spoke on the fifth five-year 
period in the radio industry’s de- 
velopment, advancing his expecta- 
tions up to 1945. Mason was chair- 
man at one of the sessions. 
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Cincinnati, Oct. 22. 


WLWO, international short-waver, 
returned to the air Monday (21) 
night after a 24-hour silence due to a 
fire that damaged tuning apparatus 
at its antenna in rural Mason, O., 20 
miles north of the Crosley broadcast- 
ing hedquarters here. Equipment of 
its sister station, 50,000-watt WLW, 
was unharmed by the blaze. 

Crosley engineers joined state and 
insurance fire inspectors in investi- 
gating tHe fire’s origin. At the same 
time three guards joined the one al- 
ready on duty at the transmitter, and 
visitors were barred. Sabotage ru- 
mors are heard. 

Permanent repair of the damage 
will require a month, said Jim 
Shouse, general manager of Crosley 
stations. He said a short circuit in 
WLWO’s new equipment might have 
caused the fire. 


Authority for WLWO to operate 
on all six of the international wave- 
lengths, with exclusive frequencies 
and no time restrictions, was granted 
Wednesday (16) by the FCC. No 
other station has such license, 





GIGGLE MOBILIZATION 


Hugh Feltis’ Social Club May Have 
Chapters Around Country 





Seattle, Oct 

Bob Hope has joined the ‘Seattle 
|Happy Valley, Social, Educational 
and Croquet Association,’ of which 
Hugh Feltis, commercial manager of 


99 


KOMO-KJR, is co-founder. Hereto- 
fore this esoteric organization was 
limited to Seattle radio men. Hope's 


stooges, Jerry Colonna, Brehda and 


Cobina, were also admitted to mem- | 


bership. 

Purpose of club is ‘for a much- 
needed laugh now and then,’ and it 
is several years old. 

Attempt is being 
chapters in other 
country, 


made to form 
parts of the 


} 
| 





Montreal, Oct. 22. 
Resignation of Horace N. Stovin 
as station relations supervisor for 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to 
| become an exclusive private station 
lrep, opens up wide field of specula- 
ition as to possible changes in sta- 


| 
! 
i 


|tion representation in Canada. In 
‘recent years All-Canada Radio 
| Facilities, operating the 


group of stations in west, has been 


| STATION SALES REP 


playing a part in the transfer. Last 
spring Harry Wismer, sports an- 
/nouncer, was wed to a Ford niece, 
|He also went to the Maxon Agency. 
| This fall he has been ethering the 
| Detroit Lions game, local pro outfit, 
over WJR for the Ford Motor Deal- 
ers. The Lincoln and _ Lincoln- 
|Zephyr accounts also went to Maxon 
|and now have been followed by the 
jaddition of the Mercury account. 

With the more expensive cars of 


Carson |the Ford line now all centered in 


the one agency, the bulk inexpensive 


dominant in this field throughout |car_line, the regular Ford account 


Dominion. 


| was placed in the hands of McCann- 


| When Carson interests recently | Erickson. 


| acquired operating control of Sifton, | 
nee Richardson, outlets in Winnipeg | 
}and Regina, they assumed represen- | 
tation of opposition stations CJRC | 


and CKY in the former city. As a 
result Stovin has taken over repre- 
sentation of CKY, Winnipeg, and 
CKY, Brandon, stations owned by 
the Province of Manitoba telephone 
system. 

Stovin will open offices in Toronto 
and Mofitreal as well as in Winnipeg, 


indicating extension of operations 
to Eastern Canadian stations. 
Among private broadcasters 


Stovin has always been hailed as the 
most popular executive’ in 
Canadian Broadcasting 
setup. He has been with the Gov- 
ernment organization since 1933. 
Before joining the Canadian Radio 
Bro: casting Commission he was 
manager of CKCK, Regina. 


Bob McAndrews to L.A. 
As Brown’s Successor 


San Francisco, Oct. 22, 
McAndrews, for past two 
sales promotion manager of 


Bob 


years 


KGO-KPO, moves to Hollywood Nov. 
1 to become promotion manager for 
the entire Western Division. He 
takes spot vacated through advance- 
ment of Charles Brown to NBC's 
New York quarters. Marks second 
time McAndrews has followed 


Brown, latter having held sales-pro- 
motion post before shifting to L.A. 

Gene Clark, writer-producer on 
KPO-KGO staff, moves into McAn- 
drews’ present berth. 


W. T. Bush Promoted 
Providence, Oct. 22. 

William T. Bush, commercial 
manager of WPRO for many years, 
has been named station manager by 
| President William S. Cherry, Jr. 

Hervey Carter, 
the sales division of the Yankee Net- 
work, has been named commercial 
manager. 


Friday, The ‘Stagewait’ Night, Looks 
Likely To Be Tops In Popularity 


Friday night’s status in radio as a 
stage wait seems to be coming to an 
end. While it is far too early to 
obtain an insight into the audience 
pulling power of the Friday night 
schedules on the networks, the com- 
mercial bookings indicate that this 
particular night has a good chance of 
wresting away from Tuesday its re- 
cent seasons’ rating as the most im- 
portant listening night of the week, 
excepting Sunday. 

Before the advent of Tuesday as 


the week’s most popular listening 
night, this ranking was held by | 


Vednesday, and before that the No. | 


1 weekday night distinction went to 
Thursday by a wide margin. 


tening power six years, and this po- 
sition was further strengthened from 


the point of view of relativity when 
the setup ef three consecutive one- 
hour variety shows on the NBC- 
red Thursday nights later crumbled. 

Some of the programs that gave 
Friday night its stagewait atmosphere 
‘are still on the networks, but the 
trend toward solid entertainment on 
the Friday night rosters which start- 
ed two years ago will this season be 
reinforced by a couple established 
shows plus a couple others of new 
vintage that may prove good audi- 
ence bidders. 

Friday night commercial schedules 
from 7:30 on, by networks, as they 
currently line up are as follows: 


CBS 


7:30—Al Pearce (Camel). 
8:00—Kate Smith (General Foods). 


Sunday | 
night became a class by itself in lis- | 





the | 
Corporation | 





MIX DANCER 
GETS TURN AS 
B-S-H PREZ 


Chicago, Oct. 22. 
Mix Dancer, v.p. of Blackett-Sam- 
ple-Hummert for the past three years 
and account contact for General 
Mills, has been appointed president 
and directcr of B-S-H, effective Nov. 
1. This appointment was made by 





the Board of Directors of the agency. 


| 
| 
} 


recent member of | 


HiM Blackett, Glenn Sample and 
Frank Hummert remain vice-presi- 
dents and directors and will continue 
to devote their full time to the 
agency business. B-S-H heads have 
had a policy of rotating presidents 


annually. Sample has been presi- 
dent for the current year ending 
Oct. 31. 


In announcing the Dancer appoint- 
ment president of agency states that 
‘since the formation of Black-Sam- 


ple-Hummert, Inc., in May, 1923, 
only those devoting their full time 
to our business have ever owned 


stock or shared in the net profits of 
the corporation, and no change 
contemplated in this policy to which 
we have rigidly adhered for over 17 
years.’ 


Carol Bruce’s Continuation 
With Bernie Program 
Rests on Equity Ruling 





Stand-by will have to be readied 


by Ben Bernie to replace Carol 
Bruce as warbler on his air show 
next Tuesday (29) in the event an 
Equity decision late that afternoon 


goes against the ‘Louisiana Purchase’ 
Star. Equity Council Tues- 
day has been set for airing of Miss 
Bruce’s tiff with Buddy de Sylva, 
producer of ‘Purchase.’ 

De Sylva claims exclusive 
the singer’s services and is at- 


session 


rights 
to 


| tempting to stop her from appearing 


9:00—Crime Doctor 
| 238). 

9:30—Campbell 
gram not set). 

10:00—Bob Ripley (Nehi). 

NBC—RED | 

7:30—Alec Templeton (Alka-Selt- | 
zer). 

8:00—Cities Service Concert. 

8:30—Information Please (Lucky 
Strike), 

9:00—Waliz Time (Phillips Co.). 

9:30—Arch Oboler Dramas (P&G). | 

10:00—Wings of Destiny (Brown & | 
Williamson). 


(Philip Mor- 


Playhouse (pro- 


9:00—Gang Busters (Sloan’s). 


9:35—Happy Birthday (20 Grand). 





10:00—Prizefights (Adam Hats). 


| Sylva’s 
| singer's refusal to extend her con- 
| tract with him beyond June 1, 1941. 


| 
NBC—BLUE | 
8:30—Death Valley Days (Borax).| Young & Rubicam’s talent depari- 


j}ment, left for the Coast Thursday 
9:30—J. B. Kennedy News (Nash). jnight (17). 


on the radio show and at the nitery 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. If De 
Sylva is upheld by Equity, it will 
eliminate Miss Bruce from both 
spots thereafter, but she is continu- 
ing in the meantime. 

Bruce camp has intimated that De 
squawk results from the 


She has a pact with Universal Pic- 


| tures to start after that date. 


Hub Robinson to L.A. 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., manager of 


He will be back around the first of 
November. 
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: SLIGHTLY COMMERCIAL Sets ‘Low Grade Publicity A | 
: l ards ; 
NEW TESTS SHIIW Sets ‘Low Grade Publicity Awards ; 
ly —_—_————— ~ —_ 
° , , : | ° e 
s , Variety has not hesitated on several occasions to declare flat- | Fizdale-Philco Idea {0 Poll Radio 
e ; footedly that much, if not most, of the fancy brochures and | 
a mailing pieces sent out by radio stations and networks are a) ‘ . ‘ P is a 
. somewhat dubious investment. Not to beat about the bush or | F tiv t ‘ 1% 
e slow down the axe-grinding stone, Variety again suggests | ors nh orma e age aa 
n ‘bluntly that the same coin could often be more profitably in- Horace Schwerin Develops. " g ik 
» vested in trade paper advertising surrounded and supported and New Research Technique | 2 —-v> fa) 
t guaranteed reader attention by the proximity of timely news, For Isolating Sick Spots In| More Room Jo Ranson, radio editor of the | 
. curiosity-arousing program reviews and, especially in VARIETY’s OE ore His | Satie, Brooklyn Eagle, has established a 
r case, the element of editorial surprise. 8 Int saat meals Wak cae weekly ‘Low Grade Publicity Award 
t Methods May Have Pro- nformed last wee at mili- which hereafter will be part of his : 
a — tary conscription might depopu- column each Saturday. It started . 
There is a second thought that goes with this argument. It found Influence on Trade | late many ne the radio depart- | last week with Ranson reprinting (in 
- : renee tineet “gy a . i eines = ments of advertising agencies, | agate type) what he considered the 
‘ is this: many of vad radio sales promotion writers have to puff Thinking < aa tee ee Seas as ts tne Gen a eee 
a long time over their meditative pipes in order to compose even eumennes ‘Gee, that'll give us more |press agent. It was a yarn anent 
e one line of copy. In consequence they take months—literally— UND space in the control room.’ Ben Grauer’s recent trip to Mexico 
. to turn out-a single piece. Accustomed to this easy-going style CALLED SO and his decision to lead an expedi- 
n of composition they are instinctively resentful of the deadlines —_— jeri pp Ba gered bang Phos d 
. which all trade papers, whether weckly or daily or fortnightly, By EDGAR A. GRUNWALD SHEPARD RAP siitzaten Ranson credited the 4 
f have to observe. And so they: recommend using leisurely and eiiiilia: 5, Giicii date Weil tek release to David O. Alber and added oj 
" ‘literary’ brochures (with or without fancy bindings, costly | ..4i5 esas lc is bolas Secmulated ‘this is the kind of stuff Varierr it 
3 fabrics, artistic lithography, etc.) and they don’t recommend! py Horace (Doc) Schwerin, now con- AT NBC | .) "ae aaa cee ae en Fiz id 
t trade paper advertising with its fast-acting, hard-hitting, more | nected with the Raymond ene dale is reported importing another a 
carefully inspected copy. see Sane Sree, eer batch of hnteriand radio edltory A 
some extent, the programs them- FORESEEN + ee Pegged peng Fizdale- # ® 
: , 3 ‘ . co Awards stun ic t some 
Good trade paper copy is undoubtedly much harder to write | selves) are dissected in such fashion phn on iia Dinty Aaah se . 
) than brochures. It is a greater tax on energy and imagination. | ae een Se oe os in the meantime been appointed ex- a 
L First, because of the pressure of deadlines; second, because | years of research, is now testing his & ecutive secretary to administer the t 
inevitably the message must be gotten over with a minimum of formulas under the rough-and-tum-| John Shepard, III, of the Yankee oe is_ variously reported a 
ble conditions of actual broadcasting. © have from $30,000 to $50,000 of ey 





words rather than going to novel length like a lot of those fancy 
mailing pieces. 








| Preliminary results indicate that a 
| measurable amount of success is be- 

















and Colonial regional networks, iS | Philco cash in the till. Fizdale is 


reported to have lined up several | telling the radio networks and others 


| ing attained (one sponsor upped his | disgruntled NBC affiliates to join| that some 200 radio editors have 








; : . ei) ni Imes lim i : ae : ,agreed to form his Fizdale-Phi + 
We scriously suggest that some of the radio sales promotion- fan mail nine Reng» Bae ~~ him in filing a petition against NBC bh 1 hg Mle Syne ati rai i] 
° ; eo - ‘ : . ; ; ¢ e > r f r Ss an-!/. . : ‘ . S- > : 
ists might profitably eliminate some of their literary poseur grt ee ge tine g his i connection with the forthcoming | pioneers in polling radio editor ¥ 
stuff. This God-how-the-guy-can-write line doesn’t impress | sleuthing. — /monopoly hearings by the Federal| opinion, are believed to be con- i ga 
anybody when it takes the alleged genius a full work day per| Since certain portions of the re- |Communications Commission. The | spicuously absent. It is unlikely A 
phrase. |search are slanted in the direction | paper will be submitted some time | 4 er — of its ties with | a 
a |of Spector clients, some of these de- | pefore Nov. 11, the new deadline set | —— will cu 1 e up to a Fizdale- ti 
T , Rater mare : ated ee ee tails are naturally trade secrets. But/},, the FCC for the filing by NBC | co ilco mek. CBS has, however, dis- fil 
urning out smartie-pants brochures 1s ¢ uld Ss play it given | the general aspects of the experi-|.44g Columbia of answers to the | P ayed some unterest. i 
) thousands of dollars, plenty of galley corrections and all the| ments are being made known to| monopoly report handed down od eters concerning the~ Fizdale- a 
time on the calendar. Writing effective trade paper copy is a (Continued on page 31) llier this year. promis tata pipet gg wont ee . 
better test of copywriting ability. song ek i. ce — a | widely understood that various ra- i 
ee stems trom the networ S_ proposa" | die editors have allowed him to pay z 
to switch the affiliation of WNAC, | their traveling expenses to New .= 
ae “ im 


Boston, from the red to the blue link Tork, Sew this dam be ceomiaied 











Not to be merely negative VArRiETy calls attention to the Oct. | KEEN INTEREST 
2 issue for two new highs in smart trade paper advertising copy. 


Take NBC's ad on page 32. It rates mention on four counts: 

l. Lhe headline—Good evening, music lovers, and you too, 

toots!’—is attentionworthy and 1s nicely geared to the publica- 
tion carrying the advertisement. 


next year, with WBZ-WBZA taking 
over the red assignment. Shepard, 


it is understood, intends to charge 
of heb). | NBC with showing favoritism to- 


merly had business interlockings and 
lalso lack 


2. Use of part of the script for copy is a sensible idea, be- 
cause the script 1S way better than a phoney description of the 


show. 
» 





3. The tie-in copy ts easy to read, and flows on smoothly 


| ward interests with which it for- 





of proper consideration 
toward stations with which the net- 
work has had long associations. 
Shepard became an NBC affiliate -in 
1936. 


with impartiality is hard for some 
observers to understand. On the 
other hand, many of Fizdale’s com- 
petitors think that in the event of 
the awards becoming an actuality 
most radio editors would lean back- 
ward not to include any program or 
personality with whom the Fizdale 
office had any connection, 

Philco’s thinking is not understood 
in the trade. Stunt may be a loose 





Oa Ren Se 


from the point where the script left off: Co-operative Analysis of Broad- ee eee adaptation of the Institute of Audi- : 
4. While the copy is fairly lengthy, tt ts not too long tm | casting report which was released . 9 ble Arts once financed by the radio ‘ 
ratio to the interest creatcd by it. Monday (21) to subscribers repre- World Series C.A.B. 25%, set-maker when it was under Ed- ; 
| : _ sented the first ratings which had ; | ward L. Bernays’ influence. This In- : 
| ’ a: ; : been compiled under the C.A.B.’s ecacamaies | stit a. on : ¥ : i 
| WNEW’s ad on page J/ 18 a strategic masterpiece: new checking system. Of particular Mutual Network’s broadcasts of digaity pate eee oid ee ee : 
l. The headline is forceful, both verbally and physically. interest to the trade were the first | this year’s World Series games regis- | different basis, no radio editors ‘bee : 
2. The station is not afraid to boost a piece of talent to the |Tatings shown for Fred Allen and tered an overall listener rating of | ing exploited. 
eel sel ee aa the grounds that the talent | =4d€ Cantor, who compete against | 25% in the Co-operative Analysis of | . ———$_______. 
mit, ost Stations are afrat om 1 gr inas that the talen each other Wednesday night. For | Broadcasting. Last year the broad- 
wll thereafter demand a pay raise or Occome unmanageable, the full hour (9-10) Allen came out |casts got an accumulative rating of | 
In flouting this hoodoo of most other stations, WNEW auto- with 22.5, whereas Cantor, who fills | 21%. The highest rating which pre- | NBC BOWS IN ; 
matically puts itself into a class by itself —which spells prestige. but the first half of this hour) got | vailed when all networks carried the | 
the psychology of this ad is terrific | Martin Block wa the 19.8. ee ee | 
€ psycnology of this ad is terrific, eusahe —— ' | No breakdown of Allen's rating by The lowest rating obtained by any | i 
plugged talent. | ‘the half hour was made available, | one of the seven series broadcasts | SID STROTZ : 
3. The copy is short and punchy, and the layout ts arresting. | but what happens to Cantor's audi- | was 22.5% and the highest 28.7%. | ; 
4. The ad ts characteristic of the station and its prograni- /ence in sOme measure when he is | Obviously the curve of interest rose | 
min ae S thevetove bvese ate true picture of WNEW through might be deduced from the as the tussle for the championship | ee ra 
ming auins, an lerejore presents a we pulare v7 i geal 'fact that ‘District Attorney,’ which | passed the fourth game, since the | # 
[his is important, since some station advertising does NOT immediately follows Cantor, drew a last three broadcasts each reached], At press time yesterday (Tuesday) r 
present a {trie picture of the advertiser. rating of 12.1. the 28% level. the NBC staff and the radio trade ‘ 
ne | generally were gathered in the roof- ’ 
> top elbow solarium at Radio City to 
WELI NEW HAVEN 1S ~Yy e C / T C / b ° R 3 | greet the incoming head of the pro- : 
. ; Sf [ O , r gram department, Sid Strotz. Strotz t 
NEW COLONIAL LINK AL a “ons O O O u in la : 2CO f S |had previously called the staff to- 
as : gether upon his arrival in New 
{| hd I Y D i iD hy, | York last week and sought to assure I 
New Haven, Oct. 22. | >= ft = Y fy Pn - Si 2 IT 2 them that there would be no dra f 
WELI, long Connecticut’s oxly un- = tine Ol ISCS VUE n pd ep ten ed  pervonaai a ree 
affiliated exhaler, last week (16) ” , | It is likely that Strotz will need 
Joined Colonial Network out of Bos- |to make one or more trips back to 
ton following signature of one-year! Columbia Phonograph Corp, is;half-hour programs a week. For | nograph Corp. presents the Master- | Chicago to supervise the installation 
Pact by John Shepard 3rd and meeting with some opposition from each half-hour’s program there is a| work Hour.’ The counter argument | of the new NBC setup at that point ; 
James T, Milne, manager of station,|stations in its campaign to get|separate continuity. In each con- is that the continuity should be so! There are understood to be some t: 
which is considered in Bulova orbit. the company’s Masterwork platters tinuity there are at least two sales worded as to credit the station with | difficulties needing smoothing 5 
Deal gives Shepard two New Haven plugged on the air by swapping the announcements, each running an av- doing the presenting. | Meantime, by Nov. 1, it is expected ne 
outlets, but WICC, his own property latter for free announcements. The erage of 125 words Added plugs are, This particular campaign is being+that Strotz will be giving his full : 
Which is also quartered in Bridge- recalcitrant stations contend that the those deriving from the identifica-| handled for Columbia Record byjtime to the program job in New 3 
Port, is also committed as NBC-Blue circumstance that they are required tion of the record’s brand in the an- | Frederick Arkus, of the radio divi-| York. John Royal has already 3 
basic vent, and WELI will carry to boost the quality of the product) notation material which introduces! sion in the sales promotion depart- | stepped out of this berth to take up 
ment. Arkus’ 





Colonial when WICC is linked else- 
where, 

Shepard-WELI contract has little 
commercial importance, but serves 
network as source of live sustainers. 

Colonial now has five outlets in 


'nograph is, 


and even mention prices puts the | the playing of each Masterwork. 

proposition on the same commercial! In turning down the for-free 
level as selling soap, food, or any! proposition stations have pointed out 
other article from which a station|to the phonograph company that it 
collects a fee. Columbia Pho-!| ought to be satisfied with the fre- 
of course, a subsidiary 'quent mentions of the label. These 


immediate superior 


it Pat Dolan, CPC’s advertising man- | 


ager. 





Joe Schreibman, musical director 
of WDAS, Philly, has composed a 


his duties as head of new activities 
(television, facsimile, 
; etc.) at the network. 

| The advent of Strotz to the New 
| York office reestablishes one of the 
' closest personal relationships in the 


shortwave, 


Connecticut, others being WATR, | of CBS. stations have also expressed their; new tune, ‘1400 on the Dial,’ as a| web, that of Niles Trammell and 
Waterbury: WNLC, New London: Offer as submitted to stations en-| disagreement with the program’s in-| theme song to familiarize listeners |Strotz. Trammell has expressed 
and WTHT, Hartford. WTIC, Hart- 
ford, waves Shepard’s Yankee flag. | 


tails supplying stations with enough /|troductory billing which is to the | 


Masterwork discs to provide for five effect that ‘the Columbia Pho- 


with the station’s new frequency 
when it changes next March.” 


‘himseif as being happiest when the 


| combination is in double step. 


pone nis SOONG 9 RUG PDt  att 


y 
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BEST RADIO LEGAL TALENT SUBJECTS 
‘MONOPOLY’ REPORT TO SHARP FIRE 








FCC’s Other Four Members Feel Awkward About JILL ESMOND’S DEBUT 


Either Okaying or Forgetting Report of Three) 


Colleagues—More Briefs Due Dec. 2 


Washington, Oct. 22. 

Another face-to-face encounter be- 
tween the broadcasting industry and 
the government regulators thereof 
over the ‘monopoly’ situation finally 
has been scheduled. 

Further extending the date of fil- 
ing briefs, the FCC set Dec. 2 and 
3.as the date for arguments when 
virtually all the previously investi- 
gated groups are expected to register 
stern complaints that the special FCC 
group was blased and that there is 
no basis for many of the conclu- 
sions about allegedly anti-social con- 
ditions in the 

Some dissension in the trade con- 
tinues—the suggestions in the report 
are not unanimously disliked by the 
numerous parties—but the orator- 
ical tiff unquestionably will amount 
to a concerted denunciation of the 
long report. 

(Latest date for filing written de- 
murrers is Nov. 11. Previous dead- 
lines were Oct. 15 and Oct. 25). 

Arguments will be limited, the 
Commish stipulated ‘to the issues of 
fact and policy’ presented by the 
document. Within these boundaries, 
the trade mouthpieces will be able to 
challenge most of the conclusions of 
the Brown-Walker-Thompson team. 

Principal attack presumably will 
be by the Columbia and Nationa) 
webs against the contention that the 
chains take off the cream and leave 
Only a small amount of extremely 
thin milk for distribution among the 
independently-owned network af- 
filiates. Hardly anything in the 
committee’s conclusions will escape 
challenge, but the issues regarded 
most seriously are rather few. 

Attorneys’ indignation is hottest 
over the idea that the Commish 
should exercise supervision over the 
web-affiliate contracts, with second- 
ary concern involving the suggestion 
of special licenses for chains, pos- 
sible divestiture of station proper- 
ties now owned by the webs, and 
proposal to prohibit the networks 
from having any finger in the talent 
booking or recording businesses. 

Not Children 

The report was unveiled last 
June 18, months after the inquiry 
was launched with considerable fan- 
fare. 
litical hot 


business. 


potato, 








Since then it has been a po- | 
with most Com- | 


mish members inclined to forget it | 


as long as_ possible. 
stirred up by Senator Charles 
Tobey and CBS during 


Brown nomination hearings, 


Rumpus | 
W. | 
the Thad | 
made ! 


the regulators realize they are be-'! 


ing attacked by experts. 
bers who did not 
vestigating committee have 
signs of perplexity, fearing 
spread damnation if they adopt the 
recommendations of their 

colleagues and knowing there 


shown 


FCC mem- | 
serve on the in-! 


wide- | 


three | 
will | 


be Congressional sniping if the mat- | 


ter is buried. 


Consequently, there | 


have been recurrent whispers that | 
the subiect might be reopened for | 
further taking of testimony on the | 


most hotly-argued points. 
In view of 


the extremely long | 


time taken to reach the point of fix- | 


ing the brief deadline, few industry 


people expect any definite results 
from the study for possibly another 
year. A stubborn conflict of phil- 


osophies is inevitable when the Com- 
mish gets around to weighing 
recommendations against the indus- 
try’s replies, while the 


the | 


withdrawal | 


of Commissioner Brown will be an- | 


other reason for delay. Assuming 
that President Roosevelt fills the va- 
cancy in the near future, any new- 
comer who has not followed the 
controversy in his private capacity 
cannot be expected to pass judg- 
ment on the numerous knotty prob- 
lems without taking considerable 


time to educate himself regarding | 


past policies, industry economics, 
and related aspects of the question. 


Brad Simpson to WKRC 


Cincinnati, Oct. 22. 








Brad Simpson takes over this | 
week as WKRC program director. | 


He was engaged last week by Hul- 


bert Taft, Jr., station manager, in} 


St. Louis. 
radio director of the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency in that city. WKRC is 
a Mutual affiliate, 
Cincy Times-Siar, 


Simpson was serving as | 


owned by the | 





Network Premieres 





Wednesday, Oct. 23. 
United Air Lines, WOR-Mu- 
tual, Monday, Wednesday, Fri- 
day, 8:30-8:45 p. m. ‘Boake Car- 
ter” N. W. Aver. Originates 
from New York. Hookup, 10 
stations, 





Sunday, Oct. 27 
Lutheran Laymen's League, 
WOR-Mutual-Don Lee, = 1:30-2 
p.m. ‘Lutheran Hour’ with Dr. 
Walter A. Maier. Kelly, Stuhl- 


man & Zahnrndt. Originates 
from St. Louis. Hookup, 113 
stations. 


Quaker Oats Co., WEAF-NBC, 
5:30-6 p. m. Tentative title, ‘Your 
Dream Has Come True.’ Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. Originates from 
Chicago. Hookup, 38 stations. 


| TO YANKEE RADIO 


| Jill Esmond, English legit and film 
| actress, will play Emily Bronte, 
in ‘Wuthering 





| author-narrator, 
Heights,’ second drama in the five-a- 
week Wheatena Playhouse series 
locally over WEAF, New York. 
| Stanza starts Nov. 4, after the con- 
| clusion of the current piece, ‘Dark 
| Victory.’ It will be Miss Esmond’s 
‘radio debut in the U. S., although 
She has appeared in a number of 
| plays ‘and pictures in this country. 


Frances Oliver, whose name has 
just been changed from 





| as Kathy. Arnold Moss will play 
| Heathcliff and the rest of the cast 
| will include Irene Hubbard, William 
|Podmore, John Brewster, Sidney 


|Lumet, Janice Gilbert, Ted Reed, | 


| Jackie Jordan and Ian Martin. Her- 
| bert Little and David Victor are 
scripting for Ed Wolf Associates, 
which is producing for the Comp- 
ton agency. 
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BREAK UP FRISCO FAIR 


G. E. Dxer to Belmont—Divide RCA 
Television Equipment 








San Francisco, Oct. 22. 





Frances | 
| Dworkin, will have the femme lead | 


KGEI, G. E. shortwaver on 
Treasure Island, will move trans- 
|mitter to Belmont, about 15 miles 
| south of Frisco, after first of year. 
|Spot is home of KPO transmitter, 
NBC Red outlet. High-frequency job 
will maintain studios in S. F. 

RCA’s $300,000 television exhib is 
being split several ways, part of the 
equipment going to Hollywood and 
the rest back to Camden. Understood 
some of it will be used for a touring 
television demonstration unit. 


Night Boost for WWJ 


Detroit, Oct. 22. 

Permission to use 5,000 watts 
nighttimes—the same as it has days— 
‘has been granted the Detroit News 
Station, WWJ, by the Federal Com- 
munications system. The station has 
'been on 1,000 watts for the night 
sending. Use of the new power will 
start as soon as a new directional 
antenna has been erected to guaran- 
tee that WWJ does not interfere 
with other stations on the 920 band. 
The new antenna will be much 
taller than one in present use, ex- 
tending 550 feet high and is ex- 
pected to be in operation by late 
|November. The _ station, first to 
broadcast regularly-scheduled pro- 
|grams of entertainment, recently 
| celebrated its 20th birthday. 











BLUE PACIFIC 
DISCOUNT YS. 
DON LEE? 








Primarily with the object of meet- 
\ing competition from the Don Lee 
|Network NBC may introduce a spe. 
|cial dollar volume discount for ad- 
|vertising using the Pacific blue sta. 
tions as an intact unit. Details of 
the plan are currently being ex. 
|amined by NBC officials. 


Under the present setup the only 
time that buyers of the Pacific blue 
are eligible for a dollar volume dis- 
;count is when they use the west- 
;coast link as part of aggrosscountry 
hookup. If the plan goes through it 
| will be the first time that NBC re- 
| gional advertisers have had avail- 
‘able to them two sets of discounts, 
ithe other being the usual frequency 
| discount. 





Luther Hill, Craig Lawrence, Ted 
| Enns and Ed Linehan are attending 
| the first Annual Conference on Ap- 
| Plied Radio at the State University 
of Iowa, at Iowa City, Oct. 18 and 19, 
| Hill will conduct a panel on ‘building 
|a radio audience,’ and Lawrence will 
jbe on the panel for ‘education in 
radio.’ 

















announcing to the radio stations 
of the United States of America 


the 
1940 
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factual. 


tion. 





Policy for 1940 


File Your Own Report with VARIETY in Your Own Words! 


There is NO OFFICIAL QUESTIONNAIRE form this year. We have perhaps too 
much insisted in the past that stations answer according to OUR ideas of showman- 


agement; now stations may answer according to THEIR ideas and in their own 
Terms. They are free to cite the things they think important. 


But a word of caution—station reports should be brief, to the point, realistic, 


Any radio station may file a report. All will be judged in their natural classifica- 
Basic break-downs are: 


—NETWORK AFFILIATED STATIONS. 
—-NETWORK-MANAGED STATIONS. 

—UNAFFILIATED STATIONS. 
—NEW STATIONS (less than two years old). 




















Deadline For Reply: November 


2nd 
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AFRA HITS TALENT AGENTS 


Benton & Bowles, One of Largest Radio 





From the Production Centres 


SHPoe eee 


IN NEW YORK CITY 


Helen Walpole writing a legit play....Beverly Bayne, former actress of 
silent films, radio debuted last week in cast of ‘Aunt Jenny's Real Life 
Stories’....Linton Wells making lecture tour....London office of CBS, 
recently bombed, now located at 11 Portland place....Mary Lee Taylor 
starting eighth year broadcasting home economics for Pet Milk Sales.... 
Boake Carter starts three-a-week series over Mutual tonight (Wednesday) 
for United Air Lines....Leopold Stokowski, Raymond Gram Swing, Clif- 
ton Fadiman and Bob Trout will also be on the Red Cross program Nov. 
10 with Katharine Cornell....Jack Negley, WINS announcer, read the 
sound track for a short film on safety last week. 

John Gibbs, Chicago program packager, tossed cocktail party Monday 
at Dorset to introduce himself and tell radio press about ‘Against The 
Storm’ and ‘Jone Journey,’ two P. & G .shows which now originate here.... 
Walter G. Preston of NBC summoned for jury duty....Aaron Steiner, new 
program peddler for World transcriptions, showcased his ‘Murder Will Out’ 
idea on WOR last week....‘Sweatshirt Archie’ wires in from the Coast 
that his head is bloody but unbowed...:George Denny of Town Hall 
launched radio course with Chairman H. James Fly of FCC....Dinner 
party beforehand included Niles Trammell, John Royal, Manton Davis, 
Ted Granik, Lyman Bryson. 

Gone literary: A. A. Schecter, NBC, with Ed Anthony, is working on 
book, ‘I Live On Air’....Matthew Gordon, CBS news editor, doing a book, 
‘News is a Weapon’....Bob Trout, CBS reporter, writing ‘Behind the Mike’ 

Joseph Q. Riznik, CBS news editor, working on book entitled ‘And 
That's the News’....Edd Johnson, CBS shortwave foreign news editor, 
doing a volume on short-wave propaganda, 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


NBC's production staff is so shot through with absentees that Headman 
John Swallow has had to pitch in with his stop watch. Marvin Young is 
doing a hitch in the Aimy, Ted Sherdeman has been granted leave to let 
off steam on that novelist yen, and Joe Parker is mending from an appen- 
dix snatch. Bob Stephensoi is doing most of the subbing, end-on-end.. 
Bob Hope will air his Pepsodent show from Frisco Oct. 29, while personal- 
ling there at the auto show..... It’s old home week for Charlie Bulotti, 
here to launch Tommy Dorsey’s program for Lewis-Howe’s NR tablets. 
He was producer-announcer at KHJ for many years and more recently did 





Band’ Oct. 28 with Mickey Rooney and Judy Garland leading the way..... 
The reason Don Wilson soft-pedalled the chatter with Dick Powell on 
last week's Maxwell House program is that the portly barker’s contract 
with Jack Benny permits him outside announcing jobs but he'no can 
stcoge or help kick the gags around..... Carroll Carroll, who has been 
writing those ‘wordy’ scripts for Bing Crosby and fellow Krafters, has 
found time to dash off the lyrics of “You Are the One,’ which Kay Kyser 
recorded last week .Benay Venuta to Nashville, Tenn. with her hus- 
band, Armand Deutsch, 
continues on to New York for a guest shot with Raymond Paige and he 
airs back to his production duties on the Rudy Vallee Sealtester..... That 
infant yowling on last Monday’s Lux broadcast of ‘Lillian Russell’ was 
the recorded wail of Sandy Barnett’s newborn, He is director of the 
soaper...../ Art Rush is waxing a radio version of ‘Red Ryder,’ cartoon 
strip and film serial. Bob Redd scripting and produces..... Homer Can- 
field, quondam radio ed for a string of southern California papers, now 
writing and planting plugeroos for a private press agent.....Dick Porter 
on the hop, what with three Lewis-Howe shows kicking off from here 

..Julia Sanderson and Frank Crumit here for three weeks with their 
‘Battle of the Sexes.’ Film players will be pressed into service as cap- 
tains.....Hal Bock, NBC press chief on the Coast, has turned down 
those fat film offers and stays with the network. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


KPO-KGO staffs will move into Chronicle newsrooms Nov. 6 for con- 
tinuous election broadcast starting at 8:30 p.m.....orchestra and entertain- 
ers will fill in gaps between returns, show being set up for minimum of 
four hours.... will mark second year NBC and the Chronicle stage an 
Election Night Party....stationgs got big break last week on opera broad- 
casts, Chronicle feature page Carrying 3-col. box explaining how operas 
are aired....Patricia Lynn, NBC singer-accordionist, is a click in the 
Circus Room of the Fairmount....Ernie Sr nith, dean of Western sports- 
casters, has never missed a broade: ast in 10 years.... currently is doing an 





average of 1i programs a week, many running over two hours....KFRC 
now staging four audience shows weekly, ‘Whodunit?’ for Roos Bros. 
clothiers, ‘Brain Battle’ for Hastings Clothiers, ‘Quiz of Two Cities’ for 


Noxema and Dean Maddox’s amateur hour for Marin-Dell dairies... 
Samuels, NBC praiser, back from long-delayed vacation, 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


‘GOOL TO THEIR 


| in advance as to terms or rules, are | 





‘ tiga o f without | 
a hitch at the Frisco fair under Bob Coleson..... Lux will ‘Strike Up the | on the question, but s - 





. Milt 


for the hitching ceremonies of his brother. She | 


} 





CODE ATTITUDE Departments, Cut by Colgate Exit 





Much of Controversial 
Herald Tribune Forum 


Following Signaturing of 
New Three-Year Contract 
Network Artists Bureaus 
Apply for Licenses — Dis- 
tasteful to Morris, Lyons! eee ilk: eases 


& Lyons, MCA, et al. | Thursday inclusive) the annual New 
York Herald Tribune forum on con- 
troversial issues of the day is being 
held at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel. 
Many of the events will be broad- 
cast over the NBC blue network and 
As expected, the talent agencies | | some of them will be made possible 
are fighting the new American Fed- | through the overseas communications 
eration of Radio Artists regulating | facilities of RCA. The following is 
and franchise requirements. Union the schedule of one of the unique 
has set Nov. 5 as the deadline for | events in the democracy, a forum 
all agents to apply for franchise held by a conservative newspaper 
and Nov. 15 as the issuance date for |i" which the most eloquent spokes- 
licenses. NBC, CBS and Mutual; ™en of the contrary viewpoint are 
artist bureaus have already applied, | heard: 
as agreed in their new sustaining- First Session—Tuesday, 2-5 
commercial contract. But the out-| 7%" nee! A ey eae 7am 
side agents, who were not consulted | Ogden 


AGENTS HELPLESS? 








Welcome to the Delegates—Mrs. 
Reid, Vice-President of the New York 
Herald Tribune, 

Keynote Speech—Walter Lippmann. 

The Backlog of Preparedness—Mrs., 
lin D. Roosevelt. 

U iiversal 


refusing to go along. 

Artists Representatives Assn. com- | 
mittee, consisting of William Mor- | 
rig, Jr. 


Frank- 

Service for America—Colonel 
‘ | William J. Donovan. 

Charles Miller, Sam Lyons, | women’s Part in Defense Plans—Miss Har- 


Herman Bernie, Tommy Rockwell 9 ee, ae m = . 
and I. Robert Broder, is seeking a| “}),) * ‘ 4" im Detense atid 


meeting with AFRA representatives | Unpreparedness of the  Individual—Mrs. 


Clare Boothe Luce. 


Prog ess of American Rearmament—Cy 
|suecess. Several committee members| Caidwell: Robert P. Patterson, Under Sec- 
vetary of War: Frank Knox, 


have talked by phone with Henry | Mobilizing the Mind—Dr. Alan Valentine. 
Jaffe, AFRA attorney, but no meet-|. Second Session—Tuesday, 8:30-10 
ing has been scheduled. Meanwhile, | ‘scrgnce AND INDUSTRY MOBILIZE.’ 
the committee has advised its mem-| ‘!1formation Please.’ 


Keynote Speech—Dr. Harlow Shapley. 


bers not to apply for AFRA fran-| Message from British Red Cross—Miss 
chise until further netice. Betty Nuthall, Captain of Wightman Cup 
| Team, 

Although the agents are opposing | Aviation—Winthrop Rockefeller, Aviation 
ie . . Training for the Young Lieutenant Com 
several different phases of the Pro- | mander D, W. Tomlinson, ‘Stratosphere 
posed AFRA regulations, they are| Flying.’ 

5 oe : 179 | Raw Materiais—William L. Batt, 
particularly burned over two | Clesing—Dr. Harold C. Urey. 

clauses. One would forbid commis-| Third Session—Wednesday, 2-5:3 
sions on minimum contracts, while} ‘mNLISTING THE CREATIVE ARTS.’ 





Irna Phillips, who has transferred to New York, back here for some 
biz confabs..... Austin Wilder back from New York where he set up 
eastern offices of WGN Concerts Catherine McCune doubling from | 
‘Scattergood Baines’ to ‘Right to Happiness’ script strip..... William | 
Murphy, NBC continuity chief, will scribe the ‘New Orleans Cameos’ 
shows for Illinois Central.....Hal Bohm back on the WGN spieler gang, 
and Bill Buchanan added to the news department.....Judith Lowry 
new member of ‘Guiding Light’ cast and Russell Thorson added to ‘Kitty 


Keene’ 

Ted Weems orchestra will originate the 
and 10 in Memphis due to southern dance date 
Harry Cansdale, Cornelius Peeples added to 


show. 
‘Beat the Band’ show on Nov. 8 
Karl Weber, Arthur Kohl, 
‘Tom 


cast of 


Shooters,’ Robert Karl added to ‘Thunder Over Paradise’ and Edith Davis | 


to ‘Story of Bud Barton’.. 
sore of the miké assignments on the Barn Dance show. 


soon launch an extensive adult edu- 
cational program over the TSN web. 


ORGANIZE TEXAS At the conference, Forrest W. 
Clough, TSN educational director, 


was named president and co-ordina- 
ting chairman. Among the vice- 
chairmen named were Sara Lowery, 
department of speech, Baylor Uni- 


——- | versity; Dr. S. D. Myres, director, 
Arnold School of Government, 
Fort Worth, Oct. 22. Southern Methodist University and 


leading | Dr A. L. Boeck, evening college di- 
colleges and universities throughout rector of Texas Christian University. 
the state met here and organized ———_ 

he Texas Inter-Collegiate Broad- 
“asters Council, to be sponsored by | 
the Texas’ State Network. It ° will 


Representatives from 12 


Rainey is 
sta- 


San Antonio._-Gordon 
new transmitter operator at 
tion KTSA here. 


Norman Ross doubling to WLS and will handle | 


; weeks for preparation. 


| even though it has had a tough time DaCosta of Paramount Films’ 


Mix Straight | 


{ long distance 


| Keynote Speech—Archibald MacLeish 
Co-Ordinating Culture in the Americas— 
Nelson Rockefeller. 


the other would outlaw commis- 
sions on deals setting talent on pack- | 


age shows on which the agent set ae Literature Somerset Maugham; 
e Cur fror Englan 

up the show. Virtually all the lead- | ,.%,,90"° ‘Tom Bnsland. 

ing talent agencies, such as Morris, Music: Two songs by Dorothy Maynor. 


. Art: F cl rie li 
General Amusement Corp., Music tr gag Taylor, Metropolitan Museum 


Corp. of America, etc., have package 
programs into which they place 


(Continued on page 30) 


Literature: Carl Sandburg. 

Bereen: Robert Montgomery. 

Drama: Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, 
| Robert Sherwood 

Closing—Irving Berlin. ‘God Bless America 


Fourth Sessino—Wednesday, 8:30-10 








‘THE POLITICAL FRONT.’ 
* | Keynote Speech—Mayor F. H. LaGuardia. 
| Young Foreign Born First V ter. 
0 harin The Third Term Issue 
Young Republican: Oren Root, Jr. 
Young Dem rat (ael Sullivan 
| The Woman Voter 
} Democrat Mrs. Charles Poletti. 
Republi Mrs. Robert Taft 
nc Business Efficier 
Repu ar 
t Leon Henderson 
iidates Vendell W inte. 
'F ifth Session—Thureday, 2-5:30 
am SAVING DEMOCRACY IN THE WEST- 
ERN WORLD.’ 
Speech— Doroth Thompson, 
Bri ish “Pa ry Front 
a ar ida gus Macdonald, Minister of 
the Navy 
Bob Beucus, general ad manager Phar yg Mr ag + Be wey 
| for Jergens, turned down a loanout Alaska: Anthony J. Dimond. 
Admiral Harry F&. Yarnell 


deal proposed by F. Ward Wheelock 
for Walter Winchell, reportedly at 
twice the columnist’s $5,000 weekly 


South American Front 
Joseph Barnes Aftermath of the Havana 
Conference 


Warn 3 Ola Wor — 
stipend from Jergens. Wheelock | — hmba \dor Willia n B de ° 
wanted him to head up a 30-minute | tig Khatami ney In Chen Dr Hu h 
variety program, on behalf of Camp-| Faitor. ‘This Week. Founder. aq ox! 
bell’s Soup. Program was to be e eene ff the New York Herald Tribune 


: ‘ im Cu Problems 
something on the order of Winchell’s he Presider f t} eee 


old Lucky Strike show, but with a 

1940 topical slant, and only for 39 

weeks. 
Jergens has 


YEAR TO GET READY 


Winchell on a straight 


five-year contract exclusively. Morton DaCosta Directs Dayton 
Campbell Soup had not up to press Power Programs 

time yesterday (Tuesday) decided : 

on the program that is to go into . Dayton, Oct. 22 

the Friday night (9:30-10) spot it has Following a year’s preparation and 

contracted for on CBS. Tentative | Study, the Dayton Power & Light Co. 


will inaugurate a 
under its sponsorship to be known as 
‘Great Days in Dayton,’ a series of 
weekly broadcasts telling the story of 
Dayton’s growth. It will be broad- 
cast each Sunday at 5 p.m. from Day- 
ton over WHIO. 

Morton DaCosta (brother of Lillian 
home 


starting date was this Friday (25) program Oct. 27 
but it is understood that the show 


which is selected will be given three 


F. Ward Wheelock, agency on the 
account, is reported as strongly in- 
clined as ever to get a program 
which can originate from New York, 


lining up requisite name talent in Office), with a background in radio as 
the East. Reason for this anxiety | well as the stage, will direct the 
is associated with the headaches the broadcasts, also appearing in char- 
agency suffered when it had Orson | acter roles. Charles: McLean, a stu- 
Welles broadcasting for it out of dent of Dayton history, will act as 
Hollywood. Welles had a habit of master of ceremonies. 

calling up two days before the! Members of the professional com- 


read his script Over, pany of the Dayton Civic Theatre 


| will appear on the broadeasts. 


broadcast to 


Broadcast by NBC Blue 


Ted Bates, Benton & Bowles ac- 
count exec, who last week became 
heir to the Colgate and Continental 
Baking accounts, will remain with 
the B & B agency until he has been 
able to set up his own agency. With 
the shift causing a loss to B & B of 
seven radio programs, the Benton & 
Bowles production staff will prob- 
ably be sheared to a third its present 
size, rated, next to Young & Rubi- 
cam, as the biggest in the business. 

B & B’s time-buying staff has al- 
ready been cut down to one person, 
George Kern. Jack Latham, who 
came in a couple months ago as 
manager of the radio department, is 
negotiating for an executive post 
with another agency. Also affected 
by B & B's personnel reshuffle is 
John Crandall, who did field work 
on the spot phase of the agency’s 
business. 


Local Talent Strengthened 
at WGR-WKBW, Buffalo; 
3 From New York City 


Buffalo, Oct. 22. 








Buffalo Broadcasting Corp. is fill- 
ing talent ranks for presumably 
boomish Winter season on its sta- 





tions, WGR and WKBW. Newly- 
|}added are Roger Coleman, singer, 
and Billy Keaton, em-cee, both from 
New York. 

Joining staff soon is Phyllis Jean, 
|'from CBS’ Gotham studios. Com- 
pany also is dickering for trio now 
in Midwest to round out a singing 
| staff depleted by loss of Three Treys 
and Vera Holly, hired away by 


4 WBEN. 


Néw local voices on WGR-WKBW 


include singers Lillian Kaye and 
| Fran Hines. New face among spiel- 


| ers is Herb LaSalle. 


| 


‘Please Rush ‘Milton Cross, 
Station Opens Tomorrow 


Akron, O., Oct. 22 
Akron’s new WAKR, basic NBC 
blue network station, was formally 


launched here Wednesday night (16) 


on 36 hours’ notice after Bernard 
| Berk’s three years’ effort to give the 
city its third radio station. 

| The new station, which did not 
|know when the FCC's formal ‘go’ 
signal would be given, received word 
| Tuesday morning that it could start 
Wednesday night Milton Cross, 


NBC vet announcer, was called in to 
|launch the dedication program and 
|after the formal dedication cere- 
monies the station, operating on 1,000 
watts, unlimited time, at 1530 kilo- 
cycles plunged into an evening of 
Willkie, Dewey, McNutt and defense 
forum programs 

Berk is president of the company, 


his wife secretary and Kenneth Kee 
Zan commercial manager. Deane 
Long is production manager and 


chief announcer; John Vorpe is pro- 


duction manager, Jerry McKiernan 
continuity write and announcer; 
Gordon Smith, Carl Kent and Stan- 
ley Peyton announce: Marguerite 
Petran traffic manager and Don 
Dayton chief enginee: The per- 
sonnel of the station includes 24 men 
and women. 

The station ym the a week- 


| days from 6:45 a.m. to 1 a.m. and 
from 8 a.m. to midnight on Sundav 
About half the station’s program is 
now Blue network productio 

The station will be more 
dedicated early in 


formally’ 


November. 


WLW’S LANCASTER REMOTE 
Cincinnati, Oct. 22 

WLW, which holds the only radio 

membership in the Ohio Newspaper 


Women's Association, did a special 
quarter-hour broadcast from the or- 
Zanization’s convention Saturday (19) 
in Lancaster Peter Grant inter- 
viewea some of the members who 
shared in cash awards, totaling $l. 
000, for turning in the best storis 
from obits to feature during the 
year. 

Herbert Flaig of WLW’s special 


, events department was in charge of 
the airing 
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Germany's No News Rule May Cue 


Eventual Exit of Yankee Radio 








Germany's decision announced : MEXICAN STATIONS FACE : 


yesterday (Tuesday) that no rad 


broadcasts. may originate out of TIE-UP BY ELECTRICIANS 


Berlin between four and 11 p.m. is| 
not fully understood in the owe 
States. It may not prohibit broad- 
casts after four to foreign lands if | 
confined to news officially released | 
prior to four p.m. 

American radio opinion is that this 
is a first step toward what may 
amount to an eventual exclusion of 
American network representation in 
the Reich. It may also reflect Nazi 
aversion to having foreign observers 
around now that Berlin is getting a 


little touch of its own bombing 
methods. 
VaRIETy Carried a story Sept. 25 


that there was a possibility of the 
American webs getting out of Ber-/| 
lin because their reps had almost no 
liberty of action whatever in con- 
trast to London where a much more 
liberal policy obtains. 





Mexico City, Oct. 22, 


Radio and all branches of the 


amusement biz that must have elec- | 


tricity will be dealt their worst 
operating jolt unless the federal gov- 


ernment succeeds in settling by Oct. 
28 the electrical workers’ strike in 
Monterrey, vital northern industrial 
center. Electrical workers’ federa- 
tion has ordered its 72 sections, 68 
of electrical workers, four of radio 
employees, to stage a series of sym- 
pathetic strikes starting Oct: 28 if 
the Monterrey strike isn’t ended. 
Monterrey strikers are demanding 
higher pay and a raft of economic 
concessions which the company avers 
it cannot meet. Business organiza- 


‘tions in urging the government to 








RADIO-FILM MEETING 


L. P. Yandell of NBC Calls Holly- 
wood Firms In 








Shortwave programs to Latin- 
Americas will be the main topic at 
a meeting called by L. P. Yandell, 
| NBC's shortwave head, for tomorrow 
(Thursday). Yandell has invited 
foreign chiefs of all major companies 
to meet with him and clarify the 
atmosphere on the Latin-American 
shortwave situation as it concerns 





| the film companies. 


Proposal of NBC for the major 
distributors to buy time for short- 

wave broadcasts to Latin-American 
nations has been an off-and-on prop- 
osition for a month or more, first 
Yandell claiming a majority of film 
companies were set to go ahead and 
then foreign executives flatly deny- 
ing an agreement. Definite show- 
down expected tomorrow. 





end the Monterrey trouble, which 
has shut 300 industrial plants, call 
the strike unjustified as they say the 
Monterreyers enjoy the most advan- 
tageous labor contracts. 

This strike has put a big crimp in 
show and radio biz in Monterrey. 





Anzac Discs in U.S.A. 


Boston, Oct. 22. 

‘The Enemy Within,’ series 
quarter-hour transcribed programs 
exposing fifth column activities in 
Australia, which have been peddled 
about the industry by Kasper-Gor- 
don, Inc., have been booked in at 
KFWB, Hollywood, and WKBN, 
Youngstown, Ohio, 

Produced in Australia, the script 
was passed by the Board of Radio 
Censors there for presentation in the 
U. S. 117 of the total 208 quarter- 
hour episodes are on hand and sev- 
eral other buyers are ready to sign. | 


KXOK Man to England 


St. Louis, Oct. 22. 

Alex Buchan, _ sportscaster at 
KXOK, who is a British subject, de- 
parted for England; where he will 
join the Royal Air Force. Subject to 
military services, Buchan beat the 
gun by departing for home before 
being summoned to the colors. 
Buchan, 23, was born in Tillicoultry, 
Scotland. He came to the U. S. in 
1924 and began his radio career at 
WTMV in East St. Louis, later join- 
ing WEW here. He has been with 
WXOK for about two years. 
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pendable source. 


This standard book of reference on broad- 


casting is— 
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of 


69 U.S. Stations 
Longwaving 
Britain Speaks 


Some 69 radio stations in the 








United States re-broadcast on long. 
wave the shortwave ‘Brit~'n Speaks’ 


program which comes overseas every 





| 
| 


| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
/ 








night at 8:30 o’clock (eastern time) 
from the BBC in England. This de. 
layed transmission from off-the-air 
recordings supplements the growing 
Yankee audience for the DX pro. 
grams in which J. B. Priestley, Les- 
lie Howard, David Bowes-Lyon, Ver. 
non Bartlett, Sir Phillip Joubert and 
Noel Baker are heard. American 
stations pick the shows up by spe- 
cial permission of BBC (enthusi- 
astically given, needless to say) on 
the 25 and the 3l-meter bands. 
Stations carrying the BBC com- 
mentaries are: 
CALIFORNIA 


KMPC, Beverly Hills (CBS) 
ae TR, Hollywood 
KFAC, Los Angeles 

| FLORIDA 

| WFETL, Fort Lauderdale 
WFTM, Fort Myers 
WIOD, Miami (NBC) 
WKAT, Miami Beach 
WTAL, Tallahassee 


WINO, West Palm Beach (CBS) 
GEORGIA 


WATL, Atlanta (MBS) 
WMGA, Moultrie 
WSAYV, Savafinah 


WAY x. 
IL LINOIS 
WDWS, Champaign 

WIND, Chicago 

WJIID, Chicago 

WDZ, Tuscola 
KENTUCKY 

WLBJ, Bowling Green 

WHOP, Hopkinsville 

WHAS, Louisville 

WPAD, Paducah 
MARYLAND 

WTRO, Cumberland 
LOUISIANA 


Waycross 


WDSU, New Orleans (NBC) 

KWKH, Shreveport (CBS) 
MAINE 

WARBI, Rangor (CBS) 


MASSACHUSETTS 


WLAW, Lawrence 

WESX, Salem 

WTAG,. Worcester 
MISSISSIPPI 

WIPR, Greenville 

WGRM, Greenwood 

WGCM, Gulfport 

WSLT, Jackson 

WSKRB, McComb 
NEW JERSEY 

WTNJ, Trenton 

WOR, Newark 
NEW MEXICO 

KLAH, Carisbad 
NEW YORK 

WQXR, New York City 

WLTH, New York City 
NORTH CAROLINA 

WRIG, Greensboro (CBS) 
| WSJS, Winston-Salem (NBC) 
OHTO 

WICA, Ashtabula 

WIW. Akron 
OKLAHOMA 

KOCY, Oklahoma City - 


KHRG,. Okmulgee 
OREGON 

KLBM,. LaGrande 
PENNSYLVANTA 


WKST, New Castle 
WEST, Faston (MBS) 
WPrIC, Sharon 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
WCOS, Columbia 
WMRC, Greenville 
WFIG, Sumter 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
KWAT, Watertown 
TEXAS 
KRIC, Re aumont 
KGFT, Brownsville 
KLUF, Galve ston (MBS) 
KOCA Kilgo re 
KPAR, T.aredo 
KFRO, Longview 
KPDN, Pampa 
KTIUM, Peco 
KPAC, Px “ Arthur (MBS 
KGKRB, Tyler (MBS) 
UTAH 
KEURBR, Price 
KOVO, Provo 
VERMONT 
WQDM. St. Albans 
VIRGINIA 
WLVA, Lynchburg 
WEST VIRGINIA 
WILS, Reckley 
WRTH,. Williamson 
HAWATI 


KHRC, 


R. A. RENDALL 
OF BBC INN. Y. 


Hilo (MBS, CRBS) 





R. A. Rendall, director of empire 
services for the British Broadcasting 
Corp., is due in New York some 
time this week. After a stay in New 
York he will proéeed to Canada. 

Greatiy expanded overseas short- 
wave activities of BBC, on which 
‘Britain Speaks’ (nightly at 8:30 EST 
on 25, 31 meters), has brought Ren- 
dall across the ocean at this time to 
check on results and gain first-hand 
knowledge of program problems 


‘from the British point of view and 


the American mentality. 





Val Gielgud, drama-director for 
BBC, presenting a week of revivals. 
,Plays meeting with listener request 
, nod are ‘Cavalcade,’ ‘Aaron’s Field,’ 
'‘Crime Wave at Blandings,’ ‘What 
| Every Woman Knows’ and Chekhov's 
| “The Proposal.’ 
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All Shortwavers in U. S. Must Keep 


Discs of Broadcasts, Also Translations 





Washington, Oct. 22. 

Proposed tightening of the inter- 
national rules that aroused fear of a 
move in the direction of censorship 
was scrapped last week when the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
gion adopted new regulations affect- 
ing foreign-language 
All DX plants firing programs at 
listeners beyond the United States 
borders—regardless of the tongue 
used by microphone performers— 
must keep recordings for inspection 
in case there is suspicion that coded 
messages or inflammatory propa- 
ganda were beamed abroad. 

The Commish dropped the idea of. 
requ 
vance script that could not be de- 


parted from or altered in any respect | 





transmitters. 
' the 


| discussions. 





batim mechanical records of all in- 
ternational programs transmitted.’ 
Both the platters and any manu- 
scripts, translations, or written tran- 
scripts must be open for inspection 
or turned over to the Commish on 
demand. Translations must be made 
of any material aired in a tongue 
other than English. 

Censorship potentialities were in 
back of the industry nego- 
tiators’ minds, but this principle did 
not figure importantly in the recent 
Some objections were 
raised from within the Commish, 
however, with remarks that the 
regulators already have been kicked 
around enough by columnists, edito- 
rial writers, and other free-speech 
champions. The  industry’s 
complaint was that the rule pro- 


tiring all stations to get an ad- hibiting any deviation would com-| 


plicate the job of programming. The, 
difficulty or impossibility of getting 
advance translations, particularly in | 


after receiving an okay by the li-|eonnection with news broadcasts and | 


censee. 
gested to the short-wave proprietors | 
by a committee of FCC depart-| 
mental executives, was junked 


Such a rule, originally sug- current events features, was noted. 


Any such requirement would strait-| 
jacket the an@uncers and com- 
mentators, licensees’ representatives 


largely because of the 1939 flareback | | emphasized. 


when 


ture.’ 
because licensees were unwilling to} 


try and build programs of such char- | would render a news item senseless “under heavy penalties, 
acter but because of impossibility of | or misleading. 


defining the terms with sufficient 
certainty). 

New and more practical rules 
make it necessary for every DX-er 
to keep for at least two years ‘ver- 


the Commish attempted to} 
specify that such plants must further | cumstances might occur where some | | things in Mexico and democracy’ | 
‘good-will’ and reflect American ‘cul-| deviation from an approved-in-ad-| various restrictions which he avers | bans are beneficial. 
(Latter idea was opposed not | vance script would be inevitable.| hamper radio broadcasts. 


The Commish recognized that cir- | 


Such as late developments which | 


for time reasons part of a scheduled 


| program woul have to be blue-pen- 


ciled suddenly or where ad libbing 
might be desirawle to stretch some 


‘feature. 


chief 


+ 


RADIO NOW CAN'T 


—- 


Proposed Law Would Grant 
Radio Stations Same 
Rights as Newspapers — 
Workers Have Been Pow- 
erful Force — Strike News 


tofore 


MAY PASS SOON 


By DOUGLAS GRAHAME 
Mexico City, Oct. 22. 

Radio will enjoy the same freedom 
of expression as does the Mexican 
press, which is considerable, if con- 
| gress passes the bill presented by | 
| Congressman A. Orlaineta, one of the 
‘few independent solons. Orlaineta 
| holds that now is the time for broad- 
casters to have freedom, so that the | 
| people may learn as much from the | 
air as they do from the public prints. 
| He calls ‘reactionary and not in ac- 
‘cordance with the new trend of 





Taboos on radio stations forbid, 
even slight | 


Or conditions where! mention of politics, religious matters | the spot. 


and even social notes. Some of these 
bans are exercised by the federal 
government, others by the powerful 
Confederation of Mexican Workers. 
|The Confederation nixes all alring of 


MENTION POLITIC 


Strictly Forbidden Here-. 


MAY EASE MEX MUST-NOTS 





! 








BBC STICKS TO RULES 


No Actors Orphanage  Benefit-- 
Charity Not ‘Listed’ 








London, Oct. 8. 
Met with a neat well-mannered 
BBC brush-off, Leslie Henson, legit 
| comedian, released news to the press 


|of a BBC turndown to his offer to 
| provide an all-star Sunday show over 
| the ether. Snag apparently was in 
| Henson’s wish to tie in an appeal for 
| Actors Orphanage. Latter is in need 
| of funds rising out of inability to 
|stage annual Garden Party, hitherto 
a high coin-getter for thesps institu- 
tion. Financing is also needed for 
evacuation of 60 children to British | 
colony in Hollywood. 

BBC angle is due to ban on all 
| charity pleas not listed with its Ad- 
visory Committee. Actors’ Orphan- 
age is not among those drawing of- 
| ficial nod. 





| 





‘labor troubles and any remarks, 
even good-natured ones, about the 
workingman. 


of Nazism and Fascism. Any station | 
|that would attempt propaganding | 
these doctrines would be closed on 


course, will not include lifting this 
worthy ban of the Confederation. 


Congress is expected to pass this They 


law before the end of President La- 
zaro Cardenas’ term on Nov. 30. 





'top-budget show folds next 


But some of the Confederation’s | 
It is the avid foe 


The freedom of the air, of | 


‘Air Raids Shift Listening Peak, 
6:30-8:30 Now Biggest for BBC 





London, Oct. 8. 
With air-raid sirens doing their 


| wailing nightly the British Broad- 


casting Co, finds listening peak now 
around 6:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. This pe- 
riod will in future be filled with the 
better talent stuff. C. B. Cochran's 
week 
under this arrangement. Ben Lyon- 
Bebe Daniels hour, consistent puller 
with Sunday nite listeners, goes 
back to 8:15 p.m. from 9 p.m., and 
may be skedded for earlier airing 
as wintertime closes in. 

Jack Warner, surprise radio click, 
Starts a new BBC series at 6:15 p.m. 
for Saturdays (19). 





McGillvra bie 2 
Mex Stations In N. Y. 


During his recent sojourn in New 
York, Emilio Azcarraga, chief stock- 
| holder of XEW and XEQ in Mexico 
| City, designated Josephy Hershey 
| McGillvra as his American sales rep- 
resentative. 

XEW is 100,000 watts, XEQ 50,000 
watts. 


Mutual’s 156th Station 


Two more stations joined the Mue 











{tual network during the last week. 


were KYAN, 
WELI, New Haven. 
Brings total affiliates to 156. 


Cheyenne, and 











WBEM 


CHICAGO 
~ 50,000 WATTS 






WBBM local and national Spot renewal 
ratio is consistently higher than 807 


because WBBM gives top results 


in the nation’s second largest market 
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WENDELL L. WILLKIE 


Republican Candidate for President 


FRANK KNOX 


Secretary of Navy 


HENRY L. STIMSON 


Secretary of War 


HON. SAM RAYBURN 


Speaker of House of Representatives 


SEN. ALBEN BARKLEY 


Majority Leader of the Senate 


WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE 


Noted Editor 


RAYMOND GRAM SWING 


Famous Commentator 


WYTHE WILLIAMS 


Famous Radio Commentator 


ELMER DAVIS 


CG B.S. Star News Reporter 


EDWIN C. HILL 


Famous Radio’Commentator 





FLAMES’ 


Produced by ALBERT J. RICHARD © Written and Documented by William C. Park 
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AFRA Code Hits Talent Agents 








Continued from page 25 





their own talent, so application of, 


the proposed AFRA rule would se- 
riously cut their income. 

AFRA is showing no inclination to 
compromise on any of its proposed 
regulations, or even to discuss the 
question with the agents. With a 
new three-year Guild-shop contract 
with all networks, advertising agen- 
cies and producers, the union is 
figured as being in a secure posi- 
tion, so there doesn’t appear to be 
much the agents’ group can do 
about it. AFRA can at any time no- 
tify the networks and sponsors that 
any agents are on its ‘unfair’ list, 
thereby effectively blacklisting them, 
since the commercial-sustaining code 
permits the use of talent through 
‘fair’ agents only. What's more, if 
AFRA were to place any agency on 
the ‘unfair’ list, the affiliate unions, 
Screen Actors Guild, Equity, Amer- 
ican Guild of Musical Artists and 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
would automatically prohibit their 
members from dealing with any such 
agency. 

In a memorandum to the mem- 
bership, which it was careful to 
state was ‘definitive’ information 
only (thereby safeguarding against 
use of the communication as an ‘in- 
terpretation’ in al#itration hearings 
at some future time by employers 
or agents) AFRA listed a 21-point 
digest of its proposed agency code. 
Main points were as follows: 


1. Beginning Nov. 15, members may deal | 


with licensed agents only. 


2. Agents may not charge commissions 
on minimum contracts, nor commissions 
that would reduce an artist's fee below the 
tinimum. 


3. Commission of not more than 10° may 


be charged on above-minimum contracts, 
provided such commission does not lower 
the amount below minimum. 


4. Agents may not lump minimum en- 
gagements and charge a commission on the 
total fees. Commissions must be com- 
puted on each separate engagement. 

5. For announcers and 


: singers only: 
Where the artist 


receives a guarantee 


the artist's consent, charge an additional 
5 commission provided (a) the agent may 
not terminate the guarantee provision of 
the deal except upon at least six weeks’ 
motice, (b) the agent guarantees the ar- 
tist an average of $70 a week from any 
branch of the entertainment field, but not 
on minimum contracts or staff salaries, and 
enly on amounts over minimum fees. 

6. In the case of singers only, an addi- 
tional 5 may be charged by the agent, 
with the artist’s consent, if the agent as- 
sumes the cost of normal promotional ex- 
Pense and special services such as coaching, 
obtaining arrangements and scores, etc., 
provided any such deal is approved by 
AFRA in writing. 

7. No AFRA member may pay more than 
one commission (and never more than the 


| Bicarbonate 





cide which agent or agents receive or 
divide the commission, 

8. Members of AFKA contracting with 
more than one agent without having the 
right to do so may be adjudged guilty of 
of conduct unbecoming a member and be 
subject to discipline 

0 AFRA members may sign contracts 
with agents only on standard contract 
form 

lu, Regulations are for minimums only; 
members may always obtain conditions 
more favorable than those provided in 
regulations 

1l. AFRA members need not use an 
agent, but may deal direct with employers. 
However, any agent they do use myst hold 
an AFRA franchise 

12. Agents may sign AFRA members to 
exclusive contracts for not more than three 


years, An additional two-year agreement | 


may be signed, but is not binding on the 
artist unless at the end of the three-year 
period the agent shall have contributed 
substantially in furthering the artist's 
career, 

13. Artist may terminate agency contracts 
if the agent fails to secure at least 15 
days employment for the artist in any 
90-day period 

14. No agency contract may be renewed 
or extended except during the last four 
months of its term 

In. All existing contracts between AFRA 


members and agents are subject to these 
regulations and must be modified accord- 
ingly. excent that any terms more favorable 
t the artist will continne In foree 

16. Agents mav not transfer contracts to 
othe zents without consent of the artist 

17. No person who directly or Indirectly 
occupies the position of employer toward 
any AFRA member mav col'ect commis- 
sions on enengements where the employers 
condition exists For example, where the 
agent produces a package show and sells 


it at a profit. he is not entitled to a com- 
mission 

18. Agents or their affiliates may not em- 
ploy an artist at one figure and resell him 
at a higher ficure. keeping the difference, 
except where the agent as an employer, 
aells a package show at a profit on the 
whole deal, in which case he is entitled 
to no commission, 

19. Arbitration of disputes between artists 
and agents that cannot be seteied amicably. 

20. Artists may not waive any of these 
regulations, nor may agentgw.ask for such 
waivers 

21. Agents must secure a franchise from 
AFRA and are bound by all these regu- 


lations, Some of the «egent's obligations | 
to the artist are as follows: (a) To use 
all resonable efforts to assist in procuring 
employment, (b) at the artist's request, to 


j}advise him on professional matters, (c) be 


truthful in statements to the artists, (d) 
make no engagements or commitments for 
the artist without informing the artist, (e) 
agent's relationship to the artist shall be 


that of a fiduciary and, when instructed 
management contract, the agent may, with ! 


in writing by the artist not to give informa- 
tion about the artist’s affairs, shall not do 


80, (f) agent shall be equipped to represent 
| the artist ably and intelligently, and that 


= yunt permitted in these regulations), and | 
f 


he has agreed to pay commissions to two 
accents, the Arbitration Tribunal will de- 
— 


he so represent the artist, (2) agent agrees 
to maintain office and telephone, open dur- 
ing all reasonable hours, with representa- 
tive of the agent present and available at 
office during business hour (h) at artist’s 
written request not more than once every 
four weeks, agent shall supply artist with 
inormation in writing as to what efforts he 
has rendered on artist’s behalf within rea- 
sonable preceding time. 


Don Lee network, Mutual’s Coast 
affiliate, signed the AFRA commer- 


cial-sustaining agreement over the| James R. Angell, NBC educational | oak es 
é rings ev j on . . ing 
That brings every major | counselor, on ‘The Future of Educa- | reenter. 


weekend. 
network station in the country un- 
der the agreement, covering all staff 


| and sustaining artists at such outlets. 
With such a sweeping agreement in 
force for the next three years, AFRA 
may now give its entire attention 
|to obtaining contracts for transcrip- 
| tions. That is expected to be fairly 
| soon, after which the union will 
| probably go after the small stations 
lin the key cities and ultimately or- 


ganize the staff artists in the smaller | 


| cities. 

Under the new commercial-sus- 
| taining code the networks agree not 
|to service any station on AFRA’s 
unfair list. That should provide a 
potent weapon in the union's drive 
to obtain contracts from subsidiary 
network stations. Pointed out that 
if AFRA calls a strike against any 
network outlet that refuses to grant 
a contract, the network will be 
barred by the new agreement from 
piping any programs (commercial or 
sustaining) to such a station. 


TOWN HALL’S COURSE 
FOR RADIO DIRECTORS 


New York’s Town Hall has _in- 
cluded this season in its ‘Short 








ily sessions on ‘American Radio and 
How to Use It.’ Opener was held 
'last Thursday (17) with James 
Lawrence Fly, chairman of the FCC, 
{talking on ‘Radio in America To- 
| day.’ 

Course, which includes lectures, 
| panels, demonstrations and discus- 
|sion periods, is billed as ‘intended 
for teachers, program makers and 
radio chairmen of institutions and 
organizations and those who are in- 
terested in working in the field of 
radio education.’ Chairman of the 
course is Arthur E. Bestor, prez of 
the Chautauqua Institution. 

Among the speakers are Julius F. 


on ‘Program Making for American 
| Radio’; John Studebaker, U. S. com- 
| missioner of education, on ‘Radio in 
| Public Schools’; Sterling Fisher of 


CBS on ‘Broadcasts for Classroom | 


Use’; Mme. Olga Samaroff Stokow- 
ski on ‘Future Potentialities of 
| Music Education by Radio’; George 
| Denny, moderator of ‘Town Meet- 
jing of the Air’, on ‘Listening-Dis- 
| cussion Group Participation’; and 


tional Broadcasting’. Finale is a 
i studio visit to Radio City. 
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for Brooklyn Chop Suey 





‘Eight-Year Squabble of the Tenants on 1440 Ke. 
Seems Ended 





The celebrated Brooklyn chop 
suey situation involving WLTH, 
WARD and WBBC was given a dose 
of bicarbonate when the Federal 
Communications Commission grant- 
ed renewals of license for the first 
two transmitters and turned down 
the plea of WBBC to operate during 


hours used by WARD and WLTH. 
Providing another chapter in the 
long and tempestuous story the FCC 
declared that service provided by 
the three stations could not be 
deemed ‘highly meritorious’. Strong- 
ly advised a merger which would 
place the three competing stations 
under one management — with 
| WVFW (now operating separately) 
| included. 

| Headachy progress of the Brook- 
‘lyn transmitters over a period of 
nearly a decade was tracéd in the 
| 18-page decision. During all this 
; time the stations have been rowing 
and bickering over the use of the 








' 


| 
| 


1400 ke freyuency—each one de-| 
Courses for Busy People’, 15 week-} manding at one time or another a 


jlarger slice of the frequency, if not 
| conclusive rights. " 
| Considerable fussing has been 
|done over foreign broadcast policies 
of the Brooklyn stations, which de- 
| vote a large percentage of their 
'time to Yiddish programs, plus Eng- 
i lish, Polish, Italian and some Ger- 
| man. 
|frowned upon the habit of permit- 
|ting foreign-language broadcasts in 
cases where the station management 
|has required the submission of a 
‘purported ‘English transiation’ of 
'the program, taking on faith the as- 
|surances of the announcer that the 


| the language in which it is actually 
presented. The stations also have 
been dog-housed for permitting the 
advertising of various proprietary 
medicines which the FCC and the 
Federal Trade Commission do not 
approve. 

Long History 

| Backing and fiiling first began in 
| 1932, when WLTH, Voice of Brook- 
\lyn, WARD, United States Broad- 
WBBC,' Brooklyn 
Corp., and WVFW, 
| Paramount Broadcasting Co., began 
|their row for increases in operat- 
ing time which, if granted, would 
|have cut one of the quarrelsome 
foursome off the air. During an 


other applicants (including Brook- 
lyn Daily Eagle Broadcasting Co., 
Inc., and Debs Memorial Radio 
Fund, Inc.) jumped into the fray re- 
questing the 1400 kc stripe. 

Scuffle continued from time to 
time until in Feb., 1936, a hearing 
{de novo was ordered, which was 
| held in March and April, 1937. In 
June of the same year, Commish en- 
tered an order granting WBBC re- 
newal of license and granting in 
part its request for modification of 
license, is so far as it requested 
facilities of WARD and WLTH, but 
turning down the plea in so far as it 
requested facilities of WVFW. 
WVFW’s application for renewal of 


Commish particularly _ has. 


| 


; |translation is faithfully followed in | 
| Seebach, program director of WOR, | 


Aug.-Sept. hearing, in 1933, several | 


license was okayed and all other re- | 
| quests were thrown in the ash-can. | 


| Appeals were taken by WLTH and 
| WARD, the Daily Eagle group and 
| Debs Memorial, but the two latter 
| were withdrawn. 

| 

| 


With the Commish order stayed | 


| by the Court of Appeals—as regards 


| WLTH and WARD—the snarl was | 


| tossed back to Washington for 


further proceedings, with the stipu- | 


lation that ‘The Commission and the 


Spartanburg, S. 


program director, succeeding Jack 
| Walters, who goes to Kalamazoo, 
|Mich. Roger A. Shafer is new pro- 
duction manager. Richard Gray, 
| now with WGNC, Gastonia, N. C., 
| comes to WORD late this month. 


| 

| | 
C.—James M.| 
Waldrop has been named WORD | 





other parties in interest agree that 
the status quo will remain until the 
Commission has acted on the re- 
mand’, Subsequently (Oct., 1938) 
temporary papers were issued for 
continued operation of WLTH- 
WARD. 


PLAY 
ALL! 


The Battery!!! 


WWVA 


pitching 


201 
Towns 


catching 



































The roar of throat-weary Cin- 
cinnati fans that raced across 
Crosley Field to mark a well- 
earned 1940 World Series vic- 
tory might well have included 
another achievement. 


WWVA pitched the Gillette play- 
by-play description of the 1940 
baseball classic, and 201 towns 
outside a 50-mile radius of 
Wheeling enthusiastically report- 
caught 
the championship-form delivery. 


These 201 


ed by mail that they 
towns in Eastern 
Ohio, Western Pennsylvania and 
Northern West Virginia repre- 
sent a population of 3,203,640, 
and of course, do not include the 
many towns within our 50-mile 
circle that also “catch” our pro- 


crams. 


Let us pitch your product to 
our thousands of listeners in the | 
thriving Steel and Coal Belt of 
the Nation, who have done a 
fancy job of catching to win 
many a ball game for WWVA 
advertisers. 





53,000 WATTS 
—in the Thriving Steel 
and Coal Belt of the 
Nation ! 


WWVA 


WHEELING, W. VA. 
Ask a John Blair Man 
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c Gentle 


other radio researchers, and are 
causing considerable comment in 
that Schwerin has tackled his prob- 
lem strictly from the psychologist’'s 
viewpoint, and employed methods 
generally used only in college la- 
boratories. 

Most novel to radio—at least so far 
as basic clarity is concerned—is 
Schwerin’s conclusion that any pro- 
gram is a series of connected stimuli 
which create (1) a mood; and (2) a 
channel of thought. In order to keep 
his terminology as concise as possi- 
ble, Schwerin has labeled this inter- 
acting mood-thought process by the 
name ‘Gestalt’—a high brow psycho- 
logical term meaning ‘total aspect.’ 
IKeepeated tests have shown that lis- 
tcners are deeply affecied by the 
intellectual or emotional pattern of 
a radio program (its ‘Gestalt’), and 
frequently react so strongly that 
weeping or laughing are not uncom- 
mon even in public tests. 

At this point the commercial mes- 
save enters like a villain. Says 
Schwerin: ‘Because most commer- 
cials disrupt the listener’s channel 
of thought and mood, listeners as a 
group have become conditioned to 
avoid commercials. An exaggerated 
example will perhaps make the point 
clearer: if every evening upon en- 
tering your home, you kick your dog 
—the dog will soon learn to avoid 
you when you enter. . The-same simas} 
ple psychology applies to the listen- 
er’s reaction to the commercial.’ 


The Rude Swat 


In short, because the commercial 
message often comes like a rude 
swat on the head after the listener 
has been lulled into an emotional 
groove, the message causes such an 
outright disturbance that a goodly 
portion of its value is lost. It fol- 
lows, therefore, that the way to avoid 
such a disturbance is to slip the 
sales message in easily and in the 
emotional tenor of the program. And 
this is what—in a general way— 
Schwerin has recommendéd. Details 
of this formula, however, vary by 
types of programs. Many of them 
cannot be cited here because they 
are now the property of Spector 
clients. 

By way of specific example, how- 
ever, Schwerin’s tests have shown 
that listeners approve highly of the 
subtler Jack Benny (Jell-O) com- | 
mercials, (This is not unique since | 








Young & Rubicam has also been 
experimenting with improvements 


in commercials, and undoubtedly has | 
findings corroborating the Schwerin | 
tests). Martha Dean and Gabriel | 
Heatter similarly drew good listener 
reaction. Schwerin concludes there- | 
fore that listeners would rather be | 
fooled by a commercial which sneaks | 
up on them, than get a sudden jolt by 
one of the knock-down-drag-out 
variety. 

But since mere listening to a com- | 
mercial does not automatically imply 
that the listener will rush out and | 
buy the product, Schwerin’s tests | 
include a second chapter devoted 
to improving the effectiveness of the 
sales message. In this instance the 
commonest villain is confusion with- 
in the message. Many of the com- 
mercials, he found, have such a poor 
pattern that the listener cannot make 
head or tail of it; others present 
Vague ideas and thus lose their 
punch; and still others are composed 
of words with indistinct connota- 
tions, or confusing double-associa- 
tions. Schwerin’s remedies for poor | 
ideas and poor verbiage vary with 
each product and get into a branch 
of psychology called ‘semantics.’ But 
as regards the pattern of commer- 
Cials, Schwerin recommends the 
repetition of an idea over aud over 
again He therefore got many of 
his 2,000 guinea pigs by using studio 
audiences and visitors at WNEW and 
WOR, New York. This unique 
method of getting a sample has per- 
haps only been used on one other 
occasion—by Variery itself in its re- 
cent department store tests. At pres- 
ent Schwerin is using car cards to 
invite interviewees to his 
ences, 

Novel Method 


Also novel to radio is the method 
of measuring listener reactions. Or- 
dinarily questionnaires would be em- 
ployed. Schwerin, however, uses a 
machine developed by Dr. Frank 
Stanton (CBS research director) and 
Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld (director of 
Columbia University’s Office of Ra- 
dio Research). This ingenious gadget 
has two buttons which the listener 
may push to register either a favor- 
able or unfavorable reaction. As 
long as the listener keeps the ‘favor- 
able’ button down, his favorable re- 
action is electrically recorded by a 
Stylus on graph paper. Ditto for the 
‘unfavorable’ button. The marked- 
up graph paper (divided into seconds 


Continued from page 23 


Copy Proven Bes 


al 





and minutes) can then be compared | 
with the script to see what’s what. | 


Parenthetically, it may be noted 
that this machine has lately been 
/perfected to the point where it will 
|register the reactions of numerous 
|listeners at once—the increased or 
|decreased electrical charge 
matically tallying the individual re- 
actions into one total. 

| Schwerin also used about a dozen 
other techniques in his experiments. 
When the results of these methods 
were checked against results from 
the machine, there was such a high 
correlation that the machine is now 
being used almost exclusively. Ad- 
ditionally, much of the data of a 
more technical -nature is being 
studied in conjunction with Lazars- 
feld’s office of Radio Research at 
Columbia University 





St. Louis—Sid Saunders, gabber 
at KMOX for the past four years, 
has tendered resignation, effective 
Nov. 1. Will free lance in Chi- 
cago. 


auto- | 


10 YEARS UNDER WRAPS 





WSPA Perks — WBLJ, Dalton, Ga. 


On Air Nov. 15 





Spartanburg, S. C., Oct. 22. 


| broadcasting permit, 
$20,000 transmitter 
modernize layout. Station, held to 
| daytime ethering 10 years, must wait 
|until construction is completed to 
i} begin night schedule. 

| WBLJ, Dalton, Ga., is set for gala 
formal opening Nov. 15. Owned by 
Mayor Q. R. Hardin, W. V. Williams, 
J. C. H. Wink and Baxter Roach. 
Layout is 250-watter, 1200 k. c. 


will 





Thad Brown’s Practice 





Washington, Oct. 22. 
Thad H. Brown, veteran radio reg- 
ulator whose renomination to the 


Federal Communications Commission 


was yanked back last week because 


'of face-reddening criticism by criti- 


| partment. 


cal senators, will hang out his shin-'| 


gle in Washington and Cleveland in 
association with Corwin Lockwood, 
recently with the Commish law de- 


WSPA, recently granted FCC night 
build | 
and otherwise | 


'NBC Blue Primes Southeast Loop: 


Part of Nationwide Blue Coverage 





| 


Chicago Conference To 
Name Educational ‘Bests’ 


| 





Chicago, Oct. 22. 


Annual awards of merit to indi- 
viduals in the educational-radio cir- 


| cles by the School Broadcast Confer- 


jones will be instituted this year at 
| cago on Dec. 4-5-6. This plan has 
| been organized under the guidance 
'of Harold Kent, chairman both of the 
Chicago Radio Council and of the 
Conference. 

Some 25 members of the advisory 


committee are now voting on their | 


first, second and third choices for 
such awards. There is no limit to 
the eligihjlity of these awards which 
may go to anyone associated with 
, education in radio since the start of 
| the use of radio in classrooms. 


the Conference to be held in Chi- | 


» 





NEC has Philip Merryman, assist- 
ant director of research and develop- 
ment in its station relations depart- 
ment, around the southern area 
working on the expansion of a south- 
| eastern leg for the blue network. It’s 
part of the drive to align nationwide 
coverage for the blue link. 

Sheldon B. Hickox, Jr., manager 
|of the red network division in the 





/same department, has been spending 
'much ot his time in New England in 
connection with the forthcoming 
switcn of WBZ-WBZA to the red’s 
setup. 





Richmond, Va.—Newton Smyth, 
| WRNL announcer, named assistant 
to Mallory Freeman, production 


manager. Takes over new duties im- 
mediately. Tubby Oliver heads 
| WRNL Artists Service. Frances 
| Sutton on the reception desk. 











“The effect of WLW in our 


territory is a vital asset as a 


sales media. We know through 


increased sales, and consumer 


demand that a product broad- 


cast over WLW will effect our 


market. Naturally we check 


and restock carefully to meet 


increased demand of our re- 


tailers, when notice is received 


of product to be advertised 


over WLW.” 


(Signed) Harry A. Slade, Mgr. 


Dayton Economy Drug Co. 


Dayton, Ohio 


Wholesale Druggists 


The Dayton Economy Drug Company travels six 
salesmen in Ohio and Indiana, within a 100-mile 


radius from Dayton. 


confer- | 
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| 
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REPRESENTATIVES: New York—Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. 
Chicago—WLW, 230 N. Michigan Ave. San Francisco—International Radio Sales 
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Striking, and Painful, Contrast Between 


*'THE WISHING WELL’ 
15 Mins.—Locai 
CARSON, PIRIE & SCOTT 
Daily, 8:45 a. m. 
WGN, Chicago 
(Stack-Goble) 


College Professors and Professionals _gtovelty morning program Sy om 


By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


A series of some 40 recordings 
have recently been completed for 
use in 100-odd schools of New York 
State under a money grant from the 
Committee on Scientific Aids to 
Learning, of which Irwin Stewart is 
director. It is believed the series is 
destined to be closely studied and is 
likely to influence future production 
of educational discs for school use. 

Considered as samples of the use 
of entertainment methods for the 
purposes of education, the series im- 
mediately suggest this point to the 
professional (such as VARIETY’s) ear: 
those discs which were made at 
Syracuse and Cornell universities by 
professors tend to be dull, slow and 
pedantic. while in startling and oc- 
casionally painful contrast the re- 
cordings made at a commercial 
radio transcription studio under the 
influence of radio professionals are 
lively. en*rossing and provocative. 

That this slightly invidious com- 
narison cannot be avoided and will 
form the basis for discussion in edu- 
cational circles interested in the use 
of entertainment devices seems 
certain. It was such an obvious walk- 
away for the radio professionals that 
the collece professors will hardly 
risk fiture contrasts of the same 
character. 

Actually the whole project is partly 
an exveriment and for children. En- 
titled to some critical leeway on that 
score, had all the discs been made 
under either campus or show biz 
ausnices and not divided the interest 
would have been more naturally con- 
fined to what was being done rather 
than how. 

Primarily intended for rural New 
York State schools, the discs have 
been produced under the general 
supervision of Effie Bathurst, of the 
State Department of Education, and 
J. C. Morrison. Various writers and 
educators provided material. School 
children in Albany and college per- 
sonnel at Syracuse and Cornell were 
used alone with various pvedants on 
some of the discs, regular AFRA 
actors on others. 


Those of the recordings which béar | 


the imprint of radio professionalism 
were cut at World in New York 
under the direction of Garrett Hol- 
lihan and the general supervision of 
World’s vrogram- chief. Charles 
Gaines. Familiar radio voices recog- 


nized in the showmanship examples | 


included Parker Fennelly, Peggy 
Allenby. Harold Vermilyea, Wilfred 
Lytell. Marilyn Erskine. Marion 
Barney. Carl Frank. Ruth Gates, 
Jackie Jo 


dan, Joe Latham. 


CLAIRE LUCE 
5 Mins. 
BBC, London 

Claire Luce found the radio micro- 
phone old - murder - in-a-steel - box. 
Like more than a few legit gentry 
before her, she came before the 
deadly voice-thrower unprepared to 
make up by throat alone the black- 
out of her personality, her cutie 
tricks, her arched eyebrows. The 
radio was cold, but icy. Scared or 
uncoached, or both, Miss Luce pro- 
ceeded colorlessly and unhappily 
through three numbers as a guest on 
the ‘Saturday Spotlite.’ 

It was pretty embarrassing. 





METROPOLITAN OPERA AUDI- 


TIONS : 
With Wilfred Pelletier, Lilian Taiz, 
John Dudley, Edward Johnson 

| Songs, Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
| SHERWIN-WILLIAMS CO. 
| Sunday, 5 p.m, 
| WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Warwick & Legler) 
With every bit of its past dignity 
‘and aplomb intact, the Metropolitan 
Opera Auditions of the Air was ush- 
ered back on the NBC-red the past 
weekend (20) for its sixth consecu- 
tive season. The routine, which be- 
came congealed years ago, is com- 
pletely bereft of hokum except to 
the extent the politics on who wins, 
as reported, may be trie. The in- 
'troductions are soberly phrased and 
brief, the commercial copy is 
limited to a short announcement 
about the availability of a paint and 
color catalog and the level of vocal 
talent uniformly makes for a pleas- 
ant mood and aural impression. The 
program still rates as a highly ef- 
fective sample of institutional en- 
deavor. 
Edward Johnson, the Met's gen- 
eral manager and chairman of the 
committee of judges for these audi- 
tions, teed off the initial chapter 
with the statement that 18 of the 
past auditioneers have become mem- 
| bers of his bigtime troupe (Sherwin- 
| Wiliams insists upon that!), and 
| some expressions of appreciation for 
ithe NBC radio audience's aid in ef- 
fecting the purchase of the Met 
|property last spring. He also en- 
| gaged in biographical crosschatter 
with the opening program’s two 
| aspirants for Met berths. namely. 
| Lilian Taiz and John Dudley. Like 
| practically all others who do solo- 


jing on this series, Miss Taiz and 
|Dudley have professional back- 
| grounds. Dudley has been in musi- 


cal comedy and was a leading tenor 
with the D’Oyly Carte Opera Co.. 
while Miss Taiz hails from operetta 

For their opening number the pair 
took over a slice of Puccini, the lat- 
ster half of the first act of ‘La Bo- 
heme,’ and gave it plenty of lyrical 
treatment. As a dramatic effort it 
| was somewhat offish. Each also did 
an encore, and the results in lyrical 
output was again tiptop. 

Wilfred Pelletier continues. as 
batonist of the symphony contingent, 
| while Anna Erskine does the script. 
Odec. 


| NAT GONELLA and His Georgians 
| Orchestra 
| Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
BBC, London 
Combination long clicko with the 
younger set and those who like it 
sizzling. Outside dates seem to con- 
| stitute his chosen field, rather than 
|a straight West End booking, where 
| the tempo might burn itself away or 
wear patrons out, Bolstered by the 
| occasional radio date, group keep 
| the interest from waning. 

Setup obviously trades on 
trumpet style, in arrangements and 
breakdown rhythm, and in both the 
brasswork and husky warbling of 
| Gonella himself. Outfit had quite a 
| European we in pre-blitz 

times. Gonella only just got out 

when declaration caught him and 
the boys in Sweden. 
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can sell! Experience shows that they, like 
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Results That Count! 


AND COMPANY 


the | 


stores follows the trail of the give-| 

away with a new twist. With Mary 

Paxton as the good fairy, listeners 

(women) are invited to write and 

ask for anything they wish in the 

store, and if the letter and wish are 
'deemed worthwhile, the wish is 
| granted. Hats, kitchen utensils, 
| furniture, linens, make up the usual 
wishes fulfilled, though somewhere 

along the line the store may decide 

to fulfill a wish for a mink coat or 

a Persian rug, | 

Women are asked to send along 

| their date of birth and, if so, their | 
| wedding anniversary. And doubt-| 
less, the tie there is that with a 

written request and wedding anni- | 

versary and birthday information, | 

the store has beaucoup ammunition 


'to fire up a sale to the husband 
at the proper time. This is a good 
merchandising angle and 


should | 
move goods. | 
Entire program set-up is sharp 
on the merchandising angles, giving 
the store plenty of close communica- | 
tion with the femme buyers of the 
community, and there are many 
ways the store can make use of the 
acquired mailing list along with the 
written desires of these women. 
Mary Paxton handles the ether job 
clean-cut fashion. Has a direct 
speaking voice which is all to the 
sood and which is particularly in- 
teresting because it refuses to go 
eushy and gooev as the ordinary 
femme ether spieler. In addition to 
handing out the giftings, Miss Pax- | 
ton also tosses in three or four sales 
messages On current sales features | 
at the store. In between there is 
some pop music on recordings to | 
round out the 15 minutes. Due to 
earlier commercial commitments the 
Station can’t give the program a set 
neriod across the board at present, | 
but nod doubt this will be straight- | 
ened out in the future. The present 
arrangement, while perhaps a little 
disconcerting. represents no objec- 
tion to the click of this program. 
Gold. 
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: Follow-Up Comment 3 
$60b0bb6bbbbesesebeotes 


Joan Livingston, 
repular assignment to report for 
NBC on Far Eastern situation, dis- 
played a clear, cultured voice and a 
cool, professional mike manner, in 
a four minute summary from Shang- 
hai, on early-evening ‘Newspaper of 
the Air.” Circumstances combined to 
make Miss Livingston’s broadcast 
dramatic. Just as she finished say- 
ing ‘Flash—word has been received |} 
in the studio that the mayor of! 
Shanghai has been assasinated...this | 
may make the situation more tense,’ 
New York cut in. Apparently, tim- | 
ing on China end was not perfect— 
there was not the hot switch to) 
which listeners have been accus-| 
tomed in trans-atlantics. Some static, 
too, but Miss Livingston’s talk was 
understandable. 


+ 


who now has a 





Florence Malone, heroine of count- | 
less housewife hokers, was guest! 
interviewee last Wednesday (16) on 


Nellie tevell’s ‘Meet the Artist’ 
series over NBC blue (WJZ). It was 


a nice session. Script was skillfully 
written and sounded pleasantly cas- 
ual in performance, Miss Malone has 
a warm, friendly personality and, 
naturally, an effortless proficiency | 
before the mike. Script etched in the 
proper atmosphere of show business 
sentiment, told of the actress’ back- | 
ground and wound up with a punchy | 
greasepaint bit of recitation. 





| Fred Allen, concluding a quiz 
;}on whether studio audiences are an 
| asset Or a liability to radio programs, 
| opined it was okay for people to 
attend for purpose of seeing how a 
broadcast is staged but visitors) 
should not expect a specially pre- 
| pared entertainment for them. To 
| protect himself from umbrage, com- 
edian said, ‘I’m escaping throvgh a 
crack in the air conditioning.’ 

Jack Benny proved himself a | 
master comedian as far as radio is 
concerned during last Sunday’s 
Screen Actors Guild show on CBS. | 
The program that he had done for 
Jello in his regular NBC spot just a 
half hour before was in itself a gey- 
ser of laughs but this when com- | 
pared to what happened on the Gulf | 
| Session took on the proportions of a | 
| trickle. The laughs in the Gulf in- | 
|ning came with machine-gun rapid- 
| ity and most of them hit hard at the | 
| listener’s midsector. It was comedy | 
| writing par excellence on the part | 
|of Benny's staffmen, Ed Beloin and 
| Bill Morrow, and with such crack 
| troupers as Edward Arnold, Clau- 
dette Colbert and Basil Rathbone | 
each contributing brilliantly to the 
madwaggery the Guild set a mark 
that it most probably won't be able 
to approach the rest of this season. 
A big pat is likewise due Ernst 
Lubitsch. An ex-comedian (Euro- | 
pean) himself. Lubitsch did a 
| Straight which was responsible for 
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Radio Station 


Representatives 


| perfect blending of script and cast | 


{resulted in a quality of farce of | 
| which any entertainment medium | 
could be proud. 


IMMY DORSEY 
br and Fortune’ with Connie 

Haynes, Frank Sinatra 
Band, Songs 
30 Mins. 

NATURE’S REMEDY 

Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Stack-Goble) 

This program represents NBC's 
first letdown of the bars it put up 
against new laxative accounts five 
years ago, so that whatever results 
that Nature’s Remedy gets out of the 
half hour should be regarded by the 
account, Lewis-Howe, as so much 
velvet. The Tommy Dorsey session 
also serves as another one of Lewis- 
Howe’s devices a la Pot o’ Gold for 
giving away money. 

Giveaway appeal on Dorsey’s show 
involves amateur songwriters. Its 
avowed purpose is to ‘help’ these 
neophytes ‘up the ladder of fame and 
fortune.’ Fortunately for the listen- 
ers the program includes only one 


i sample of this solicited stuff. Stunt’s 


sales bluster is greater than its bite, 
since the amateur entry is but one of 
seven numbers played. 


For the debut occasion the pro- 
gram offered a crowning example of 
a first song success in the case his- 
tory of Ruth Lowe. Heidt also ap- 
peared long enough at this mike to 
assist someone impersonating Miss 
Lowe in repeating her story, heard 
before on the air, as to how she came 
to write ‘I'll Never Smile Again.’ 
Dorsey. publisher of this tune, 
vouchsafed at the tail end of the 
interview that ‘Never Smile’ has sold 
over 400,000 sheet copies and over 
500.000 phonograph records. With 
such inspiration before them, the toll 
of dime-store clerks and _ busboys 
suddenly turning to songwriting 
should be terrific. 

Before an amateur can submit his 
manuscript an entry blank must be 
obtained from a neighborhood drug- 
store or from Lewis-Howe direct. 
No manuscripts are returned. Dorsey 
explained that he and two other or- 
chestra leaders (not named) are the 
ele judges of a manuscript’s worthi- 
ness for the weeklv prizes, namely. 
$100 for the song actually performed 


|on this program and $50 each to the 


two runnersup. The song performed 


'on the onenine program was tagged 


‘I've Got a Restless Spell.’ Dorsey 


cave it. as he usually does all his 
numbers. a craftsmanlike arrange- 
ment and good vocal backing, via 
Connie Haynes and Frank Sinatra. 


In line with the networks’ camnaign | 


to wean listeners away from ASCAP 
musie Dorsey also played ‘Old Black 
Joe.’ 

The advertising copy on Nature’s 
Remedy was heavy but inoffensively 
phrased. The product, it was pointed 
out. is not being offered as a cure-all 
but merely as a laxative help. Also 


included in the sales argument was a | 


money-back offer and the reliability 
angle: viz, Nature’s Remedy has been 
on the market for 50 years. Odec. 


‘HARP’ LAWRENCE 
5 Mins. 
Sunday, 6:30 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Unusual instrumentation lifts this 
one out of the rut. 
on the harp is still rare enough, and 
Lawrence should fit clicko with 
nitery trade, for he dresses his rou- 
tine with attractive patter and per- 
sonality. Airing and style when 
caught was adapted to cine-vaude 


trade performer circuits Variety 
show (22) served to highlight the 


act and it lost nothing in patron 
favor Melodying reveals unusual 


care in arrangements, wisely back- 
grounded by pianoing where rhythm 
is hard to finger on the strings. Law- 


Pop melodying | 


— a 


JOAN BLONDELL 

‘I Want A Divorce’ 

Drama 

30 Mins. 

MUELLER MACARONI 

Friday, 9:30 p.m. 

WOR-MBS, New York 
(Emil Brisacher) 

A creation of the San Francisco 
advertising agency, Emil Brisacher 
this half-hour program combines a 
familiar screen personage, Joan 
Blondell, with an arresting title. 
Either listing in a radio log should 
entice listeners. The program ig 
hooked up on 33 Mutual stations by 
the device of having local sponsors 
faded in and out of the network 
feed. 

‘I Want A Divorce’ is a series of 
individual dramatizations of couples 
who split up too easily and rue the 
decision. In this installment Joan 
Blondell is on the verge of breaking 
up with her hubby, but is deterred 
by her divorcee-sister committing 
suicide. 

It’s good straightaway hoke that 
will please the average not-too- 
critical listener. It gives the local 
sponsors a plausible hitch-hiking 
chance and adds a name to Mutual’s 
schedule, Land. 


‘THIS SMALL TOWN’ 

With Joan Banks, Jay Jostyn, Carl 
Eastman, Eleanor Audiey, Ed Her- 
lihy 

15 Mins. 

PROCTER & GAMBLE 

Daily, 10 a.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

(Compton) 

This P. & G. strip drama for the 
new product Duz (granulated soap) 
is something of an_ experiment. 
Heroine, the wife of a mild, well- 
meaning, but not too alert small- 
town New Englander seems hardly 
likely to win sympathy from the 
great horde of respectably married 
femme dialers. She’s a_ versatile 
babe, having recently returned from 
a q.t. outing with some other man, 
to say nothing of being on the verge 
of becoming involved with one of 
hubby’s friends, the town realtor. 
Hubby, a bit of a dope, doesn’t sus- 
pect a thing—or at least he has given 
no such indication. 

Series, scripted by Leston Huntley, 
is exceedingly slow-paced. All the 
events are underwritten, yet every 
incident is taken as a momentous 
emotionalerisis. Each day’s chapter 
|may consist of merely a casual, but 
terribly intense conversation  be- 
tween Carrie and Russ, possibly over 
| the question of nothing more world- 
shaking of what they have for 
breakfast. Chick Vincent's direction 
has the performance keyed down to 
a deliberate crawl, with every iine 
given emotional overtones and every 
pause drawn to the breaking point. 
It creates a curious blend of tension 
and mawkishness. 

Considering the  ultra-deliberate 
| pace, the playing is excellent. Joan 
| Banks is pliant and expressive as the 
| wayward heroine, playing down the 
heart-throbs but somehow making 
|the character understandable and 
sympathetic. Jay Jostyn catches the 
proper note of stolidity in the hus- 
band, while Carl Eastman and 
Eleanor Audley convince in support- 
ing parts. As usual, there’s nothing 
bashful about Procter & Gamble’s 
commercial announcements, which 
Ed Herlihy reads with the required 
emphasis. Show is produced by Ed- 
win Wolfe (not Ed Wolf Associates) 
as a package for the Compton 
agency. Hobe. 








Fritz Blocki will do the produc- 
tion on ‘Your Dream Has Come 
| True,’ which Quaker Oats debuts on 
the NBC-red Sunday, Oct. 27. Show 























rence should have no. difficulty | Will come out of Chicago, Ruthrauff 
going places. “ |& Ryan is the agency. 
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34 RADIO 


ERPI, in ‘30s, Soured Music Pubs 
On Any ‘Per Use’ ASCAP System; 


Wednesday, October 23, 1949 


National Music Council Awkwardly — 
Situated In Radio-ASCAP Fight . 


VARIETY 
BMI Party for Press 


Broadcast Music, Inc., will give @ 
cocktail party to radio editors and 
the trade press next week and then 
show them around the new project's 








Another Week of Stalemate 


layout. 





While a committee of dance band 
leaders continues its efforts to find a 
basis on which the broadcasting in- 
terests and the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
could open negotiations for a new 


licensing contract, ad agency men 
show themselves less inclined than 
ever to intervene in the 
Latter have decided generally to stay 
out of the situation and carry on 
their musical programs, if possible, 


writers within ASCAP forsee history | 


impasse. | 


up until the end of their time com- | 


mitments. The next step will de- 
pend on what reaction their pro- 
grams, sans ASCAP music, get from 
the listeners. 

The committee named by 


dance | 


leaders to attempt bringing the radio | 


and music factions together met late 
yesterday afternoon (Tues.), with 
ASCAP spokesmen. In the case of 
the meeting with radio’s reps last 
Wednesday (16) only Neville Miller, 


president of the National Association | 
of Broadcasters, and Sidney Kaye, | 


NAB counsel and BMI v.p., were 
present. ASCAP will have at hand 


Gene Buck, John G. Paine, members | 
of the ASCAP radio committee and | 


its board of directors. 

What will likely prove a hopeless 
impediment to any meeting of minds 
between radio and ASCAP is the 
insistence of broadcasting’s spokes- 
men that any agreement must be 


based on a fee only for programs | 


using ASCAP music. The music in- 


repeating itself in the case of radio. 
The latter, they point out, could take 
advantage of a per program arrange- 
ment to build up the value and in- 


other similar competitive publishing State of a 
organizations broadcasting 
elect to set up. | 
Monte Kieban, production chief of | 





tion in a book of radio plays. 





Director Added 
Albany, Oct. 22. 

Broadcast Music, Inc.. New York, | American 
come of Broadcast Music, Inc., or any | has filed a notice with Secretary of | Authors and Publishers over a new 
change in 


might Rosenberg, Goldmark & Colin, New turn out to be the first hot potato 
| York, are the attorneys. 





The change is the addition of T. | 
WOAI, San Antonio, has sold a radio C. Streibert, of WOR, Newark, so| represents over 1,000,000 persons in 
play to Samuel French for publica- | that Mutual can have representa- | this country. 
| tion on BMI'’s board. 


John Paine Has the Floor 








BMI’s press agents have received | 
instructions to refrain from concen- | ; 
trating on an anti-ASCAP job and the National Music Council, which 
instead give their attention to sell- ‘represents every form of music in- 
ing BMI on an affirmative basis. 


Indications have been given that 


| terest in the country, will soon be 
| faced with the issue of taking a 
|stand on the fight between the 
| broadcasting industry and_ the 
Society of Composers, 
directors. | licensing contract. The matter will 
that the Council has had to handle 
| since its organization. 

The Council by its membership 


Even the U. S. gov- 
arnment is represented on its offi- 








Another in the series of exchanges of Views—and Charges—As Between the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters and the American Society of Authors, Composers and 


Publishers. This time ASCAP speaks. 





Editor, VARIETY: 

After reading Neville Miller’s recent 5,000-word in- 
stallment in the Oct. 9 Variety, I am struck by two 
alarming thoughts. The first is the appalling ‘amount 
of words that the N.A.B. and BMI can grind out, and 
the number of bogeys they can conjure up, without 
touching upon the most vital point of all. The second, 
and even more frightening, is the realization that this 
sort of thing can go until doomsday without getting 
one pica nearer to solving the big problem in hand. 

There is only one issue here. The chains don’t want 
to pay. N.A.B. and BMI have issued tons of propa- 
ganda, all designed to conceal the basic fact that the 
chains don’t want to pay. The radio stations have no 


an imaginary $9,000,000, or fairy-tales about all the 
new composers who are going to be created by BMI, 
or any other pipe dreams from the smoking room. 
What they want is music, lots of music, and not just 





plain old kindergarten or mail-order music, but the | 
kind that is delivered consistently by composers like 
Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, Jerome Kern, Oscar Ham- | 
merstein II, Vincent Youmans, Lew Brown, Ray Hen- | 
derson, Hoagy Carmichael, George M. Cohan, Irving 
Caesar, etc., etc., and the firmly established works of 
such past masters as Victor Herbert, John Philip 
Sousa, George Gershwin, Ethelbert Nevin, etc., and the 
standard compositions of Charles Wakefield Cadman, 
Deems Tay'+*. Carrie Jacobs Bond, Fritz Kreisler, and 


cial roster through Harold Spivacke 
chief of the Music division of the 
Library of Congress. The primary 
purpose of the Council is to deal 
with anything which affects * this 
country’s musical life, and intima- 
tions have been given that the radio- 
ASCAP wrangle will on this ground 
be brought out on the Council's 
floor by the process of resolution, 

Among the groups represented in 
the Council are ASCAP, the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
the Standard Music Publishers As- 
sociation, the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association, the Songwriters 
Protective Association, NBC and 
CBS. Davidson Taylor, of CBS, is 
the second v. p., Franklin Dunham, 
of NBC, secretary, and Walter G. 
Douglas, MPPA chairman, the treas- 
urer. Sidney William Wattenberg, 
the Council’s general counsel, is also 
general council for the MPPA. 

Membership also includes educa- 
tors, music clubs and musical in- 
strument manufacturers, and it is 
likely various labor organizations, 
such as the American Federations of 
Musicians and the American Federi- 
tion of Labor will soon enter the 
Council's ranks. 

Meanwhile BMI has released the 
first documented catalog of the works 
within its repertoire. It’s a partial 
list of the tunes belonging to M. M. 
Cole which are to be found in pho- 
nograph records. Most of these are 
hillbilly tunes, but the list includes 
‘Mexicali Rose,’ ‘Big Bass Viol,’ ‘I 
Only Want a Buddy,’ ‘Little Sweet- 
heart of the Ozarks,’ ‘Pretty Quad- 
roon,’ ‘I’m Just Here to Get My Baby 





dustry hes declared itself as un- objections to paying. They always have paid. Now more than 1,100 others in this country alone, to say Out of Jail’ and ‘Strawberry Roan.’ 
equivocably opposed to any such | they are asked to pay less than before. But the chains nothing of about 42,000 in foreign countries. : 
arrangement unless the guarantees don’t want to pay. That’s the issue; let’s not lose it. I said we are going to stick to facts. Factually, then, 


are worthwhile. 
History of ‘Per Use’ 
In taking this stand, music men 


they’ve made promises and ziv d al 
: ne t : p es and Ziven assurances and all ; be 

recall what happened back in the | music controversy. It is time for the N.A.B. and BMI that. But I’m asking for names. | Editor, VaRtety: ; : 

early ’30s, when it permitted Elec- | to discard their own special brand of gymnastic calcu- All right, then; let’s pass up the names and take the Am confidentially informed that 

trical 


Research Products, Inc., to 
change the formula of its contract for 
film synchronization. Under the | 
original contract the film producers 
through ERPI were obligated to pay | 
a fee on all soundtrack music. Later 
the music men agreed to change the 








| The chains don’t want to pay. 
| whole music clearance cost on the stations. 


They want to keep the 
They don’t 
want to pay. 

I think it is about time to get down to earth in this 


lation which produces bloated figures. It is time for 
them to stop pretending they have any altruistic or 
philanthropic intentions toward the composer. It is 


| time for them to start handing out fewer words and 


more music. 


Let’s get at the facts. Not the kind of facts that 
come out of the lively N.A.B. and BMI imaginations, 


what can N.A.B. and BMI offer as a comparable sub- 
stitute for these American works which are to be boy- 
cotted by the chains starting New Year’s Day? I know 





music itself. A good song is a good song, no matter | 
who wrote it, and the BMI has promised that it will | 
deliver good music even if it is by unknown composers. | 
I hate to keep pointing out that a promise is one thing | 
and the actual delivery of the article is another, but | 
it is so important that I’m sure the interested parties | 


Russ Morgan’s Plea 





Cincinnati, Oct. 20. 


Columbia Broadcasting System is 
taking off all remote broadcasting 
dance-bands as step te control non- 
ASCAP music to be played by their 
chain house orchestras. 
Suggest plea for fair 
Variety columns to protect present 


play in 








will bear with me. : : 7 
formula, to the end that the pro-/| but the dictionary kind. A large number of com- When ASCAP says it will provide a constant supply p-enpe libraries related to status of 
ducers paid a flat fee on only such | posers, authors and publishers have voluntarily joined of acceptable new music, that promise is backed up dance-bands who will suffer such 
copyrighted music as they used. Dur- | a society designed to safeguard their interests in par- by the past performances of established writers, These | CBS order. All orchestra leaders 
ing the interim the producers were | ticular and promote the cause of music in general— composers and authors are the best in the world and who attended recent mOSTNES, 
able not only to buy their own music | the two aims go hand in hand. It’s no sin nora viola- they have been delivering consistently, year in and |SPensored by Russ Morgan, should 
firms, but have most of the back- | tion of any law for a group of composers to deal col- year out. So their music can be depended upon arrange similar meetings in all 
ground music scored by their own | lectively. ASCAP doesn’t control all the music in the ; localities where they play. a ti 
men in the studios, with the result | world,*nor does it seek to compel anyone to use its ‘ta? has just received permission from 
that the publishers’ income from film | music exclusively. It believes in freedom of expres- How Many BMI Hits? | Musicians unions in Detroit and Cin- 
rights fell off for the next five years | sion, freedom of selection, and acceptance on merit. But what’s in back of the promise? In all these past |Cimnati to inyite local orchestra 4 
as much as 45%. Publishers and| For compensation, ASCAP is willing to take its months of activity, how many hits has BMI produced? | leaders there to meetings which he 
| chances on a percentage basis, to accept smaller Were these songs in the ‘hit’ class on the basis of pub- | will address to explain summary 
amounts when business is bad as well as higher lic acceptance? How many pieces of sheet music and | Of recent New York meetings show- 
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ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
aan 


amounts when business is good. 


phonograph records did they sell? Ask any music! ing that maestri may be victims of 
| The radio chains, however, are insistent that either dealer. And then ask George Washington Hill how |squeeze play from both sides of 
| ASCAP goes on the air at their terms or ASCAP long he thinks his ‘Hit Parade’ will survive on syn- | controversy, unless settled. 
doesn’t go on the air at all. And, again illustrating the thetic hits. : Paul Specht. 
quality and expanse of their imagination, they are Yes, it’s high time for N.A.B. and BMI and the radio (Personal Representative for 


telling the world that, with their subsidized BMI, they 
can get along without ASCAP music. 

Well, let us see about that. Here we have several 
interested parties—the FCC, the public, the band lead- 
ers, the musicians, the singers, the advertisers, and 
finally those several hundred individual stations who 
have been taken in by the chains with their N.A.B. 


and BMI. 
‘What They Want—’ 


Now, all these parties are interested in just one 
thing. They don’t want trumped-up bugaboos about 


chains to stop kidding. It’s time for them to stop 
evading the real issue. They night be able to get 
away with it if they had only one party to contend 
with. But there’s the band leaders, and the musicians, | 
and the singers, and the individual radio stations, and | 


the advertisers, and the FCC, and finally—above all— | 
THE PUBLIC. 


John G. Paine, | 

General Manager, 

AMERICAN Society or COMPOSERS, 
AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERs. 











Wash. Newspapermen 
Meet Buck of ASCAP, — 


| 
' 
| Toledo, O.—Mary Lucille Roth, | 
formerly of WSPD, Toledo, has | 
joined WAGA, Atlanta, doing wo- 


Russ Morgan). 
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MARTINS 


“TEXACO STAR THEATRE,” 
CBS, WEDNESDAYS, 
9 TO 10 P.M., EST 
ALSO 
“LOUISIANA PURCHASE,” 
Imperial, N. Y. 
Voeal Arrangements and Direction by 
HUGH MARTIN 


Personal Mana 























men’s programs. Both stations are FRED STEELE | | 
aor ° ° operated by the Fort Indust Ce., 9 Rockefell Plaza, New York City | 
AY howmanship Neville Miller of NAB. toieco. ustry Co. |[]? Beate 6d COhambus B-z142 | 






































Washington, Oct. 22. 


WINS LARGER PNUD) Fa, | Tiff between radio and Tin Pan 


e y] | Alley is getting to be a pleasent ex- 
in tie 


perience for newspaper scribes. Both | 
i TE j ; factions in attempting to put over 


their cases have become generous 


hosts. 
A few weeks, ago, handpicked 
Representative 
JON BLAIR The POPULAR: Station 
Salt Lake City 


DON’T MISS | 
PALMOLIVE’S 


STARKING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 
Dedicated to the women of America. | 
The story of a woman who must | 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s child-en. 


politan paper typewriter chauffeurs 
and legmen was cocktailed by Gene 
Buck. Between drinks the American 
Society of Composers, Authors, and 
Publishers version of the contro- 
versy over performing licenses was 
described. 

With approximately 25 on the in- 
vitation list, Neville Miller had filet 
mignon and all the trimmings served 
;up last week te arouse interest in 
‘National Association of Broadcasters 
| reply. - The 'N.A.B. handed out a 












WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M.. EST 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


NBC 


crowd of press association and metro- 





16-page booklet, quoting frequently Di : 
| rom Variety, giving the station and | weer Seen y eee oe Sarees We. 


Managemert ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York 


‘network slant in question and an- 
| Swer style. 
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ALL NON-ASCAP 
REMOTES DEC 1, 
AIR HOPE 


If Broadcast Music Inc., network 
owned music catalog, can gather suf- 
ficient material by Dec. 1 to warrant 
it, the three major networks on that 
date will order that all sustaining 
bands schedule practically entire 
non-ASCAP programs. Currently the 
nets are asking bands to use at least 
three non-ASCAP tunes each half- 
hour broadcast. 


Dec. 1 date is a ful] month before 
the expiration of the present ASCAP- 
Radio agreement, but the nets figure 
that putting pressure on bands to 
schedule almost all BMI or non- 
ASCAP tunes after that date will 
lessen the shock to the listening pub- 
lic when the Jan. 1 deadline for the 
use of ASCAP tunes arrives. 








WOL OPEN ALL NIGHT 


Gives Washington First 24-Hour 
Radio Service 








Washington, Oct. 22. 


WOL, local Mutual outlet managed 
by William B. Dolph, is to give the 
town its first 24-hour service. On 
Monday (28) transmitter will in- 
troduce a four-and-a-half hour 
broadcast, ‘The Dawp Patrol’, which 
will shatter the silence which now 
exists between 2 a. m. and 6:30 a. m. 
which heralds WOL’s daily reopen- 
ing. 

Recordings and transcriptions will 
comprise the bulk of the new pro- | 
gram—which has been described by | 
Dolph as particularly for ‘late re- | 
tirers’. There will be ‘interspersed | 
chit-chat’ from the emcee and tele- 
graphed requests for musical num- 
bers will be honored and ‘specifical- 
ly mentioned on the air’. 
phone requests will be accepted, | 
however. 


| 


MUTUAL’S FIRST 


Copyright Checker Hired by Web 
Because of ASCAP Situation 








Mutual Network has got iiself a/| 
copyright clearance checker in an- | 


ticipation of a break between the 
broadcasting interests and the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers Jan. 1. Mutual has 
not maintained a clearance bureau 
heretofore and the assignment of get- 
ting one started falls to Mrs. Jeanie 
Campbell. 

Mrs. Campbell has been doing 
copyright clearance for the N. Y. 


| 
| World’s Fair, and for five years pre- 


vious to 1939 she had a similar job 
at WHN, N. Y.* Before that she 
checked copyrights at NBC. 


KSL Gives Public Chance 
To Hear Clubwomen Toss 
Around Kid Show Ideas 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 22. 
A roundtable discussion on trends 
in children’s programs was aired 


last week over KSL as a quarter 
hour program. Endeavor was made 
to bring together representatives of 
advertiser, station and the parent 
groups, headed by Irma Felt Bitner, 
educational director of KSL. Others 
taking part in the radio discussion 
were Mrs. M. T. Large, Radio Chair- 
man of the Utah Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, Mrs. H. S. Dittman 
and Miss Bessie Jones. 

Openly criticizing programs—but 
not by name—dealing with crime and 








‘GENE 0’FALLON WRITES 


GREENBERG OF ASCAP 





| Typical of the local stations cur- 

rent attitude toward ASCAP and 
|of the present crop of open letters 
is the one that came last week 
from Gene O'Fallon of KFEL, Den- 

ver. This broadcaster addressed 

ASCAP’s asst. general 
|Herman Greenberg (and the trade 
|at large) at ASCAP’s New York 
' offices saying, in part: 


‘The plain facts of the case are | 


| that we have eliminated practically 
!all ASCAP music from our local 
| program originations since last July 
|25, but there have been some in- 
|stances where it was to our ad- 
vantage to occasionally perform an 
ASCAP composition. Where it has 
suited our convenience, we have 
made such performances of ASCAP 
music which we have a perfect right 
_to do under the terms of our license 
|—a typical instance is on a com- 
| mercial program for a roller skat- 
|ing rink in which we have permit- 
|ted the agency to select the musi- 
cal compositions—the fact that this 
‘rink employs an organist who has 
been in the past, and perhaps may 
be at present, employed as an 
ASCAP spotter for infringements 
may have something to do with the 
| selection of certain ASCAP com- 
| positions for its programs. 

‘We should like to go further and 
explain that we have two purposes 
/in mind in concentrating upon non- 
| ASCAP music in our program origi- 
‘nations. In the first place, we have 
|been informed repeatedly by your 
| Organization that the performance of 
your music by radio broadcasting 


manager 


the solution of it, the concensus of | has been injurious to your music— 
opinion was that the future should | Specifically, that radio has ‘killed 
develop better children’s programs, | Your tunes.’ We still do not acknowl- 
especially those designed for chil-| edge this effect, but we certainly 
dren in particular and with less com- | have no desire to injure your com- 





mercialization. 

Mrs. Edwin C. Lewis, field repre- | 
sentative and vice-chairman of the | 
Radio Council on Children’s pro- 
grams, was present. 





Dale Morgan, who has just com- 
pleted a year on the inquiring mike 


No tele- | for Inland Milling on KSO, has been 


signed by the H. E. Sorenson Co., 
Crosley distributors in Des Moines. 


| positions. 

‘In the second place, our policy 
is giving us the opportunity of ac- 
|quainting our listeners with music 
|} other than that controlled by your 
|society so that they may become 
| familiar with it prior to the expira- 
tion of our ASCAP license, which 
we do not intend to renew because 
your society has consistently refused 
to permit us to purchase any por- 
tion of your service without requir- 


‘Happy Birthday to You’ May Need 
New Theme Song After Jan. 1: 


Blue Gives Show Free Buildup 


| 
. NBC-blue has agreed to give the 
Axton-Fisher show, ‘Happy Birth- 
More WLW Scholarships day to You,’ a seven-week buildup 
on a sustaining basis, starting Nov. 
Cincinnati, Oct. 22. | 22, before the program makes its de- 
| This year WLW increased from 10 but under the banner of Twenty 
to 15 the number of scholarships | Grand cigarets. Spot bought by A-F 
‘awarded young men and women of | is Friday, 9:35-10 p. m. Actual date 
Greater Cincinnati for radio training |°f the program going commercial is 
at the Cincinnati College of Music. | Jan. 3. F 
Recipients were selected last week! Show may run into one difficulty 
| by Joseph Ries, the station’s educa- after the first of the year, and that 
tional director. has to do with its proposed theme 
Scholarships are valued at $100 song, ‘Happy Birthday to You.’ This 

















: , _tune is owned by the publishing house 
| and are for courses © acting, an- 'of Clayton F. Summy, and Summy 
|nouncing, production and sound ef- i. sraliated with the American So- 
a, conducted by WLW staff | ciety of Composers, Authors and. 
CORTES. Publishers. Should the networks fail 
to signature a new licensing agree- 
ment with ASCAP by Jan. 3, the 
'RADIO-FILM FORUM 20 Grand series will have to pick a 
| substitute themer out of the public 
AT FINANCIAL ASS domain, if there is such available, 
*|or get an especially written appro- 
senennteine | priate tune. 
Ft. Wayne, Oct. 22. | 
| Harold Cothrell, conductor of WGL | 
| Dykta, quiz show, is chairman of the | Ben Hoktzmann Leaves 
|radio and motion picture forum at | . 7 
‘the Financial Advertisers association | Cantor to Enter Radio 
,convention, starting Oct. 28 at The | 
|Homestead, Hot Springs, Va. Coth- a4 " 
|rell is assistant cashier of Fort Wayne Production on His Own 
National bank. 


| He has emceed Dykta since its in- | 
| ception three years ago. 








Benjamin F. Holtzrnann, veteran 
p.a. and for almost the past decade 
personal manager for Eddie Cantor, 
has severed his associations with 
| the comedian to go into the radio 
| production business on his own. 








|ing us to pay for the use of your 
|}entire catalog. Probably you have 





the right to dictate the terms upon 
which we can use your product, but 
we don’t see how you can force 


|Holtzmann and Cantor’s relations 
| date back to Ziegfeld shows when 


ng geass _ a | the former (with Nat Dorfman) did 
us to use it if we don't like your | publicity for several legits. Holtz- 


| terms.’ ; ; 

_ ‘We hope you will keep these facts | te olg’ N.Y. Evening Journal 
|in mind in any information you re- (Hearst). 

| lease regarding the musical per- Cantor, meantime, feels his busi- 
formances by KFEL. ‘ness organization can continue to 
Cordially yours, | function as presently set up without 
Gene O'Fallon, KFEL. | adding anybody, at least at this time. 








@ Only WEEI in Boston has the happy combination 
of coverage and programs that builds big markets 


-» a powerful directionalized signal backed by 


the entire CBS schedule, coupled with WEEI’s own 
“made for New England“ local originations. 


Like the bowstring behind an arrow, it’s WEEI’s 
top-notch programming that drives WEEI’s penetrat- 
ing signal straight into the listening habits of near 
and far New England. 


5,000,000 New Englanders live in the 32-county 
market dominated by WEEI program-power. Because 


WEEI is easy to listen to (from every angle) more 
New Englanders tune regularly to WEEI than to any 
other Boston station. 


Advertisers who want to reach the biggest concen- 


tration of people and dollars in New England choose 
WEEI. That’s one reason why this September, WEEI’s 
national spot billings were 714% ahead of last year, 


WEE] coumsia’s FRIENDLY VOICE IN BOSTON 


Operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. Repre- 
sented by Radio sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 
St. Louis, Charlotte, Los Angeles, San Francisco. ®@ 








eer EB 


a 


m 





ID i RA Rpt REI 


f 
; 
' 
; 1 


res 


=f 


ES ree ae sn — es eee 


Varese 


at 











36 


RADIO BUSINESS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 23, 1940 





L. A. Units Up In All Categories; 


Increases Small But Steady 


land is now bankrolling three pro- | 


Los Angeles, Oct. 22. 


Increases were notched in all di- 
visions last week even though the 
upsurge lacked the potency of pre- 
vious weeks. All stations partici- 
pated in the rise, one helping an- 
other that had failed to share in the 
spread of the spoils. KNX picked 
up strongly in national spot to bal- 
ance off a few unit losses elsewhere 
along that front. The sum total 
proved encouraging and augured 
for time premium in the desirable 
locations. 

KNX: Vick’s Va-tro-nal, 130 five- 
minute ‘Oddities in the News,’ 


through Morse International; Wash- | 


ington State Apples, 24 participations 
in Fletcher Wiley combination; Car- 
nation Milk, 312 participations in 
Wiley combo, through Erwin, Wasey; 
Studebaker Champion, 39 quarter- 
hour musical programs, through 
Roche, Williams 


transcriptions, through Pedlar & 
Ryan; Maryland Pharmaceutical, 156 
one-minute announcements, throuzh 
Joseph Katz; 
520 time signals, through Leon Liv- 
ingston; Coast Federal Savings, 312 
participations in Wiley 
through Joseph Katz; Langendorf 
Bakeries, 520 time ‘signals, through 
Leon Livingston; Coast Federal Sav- 
ings, 312 participations in Wiley 
combo, through Roberg Dennis. 

KFI: Bond dog food, 15 partici- 
pations in ‘Notebook’ and Bridge 
Club, through Elwood Robinson; Va- 
pex, 30 
through Small & Seiffer; Allcock Co., 
52 one-minute transcriptions, through 
Small & Seiffer; Beneficial Casualty, 
26 quarter-hour broadcasts of. ‘That’s 
Amazing,’ through Stodel agency; Su- 
preme Bakery, 65 participations in 
‘Notebook,’ through Olian agency; 
Star Outfitting, 156 quarter-hour 
newscasts; through Allied Adv. 

KECA: Beneficial Casualty, 
quarter-hour broadcasts of 
Amazing,’ through Stodel agency; 
Willkie Committee, 13 quarter-hour 
political talks, through Lockwood- 
Shackelford; Kelley Kar, 148 quarter- 
hour newscasts, through Allied Ad- 
vertising; Helms Bakeries, 10 partici- 
pations in Mildred Van program, 
through Martin Allen. 


KHJ: Feenamint, 52 half-hour 
broadcasts of ‘Double Or Nothing,’ 
through William Esty; Frank’s Med- 
ico Pipes, six quarter-hour sports 
programs by Reed Kilpatrick. 
through E. T. Howard; Peter Paul 
chocolates, 13 quarter-hour com- 
mentary by Wythe Williams, through 
Brisacher, Davis; Remington-Rand, 
nine five-minute transcriptions, 
through Franklin Bruck. 

KFWB: Nancy White, 52 quarter- 
hour programs; Kay’s preparations, 
156 quarter-hour programs, through 
Robert Dennis: Sears, Roebuck, 28 
spotss through The Mayers Co.: Dock- 
weiler for District Attorney, six 
quarter-hour political talks. 


26 


f Oct. 19 Compared to Oct. 12 | 
Total 
Units 
24,907 
24,431 
+19% 

KHJ, 


Network 
Units 
11,448 
11,212 
+2.1% 
(included: 


National 
Spot Units 
2,331 
2,278 

+2.3% 


KFI, KFWB, 
KNX) 


Local 
Units 
11,128 
10,941 
+1.7% 
KECA 





Local Units Drop 


20% in Des Moines 
Des Moines, Oct. 22. 


A 20% drop in local biz (after the 
boom of plus 38% last-week) put 
the Des Moines total in the red this 
time. Both web and national spot 
units, however, registered gains. 

Oct. 19 Compared to Oct. 12 
Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

8,310 3,491 3,227 15,028 

8,050 4,404 3,094 15,548 
43.2% —20.7% +4.3% —3.3% 

(included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





Gilette’s Football Games 





Gillette Razor has tied up the | 


Sugar Bowl and Orange Bowl foot- 
ball broadcasts this coming New 
Year’s day. The Sugar Bowl] event 
will be carried over the NBC-blue 


and the Florida game over CBS, | announcements weekly; Roller Derby, | 
NBC-blue will also clear the Rose | through Malcolm-Howard, will take | 


Bowl classic. 
Gillette is also working with Mu- 


tual on underwriting the National| through Presba, Fellers & Pressba, | 


League football finals. 


& Cunnyngham, | 
Procter & Gamble (Dash), 260 quar- | 
ter-hour broadcasts of ‘Kitty Keene’ | 


Langendorf Bakeries, | 


combo, | 


one-minute transcriptions, | 


‘That’s | 





‘Detroit Saturated 
As Season Jells; 
Local Units Help 


Detroit, Oct. 22. 

Gains in all categories continue to 
be recorded here as the full season 
programs shape up and the leveling 
off process nears. Many stations re- 
port that they are coming close to a 
| saturation point. 
| With Michigan marked in recent 
polls as a crux state—the margin be- 
tween the major parties is believed 
to be a narrow one here—there is 
considerable buying of political time, 
accounting for the greatest leap up- 
ward being recorded in local time. 
Diverse local buying helps the pic- 
ture, clothiers continuing to be 
prominent. 

WXYZ: Conn Clothes, one hour, 
Sundays, in addition to regular 
| schedule (the 10 a.m. program, run- 
ning for 26 weeks, will give 15 min- 
utes each to four swing bands). 
Hall Bros., 15 minutes of Tony 
Wons, three times weekly; Demo- 
cratic National Party, .15 minutes, 
| Monday through Friday, two weeks; 
Iiginfritz Nurseries, spot announce- 
ments, four days weekly, four 
| weeks, 

WWJ: Conn Clothes, 15-minute 
| newscast, Sundays, 13 weeks; Moon 
| Brothers Appliances, 15-minute 
| broadcast, Sunday, 13 weeks. 








} 


| Oct. 19 Compared to Oct. 12 | 


|Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

8,980 11,407 5,024 25,411 

8,810 10,930 4,942 24,682 

1+19% +44% 41.7%  +42:9% 

(Included: CKLW, WiBK, WIR, WMEC, 
WWs, WXYZ) 


Politics Peps Balt. 


Baltimore, Oct. 22. 
| Political useage of time sent both 
|network and local classifications up 
|hereabouts last week with 





|in closing weeks of campaign. 


WFBR started a new participating | 


| program this week, titled ‘Club 1270,’ 
|tieing in with stations niche on 1270 
|Kilocycles. Utilizing large public 
'studio for noontime matinee and 
| throwing in all station talent possi- 
|bilities via George Van Dorn’s 
|studio ourchestra, Ray Hall, comic; 
;Gloria Dawn, vocals; The Plainsmen, 
|hillbilly combo and George Fuller, 
jas emcee, 40-minute daily show is 
lattracting studio audience and con- 
|siderable spot participations, 

| WBAL: High Ice Cream, through 
|Courtland Ferguson, 52 announce- 
iments; Vision, Inc. (optometrists), 
{234 announcements via Katherine 
|Mahool; Borden’s Ice Cream (local), 
|312 spots, through Jacob Moses; S. 
| Needle, furrier, 26 announcements; 


|Bata Shoe Co., three spots; Hub De- | 


partment 


Store, three announce- 
|ments through Louis Schecter; 
Chesapeake Cadillac Co., six an- 


|;nouncements; Lord Baltimore Laun- 


|dry, 201 spots; Hansewald’s Bakery, | paign), through J. Walter Thompson | 


|600 announcements, all three placed 
by Brown-Alexander Agency. 











|| Oct. 19 Compared to Oct. 12 
| Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
8,770 4,834 1,940 15,544 
8.670 4,73 2,096 15,504 | 
| +1.2% +2% —7.4% +0.3% 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) ! 


indica- | 


|tions pointing to even more action | : 
| through Craven & Hedrick, Inc., par- 


Now Chicago Knows What Time It s: 


Active St. Louis Breweries 


Continue to Use Radio 
St. Louis, Oct. 22. 

Columbia Brewing Co., through the 

Olian Advertising Agency, has pur- 

chased additional time on KMOX 


grams daily. The new program from 
10:30 to 10:45 p.m. uses Ben Feld 
orchestra, the Harmonettes, a girl's 
warbling trio, and Freddy Begemann, 
a warbler. The suds makers bank- 
roll a 15 mins. transcription program 
each Friday p.m. and the choice 5:45 
spot for commercials preceding the 
daily CBS European roundup. 

The Falstaff Brewing Co., the Brie- 
sedieck Brewing Co. and the Hyde 
Park Breweries, Inc. also are large 
itime buyers on local stations 


N. Y. NET FINE: 
NATL. SPOT 
DITTO 


Network units snapped out of last 
, week's lethargy and chalked up a 
fancy 30% gain for Gotham. Local 
biz remains on the wrong side of the 
ledger, but national spot continues to 
| rise, 














| WHN: Henry Heide, Inc., through | 


Buchanan & Co., Inc., spet announce- 


ments, daily except Sundey, 13-week | 


‘contract, total of 24 station-breaks 
| used weekly; Potter Drug & Chemi- 
‘cal Corp. (Cuticura Soap), through 
‘Atherton & Currier, Inc., participat- 
ing announcements, 46-week con- 
tract: Glama-Pak Co., through Lynn 
Baker Advertising Agency, 13-week 
contract for station-breaks; Commit- 
tee of Democratic Business Men for 
Willkie, through Grady & Wagner 
|Co., 53 station-break announcements; 
| Republican National Committee, 
through J. Walter Thompson, 36 spot 
|announcements; Windsor Palace of 
|New York City, station-break an- 
nouncements; Packard Motor Co., 
through Young & Rubicam, spot an- 
nouncements, six-day contract. 


WMCA: Marlin Firearms, Inc., 


ticipation in ‘Rise and Whine’; Re- 
publican County Committee, direct, 


rally from Madison Square Garden, | 


90-minute program; Dime Savings 


Bank of Brooklyn, through Austin | 
| Advertising Agency, five five-minute | 


periods for 13 weeks; Marks Broth- 
ers, through Acorn Agency, nine 
broadcasts; Martin W. Littleton, di- 


rect, political broadcast; Roxy Thea- | 


tre, through Kayton-Spiero Co., eight 
|announcements; Continental Baking 
Co., through Bentn & Bowles, 26 an- 
nouncements. 

WNEW: Theobold Industries, Inc., 
direct, ‘Start the Day Right,’ quar- 
ter-hour program, three times week- 


ly; Lester Piano Co., through P. R. | 


Menfre, ‘Kay Reed—At the Piano,’ 
quarter-hour program, Monday 
through Saturday; Roxy Theatre 
and/or 20th Century-Fox Film Corp., 
| through Kayton-Spiero Co., eight an- 
nouncements, three days; Republican 
| National Committee (Willkie cam- 


Co., 84 announcements, 
+) Oct. 19 Compared to Oct. 12 | 








Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

| 195 11,067 7,857 19,119 

150 11,181 7,487 18,818 

+-30% —1% +4.9% +1.6% 
(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 


WQXR) 





Chicago, Oct. 22. 


ticularly big demand for time sig- 
nals. Stations are giving time an- 
| nouncements to listeners at increas- 
|ingly frequent intervals in order to 
| Satisfy the commercial demands. 

WBBM last week signatured con- 


| ditional trio of sponsors. Standard 


|Oil of Indiana, through McCann- 
|Erickson, has taken a series of 12 


a single announcement daily for five 
| weeks; Pure Milk Assn. of Chicago, 


; set for four announcements weekly. 


itracts for time signals with an ad-| 


+, Sponsors Buy More and More Signals 


WJJD: Mission Bell Wines, seven 


7 Flock of announcements are com- | announcements weekly for 52 weeks, | 
jing in on all stations, with a par- 


| through Schwimmer & Scott; Com- 
| pagnie Parisienne, Inc., five minutes 
|daily, Monday through Saturday, 
| through Northwest Advertising; Kass 
|Clothing Co. 18 announcements 
| weekly for 13 weeks, through Weiss 


| 


| agency. 





| Oct. 19 Compared to Oct. 12. | 
Network Local National Total 





Units Units Spot Units Units 
9.740 5,940 11,220 26,900 
9,710 5,935 11,011 26,656 
| +0.38% --* +18% +-0.9% 


* No change. 
| (Included: WBBM, 
WJJID, 


WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WLS, WMAQ) 


_-_ = 


Important National Spot Accounts 
| Placed Last Week 


| (According to Reports from VARIETY’S ‘Radio 


Market 





Cities’ ) 


Account Agency Time Purchases 
Balto Dog Fuod.....-...++e00 ek ree Participations 
Baume Bengue...........+ ... Wm. Esty..Weather reports, Announcements 
Beaumont Laboratories..... pale SEs MESS eee eeeereeees Announcements 
Beech-Nut Packing.......... . Newell-Emmett...........005- Chain breaks 
Blue Ribbon Books........... POOP TWONS BBG. occ nes ccceses --.5-Min Spots 
Breakfast Club Coffee........ Lockwood-Shackelford............ % Hours 
Cc. A. Briggs (H-B “Cough 

b  — BRIB) a vivcccccecsccccccnes Horton-Noyes ....... ;-++++-Announcements 
Dr. Caldwell’s Syrup of Pep- 

SE cncduue sMaeneaes ts ouns Sherman & Marquette...... Announcements 

California Wine Co........ ae... eee Announcements 
| Campbell Cereal Co..........H. W. Kastor...........0++. Announcements 
| Chelsea Cigarettes............ Warwick & Legler............ Participations 
Compaigne Parisienne........ Pee NE : TONED. 60.2 vc cccsncees 5-Min Spots 
Del Monte Coffce..........6- McCann-Erickson ......... ...Participations 
eee eee S. Beis GOES: occ sccisecs 1-Min. Spots 
, Duncan Coffee Co............ BAeGRD BG ic ccc ccccvcccvcecceesccesces Spots 
| J. H. Filbert (Oleo margarine 

and mayonnaise)........... Courtland Ferguson........ Announcements 
Peter Fox Brewing........... Schwimmer & Scott........ Football review 
Gebharat’s Chili Powder...... Ns 55% 50s 40 endees Ann ‘uncements 
General Mills (Wheaties)..... WO noc cus hos oes OKC eS OS 1% Hours 
Grove Laboratories........... J. Walter Thompson......... Participations, 

Newscasts 
Guaranty Union Life......... Rae ere epee Serene % Hours 
Honor Brand Frozen Foods... Hillman-Shane ..........++++- Participations 
Industrial Trainins Co........ SeOn Te. DAMS. 00 6'0cces a0 ...-0-Min. Spots 
| Knox Co. (Cystex)........... Bes GH, Th ohn 6 ks sees sacdvees Newscasts 
Lamont, Corliss (Danya 
—_" ae Se Eel See J. Walter Thompson.......... Participations 
ee ne cere re .) a Ne AA peer Announcements 
OT '* SPR rer err ree re BU. ss Ri owe a enevewnes Chain breaks 
| McIlhenny Co. (Tobasco 

NE isin Cada caralive.s .... Aubrey, Moore & Wallace.............Spots 
Marlin Firearms (Razor 

ST Ore ree: Pemre ....craven & Hendrick....... peawensace pow 
Maryland Pharmaceutical 

CO Oe TROP ce ceccdoens aS ih reece er sare rer re .... Spots 

SS ee Aa eee Erwin, Wasey....... 5-Min. Spots, Announce- 
ments, Weather reports 
North American Accident Ins...Franklin Bruck.............. 1%4-Hour News 
Ce PU ooo nce caee oa} ves Presba, Fellers & Presba. .,...Participations 
Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer...... Tord & THemMas.. .« so ieexex Hockey Games 
Packard Motors. ......<ccseses Young & Rubicam......... Announcements 
Pacquin’s Hand Cream!...... WP, BET + ccadcvcedastustee Announcements 
ae ne er Pekan! Di. DOOUS. 6600 esd 04 000cr es 14 Hours 
PO SIN Ss oes cGowsaneveed es Be Roe oe kcseesetasbads +5 Participations 
Railway Express Agency...... Caples CO... veccccccaneses ARBOURCEMENS 
OMG WIE. 6 oko (owes sdcaw ccc Bt ASSOCIATES 6ssvsccscnsece 14 Hours 
PROtUPE IEE MERE oo 6:5 00.0 6d neue eben Hillman-Shane ........... ...Participations 
sruageparer Corp... ...ccseves Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham,...% Hours 
Tea Garden Products.........Brisacher, Davis......... .....4% Hours 
WRONNOTE Eihcksdesa es Verececnss PROPOR. Be hs sacks spon’ Participations 
| Westinghouse Electric & Mfg...Fuller & Smith & Ross........ 104Min, Spots 
White Labs (Chooz).....cces. , & Be oA Aer rere rrr Spots 
| Wincharger Corp..... Pr eee jtectenseaces --..% Hours 





| DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 


TIME LAST WEEK 





| Store 


| Emporium-Capwell Co 


City 


| O’Neill’s Dept. Store 


SAN ANTONIO. OFF 
IN TWO CATEGORIES 


San Antonio, Oct. 22. 








Network units maintained a per- 
fect balance here this week despite | 
|departure of sports, but both local 
land national spot showed a loss. 
| WOAI: W. A. Sheaffer Pen Co., 
through Russel M. Seeds, three an- 
jnouncements per week for one year; 
Knowlteb Creamery, through Coul- 
ter - Meuller - Grinstead, one an- | 
nouncement per day for one year; | 
Farnsworth Television and Radio 
|Co., through N. W. Ayer, 16 chain- | 
break announcements, Oct. 15 to Oct. | 
|26; Kit Kat Club, one announcement | 
per week, direct; Texas Shade and 
Blind Co., two announcements per | 
week for 26 weeks, direct; Lever 
Bros. (Rinsol), through Ruthrauff & | 
Ryan, transcribed 30-minute ‘Big 
|Town’ drama starring Edward G. 
| Robinson, 
| KABC: Announcement for B. Le- 
ivine Fire Sale, direct; San Antonio 
Florist Association, announcements; 
quarter-hour studio program for 
Plaza Hotel Beauty Shop. Opening 
of the Little Theatre season will be 
carried next week; remote broadcast 
at local dog show also was carried) 


| Oct. 19 Compared to Oct. 12 | 








|Network Local National Total | 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
6,694 7,997 1,240 15,931 | 
6,691 8,458 1,290 16,439 | 
o-.* —55% —39%  —3.1% | 





* No change. 
(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, KTSA, 
WOAI) 





KFRO at Yam Yamboree 


atre, 


|ephone Co., 





Longview, Texas, Oct. 22. 
KFRO, here brought to East Texas 
listeners the Old Fiddlers Contest | 
which was one of the main events | 
of the Yam Yamboree, held at Gil- | 
imer, Texas before 5,000 spectators. | 





Time Purchases 


San Francisc0...ccccccccsesesseseees Spots 
Hochschild-Kohn Dept. Store... Baltimore 
Baltimore 


eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeee ... Spots 


Salt Lake City 
Web-Local Units 
Fine; Spot Off 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 22. 

Business in Salt Lake continues to 
hold its own and even show a slight 
gain over the preceding weeks. All 
stations are carrying a heavy politi- 
cal schedule, both national and local. 
KSL noticed particularly an upbeat 
on local business, partly due, they 
feel, to promotional activity on re- 
cent sponsored programs. Two prom- 
inent window displays have been set 
up on Sait Lake’s principal business 
thoroughfare. 

KDYL: Musterole, through Erwin, 
Wasey & Co., 130 announcements; 
duPont (Zerex), through, BBD & O, 
10 tie-ins for ‘Cavalcade of America’; 
Baume Bengue, through Wm. Esty 
& Co., 250 announceemnts; Lake The- 
52 50-word announcements; 
Grace Hawk Shop, 26 100-word an- 
nouncements; Madson’s Quality Mink 
Farm, 13 100-word announ: ts; 
Hotel Newhouse, 26 50-word 
nouncements; Highland Furniture, 
20 tie-in announcements; Paramount 
Photo Studio, 13 participations on 
‘Inquiring Reporter’; Pilot Cafe, 138 








me! 


ane- 


/50-word spots. 
| 


KSL: Morning Milk Co., 100 quar- 
ter-hour shows; Mountain States Tel- 
one-minute spot an- 
nouncements, 26 times; Americal 
Railway Express, through Caples Co., 
35 one-minute spots; Shaefer Pen 
Co., through Russel M. Seeds Co., 260 








50-word announcements; Rancho 
Soups, through Lord & Thomas, one- 
minute spot announcements, 69 
times. 
| Oct. 19 Compared to Oct. 12 | 
Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,954 2,644 603 11,201 
7,651 2,547 617 10,815 
+4% 4+38% --—2.3% +-3.6% 
(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 
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D LONGER AR 
MISOING BIZ 


Evidence ig accumulating, and 
fairly rapidly, that the local depart- 
ment store, as such, is giving in to 
radio solicitation. It is believed that 
this represents a victory not so much 
for persistence on the part of radio 
salesmen as recent improvement in 
the ‘approach’ to the merchants and 
a recognition that radio must con- 


fine itself to plausible and limited 
claims. Not to supplant but to sup- 
plement newspaper copy is the ob- 
viously intelligent ‘line’ for the home 
town broadcaster to follow. 


During the past year VAriery has 
played a conspicuous part in further- 
ing the strategy against the hard- 
boiled department stores. Starting 
as far back as 1938 this publication 
riveted trade attention on the sub- 
ject through a series of special ar- 
ticles in its ‘Bureau of Missing Busi- 
ness.” Innumerable requests for re- 
prints of various Variety were evi- 
dence of the great interest in depart- 
ment stores taken by radio stations. | 
Dozens of quotations have followed 
various Varigery articles, notably in 
January with Varigry’s exclusive re- 
port in detail of a national Retail 
Drygoods Assn. Symposium on the 
subject and later, in July, with an 
original bit of research conducted 
by Variety at its own expense and 
designed to help organize and sup- 
port local solicitation. 

It wil be noted that in the last 
several weeks these radio markets 
reports have listed a dozen-odd local 
department stores now doing busi- 
ness with stations. This is highly 
significant. The ice jam seems to 
have finally been successfully dyna- 
mited and the department store con- 
tracts are threatening to come in 
like a spring fresnet. The ‘Bureau 
of Missing Business’ 
conviction of having helped a once 
downhearted radio team to score 
impressive yardage against a tough 
team. 





Actually, however, it is worth re- 
calling that department stores while 


radio holdouts for the past decade 
were among the very first to use 


radio advertising back in the early 
twenties. It seems fairly clear that 
over-claiming and _ under-thinking 
lost them to the medium and that 
under-claiming and smart-thinking 
now are bringing them back. 
‘Pointing with Pride’ 

Perhaps Variety will be excused 
for quoting some letters from broad- 
casters during 1940 that suggest the 
imagination-challenging, action-be- 
stirring nature of the various articles 
on the subject carried by this paper. 
For example: 

Gene Moser, salesman, KCRC, 
Enid, Okla, (Feb. 26, 1940)—‘Your 
article on department stores and 
radio has been of considerable value 
to us in selling our local department 
store merchants...may we congra- 
tulate you again...’ 

Bob MacKenzie, manager, WCMI, 


Ashland, Ky. (March 3, 1940)—'I 
need four copies of your Jan. 24th 
issue with the story on ‘Department 


Stores 


and Radio’...let me con- 
gratulate you for the contributions 
of Variety to the merchandising 


side of radio. It is a service which 
the industry has felt a sore need of.’ 

R. L. Zealy, commercial manager, 
WGBR, Goldsboro, N. Car. (March 
20, 1940)—-‘We would like very much 
to have four reprints of that article 
which appeared on page 30 of the 
Jan. 24th issue.’ 

E. M. Focte, Harold Chamberlin 
Associates, St, Paul (March 14, 1940) 


—‘We would like reprints of your | 


‘Department Stores and Radio’ 

J. R. Heath, commercial manager, 
KTAR, Phoenix, Ariz. (March 14, 
1940)—'Please send us ten reprints 
of your article on department stores 
and radio’. 

J. E. Campeau, managing director, 
CKLW, Windsor-Detroit (March i2, 
1940)—‘May I please have another 
copy of the Jan. 24th issue about 
the department stores?’ 

Harold Thomas, owner, WISE, 
Asheville, N. Car. (March 9, 1940)— 








ADDED STARTERS 





‘I Want a Divorce’ Sets Local Tie-In 


Sponsorships 





New sponsors for ‘I Want a Di- 
voree,’ co-operative dramatic show 
over Mutual, include Shefford cheese 
(WGN, Chicago), Holmes bakery 
(WOL. Washington), Vess beverages 
(KWK, St. Louis), Acme brewing 
(KGMB, Honolulu), Warrens, Inc 
(KVOX, Fargo, N. D.; WLOL, Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul; KATE, Albert Lea, 
Minn.; KWNO, Winona, Minn.; 
KGDE, Fergus Falls, Minn.). 


C. F. Mueller macaroni is bank- | 


rolling it over WOR, New York. 





FOOTBALL BIG 


STUFF THIS YR. 
IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 22. 
The Automobile Club of Michigan 














has sliced itself a double portion of) 
| football airing and, at this point in 


mid-season, looks like it might come | 
jup with two of the country’s un- 
defeated teams. With plenty of) 
sponsorship for football in these 
parts, 
in the country and selling its mem- 
bership and insurance via ethering, 
reached into the grab bag and came 
up with University of Michigan and 
University of Detroit, both of which 


|have started to roll up impressive 


is happy in the! 


records and pile up an extensive 
following. 

In these parts, there are four 
major teams with air sponsors and 
four stations whacking up the broad- 
casts. Ford Motor Dealers picked the 


local pro team, the Detroit Lions, | 
which Harry Wismer follows over 
WJR. So far the team hasn’t been 
too hot. The Oldsmobile dealers | 
are backing the airing of the Michi- 
gan State College games coming 
over WKAR, the college station, in 


This team also has taken 
including a defeat by 


Lansing. 
it on the chin, 
U. of M. 

But both of the Auto Club’s 
with backs who are getting early 
nomination for All-American honors, 
have been rolling along with a series 
of wins and a good chance of com- 
ing through undefeated. This has 
meant an impressive following for 
both here in a city rated as close 
to the top in sporis Auto 
Club’s U. of D. broadcast goes 
through WMBC which also picks 
up an added sponsor in Schmidt 
Brewing buying of pre-game nif- 
naw. It’s U. 
v.a WWJ which also gets extra foot- 
ball buyiug with Harry Sufferin, 
clothiers, sponsoring a half-hour pro- 
gram of ‘Fanfare,’ mingling of music 
and sports, just before the game 
hits the ether. WJR also carries U. 
of M. games, unsporsored, but with 
half-hour pre-game program by 
Gatley’s department store. 

But in picking off two of those 
rare things these football days—un- 


san 4 . . 
interest. 


defeated teams—the Auto Club has 
pulled a trick any sponsor would be 
glad to achieve once. 


Ct. Interpreter on WBBC 


Curtis Adler, official interpreter 
of the surrogate’s Court, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., has a program entitled ‘What’s 
In A Name’ every Tuesday morn- 
ing at 8:45 a.m. on WBBC, Brook- 
lyn. 

It's concerned with origins of 


people’s names. 





‘Please send us two more copies of 
the department store” issue.’ 


| shop, 


the Automobile Club, largest | 





FRISCO SPOT UP 


97%; LOCAL 
UNITS OK 


San Francisco, Oct. 22. 

Novel 52-week program arranged 
by the Frisco Stock Exchange with 
a new sponsor every week, inaug- 
urated on KPO Friday (18) with 
party in offices of Al Nelson, NBC 
chieftain, attended by bigwigs from 
financial district, corporation heads, 
agency reps, etc, 

Initial shot sponsored by Union 
Oil, with Pacific Lighting Corp. next 
on list. Entitled ‘This Enterprising 
West,’ series tells history of spon- 
soring company, tale being narrated 
by John B. Hughes backed by dra- 
matic cast and ork. Different agency 
likewise figures in picture each 
week. Actually, each show is a 
one-timer for the sponsor but group- 
ing in series gives continuity. 

KROW capitalized on football, sell- 
ing 30-minute score-card to an Oak- 
land cocktail lounge at 5 p.m. Satur- 
days. Hook is sponsor’s offer to 
supply further scores by phone after 
|'program ends. Same station also 
has signed McCauley’s, swank men’s 
for half-hour Friday night 
gridcast from Claremont Hotel, U. C. 
collegiate hangout, with Phil Ray 





| doing pigskin quiz from dance floor, 


teams, | 


of M. games are aired | 


Ronald P. Taylor, Smith, Hoffman | 


& Smith agency, Pittsburgh (March 
9, 1940) —‘We wonder if you will be 
good enough to send us some re- 


|prints or tearsheets of this article 


which will have application § to 
several of our accounts.’ 
Walter J. Rothschild, 
manager, WTAD, Quincy, Ill. (July 
6, 1940)—‘Congratulations on your 
department store tests on page 39 
_. would it be possible to obtain ten 
additional copies? We will appre- 
/ciate it very much.’ 


commercial 


plus interviews with grid heroes. 
Prestige show inaugurated by 
KYA is cashing in on listener-in- 
terest in heavily publicized opera 
season. Regular 11 am. to noon 
concert hour has been turned over 
to music from opera, and extra 15 | 
minutes tacked on ahead during 
which Al Zitcer interviews opera 
personalities. 
with free tickets for best answer to 


query, ‘What does opera mean to 
me?’ Mail-draw will be used as} 
sales argument. 

KPO: ‘This Entérprising West,’ 
new sponsor and agency weekly, 52 
weeks; Standard Oii of California, 
through McCann-Erickson, 154 time 


signals; Beaumont 
St. Louis (4-Way Cold Tablets), 
through H. W. Kastor & Sons, Chi- 
cago, 100 spots; Lever Bros. (Rinso), 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, half- 
hour weekly, 52 weeks, ‘Our Town’; 
Denalan Co. (dental products), 
through Rufus Rhoades, 13 Sunday 
spots; Lehn & Fink (Hinds cream), 
through William Esty, 70 spots; Piso 
Co. (cough syrup), through Lake- 
Spiro-Sherman, Memphis, 17 spots; 
Challenge Creamery, through Bri- 
sacher, Davis, half-hour weekly, 52 
weeks (renewal) ‘American Chal- 
lenge.’ 

KGO: Stoneson Co., builders, 
through F. L. Newton, 26 Sunday 
spots; E. Fougera & Co. (Vapex), 
through Small & Seiffer, New York, 
39 spots; Catspaw Rubber Co. 
(heels), through S. A. Levyne, Bal- 
timore, 10 spots. 

KFRC: Thompson & 
Philco Radios, through 
son agency, 60 spots; Gardner 
ery Co., through Northwest 
Advertising, six 5-minute spots; 
thern Pacific Co., through Lord & 
Thomas, five one-minute spots. 

KROW: Drs. A. R. Reinke and A. 
Sutton Nichols, trists, direct, 
quarter-hour weekly, ‘Learn 
ee’: McCaul ey’s, men’ 


Holmes, for 
John B. Par- 
Nurs- 
Radio 


optome 
ing to 
S shop, direct, 
half-hour wee , ‘Football Frolic 
Tiny Heller, direct, 
half hour weekly, ‘Fo Scores.’ 
Oct. 12 | 
Network National Total 
Units Spot Units UWnits 
11,080 4,096 2,132 "17,308 
10.760 3.857 1,962 16,579 
+3% + 6.2% +3.7% 44% 
(Included KFRC KGO, KPO, 


KSFO) 


Takes All R. T. Mason’s Time 
Mario, O., Oct. 22. 
Mason is now devoting 
of president and 
the Marion 


coc cktail lounge, 
 b | 
itball 


19 Compared to Oct. 
Local 
Units 


KIB 


Robert T. 
full time to job 
general manager of 
Preadcasting Co. 
struction permit from the Federal | 
Communications Commission for a 
new 250-watt station which plans to 
begin broadcasting about Dec. 1. 

Mason resigned from the circula- 
tion administrative staff of ‘News- 
week’ because of the press of his 
radio duties. 


Airs six days weekly | 


Laboratories of | 


Sou- | 


which holds a con- | 


UNTIL CONCEDED 


Sponsored Election Returns Start 
At 9:45 P. M. On WFIL 








Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 

Ford Motor Co., dealers of Philly 
and vicinity, will bankroll the 
broadcast of election returns over 
WFIL. The deal was set Saturday 
through the McCann - Erickson 
agency. 

Returns will be aired from 9:45 
P, M. until either side concedes. 
Direct lines will be run from the 
Democratic and G.O.P. headquarters 
here, the International News office 
and the city room of the Philly 
Record, supplemented by man-on- 
the-street broadcasts, 





IN 30 OR MORE 
MARKETS 


Lorillard has stepped out with an- 
other substantial spot campaign, this 
time with its Sensation cig brand. 
Account is figuring on using 30 to 35 
markets and the task of lining up 





agency, 

Some of the business will go local | 
live programs, 
placements will probably be trans- 





case of the Old Gold campaign. 
| Transamerican has auditioned a pros- 
| pective program for the account and 
| if this one is accepted the schedule 
| of discs will be on the basis of two 
15-minuters a week. 


DENVER CHIRPING 
KFEL Lands Am, Bird Prods.—_KOA 
Gets Ford Football 
Denver, Oct. 22. 

KFEL copped the big sale of the 
| week with 156 quarter-hours to the 
| American Bird Products, Inc.; KOA 
sold three football games to Ford 
dealers and 72 half-hours to Rainbo 
Bread. 

KFEL: American Bird Products, 
through Weston-Barnett agency, 156 
quarter hours, three a weex«, one 
year; Paper Pastry Place, four 10- 
|minute programs, one a week; an- 
‘'nouncements for L. Muller’s Band- 
box Cleaners and Dyers, Wells, Lit- 
tlefield Co., A & A Coal Co., Brown 
Battery and Electric Co., Geo. A. 
Beverly Grocery, A-1 Cleaners, B & 
D Market, Consumers Fuel Co., 
Tommy Thomas Service Station and 
| Burns Motor Co. 

KOA: Rainbo Bread Co., 
hour, daily except Sunday; Denver 
Ford Dealers, through McCann- 
Erickson, three football games: May 
Co., through Tagro agency, two 
quarter hours; Daniels & Fishers 
Stores Co., 10 announcements: Al- 
trusa Club, through Alberta Pike, 12 
spots; Denver Auto Show, six spots: 
Mountain States Tel. & Tel. Co., 25 
} announcements; Standard Oil Co. of 
Indiana, through McCann-Erickson, 





72 half- 


26 ansouncements; Amter’s Store, 
through Raymond Keane, three 
spots; Ford Motor Co., through Mcec- 
Cann-Erickson, seven spots: Mantle 
Lamp Co., through Presba, Fellers & 
Presba, 13 quarter-hour transcrip- 
tions, ‘Smilin’ Ed McConnell.’ 

KL: Republican State Central 
Committee, through Ball & David- 
son, five quarter hours: Vick Chem- 
ical Co., through Morse Interna- 
tional, 48 announcements: Demo- 
cratic State Central Committee, 


through Conner agency, three quar- 
| ter hours; H. A. Thompson, Trus- 


DEPT. STORES NOW CORDIAL 


GARSON, PIRIE CO. 
GAGE IN POINT 


Chicago, Oct. 22. 

The Carson Pirie Scott department 
store is possibl:' making local and 
perhaps industry-wide history with 
a new program called ‘The Wishing 
Well’ (see radio reviews this issue) 
which is heard three times a week at 
9 am. over WGN. What makes the 
program significant is that it has all 
the ‘hooks’ so dear to merchandizers. 








SENSATION CIGS 


|ance during the past year. 


It’s a direct hit technique with the 
housewives as target. There is also 
a spectacular idea calculated to in- 
spire word-of-mouth comment, a 
valuable consideration to a depart- 
ment store. Finally the show is in- 
expensive having a minimum outlay 
for talent. Its example and its suc- 
cess (presumed) wiil no doubt have 
a national influence and is sure to be 
discussed wherever drygoods retail- 
ers foregather. 
° Characteristic 

That Stack-Goble would choose a 
semi give-away series for Carson, 
Pirie Scott is directly in line with 
this agency’s major radio perform- 
During 
this interval S-G has produced four 
audience participation and _  give- 





but most of the | Energine); 


away stanzas, which (percentage- 


stations and programs is now in the | wise) just about makes it tops in 
hands of the Lennen & Mitchell | the quiz-contest line. These network 


| shows were: Pot o’ Gold (for Tums); 
What Would You Have Done? (for 
Battle of the Sexes (for 


Molle); and Spelling Bee (also for 


criptions, as happened in the recent | | Energine). 


It’s interesting to note how.the one 
outright give-away program among 
these four—that is, Pot o’ Gold-» 
fared by income groups. Taking the 
annual C, A. B. ratings and calling 
the Pot o’ Gold average 100, then 


| this stanza would be assigned an in- 
;dex number of 97 for the upper in- 


| tee, through Cusack agency, four | 
|spots; Purity Creamery, 13 an-| 
nouncements; May Co., one spot; 
Musterole Co. through Erwin, 
| Wasey, announcements: W. A. Shaef- 
fer Pen Co., through Russell Seeds, 
| 260 announcements. 
Oct. 19 Compared to | Oct. 2 
| Network Local. National _ Total 
Units Units Spot Units Wnits 
| 8,385 5,381 1,718 15,484 
8,140 4,409 1,557 14,106 
+3% +22% +10.3% +9.8% 
(Included: KFEI.. KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


come groups, 112 for the middle ine 
come groups, and 96 for the lower 
income levels. Granting that the 
C. A. B. must have had much diffi- 
cuity rating this show (because only 
telephone-owners could win a prize), 
nevertheless it’s noteworthy that 
percentagewise the high income lev- 
els were just as interested in the 
stanza as the low income levels. The 
middle class, meantime, showed the 
greatest interest of all. 

Perhaps, figuring on this basis, 
S-G has the idea that a give-away 
is swell for a department store. If 
the Pot o’ Gold income pattern can 
be repeated, then Carson, Pirie Scott 
would get about equal interest among 
the high income groups and the low 
income groups. And the great mid- 


dle class would show the heftiest 
draw of all. Maybe that’s about 
what Carson, Pirie Scott wants. 


At any rate, the stanza is note- 
worthy in that it incorporates at 
least some kind of mental strategy 
on the part of the store and its 
agency. It will undoubtedly be fol- 
lowed with avid interest by broad- 
casters eager to get at department 
store appropriations, 


SEATTLE’S BRISK BIZ 
ENLARGES PAYROLLS 


Seattle, Oct. 22. 








Local biz continues on the upbeat 
here, with stations taking on new 
personnel to handle accounts. 

Oct. 19 Compared to Oct. 12 | 
Network Local National Total 

Units Units Spot Units Units 

5,610 10,497 760 16,867 

5,330 10,414 738 16,482 

5.3% + 0.8%, +3% +-2.3% 

(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 





WTMJ Readies Boost 


Milwaukee, Oct. 22. 

WTMJ has received official per- 
mission from the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission to make changes 
in its equipment enabling the station 
to increase its nighttime power to 
5,000 watts. Some 15 additional 
acres just south of the present trans- 
site have been purchased to 
provide room for the expansion, 
which necessitates two additional 
400-foot towers for new directional 
antennas, 
| Work already is under way. 


mitter 
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TOMMY REYNOLDS ORCH (14) 

Paramount Theatre, N. Y. 

Just out of an all summer 
Playland Casino, Rye 


stand 


at Beach. 


N. Y.. Tommy Reynolds’ crew was 
shoved into the Par on this daie be- 
cause its price is lower than the 
theatre’s usual allotment for mu- 
sical names, which evens up the 
overall budget with Frances Lans- 
ford and Jon Hall on the bill. At 


any rate Reynolds’ crew hasn't much 
right to a shot at the deluxe house 
on the strength of its showing, no 
matter what it’s paid. 

A clarinet playing leader, Reyn- 
olds is probably trying to emulate 
Artie Shaw. He fails for many rea- 
sons, the best of which the fact 
that his playing itself is no better, 
and at times poorer, than average. 
The band behind him is in the same 
category. It has little. Musicianship 
is comparatively low and there isn't 
one tune that the band plays which 


is 


manages to arouse any sort of re- 
action. Not even its midway ar- 


rangement of ‘Prisoner’s Song’ which 
apparently is meant to be the top 
writing of the layout. ‘Night and 
Davy’ is a shade better. Band's solo 
men. a trumpet, sax, and drummer 
would be better if left in the en- 
semble. 

Backing the various turns on this 
bill, however, the band’s work is 
in slightly a better light. It calls for 
softer stuff, of course, and shows the 
group as being flexible enough for 
both extremes of tempo. 

Ralph Young, non-playing sinver, 
is given one chance. Possessor of a 
smooth and likable voice he goes 
over easily with ‘Call ®@f the Can- 
yon.” He's backed by the five-man 
brass team (band adds up to four 
sax. four rhythm, five brass split 
three trumpets, two trombones) 
decked out with phosphorescent 
gloves and mutes for nice vroduc- 
tion try. Wood. 


TEDDY KING ORCHESTRA 
With Trudy Gorman 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh 

Teddy Ki..* was a stage band 
maestro and m.c. during the lush 
days of Publix units. Showmanship 
a guy had to display in those days 
is new serving him in good stead 
as a batoneer for dansapation. He 
has a good enough group for any 
and every purpose, including terp, 
floor show and novelty entertain- 
ment, but it’s King himself who 
lends the real flash to the outfit. 

He’s a little jumping-jack who 
seems t» be on strings and has ex- 
actly the right kind of personality 
for the hot syots. He and his baton 
are all over the stand and King 
jumps from platform to the top of 
the babv-grand piano for a smat- 
tering of hoofing. It’s showy, ef- 
fective and the customers like it. 
Doubly so when the music _ is 
grooved, too. 

Besides King, who can do a satis- 
factory turn on either sax or fiddle, 
and his vocalist, an eye-filling 
femme named Trudy Gorman, set- 
up has four brass, four reeds, piano, 
drums and bass. Band hews to no 
particular style, but gets off its best 


(13) 


icks on the hot medium. Can go 
sweet, too, but their hearts don't 
seem to be in it. Cohen. 
EDDIE YOUNG ORCHESTRA 
With Florence Davis 
Southern Mansion, Kausas City 
The band which has held the 
stand at this dance and dine spot 


through the late summer and early 
fall is a group of Rocky Mountain 
youngsters. Crew is a newcomer to 
the regular hotei and club routes as 
its been under the banner of Fred- 


erick Brothers less than a year. Be- 
gan at Denver University, but en- 
tire group left school when the 


leader and two mates received their 


sheepskins in 1939. Although the 
outfit has beer intact for three 
years, no member is over 24 years of 
age 


Accordingly the music offered is 
spirited and youthful and there is a 


freshness in the work throughout 
Band is built along tenor lines and 
makes no effort to offer any more 
than good darce music. Young has 
his book we!l assorted with special 
novelties, variety of rhythms and 
depends mostly on the currently 
popular tunes. 

Any emphasis other than on reg- 


ular tunes is on the novelty material 
as the leader has his crew worked 
into a glee club, and can call on a 
male trio, girl and boy featured 
singers besides himself for vocal 
work. Leader is a personable type 
and obliges with verses of the bal- 
lads. Large share of the singing is 
handled by Florence Davis, a titian, 
who exemplifies the freshness of the 
oreches*-1 and whose vocal style is 
more tnan adequate. Benny Keller 
of the cornet section also works on 
an occasional vocal. 

Personnel includes Herb Schu- 
mann at the piano and alternating 
on the celeste, Art Kramish, Les 
‘Bowen and Chet Peterson on the 
reeds, largely saxes, Bill Frary using 
both string bass. and tuba, Walt 
Kirkendall and Keeler on cornets 
and George Steir drumming. Young 
ean take his turn at the piano on 
occasion. The orchestrations are 


| the 
'from guitar to harp, Howard Walters 


Schumann and Kramish, 
set so that Young may 


rwritten by 
and book Is 


add a fiddle trio sometime in the 
near fulure 

Date here followed a long stand 
at the Buena Vista hotel in Biloxi, 
Mississippi, and early in November 
band will move into the Lowry in 
cr 


Ot Paul. 


Quin. 


EMMETT RYDER'S ORCH (15) 
Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb. 
Emmett Ryder is a trombone 
fronter of a band which bears the 
mark of Glenn Miller in more ways 


than one. When choosing to sizzle, 
the swinging style is similar, and 


when choosing a place to start, the 
orchestra got under way in the Can- 
yon Night Club. a Boulder, Colo., 
after-darkery where Glenn Miller 
did his musical teething. Until re- 
cently, the men were in college, and 
they stil have the joe look. 

Ensemble has a lot of instrumental 
color—able to spread the men around 
to blow eight brasses, or a similar 
number of saxes. Two men double 
fiddle. The guitar man plays a harp, 
and the piano man is 
When there are serious doings, there 
are three brasses (four with Ryder), 
five saxes, and four rhythm. 


Arrangers not only provide some 


supplementing of regulation scores, 
but have a few originals. The boys, 


Bil Turnbill and Dale Sloan, love 
the jive side and cater to it most of 
the time. Dixon Benster, trombon- 
ist, also assists them, being the only 
arranger of the three who works in 
the band. 

Song departmént is certainly one 
of utility, all men being able to 
knock out a fair rendition. Bob Han- 
na, the pianist, goes for the sell-out 
kind: Dominic Cesario, for the com- 


edy, with Gene Schaeffer and Garth | 


Hite doing them straight; and the 
others fill in the glee club sessions. 
Hite, Schaeffer. and Cesario are sax 
men, with Walter Garrison and 


|Eugene Hughes, Gordon Hungerford 


and Irwin Diez 
trumpets. 


(doubles fiddle) are 
Ed Thompson flits 


is the bass, and Dave Parsons, drums. 
Musically, the band is on the way, 


but in the entertainment sector 
there’s need of considerable work. 
The comedy stuff falls flat at times, |! 
and one of the bovs picks a bad 
number or two ef big league per- 


formers to imitate, one especially be- 


ing a takeoff on Ronny Kemper’s 
murder of ‘Cecilia.’ 
A ballroom type, as shown here, 


too much volume for most boxed up 
clubs, or rooms. Art. 


DUSTY ROADES ORCHESTRA 
With Helen Nash 
Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City. 
An old standbye hereabouts Dusty 
Roades is playing a fortnight in the 
Terrace Grill after a summer at the 
Antlers hotel in Colorado Springs 
and a theatre date at the Tower. As 
has long been his policy Roades spe- 


cializes in hotel and club musie and 
is better situated here in the Grill 
than he was on the stage at the 
Tower. Crew classes ag a sweet 
swing outfit but carries wide flex- 
ibility in its instrumentation. Eleven 
men are usually figured in a four- 


sax, two-brass, two-fiddle and three- 
jrhythm grouping, but a count shows 
22 different instruments are toted. 
Thus leader has a fiddle quartet at 
i his call, and can also use a five-piece 
Sax section, besides the individual 
specialties, among others harmonica 
by John Cassella, drummer, 
Portfolio of the band is assembled 
by a battery of four arrangers, Bill 
Loose and Ben Gerut of the sax sec- 
tion, Bobby Bauer, pianist, and Jess 
Gonzales, tsumpet. The saxes are 
completed by Emory Hammer and 
Tom Maides and brass with Kenny 
Switzer at the trumpet when he is 
not vocalizing. Frank Borgognone 
and Vince Micari make a fiddle duo, 
and rhythm includes Howard Marx 
at the string bass in addition to Cas- 


ella and Bauer. 

This band is long on novelty bit 

Roades not only uses them in spe- 
Clal arrangement but takes a fre- 
quent fling at writing them. At these 
he takes his own turn at vocaling, 
but the main work in this depart- 
ment is done by Helen Nash, a sweet 
type inger, who also fulfills on 
looks. 

After a two-week stand here the 
Roades men play a few one-nighters 
in the area before taking a club 
stand in Wichita. Quin. 


Don Bestor to Glaser 


Don Bestor bought his release 
from a Consolidated Radio Artists 
booking contract last week for aj} 


sum approximating $350. He’s now 
being managed by Joe Glaser, who 


recently secured Les Brown’s out 
from the same agency. Bestor’s 


band goes into the Arcadia Ballroom, 
New York, today (Wednesday), 
Several years ago Bestor resorted 
to legal proceedings to get him out of 
a CRA agreement, but CRA even- 


able on vibes. | 


| ARREST SONGLEGGERS 


Police Nab Two Copyright Violators 
in Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., Oct. 22 
Police swooped down on nhews- 
stands selling bootleg songsheets last 
week and arrested two dealers, 
James Conti and Isreal Schwartz. 
Both will be tried under the provi- 
sion of the state’s penal code which 


99 


deals with the contrabanding of 
copyrighted and patented articles. 





| 
| 
' 


The police acted afier evidence had | 


|been gathered by Arthur 


Hoffman, | 


chief investigator for the Music Pub- 


lishers Protective Association. 
Hoffman stated that after the 

criminal cases have been passed on 

by the local court there would be 


civil suits brought against the same | 


dealers. Similar action, he said, is 
slated against local drugstores, 
which, Hoffman charged, were flag- 
;rant in their practice of selling the 
illegal sheets from under _ the 
counter, 


DAVILLA’S $1,000,000 
ACTION THROWN OUT 


John Joseph Davilla’s $1,000,000 
suit against Sigmund Romberg, Otto 
Harbach, Oscas Hammerstein 2d, 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., Vita- 





ASCAP Publicity Too Wordy 


Flood.of publicity that’s been coming out of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers during recent weeks has begun to 
arcuse the misgivings of the membership itself. With two separate 
publicity setups in operation, the stuff pours out in huge wordy chunks, 
Some of the pieces run to 8,000 words of closely spaced mimeographing, 
with the writer apparently having given the least thougrt to the prob- 
ability that it will be read and digested. e 

Case in point occurred the past week. In a single envelo, - sent out 
to 75,000 persons there was a four-page letter, outwardly addressed to 
the ASCAP membership and reviewing the situation as regards Broad- 
cast Music, Inc., an 1l-page letter to radio advertisers and a 12-page 
mimeographed report of the Federal Communication Commission's 
findings on ‘arbitrary and inequitable practices on the part of networks 
in their contracts with affiliates.’ 


Disc Reviews 


(Only the unusual reviewed henceforth. 











Including the unusually bad.) 





Johnny Long ‘Old Shanty Town’—Swing Me Bach’ (Decca 3409) 
These two sides stamp the Long band as a group that has come far in the 


past months. Outfit turns in a very likab.e job on the first standard, Ii’'s 


| well played and backed by an original band chorus lyric that gives the tune 


phone Corp., Vitagraph Corp., NBC, | 


CBS, Bamberger Broadcasting Corp., 


American Record Corp., Columbia 
Phonograph Co., Harms, W.B.O. 
Broadcasting Co, Knickerbocker 


Broadcasting, et al., was dismissed 


| Herman vocal, which isn’t too clearly enunciated. 


yesterday (Tues.) by Judge Samuel 


Mandelbaum in N. Y. federal court. 
Action had been on trial a week. 
Suit charged the plagiarism of 
plaintiff's song written in 1918, en- 
titled ‘If I Were a Spd and You 
Were My Fly,’ in ‘The Desert Song.’ 
An injunction and $250 damages 
for each public performance had 
been asked. 


GEORGE JARRETT KILLED 


Had Flown To Fond du 
To Register For Draft 


Lac 


Sheboygan, Wis., Oct. 22. 
George Jares, 27, a Chicago or- 


chestra leader known as George Jar- 


rett, whose band has been playing at 
the Foesie hotel here for the last 
month, was kiiled in an airplane 
lerash Wednesday (16) just after 
leaving the Fond du Lac, Wis., 
municipal airport to return here for 
.his evening’s show He was flying 


with Guido Zenk, 24, a 
who also was killed. 
Pair had flown to Fond du Lac to 


local pilot, 


register for the draft and were iden- 
tified by their registration cards, Just 
received, 
Killed While Reporting 

Sidney Jackson, 17, professional 
contact man with Green Bros. & 
Knight music publishing firm, died 
Thursday (17) a: the Kings County 
hospital, Brooklyn, N. Y., from in- 
juries he sustained when struck by 
an auto at Floyd Bennett field on 
Oct. 11. A member of the naval re- 


serve, Jackson was reporting for ser- 


vice with the U. S. Naval air force 
at the time of the accident. 

Born in New York, the son of 
Harry Jackson, an old-time bur- 
lesque performer, young Jackson 


was also an actor 
several films. 


and had appeared 
in 


Music Notes 


Mills Music, Inc., has assigned the 
Canadian agencies for two British 
numbers, ‘Lords of the Ait and ‘We 
Must All Stick Tog ’ The first 
has gone to Canadian M Sa 
and the latter to the Gordo I ymp 
son Mu Cr 

Plymouth Music Co., Ine., New 
York, has changed t ame to 
Knickerbocker Music Pub * Co 
Inc. 

George Bassman, currently scor- 
ing ‘Hullabaloo’ at Metro, assigned 


to ‘Little Nelly Kelly.’ 


Daniele Amfitheatrof doing addi- 


itional music for Metro's, ‘The Stars 
Look Down.’ 
Bob Crosby and Roscoe Hillman) 


collaborated on a 
Double Lovely,’ accepted 
cast Music, Inc. 
| Dmitri Tiomkin doing the musical 
{score for Frank Capra’s “Meet John 
| Doe’ at Warners. 


‘You're 
Broad- 


ne 
song, 


by 





Joe Santly now professional man- | close to gain much attention. 


|! and clear brass. 


classification, 


a neat twist. Arrangement hews to the melody almost all through. Takes 
a few liberties, however, that serve to brighten the interpretation. ‘Swing 
Me’ also shows the band in a good light. Spins at a comfortable tempo with 
a clear and click Helen Young vocal. 


Woody Herman ‘Wouldn't Take Million’ —Looking Yesterday’ (Decea 3397) 

First seems in danger of falling flat due to the curtailed tempo, but as 
spins it reveals a clean punch. Early instrumental blend and undertyii 
rhythm give it a smooth, likable quality. Nice piano break precedes the 
Reverse, in the same 
vein, is also good. Another leader vocal is split by a brisk sax solo. Both 
are well-handled ballads, a type of song with which the Herman crew of a 
year ago was unfamiliar. 


+ 
ab 
ja 
> 


John Kirby ‘Street in Singapore'— Zooming at Zombie’ (Okeh 5761) 

One of the most consistent combinations, the Kirby sextette comes up 
with another fine pair of sides here. ‘Singapore’ is a colorful bit, properly 
far east in style and split by a mildly jumping interlude that leaves room 
for a slick piano break. ‘Zombie’ is probably based on the band’s recent 
location in New York. It’s a speedy tempoed arrangement and makes the 
bunch sound fuller than it is; breaks are frequent. 

Count Basie ‘It’s Torture’—I Want a Little Girl’ (Okeh 5773) 

Helen Humes’ vocal on the first side rescues this record from a below par 
Her slow-paced lyricing impresses as attractive and seems 
better with repeat playings. It occupies about the entire side. Reverse, 
however, manages to arouse little reaction. Its arrangement has few of 
the usual Basie qualities, There’s two short leader piano breaks. Jimmy 


| Rushing vocals. 


Jack Leonard ‘If I Had You'—Could Make You Care’ (Okeh 5777) 
Leonard, last with Tommy Dorsey, has turned out as a solid seller in 
solo. His handling of the first standard here contains plenty of the appeal 
that got him favor. It’s a clear, warm interpretation of an appealing tune 
He sharpens it with Leonard style stuiY. Pop coupling is equally well done. 
Raymond Scott ‘Million Dreams Ago’—In a Moonboat’ (Columbia 35698) 

Both sides are rather unimpressive turnouts for Scott. ‘Million’ arrange- 
ment contains little of the color and pep to be found in other of his pops 
and is lifeless in comparison. Nan Wynn's vocal is well voiced, but muc! 
overdone, a usual Wynn fault. Reverse is in the same boat. Arrangement 
before and after the lyric, while of neat instrumental blend, hasn’t a: 
punch whatsoever. Both sides give the impression they were worked up 
backing for the singer. They should be under her name, 


as 


Jimmie Lunceford ‘Pavanne’—‘Minnie Moocher's Dead’ (Columbia 35700) 

Lunceford rates a nod for his version of the Morton Gould classic. It’s a 
well played, embroidered arrangement that packs a_ solid punch, Al 
sections of the band, in ensemble and breaks, fill out a smart side. Backing 


is a straight jive piece vocalled a major part of the way by the Dandridge 


| Slack. 


Sisters. It’s so-so. Band gets little chance 


and the singers alone aren't 
strong enough to carry the whole thing 


Will Bradley ‘Down the Road’—‘Celery Stalks at Midnight’ (Col-35707) 
‘Down The Road’ is trading on the Bradley band’s preceding click boogie 
woogie cutting, ‘Beat Me Daddy’ There's little to it. In the same temno 
the side can boast nothing but long and solid piano pounding by Freddie 
Ray McKinley and Bradley vocal, the two accompanied only by 
bass and piano, and a celest played by Slack, full band not being used 
Reverse, however, is one of the strongest sides the band has cut in straight 
tempo, though a bit repetitious. It swings at a salid jump pace and is a! 
exceptionally clear recording job. Arrangement calls for and gets strong 
ensemble and leaves room for many breaks McKinley’s drums are like 
concrete, 
Bunny Berigan ‘Ain’t She Sweet’-—‘Ay Ay Ay’ (Victor 26753) 
Apparently cut when Berigan had the first of his own bands a year 0 
more ago, these two sides stack up okay. Band and the leader’s muted 
trumpet, on ‘Sweet,’ combine to nice effect. Side bounces yet stays in the 
melodie groove. 1 


Piano breaks it late. Coupling is in same tempo and 
played almost in the same manner, trumpeting is clear instead of muted 
Sax and a short drum solo are also prescribed. 

Tommy Dorsey ‘Shadows in Sand’—‘Breaking My Heart” (Victor 26761) 


Clever lyrics of a comparatively si 
side. Sung by Frank Sinatra they 
Grosz and Stanley Adams. It gets good treatment by the band and Dor- 
sey’s trombone in addition to vocal It’s at speed. Leader's 
muted horn and another Sinatra vocal carry most of the coupling, It’s oka; 


nple melody stand out of the firs 
command attention. Tune is by Wil 


the easy 


Artie Shaw ‘If It’s You’—‘Old Castle in Scotland’ (Victor 26770) 
Shaw turns in a pair of satisfying pieces on these two sides. First is 
better, combining his smooth and click clarineting, fiddles, saxes and a: 
Anita Boyer vocal for neat sumup. At even tempo, it rolls easily. Reverse 
is an Okay arrangement of a curious tune played in the same style. Miss 
Boyer vocals again, 
Glenn Miler ‘Beat Me Daddy’—'‘Falling Leaves’ (Bluebird 10876) 
Comparison with Will Bradley’s version of ‘Beat Me’ is inevitable for 
any succeeding arrangement. Miller’s meihod of handling, on one side 
instead of two, is far short. It fails to corral much of the punch and hop ot 
sradley’s cutting though, of course, it’s differently done. This one’s at a 
slower tempo. Jack Lathrop vocals. ‘Falling Leaves’ is better, in the 
usual Miller style of sax and elarinet blending and alternately cupped 
Sax is only ensemble breaker, 





Mitchell Ayres ‘Just Wanna Play’'—Tommy Goes Too’ (Bluebird 10884) 

‘I Just Wanna Play With You’ has a lot in common in lyric, melody and 
style of presentation with the ‘Playmates’ of a few months ago. It’s too 
Ayres band handles it neatly enough, using 


tually won out and forced him to | ager for Loeb-Lissauer, Inc., in New | a vocal by Tommy Taylor, Gee Gee and a backing band chorus. “Tomm) 


fulfill the contract between them. 


| York. 


i Goes’ is in a similar vein. 


It’s well played. Mary Ann Mercer vocals. 


Rye 

















on 











yh 








el ee 








Wednesday, October 23, 1940 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 39 





Brazil and Mexico Contracts May 
Soon Be Negotiated by ASCAP 





American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers is taking two 


steps to improve its Latin-Amer- 
ican relations. One move concerns 


the signaturing of a revised contract 
with the Brazilian performing rights 
society, and the other has to do 
with a prospective alliance with a 


Mexican composers and _ authors 


group. 

Mr. Gaba DeSilva, a director of 
the Brazilian society, recently visited 
the American Society and discussed 
the advisability of revamping the 
contract his organization has with 
ASCAP. The changes he sought 
have been ‘turned over to ASCAP’s 
lawyers and the indications are that 
signatures on the new contract will 
be exchanged around the end of this 
month. : 


Representatives of a Mexican 
writers society are also seeking an 
affiliation with ASCAP. These reps 
were informed last week that before 
ASCAP can work out an agreement 
with them it must find out what sort 
of a setup they have in Mexico; 
whether it is a co-operative project 
controlled by the writers themselves 
and not promoted by the users of 
music. 


EXAMINE ASCAP, MPPA 
REPS BEFORE TRIAL 


The Music Publishers Protective 
Assn. through Harry Fox, its general 
manager, will be examined before 
trial tomorrow (Thurs.) in the N. 
federal court, and the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors, and 
Publishers, through Herman Green- 
berg, assistant general manager, on 
Oct. 29 in connection with Frank J. 
Pallma, Jr., and Stanley Warner's 
suit against Sam Fox and Harry Fox, 
doing business as the Sam Fox Pub- 
lishing Co. 
contract and seeks $100,000 damages. 

Prior to 1928 the plaintiffs had a 
music publishing business in Chi- 
cago. They sold out to the defendants 
but it is alleged the defendants failed 
to carry out the agreement, by re- 
fusing to pay $40,000 in royalties due 
the plaintiff on film, foreign, phono- 
graph, and radio, owed $5,000 on 
publishers royalties, failed to pay 
authors and composers royalties, re- 
fused to account or itemize payments 
due the plaintiff, and refused to 
maintain a general catalogue of all 
the assigned musical compositions as 
well as alleged failure to exploit 
these compositions. Besides $100,000 
damages, rescinding of the contract 
Is asked. 





‘Smile Again’ Infringement 
Suit by Betty Tillotson 


Betty Tillotson. composer, filed 
suit Wednesday (16) in N. Y. federal 
court against Ruth Lowe, Sun Music 
Co., Inc. and the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers seeking damages for alleged in- 
fringement. 

Plaintiff asserts that prior to Au- 


gust, 1939, she composed a song en- | 


titled ‘You Made Me Sing Again’ 
which, she says, was plagiarized in 
the defendants’ song. ‘I'll Never 
Smile Again.’ An _ injunction, 
counting of profits and damages are 


ac- 


Vogel Sues Remick 


Jerry Vogel has started suit against 
Remick Musie Corp., part of the 
Warner Bros, Sroup, in the N. Y. 
Supreme court in connection with a 
license to publish issued by WB to 
Santly-Joy-Select. The tunes in- 
Volved in the litigation are ‘Play- 
mates’ and ‘Sweet Iola,’ and what 
Vogel is seeking is an accounting of 
Payments made to Remick by Santly. 


Controversy dates back to several | 
months ago when S-J-S discovered | 


that the melody of ‘Playmates’ was 
pretty much like ‘Iola’, On the lat- 
ter song the copyright renewal was 
split | between Remick and Vogel. 
Remick claimed that it held the 
Copyright registration card and on 
that score Santly made a deal with 
Remick whereby a royalty was to 
be paid on all copies of ‘Playmates 
Sold and Remick was to distribute 
these royalties intact between the 
writers of ‘Iola’. Remick was the 
Criginal publisher of ‘Iola’. 


+ 
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Action claims breach of | 


Oomph Necessary 





Detroit, Oct. 22. 

You can train a voice but 
oomph——? 

Speaking at the meeting of the 
Michigan Music Teachers Asso- 
ciation at Battle Creek, Fred Pat- 
ton, voice instructor at Michigan 
State College declared that in 
these times ‘you must have 
oomph to be a good singer.’ 

Then he went ahead and of- 
fered numerous suggestions on 
the technical problems of sing- 
ing but had no remedy to offer 
for a lack of ‘oomph.’ 


—- 


James Roosevelt 


Gets MPPA Film 











Jukebox License 


|aries for the extra men. 
;}set by Harry Moss of Music Corp. 
'of America. 








Mills Setles Piracy Suit | Petrillo Orders Networks to Desist 


From Bargaining Remote Lines: 
Favorite Bookers A.F.M. Target 


Los Angeles, Oct. 22. 
Mills Music Co. made an out-of- 
court settlement of the plagiarism 
suit brought by Lois Gilbert and 
'Selma Shelly over the song, ‘Blame 
It On My Heart Affair.’ 


on 20% of the company’s gross on 
the song. 





| Settlement is reported to be based 
| 
| 
| 


ASCAPS $4,000 


BAND FOR DAY 
AT EXP0 


Authors and Publishers has bought 
Johnny Green and his regular 17- 


the ASCAP ‘Cavalcade of Ameri- 








Fair tomorrow (Thursday). 
orchestra under Green is 
ASCAP approximately $4,000, about 
half of which will be paid in sal- 
Deal was 


Concert is to be run 


Globe Productions, which is headed | of jn two sections at the Music Hall 
by James Roosevelt, has worked out | which regularly house the Mike 
a basic music license covering the | Todd show, ‘Streets of Paris.’ 


use of films in coin-operated ma- | 
chines. It makes the first such agree- | 
ment with the music industry and | 
was negotiated by Roosevelt through 


Harry Fox, agent and trustee. 

The basic contract calls for a fee | 
of 5c per foot on all film strips with | 
music used in coin machines, as 


Y }against a guarantee of $100 per mu- 


sical number. Under this agreement 
Globe can obtain the rights to any- 
thing published by Fox’s clients dur- 
ing the next two years. However, 
the publishers reserve the right to 
refuse, providing it’s in good faith, 
the use of standard tunes for the 
same terms. 


Globe has already made up eight 


| strips with copyrighted tunes, and it 


| 


Sidney Justin 


plans to go into extensive produc- 
tion following fhe end of this week’s 
exhibition of the film coin-operated 
machine at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, N. Y. 


CAN’T MIX NAVY BAND 
WITH 6.0.P. CANDIDATE 


St. Louis, Oct. 22. 

Music and politics don’t jell and 
two concerts here by the U. S. Navy 
band were threatened with cancella- 
tion Thursday (17) when the Kiwanis 
of Greater St. Louis which 
sponsored the navy tooters, attempted 
to have Wendell Willkie, Republican 


“lubs 


presidential candidate, endorse the 
‘ampaign of the Kiwanians to raise 
money for poor kids after he de- 


livered a major speech to more than 
30,000 in the Arena. The presence 
of Willkie in town on the same day 


as the two concerts caused a lag in 
b.o. sales and execs of the Kiwanis 


obtained Willkie’s consent to appear 
after the p.m. concert and endorse 
the drive. 

News that Willkie would make a 
p.a. after the concert caused Demo- 
cratic Congressman C. Arthur An- 
jlerson to squawk to Secretary of 


the Navy Frank Knox that the whole 
cheme was ‘a cheap political trick 
being perpetrated on St. Louisians.’ 
Knox immediately notified Lieut. | 


| 
| 
| 


Charles Benter, the band’s director, | 
that if Willkie appeared, the band 
couldn't. These instructions were} 
turned over to the Kiwanian execs 


who dropped plans to have the Re- 
publican standard bearer show up 
7,500 attended the p.m. concert, 6,000 
kiddies having taken in the matinee 





Janis in Music Suit 


Los Angeles, Oct. 22. 


Elsie Janis was named as a tech- 
nical defendant in a royalty suit 
brough by Jack King, songwriter, 
over the ditty, ‘Paramount on Pa- 
rade,’ which he declares he and Mis: 
Janis wrote. Inclusion of the actress’ 
name, according to the plaintiff, is a 
technicality to satisfy legal require- 


ments. She declined to join him in 
the suit. 
Other defendants are Paramount 


Pictures, Famous Music Corporation, 
and Y. Frank Freeman. 


| through the formality of offering 


ASCAP has reconciled itself to not 
having the event broadcast. The 
Fair authorities propose to go 

it 


to NBC, CBS and Mutual 
(Wednesday ). 


American Society of Composers, | 


today | 


| 


piece band and an additional 43 men | 
to augment Green’s outfit to 60 for | 


can Music’ at the New York World’s | 


Entire | 
costing 


| 
| 


| 


In addition to Green’s band, which | 
will work only the evening stretch | 


beginning at 8:30, the Rochester Phil- 
harmonic Symphony Orchestra is 
programmed. It will interpret the 
afternoon schedule of serious work: 
of ASCAP members Henry Hadley, 
Deems Taylor, Dr. Howard Hanson, 


William Grant Still and Morton 
Gould. That portion will tee-off at 


2:30 p.m. Dr. Hanson, director of 
the Eastman School of Music, and 
Still will conduct. Vocalists will in- 
clude Margaret Speaks and Jules 
Bledsoe. 

Gene Buck, ASCAP prez, will m.c. 
the evening stretch, during which 
the musical menu will include trib- 
utes to Victor Herbert, John Philip 
Sousa and George Gershwin. Com- 
posers and authors who will either 
play or sing their own writings in- 
clude Irving Berlin, George M. Co- 
han, Jerome Kern, Sigmund Rom- 
berg, Richard Rodgers, W. C. Handy, 
Harry Von Tilzer, Joe Howard, 
Herry Armstrong, Peter De Rose, 
May Singhi Breen, Jean Schwartz, 
Gene Autry, Walter Donaldson, Clara 
Edwards, Jack Lawrence, Biljy Hill, 
Ferde Grofe, Irving Caesar, Harold 
Rome, Milton Ager, Ar 
Schwartz, Sammy Fain, J. Fred 
Coots, Ray Henderson, Fred E 
Ahlert, Ernie Burnett, Dave Stamper 
That’s said to be only a partial list. 
Ruth Lowe, writer of ‘I’ll Never 
Smile Again,’ which won her 
ASCAP’s $1,250 award for the most 
beautiful song of the year last week, 
is also down. 

ASCAP’s first such 
staged at the San Francisco 
Sept. 24. 


thu 


concert wa 
Fair 





French Society Hopes Performance 


Royalties Soon Will Roll In : 


Alpi Jean-Bernard, general 
ager of the French performing right: 
society (SACEM), advised the 


|American Society of Composers, Au- 


\thors and Publishers by letter 
|week that the 
| 


outlook for his or- 
Theatres, 
reopening in 


ganization was improving. 
he wrote, 
cupied as well as unoccupied 
France, except along the northern 
coast, and that these activities 
should prove quite a hypo to 
SACEM’s exchequer. France used 
to be an important source of 
forming rights income for American 
publishers. 

As for Hugo Bryk, ASCAP’s Euro- 
pean rep, the circuit in which he 
can function has become more lim- 
ited. Bryk is currently living in 
Monte Carlo. Being an Austrian 
citizen, he can’t do much traveling. 


were Oc- 


per- 


+- 


last 





Not Much Beauty Left 





Detroit, Oct. 22. 

It was a quiet little talk 
that Victor Kolar, conductor, 
gave his Detroit Symphony Or- 
chestra, before bringing the 
downbeat to the season’s first re- 
hearsal. 

‘These are troubled, unhappy 
times,’ he told the musicians. 
‘There is very little beauty left. 
It is our responsibility to main- 
tain a little of the world’s re- 
maining beauty. It seems to me 
this is a serious task and a noble 
one. 

‘We are starting the season to- 
gether in a peaceful country, 
with our homes and loved ones 
secure from peril. I ask you to 
join me in the months to come in 
maintaining and extending those 
things which have been placed 
in our charge.’ 


Gives US. Record 
Till Nov. 13 To 








Straighten Self :: 


At a meeting last week at the of- 
fices of James C. Petrillo, prez of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, the three major networks 
were ordered to end, by Jan. 1, 1941, 
the agreements between them and 
band booking agencies for the sale 
of sustaining broadcast time. Law- 
rence Lowman, for CBS; Sid Strotz 
for NBC, and Nat Abramson for 
WOR, New York, were handed the 
ruling. Abramson was acting solely 
for WOR, but was told to relay the 
orders to Mutual inasmuch as WOR 
was part of that net. Fred Weber. 
general manager of Mutual, was out 
of town and didn’t attend. 


Petrillo told the network reps that 
the AFM convention at Indianapolis 
last July has passed a rule prohib- 
iting any favoritism being shown 
any orchestra re broadcasting op- 
portunities. He said that henceforth 
the nets must deal directly with spot 
owners, that bandleaders and their 
booking agencies must not handle 
any band in negotiating for remote 
wires. He explained that there are 
numerous bands waiting for a chance 
to get sustaining advertising and that 
these must be given a chance, not 
stymied by having powerful agen- 
cies buy up the best broadcast hours 
and dole it out to favored groups. 
Music Corp. of America is not the 
only band agency with an agreement 
network hours for its bands. 
Frederick Bros. have a setup for its 
bands worked out with Mutual and 
also buys CBS time through MCA. 





Officials of the U. S. Record Corp. 
and the Scranton Record Manufac- 
turing Co. were -advised Monday | 
(21) by referee Irwin Kurtz in | 
Federal court, New York, to get | 
the tangled of the outfit 
straightened out and in fair working 
13, or the 
would be liquidated. 





affairs 


order by Nov. company 


At the same hearing the problem | 
of protecting the copyright owners 
of songs used on 223,000 records, 
which are to be sold and the 
ceeds split up among the two com- 
panes, was taken inte consideration. 
Kurtz stated that the copyrights 
would have to be protected and ad- 
vised the record company officials 
to huddle with publishers concerned 
and try to work out a deal for pay- 
ment. There are numerous suits now 
on the calendar against U. S. Rec- 
ord for unpaid royalties, 

Refere ealso stated that contracts 

between U. S. and bands it had been 
recording up to the time it ran into 
trouble must hold until Nov. 13. He 
the application of Sammy 
Kaye for a release, saying that Kaye 
yne of the principal] assets of the 
company and releasing him would 
be setting free assets that would 
eventually force the _ liquidation | 
the coe! is trying to avoid. 
Kaye has a verbal contract with 
Victor Records to return to that 
company’s 50c sides as soon as 
is released from the U. §S. deal, on 
which he had cut 12 sides since last 
July. 
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BUFFALO FILLED IN 


Charles Baum Into Statler as Season 
Hits Stride 


Buffalo, Oct. 22. 
Fall band picture to be completed | 
this week when Charles Baum or- 
chestra moves into Hotel Statler. | 
Wanda and Escorts end four-week 
fill Thursday (24), Baum coming in 


the next day. 

Mario-Merin orchestra opened last | 
week at Peter Stuyvesant Room fol- | 
lowing Jolly Friars and Dave Ches- | 


kin band reported set for Buffalo | 
,Athletic Club. Chez Ami, swank | 
nitery; using Tommy 


Flynn band, 


local group. Flynn exited Dellwood } 


| Ballroom which now has Howard 


Becker orchestra. Esquire Ballroom 
is running three nights weekly with , 
Harold Austin band on two of these, | 


local outfits filling in on Saturdays. 


| this 
iceive Petrillo’s order. 


pro- | 


Latter’s pact with CBs is in com- 
pany with a recently worked out 
deal whereby Wm. Morris bands also 
get a slice of CBS available time. 
MCA also has a second deal with 
Mutual. 

Letters informing 
band agencies that 


the 
the 


various 
agreements 


| would have to be cleaned up by the 


first of the year are to be mailed 
week. No rep of the various 
agencies was present to re- 
None were 


band 


invited. 





‘Trish Eyes Are Smiling’ 
Subject of Renewal Suit; 
Three Claim Ownership 


An involved action covering the 
ownership of the copyright on the 
song, ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smil- 
ing,’ was filed Saturday (19) 


N. Y. federal court by M. Witmark 


n the 


and Sons, owners of the original 
copyright, against Fred Fisher Music 
Co., Inc, Mil Musi In¢ and 
George Graff, all of whom ert they 


own the renewal rights A deter- 
mination of the actual ownership by 
the court, a temporary injunction (to 
be argued Oct. 29), a permanent in- 


junction, and statutory damages for 
alleged infringement is sought by 
Witmark. 

In 1908 Ernest R. Ball signed a 
contract with Witmark granting it 
exclusive rights on all songs written 
by him in the next five years In 
11910 Graff signed a mil agree- 
ment, and in 1912 the disputed song 

written by the two with assis- 
tance from Chauncey Olcot Che 
latter igned his rights to Witmark 

ho pub ied the son ntil 1939, 

ear before the copyright ran « 

hen in early August, 1939, Graff, 
1e only living member of the com- 
posers secured a renewal of the 


copyright for the next 28 years, and 


assigned it to the plaintiff. It is then 
charged that on August 23 Graff 
again applied for a renewal, secured 
it, and without any authority, as- 
signed it to Fred Fisher, who since 


August, 1940, has been publishing 
the song. Also in 1939, it is claimed 
that Maud Ball, wife of the deceased 
composer, applied for a renewal, se- 
cured it, and assigned it to Mills, 
who since August, 1940, has been 
threatening to publish. 


Andy Kirk Draws 1,200 


Birmingham, Ala., Oct. 19. 


Andy Kirk and orchestra played to 


a poor all-Negro house at Negro 
Masonic Temple (16), attractin 


about 1,200 dancers. 


Martel Brett, promoter, reported 
a gross of $800. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers | 


(Week ending Oct. 19, 1940) 


VARIETY 
On The Upbeat 


. Bob Bon, colored singer with Jan 
Savitt, left that band the end of last 


40 MUSIC 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Report in a New York daily newspaper column of Saturday (21) to the 
































2 eee eoeereeeee eee eeenee eer eee w eee er enee ae i 
effect that Bob Chester’s band held the first three record best seller posi- | week, Understood he may be booked + Scelgs yp Ravage oad hier Senin ete eateoet esnee: a 
tion on the Bluebird label has put Victor Records in the middle_of a hot in a band of his own by Mrs. Maria!  «gnjy Forever (‘Rhythm on the River’)..............-.....-Santly 
argument. It may yet result in the company losing either Chester or|Karmer. Savitt left Meadowbrook, | = pride Winds .......scececeeeeseeeeeeeeeeecreneteneeeerees Harms 
: : é ; ‘edar Grove, N. J., Sunday night Blueb - Hill Cha il 
Glenn Miller from its list of artists on that label. (21) for one-nighter and theatre ueberry oe be - bs 6 686566566405 606660 Bb 6 066 0064 4600060864 re 
Article stated that Chester’s recordings of ‘Practice Makes Perfect,’ tour, a ag Seen Feces eessetsseunnenecseberh cents ie "Robbins 
‘Maybe’ and ‘We Three’ rated one-two-three in the select class, the first | 0 My ‘Uncle sett dilate Fe eS es et eee ee ( a BVC . 
time any band has ever held all three positions. Miller took such a burn| Zeke Zarchy out of Glenn Miller Call “at te Canyon Millie TL SPR II: ie, ARTE TSS Shapiro 
over the piece that he has already approached an opposition company to brass section. rll adil Smile pear phen pits thee apm eaee pba ESD Sil ry 
Victor re making a deal and switching when his present Bluebird contract | eta tee ee Gee ee tee . 

, - ' : : *Our Love Affair (‘Strike Up the Band’)..............ese00- Feist 
expires in January. His steam results from the inaccuracy of the report; Larry Clinton put Peggy Mann in Sr od ekec ones etewas Mercer 
on the three records and the fact that for some time the slight similarity place of Ann Sothern as his vocal- ee aa techeeretil Shapiro 
in his and Chester’s style has been a source of irritation. As a matter of ist. .She had tried out with him Senatihe Makes ioienh mil tae a faa wet: bh hamiprea hs. BMI 
fact Chester’s three disputed recordings do not hold the first three spots,| during the last week of the band’s Sacer © Sand Wie Wee G6 MUU. 6ocdecccccoccssccsesecsscee esate 


but are within the first 10, Miller at various times in the past has had as 
many as the first six or seven consecutive best sellers attributed to his 
band. 





Mrs. Tea Little, recently deceased wife of the orchestra leader, started to 


manage his musical activities when Little was pianist for silent pictures | 


st an Albany theatre, owned by her father, Harry Hellman. She is cre- 
dited with having spotted Little’s first broadcasting, on WHAZ, owned by 
tensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy and operating one night weekly. 
Little made his debut as a singing-pianist, with an intimate technique, on 
this transmitter about 1926. Station's chief claims to fame, aside from fact 
it was the first regularly run (in 1922) by a college, are that it introduced 
Little and Alfred E. Smith, then governor of ‘New York State, to radio 
listeners. 


The daughter of Harry Hellman, she inherited her business ability, her 
mother being associated with the father in motion picture enterprises and 
being rated clever. A brother, Neal, is also in Hellman film activities. These 
include ownership of the Paramount and Royal, Albany, and Palace, Troy. 
The Hellmans will add a fourth to their string next spring, opening a drive- 
in on Albany-Saratoga Road. 





Slap at name bands came from their principal Nebraska user, R. H. 
Pauley, boss of the Turnpike Casino, near Lincoln, who has booked 35 of 
them thus far in 1940. His contention is that a midwest operator knocks 
himself out foolishly to keep big agents and leaders in the upper money 
brackets. This has been Pauley’s poorest of four years in the biz, strictly 
due to the losses sustained on, or because of the names. 


Re-orienting himself in booking policies, Pauley said he would limit his 
spot to no more than one name a month, if that. Instead, he will book the 
crop of new bands, which are good, but not riding the crest. He has found, 
in looking over his books, that the smaller bands, if they play a good brand 
of music, work a pleasant surprise on his clientele, while big bands, due to 
higher admissions, often disappoint. 





Consolidated Radio Artists states that it did not ask for an extension of 
time in answering the opening papers of Charlie Barnet’s suit which asks 
he be released from his CRA contract. Agency says that before the ex- 
piration of the 20 days in which the papers were returnable its attorneys 
filed application for dismissal of the suit, which is tantamount to filing an 
answer. 


Further say-it was Barnet’s lawyers who asked for an extension of time | 


in filing rebuttal to their move to dismiss and that the latter is due today 
(Wednesday ). 











ROBBINS 
SCORES | 
AGAIN 





»». with the highest number 
of hit songs on Music Row / 


ALAALALL. 
No. 1 On Your Hit Parade—2 Weeks Straight 


MAYBE 




















No. 1 In Radio Performances 


FERRY-BOAT SERENADE 


The Song The Press Picked For A Positive Hit! 


THE MOON FELL IN THE RIVER 


Lyric by Mitchell Parish 


from the Sonja Henie - Arthur M. Wirtz 
musical production, “It Happens On Ice” 


Music by Peter De Rose 


The Biggest Ballad Sensation Since“Over The Rainbow” 


SOMEWHERE 


Lyric by John Latouche Music by Peter De Rose 


from the Russell Markert Production, 
“Ice-Capades Of 1941” 


Robbins Music Corporation 799 Seventh Ave.,.New York 
MURRAY BAKER, Gen.-Prof. Mgr. “LEO TALENT, Prof. Mgr. 





a 


at the Strand theatre, 
Miss Sothern left to get 


recent stay 
New York. 


married, the second Clinton vocalist | 


to do so within a year. 





Little Jack Little comes back after 
'a month’s layoff with a date at the 
|Providence theatre, Nov. 1, then 
|heads south for: five weeks on the 
/T. D. Kemp circuit. Little laid off 
| during October following his wife's 
death. 





Gray Gordon leaves 
hotel, New York, Nov. 14, for thea- 
i'tre and one-night tour opening the 
next day (15) at the Adams theatre, 
Newark, then hopping for four days 
to the State theatre, Hartford. 





Sonry Burke released by Music 


Corp. of America. 





Russ Morgan starts a stay at the 
St. Francis hotel, San _ Francisco, 
hotel, San Francisco, Dec. 2 or 3. 





Lionel Hampton’s new band down 
for a week at the Orpheum theatre, 
Los Angeles, Nov. 6. 








Jimmy Richards’ orchestra opened 
; Oct. 19 in the Henry Grady Hotel, 
| Atlanta, Ga. Jimmy’s new featured 
| vocalists are the Carol] Sisters (nee 
| Weise), of Mt. Cory, O. 





'saxophonist with Jimmy Richard’s 
orchestra, has joined Clayton Thomas’ 
orchestra, which opened Oct. 17 in 
the Peacock Lounge of the Hotel 
Secor, Toledo. Scott left the Rich- 


the Edison! 








*Filmusical 








Network Plugs, 


§ A.M. to 1 A.M. 








Following is a totalization of the 


combined plugs of current tunes on 


NBC (WEAF and WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 


|Monday through Sunday (Oct. 


14-20). 
“ 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m, to 1 a.m. 
enotes film song, + stage musicals, all others ¢ Op. 
d t l g, t star als, all ot} ire 


Total accumulated 
Symbol * 


Parenthetic numeral 


represents 


after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 





listings. : 

2 GRAND 

TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
rn Oe CD sea wanee ee besinba se ol eee een Robbins ....... 42 
Re oa Gk hos Sb we's FP ES WO eee be Se ame aa Pie: 35 
OD SE a ee ee ee ener res ME Sie hss 33 
PERO TENOR POTCOOS CIB) ic Kk bed 60-0000 be 8 cee woes Se 32 
So RS See ee ee ere rere rerenar er ree 2 
SR OS | a ee ee rere. eee ree EY sa ceates 26 
Two Dreams Met (1)...*Down Argentine Way........ 0 are 26 
Our Love Affair (6)...*Strike Up the Band........... | ee eee 23 
I Un a cc eas ca alale TERS WERE CUE ON Caled obese kore oo ee 18 
| Now I Lay Me Down to Dream (6)..........-...ee008 Remick ....... 18 
er ie Se GUO LEO). . bc ccewkes tse tases 5 aOeee Reena BRDIFO........ 17 
, trom Vow Wy Word. (8)... kes cstecestassswowewaeceean ae re 
I Want to Live (1)...+Boys and Girls Together...... SS oe 17 

| Rhumboogie (8)...*Argentine Nights............... oe Ue 16 
; World Is in My Arms (3)...¢Hold On to Your Hats....Chavpell ...... 16 
be Oe ge ay 2 eee err eras re 15 
Pe ee ee COED a. ces. ca halons bah Ob 60s ewes abe oe ees en DESTRESS .6.0i0 3% 
EE ee re SE ee. ee 
| I Could Make You Care (4)...*Ladies Must Live......Witmark ...... 14 
| Nigh@mrgale- Sang: in Berkeley Square (1;.............Shapiro ....... 14 
Cyril Scott, formerly violinist and | '™ Nobody’s Baby (19)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb.... Feist .......... 13 
. | WO TMTES 6B) onc ccccvcccscccccecccccvesesccccesescees Mercer ......+- 13 
ae PeOOE ee AO CBO) ion kiko dno ccnrsoCesevesees ee 12 
| We Could Make Such Beautiful Music (15)............ er 12 
oe ee eS Es errr rr errr eer 10 
ee a 8) ee ere ee ie iakete aden 10 
That’s for Me (11)...*Rhythm on the River........... oo 10 


ard’s crew to be near Judy Gale, 
Toledo songstress. 








|signed an extended contract until 
| well into 1941 for the Rustic Lodge, 
we Toledo, O. 





| Bernard Ragazzo has organized a 
| 12-piece orchestra in Niles, Ohio, 
with Homer Pierce as vocalist. 





| Billie Hicks and his Sizzling Six, 
featuring Eileen Williams, are play- 
ing at the Mahoning Country Club, 
Girard, O., which opened recently 
under the management of Louise 
Rollins. 





Ballroom of the Chateau, Youngs- 
town, O., is being remodeled by Ed- 
die and Jo Cerretta, to include new 
|colored neon lighting, new tables 
and chairs, new dance floor,.and.a 
band stand with a canopy. 





Main dining room of Biltmore 
hotel, Atlanta, has been renamed 
‘Empire Room, Al Appollon orches- 
tra is current. 





Cab Calloway skedded to play for 
dance Wednesday (23) 
City Aude, tariff 75c. When colored 
|'bands play dance dates at Aude, 
section of seats is set aside where 
white patrons sit and hear band and 
watch dancers. 

Mario-Merin Orch with Adelaide 
Joy as vocalist, opened fall season at 
the Empire Room. Al Appollon or- 

hestra is current. 

Glenn Miller using a new closing 
iheme tune he calls ‘Slumber Song,’ 
written by the leader and Chummy 
McGregor. 





Jan Garber held a fourth week at 
Ansiecy hotel, Atlanta, making nec- 
essary a second realignment of 
| booked one-nighters. Date was orig- 
inally for two weeks, then stretched 
to three, and now four; 





Pancho’s Rhumba Band is now al- 
ternating with Terry Shand’s orches- 
| tra in the Rainbo Room of Kenmore 
|Hotel, Albany. Ventriloquist Paul 
| Winchell has been held over, but the 
Chadwicks and Collett & Dean, 
dancers, are new additions to floor 
| show. 
| 





Francis Murphy’s orchestra is play- 





| ing at Stuart’s, new restaurant and 








jdance spot in downtown Albany. 


at Atlanta | 


| Murphy, a local who has led bands 


, |at Ten Eyck and New Kenmore Ho- 
Tommy Greene and his band have | tels, Albany, as well as the Riley’s, 


| 
| Saratoga, is using 12 men. 





Duke _ Ellington. 


place of ‘St. Louis Toddle-oo.’ 





| Hal Kemp’s wife, former Martha 
Stephenson, flew to coast with 12- 
week-old baby Monday (21) to be 
with leader at Cocoanut Grove, Los 
| Angeles, opening last night (Tues- 
|day). Kemp replaced trombonist Leo 
| Meran with Albert Sharff. 

| Charley Spivak set to follow Les 
Brown into Glen Island Casino, New 
Rochelle, N. Y., Nov. 6 for two weeks. 
Brown replaced Gene Krupa last 
|night (Tuesday). 





| Jimmie Lunceford signed Peters 
| Sisters, harmony trio, to work with 
his band on coming tour. Lunceford 
now at Fiesta Danceteria, New York. 





Erskine Hawkins starts a new run 
}at Savoy Ballroom, New York, Nov. 1, 





Georgia Auld smartly deferring 
beginning rehearsals on new band 
until definite booking is in sight. 

Eddie Howard’s Columbia 
swing records turned out so well 
and background band sounded so 
good company is using it henceforth 
behind solo singers Jack Leonard 
and Barry Wood. Band comprises 
| Teddy Wilson, piano; Yank Porter, 
|drums; Billy Taylor, bass; Charley 
Christians, guitar; Bud Freeman, sax; 
|Benny Morten, trombone; Ed Hall, 
clarinet; Bill Coleman, trumpet. 


semi- 





Artie Spencer (Spector), Pitts- 


| burgh night club comic and m.c., has | 


|taken over Ken Francis’s band in 
| that city and is one-nighting through 


| tri-state area. 





Jean Wald and her femme orches- 
tra out of Pittsburgh back to the 
Hotel Fort Hayes, Columbus, O., for 
a return engagement before going to 
Miami again for the winter. 





| 
| Billy Merle band into Silver Grill 
of Hotel Henry, Pittsburgh, for at 
| least two months. Merle played same 
spot last season for 20 weeks. 





| Bob Crosby and his band move 


into the Mark Hopkins hotel, San 


| Francisco, Oct. 25, for six weeks, 


now using his | 
|‘Sepia Panorama’ as theme tune in | 


| PRAISING HIS CAPITAL 


San Francisco, Oct. 22. 
| Pepe Guizar, one of Mexico’s ace 
| pop song writers who contributed 
|some of the melodies used by 20th 
in ‘Down Argentine Way.’ introduced 
new patriotic ditty at personal ap- 
pearance here Thursday and Friday 
(17-18). Song is ‘Mexico Es Mi Capi- 
tal’ and extolls beauties of D. F. 
Guizar sang own compo aided by 
|Tres Hermanos Flores, vocal-guitar 
trio from XEW of Mexico City. Ap- 
pearance was in Verdi, Golden State 
house in North Beach district which 
plays Latin product weekly. Screen 
| carried ‘Mi Madrecita’ plus Mexican 
| Sovernment short in behalf of the 
; census featuring Cantinflas, Maria 
Louisa Zea, Rafael Falcon and other 
| below-border stars. 
| Coleman Sachs returned from 
| summer in Florida, opened with his 
| orchestra at Pickwick Club, Bir- 
|}mingham (19), for fall season, Mary 
Allgood is vocalisf. 


ANDY 
|KIRK 


and his “Clouds of Joy” 


featuring 


MARY LOU WILLIAMS 


at the piano 


© 
JUNE RICHMAN 
HENRY WELLS 


| Vocals 
| 
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JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
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Yates-Green Theatre Deal Dissolved; 
Substitute More informal Relationship ~:°"?-'=-.".cc 





harlie Yates and Charlie 
> gic of Consolidated Radio 
Artists have dissolved their partner- 
ship in CRA Artists, Ltd. Latter 
outfit had been set up as a 50-50 
proposition, headed by Yates with 
Green as Vv. Pp. to control the book- 
ing of CRA hands into theatres. 
Booking was done by Yates. Split 
involved no cash. At the same time 
Yates resigned his v. p. rating in 
Consolidated Radio Artists. 

Yates, however, will retain his of- 
fices at CRA, paying the latter a 
rental fee, and will continue to book 
the agency’s orchestras under a con- 
tract which carries a 30-day sever- 
ance clause. One of the main rea- 
sons for the dissolution of the part- 
nership is the fact that in the past 
several months CRA has lost three 
of its best theatre bands. Contracts 
on Russ Morgan and Jan Savitt were 
sold to them and both bands went 
over to Music Corp. of America. 
Third, Charlie Barnet, is. currently 
embroiled in legal proceedings to 
extricate his band from CRA, mean- 
time booking himself. 

Yates has been at home for the 
past week or so recovering from a 
twisted ankle suffered while trying 
to keep up with a bunch of young- 
sters in a baseball game. 














COLUMBIA BAND TOOTS | 
AT VICTOR ASSN. DANCE: 


j 





Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 

The RCA-Victor Athletic Club, | 
composed of employees of the RCA- | 
Victor plant in Camden, held their | 
annual shindig at Convention Hall | 
on Friday (18). 

The band that was hired for the | 
affair was that of Will Bradley, who | 
waxes his music for Columbia Rec- | 
ords—RCA-Victor’s rival. 


Bob Chester Opens Aud, 
Crowd of 800 Shows 


Buffalo, Oct. 22. 

Bob Chester, first band to play 
new Memorial Aud, lured only 800 
comers Thursday (17). Disappoint- 
ing b.o. was due in part to chilly, 
rainy spell, many preferring to hear 
him over WEBR pickup than .-ven- 
ture out. 

Tap was &85c, both presale and at 
door. 





Shribman for GAC, Chi.; 
Weems Brothers on Own 


General Amusement Corp's Chi- | 


cago branch underwent a shift in 
personne] effective Monday (21). 
Art Weems, its boss, resigned and 
his place was taken by Joe Shrib- 
man, who had been one-night booker 
there and formerly was stationed in 
New York. Shribman’s one-night 
job was taken over by Phil Brown 
who left his similar calling for Con- 
solidated Radio Artists in Cleveland. 
CRA has no replacement for Brown 
yet. 

Weems wil combine with his 
brother Bob, who recently was let 
out by GAC when the latter closed 
its Cincinnati office, the pair going 
into personal management. 

Bob Sanders, head of Consoli- 
dated’s Chicago office resigned his 
post last week, being replaced by 
George Lueks. Bob Ehlert takes 
over CRA Chi one-night dating 
Both had been with the office there 








Ted Weems’ Grosses 


Chicago, Oct. 22 
“Ted Weems orchestra, in five days 
of one-nighters since closing at the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel here on Oct. 
12, has played té6 total gross of 
$8,849. 

Breakdown on the individual en- 
Bagement grosses has $2,324 for 
Charles Benson in Springfield, II1.; 
$1,171 for Stanley Mal in Gary, Ind.; 
$1,268 for Harry Landfert in Marion, 
Ind.; $1,271 for William Vicars in 
Pontiac, Il.; $2,816 for A. L. Guzzie 
in Muncie, Ind. 





Rudolf Prim, Jr., and his band 
opened at El Cortez hotel in San 
Diego. 





Warney Ruhl has been spotted at 
Gino’s restaurant, Hancock, Mich.. 
for a stay of 12 weeks. He played 
the same stand the second two weeks 
In August, 


Coast Palladium Readying 





Hollywood, Oct. 22. 
Palladium, newest of the Coast 


the NBC and Columbia studios and 
| across the street from Earl Carroll’s 
nitery, will be unveiled Oct. 31. 

Tommy Dorsey is the leadoff band, 
followed by Artie Shaw, Glenn 
Miller, Glen Gray’s Casa Lomans, 
Kay Kyser and Larry Clinton, in 

Six months ago, Eddie Met- that order. Morrie~Cohen, onetime 

calfe, saxman and vocalist, quit film producer, operates, 
Dick Barrie’s band for a berth —- 
with the Herman Middleman 
outfit at the Yacht Club here. 
Three weeks“ back, Metcalfe 
turned in his notice, telling Mid- 
dieman he was tired of Pitts- 
burgh, wanted to travel and had 
just received an offer from the 
Leighton Noble band which was 
on tour. 

A few days after he joined 
Noble, the latter was signed to 
open the William Penn Hotel's 
Chatterbox here and now Met- 





Tired of Pittsburgh 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. 





DROP SLOW 
SELLERS 





COLUMBIA TO 





calfe is back in town again—for 


at least a two-month stretch. Columbia Records expects to do 


a bit of housecleaning on its popular 
labels within the next couple of 
months. Recording outfit intends 
sweeping about six or eight bands 
and singers off its Columbia 50c and 


Consolidated Sets Himber 
Into New Jersey Spot, | os» 35 tees.” Some, of the ones 
Usually MCA Exclusive a if their sales increase be- 


now and the expiration of 
| contracts. Each name still has a 

Consolidated Radio Artists cracked |°°UPIe of months or a half dozen 
a Music Corp. of America stronghold |Sides to go on present agreements. 














How to Be a Bandleader’ Changes 
Both Its Real and Ghost Authors 
Early this past spring a book was 


e,e . ’ 
British Publishers . | started on ‘How to Be a Bandleader’ 
Top 1? Radio Plugs and completed in short order by 


| Larry Nixon. It was to be under 
| that title with Benny Goodman's col- 
| laboration. Its prospective publishers, 
| McBride, didn’t care for the ap- 





London, Sept. 22. 

(Sept. 16-22) 
Can’t Love You Any More. .FDH 
pS |. © Se FDH 








; : | proach and it was turned over to 
Tiggerty Boo............ Maurice | Les Leiber, Columbia Broadcasting 
I Hear Bluebirds........ Lafleur | staff publicity writer, for revision. 
Meet the Stn Halfway .Campbell 'Leiber finished the work a little 
Playmates ............ Campbell while ago, but since has unsuccess- 
Begin the Beguine...... Chappell | fully sought Goodman’s final okay on 
Don’t You Ever Cry..Bradbury the thing. And the deadline for de- 
toy Rush In..." *¢ Lafleur | livery of it to McBride was nearing. 
eadaiies. « : ‘ ee Leiber contacted his old boss, Paul 
Rene Me AO on Whiteman, with whose band he used 

ih hat tant Neagteel tek ts | to play a ‘hot’ 10c flute, and arranged 

to safeguard: the script if Goodman 

didn't okay it in ti “Bride’ 

Strand, N.Y., Must Delete ‘Geokuan Wine’ ont te 





| deadline. Goodman didn’t and the 
° | book will be published under the 

Contract Clause Passing | title ‘How to Be a Bandleader,’ by 
| Paul Whiteman as told to Les Leiber. 

Taxes to Orchestras Payoff is in the different style bands 

| batoned by both leaders in the past 


; Z | which, of course, has nothing to do 
American Federation of Musicians | with the story. 


last week notified bookers of bands 
for the Warner Bros. circuit to de- 


lete from future contracts a clause | Shep Fields Set for New 


which puts bandleaders hired for | 











| Kingston were represented. 


'last week by booking Richard Him- 
ber into the Chatterbox, Mountain- 
side, New Jersey, for four weeks 
starting Oct. 31. Himber also is 
usually booked by MCA though he’s 
not contracted to any office. 

He'll replace MCA’s current Bunny 
Berigan there. MCA developed the 


| spot as a buildup stand for its bands. 





UNION FAREWELLS ITS 
MILITARY ELIGIBLES 


Troy, N. Y., Oct. 22. 
Troy Local 13, AFM, gave a fare- 
well party Monday night at Dinty’s 
Terrace Garden on Albany-Saratoga 





Road for its members in 105th In-| 


fantry Band, who leave during the 
week with the National Guard for 


training at Camp McClelland, Ala- | 
Fred W. Birnbach, interna- | 
tional secretary of the federation, | 


bama. 


topped the scheduled speakers. Fol- 


lowing the dinner, the musicians | 


went into a jam session. 


Reservations were made for 250 | 


guests at the party. Locals within 
the area bounded by Glens Falls, 
Utica, North Adams, Mass., and 
Ralph 
W. Eycleshimer, president of Troy 
unit, headed committee arranging 
the affair. 





AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 


Both Masters and Lyman Using 
Songfest Variations 








Several bandleaders in New York | 


at the moment all seem to have hit 
on the same crowd-pleasing idea at 


once, and at least two of ’em are | 
based on a gag being used at the | 


Earle theatre, Washington, D. C. 
Frankie Masters, whose band is cur- 
rently at the Taft hotel, New York, 
started an idea he calls ‘Sing a Song 
with Masters’ last Saturday (19). To- 
morrow (Thursday) or the following 


night Abe Lyman, at the New York- 
er hotel, will inaugurate an idea 


along similar lines which he calls 
‘Sing a Song with a Mike.’ 

Both have equipped themselves 
with small hand mikes which can be 
circulated among their patrons at 
various times, enabling those who 


care to try it to sing a chorus with | 


their band. Masters doesn’t record 
any attempts, but Lyman’s idea is to 
have a recording made of some, not 
all, of the voices that respond at the 
New Yorker, and presented to each 
singer. 


above his bandstand on which slides 
'earrying song lyrics will be pro- 
jected. 

In additions Lyman’s songfest will 
be broadcast a half-hour weekly over 
WMCA, N. Y., starting this Sunday 
(27) at 11-11:30 p.m. Both Lyman’s 
'and Masters’ stunts are admittedly 


'taken from the Earle, Wash., where | 
solos from community sings are re- | 


corded in like manner. 


| For the past several weeks Johnny | 
{Long has been using a variation of | 
the same idea at the Roseland Ball- | 


room, N. Y. He gets a certain num- 
ber of volunteers onto the bandstand 
each evening to sing with his group 
and later hands each a ‘Recordgraph.’ 


Company meanwhile is making 


He has made arrangements | 
for a small screen to be erected | 


| preparations to bolster its list of 
| talent on both labels, as well as re-| 
|placing those that are going off. 








George White B’way Cafe 

Shep Fields’ band has been booked 
|to go into the new George White 
| nitery on the site of the old Cotton 


| Club, New York. White's spot will 


| be tagged the Gay White Way and 
| expects to get going the last week 
|in November or the first in De- 
|cember. Fields is down for seven 
|weeks. He’s currently at the Essex 
House, New York, 


Cotton Club’s shuttered spot was 
| originally set to be taken over by 
Mario, presently operating the near- 
|by Hurricane, but the deal fell 
| through. 


dates at its Strand theatre, N. Y., | 
and others out of town, in the posi- | 
tion of assuming liability for social 
security and unemployment taxes. 
AFM stated that under a rule relayed 
FRED COLE JOINS T. DORSEY | to band users via circular letter sent 
Boston, Oct. 22. out last July 5 ‘liability for payment 
Fred Cole, announcer at WBZ for| of such taxes is an obligation im- 
|the past three years and a local ex- | posed by law upon the employer and 
|pert on swingiana, left Boston last | not the subject of a contract.’ 
| week to drive to California. From| AFM sent letters to various agen- 
|the West Coast Cole will do five|cies and personal managers inform- 
| broadcasts as the announcer for the| ing them not to okay contracts be- 
new Tommy Dorsey series, while the | tween bands and theatres so long as 
_band is making a film. | the agreements carried such a clause. 
| Will later return east with orches-|It also ordered leaders not to sign 
| tra to announce the shows from New | such a contract. Letters were dated 
| York City. | Oct. 18. 


| 
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Night Club Reviews 











PERSIAN ROOM, N. Y. 


HOTEL PLAZA, N. Y. 


Russell Markert revue with John 
Buckmaster, Dixie Dunbar and Rhy- 





dinner-jacket set apparently enjoy 
seeing themselves as others do, 
which was evidenced by the way 
they almost flooded the long-haired 
boys and short-haired femmes out 
of the Village joint after they caught 


RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


‘Flores de la Noche’ revue with 
Jack Cole Co. (Anna Austin and 
Florence Lessing), Elsie Houston, 
Vincente Gomez, Eddie LeBaron or- 
chestra (13), featuring Morris King, 
Jacqueline Salter, Bill Karr; Dr. 
Sydney Ross; $2.50 minimum dinner, 
$1 and $2 cover. 








It had to happen, what with the 











Bands at the Boxoffice 





(Presented herewith, as @ weekly tabulation, 4s the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price.) 








Covers Total 


: Weeks P . 
thmaires (4), Alfred Drake, Hope) on. - ; y . congarhumba vogue still on the UP-| Band Hotel Played Week om 
Manning, Elenore Tennis, 8 girls; Possibly it’s discretion, oe beat. Now the Senors oe none Eddy Duchin......Waldorf (500; $1-$1.50)..........000. 6 ~ 900 hope 
Dick Gasparre orch (11) and Gerry; known as the better part of valor,| have gone Spanish and they're call-| haat Biltmore (300: $1-$1.50) 4 908 ; 
Morton’s band (5); $3.50 minimum | but finding himself smack in the} ing the managing director Juan Roy,| Ray Heatherton...Biltm Sg one op tlh - ,150 
dinner, $1.50 and $2.50 cover. enemy’s camp, Mr. Josephson has/by Latin nomenclature. Show is| Sammy Kaye. ....Commodore (650; 75c-$1.50)......... ( 700 1,700 

ons done his ribbing in gentler vein.| 100% fandango-flavored, and a good| Ray Kinney*......Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 23 =1,450 29.800 
The Persian Room is letting its) Anton Refregier has painted the| change of pace for the room. Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)..... oe 2 1,025 3,150 
hair down this season taking a cue| kidding murals which set off the Coincident with the return of Abe Lyman*..... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 1 = 1,600 2,600 
from the St. Regis where ice shows | spot and are counterpart of a “— Eddie LeBaron and his band, hg 2 = Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 2 1975 3,835 
have proved good boxoffice, and is| point of the downtown place. To} de la Noche’ also brings bac Jac Tony Pastor.....<Lincoln (225; 7Sc-$1.50)......-..... 3 400 1,800 
splurging with a properly decorous| be seen are Jerome Zerbe floating} Cole with his two clever dance 
Russell Markert revuette in the best | in air and lensing an all-too-willing| mimes, Anna Austin and Florence : - . ti 1 h Ithough the band is th 
Radio City Music Hall tradition.| couple, debbies giving testimonials | Lessing, but this time they're more Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, a g is the 


This is in addition to Dick Gas- 
parre’s crack dansapation (11 men), 
alternating with Gerry Morton's 
rhythmic quintet, which shifted over 
from the Hotel Savoy-Plaza where | 
he alternates with Emile Petti dur- 
ing the year. 

Going s.a. with eight in the line 
and a number of principals, how- 


for soup, opera fans eying each other 
instead of the show, ticker tape and 
a number of neatly caricatured col- 
umnists caught taking notes in fa- 
vorite haunts. It’s all rather surreal- 
ist and topped by two Dali-like fig- 
ures floating from the ceiling, con- 
trived by Robert Cronbach. Among 
other appurtenances is a sofa with 


Martinique and Cubanola in their 
terpsichorean conceptions than their 
former Balinese style. Cole who, in- 
cidentally, was long laid up with a 
fractured ankle, is still among the 
best in his style of imaginative dance 
work, and he handles two opportuni- 
ties, one a la Martinique and the 
other more rhumba, in tiptop fash- 





major draw, 3 days. 


‘ 





is set for another six months. This 
season the hotel’s operators are 
making a play to strengthen the 
room as a gathering place for New 
York’s upper strata. On opening 
night there was more than a smat- 


—$———. 


Ted Powell Fast Subbing 
For Ailing Bobby Byrne 


In almost a last-minute booking, 


C : oe Teddy Powell’s orchestra was 
, ’ hand-painted stripes and a bronze|ion. Their costumes, too, are quite| tering of bluebloods on invitation. = 

Eieter te tee go * lig This in-memoriam plate. unusual. With a long summer road stretch jong ne ee at Se —— 

spot, while perhaps formula through| Spot, seating 350 on main level| Elsie Houston, another cafe stand-| of theatres and one-nighters under | Byrne a e » Cedar 


the years, had a surefire boxoffice 


and balcony, had varied past—and 
‘past’ is used advisedly—before Jos- 


ard, best known through her work 
at Le Ruban Bleu, contributes Bra- 


its belt, during which the outfiit 


Grove, N. J., beginning last night 


iti i - ie ee 2 clicked solidly with its ‘So You . 
oer with pore patel Paul, ephson’s advent, During prohibition |Zilian ditties in Portuguese, and| want to Lead a Band’ come-on, (Tuesday). Powell is set for at least 
who jealously watched over his|it was Belle Livingston's, later the Vincente Gomez with authentic| Kaye’s unit sounds better than ever 


room; Eddy Duchin on the podium 
with his svelte syncopation; and 
the DeMarcos on the hoof for the 
divertissement. Now Duchin is com- 
mitted to the Waldorf—and both 
he and Paul mis. each other frankly, 
as do the customers going to both 
places—and the DeMarcos are plenty 
busy in the Ed Wynn show. 

Not that Markert hasn’t fitted the 
standards well. In fact, anybody 
who knows the hotel’s high require- 
ments must realize he’s fitted the bill 


Surf, Park Ave., 
Mother Kelly’s. 
Entertainment is in the same 
boogie-woogie vein as in the Village 
nitery. Fact is, it has been brought 
up intact from south of Greenwich 
avenue. Resplendancy and size make 
the spot less intimate than Cafe 
Society I and Hazel Scott and the 
boogie-woogie pianists thus suffer 
somewhat. Apparently seeing latter’s 
hands is an important adjunct to en- 
joyment and Josephson is figuring 


Joe Zelli’s and 


flamenco Spanish airs on his guitar 
(he’s familiar via NBC _ buildup) 
rounds out the revuette that shapes 
up more importantly than its lack 
of numbers suggests. LeBaron em- 
cees besides batoning, leaving Mor- 
ris King, his concertmaster, to con- 
duct the show and also officiate for 
the relief session with his integral 
unit. Jacqueline Salter and Bill 
Karr are new vocalists featured 
with LeBaron’s band. 

The Rockefeller Center's high snot 


in its particular style. One of the 
most noticeable differences, however, 
is in the outfit’s rhythm. It has 
never been as definite. Apparently 
the leader has given the section's 
drummer a bit more leeway, not 
enough to make him ride above the 
rest, but sufficient to give group 
more lift. Always a danceable 
bunch, Kaye and his men had the 
dance floor here crowded at all 
times when caught and a sizeable 





a week and may remain the entire 
three weeks of Byrne's. stretch, 
everything depending on Byrne’s re- 
cuperation. Latter was scheduled to 
leave the hospital yesterday (Tues- 
day) feeling much better. He had 
been operated on for appendicitis. 
Powell's place at the Famous Door, 
New York, where his new band had 
been since debuting several weeks 
ago, was taken last night (Tuesday) 


, ; is a natural showplace and John Roy | Percentage of almost 800 covers was by the Disciples of Rhythm, an 
celts: Venent ial teen 10 do Some Te pout et the four | and his aide, Ed Seay, should have | Underwritten by college-age check- |eight-piece combination that clicked 


And there is a sufficient pot-pourri 
of variety to relieve the entire pic- 


Negro lads whose spirituals in rhy- 
thm marked them big downtown, 


no compunction about putting the 
bee on the project for more elastic 





grabbers. 
On the entertainment side the 





° eas i * rli il- 
ture. But, in toto, it doesn’t jeli,| top all else up north. ‘Their ability Siok te wollen ek ee ee” aes 
and the sum and substance forces a/| to rl ; ‘ " as & pol Presa. : 
conclusion that John Buckmaster |crowded and chattering nitery for that reason, of course, that the | separately and as a trio, and a new 


the clever mimic, couldn’t just about 
supply all the divertissement re- 
quired, with a possible assist from 
one other good act. 


tribute. Miss Scott, who’s also m.c., 
doesn’t get far with her solo warb- 
ling from the floor, but whams ’em 

















As it plays, Elenore Tennis intros 
with a ballet. Alfred Drake, who 
tenored in ‘One for the Money’ and 
‘Two for the Show,’ serenades ‘Have 
You Seen a Heart’ and ‘Ribbon in 
Your Hair’ to the octet of lookers, 
all recruits from the Powers and 
Conover modeling factories which, 
incidentally, are an_ increasing 
source of decorative talent in stage 
ensembles, and not merely for 
straight and modeling purposes. Dixie 
Dunbar and her four male Rhythm- 
aires do conga taps in unison, ex- 
pertly and well, and Hope Manning 
primas with equal charm and pro- 
fessionalism. But 
Buckmaster to boff ’em, starting 
with a cabbie routine and thence 
into his now well-seasoned monologs 
anent the man-ordering-a-meal; his 
impressions of Kaltenborn, Swing 
and travelog man FitzPatrick, plus 
others. Buckmaster, since starting 
with Greta Keller at the Hotel Al- 
gonquin’s supper club, has traveled 
fast and far, and will very likely 
become a standard in the nitery cir- 
cuit from here to Florida. 

Productionally, the revue is taste- 
fully and imaginatively costumed by 


it remains for | 


when she takes to the piano with 
| swing versions of Liszt, Bach, Percy 
| Grainger and whomever else the 
| house wills. Pete Johnson and Al- 


by; Ammons, fixtures from the start 


at C.S. I, are solid as ever with their | 


| boogie-woogie on the keys, separately 
and together. Teddy Wilson’s six- 
man band achieves amazing, solid 
sounding hep, so modulated there is 
no trouble talking over it. Trickily 
draped band platform helps get the 
effect. 

Jack Guilford, once a regular at 
Cafe Society, now in ‘Meet the Peo- 
ple’ in Chicago, will be doubling at 
the uptown spot as m.c. when the 
| legit musical arrives in New York 
next month. His comedy is badly 
needed as a switch from the all- 
musical entertainment now. 

Prices, in keeping with the ele- 
gant surroundings, are higher than 
those at the other C. S. Minimum 
is $2 weekdays instead of $1.50 and 
$3 Saturdays and Sundays instead of 
$2, while dinners start at $1.75 in- 
stead of $1.50. Oscar Schimerman, 
once of old Sherry’s and more lately 
maitre at Claremont Inn, is gen- 
eralissimo. Herb. 


speaks more for them than any other | 


rental charge to the 65th floor niter- 
les 1s one of those things, but the 
fact that the formal Rainbow Room 
and informal Grill gross $1,000,000 a 
year between them (and fhe lunch- 
eon club, which is by membership) 
speaks for itself. Abel. 





LA MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 


Betty Keane, 
| Michael, Henny Youngman, Val Ol- 
| man and Herbert Corbello orches- 
tras; $2 and $3 minimum. 











Henny Youngman is the surprise 
| of this show as a flip comedian, fast, 
funny and fly with his small-talk 
| that seemingly goes better in the in- 
| timate confines of a cafe than in his 
| usual field, the vaudefilmers. And 
| while Youngman, as he puts it, ‘may 
|}not be so pretty,’ he’s certainly 
| bore. His material is bright and his 
| delivery brisk. He takes his cafe 
| spotting in stride, ad libbing the con- 
| ferenciering in excellent style, be- 
| sides his own boff monolog specialty 
| for the finale. 

Ex-dancer Dario (and Diane) 
| otherwise has a good all-round show 
at his class Martinique that’s easily 


comer, Arthur Wright. Wright is an 
extremely satisfactory tenor and 
stacks up a smart addition to the 
neat work turned in by the trio. 
Hotel has also added a dance team 
to further help the aim at society 
patronage, Grace and Graham are 


|smooth, working twice a night, at 


dinner and supper. They’re an exu- 
berant pair using more and better 


|devised routines than the average 


no | 


| twosome, 
Yvette, Marlynn & | 


liked. 
Wood. 


CLUB BALI, MIAMI 


Miami, Oct. 16. 
Gloria Grafton, Hal Cummings 
|Harry Bernie, Bali Bali Girls (6), 
Markos Rhumba Troupe (6), Tommy 
Nunez Orch (10), Syd’s Rumbaritos 
| (4); $1 minimum. 
| 


They were well 








| ‘Wingy’ Grober is one of favored 
few who managed to remain in good 
graces of the public this summer. 


well in the black and bids fair to 
| hold its own against all comers this 
season. In line with this, Grober 
has enlarged the room to accomodate 
100 or so more diners, and installed 





worth the $2 minimum ($3 Satur-|4 Sliding stage, elevating show in| 








| which 


at the Pump Room of the Ambas- 
sador hotel, Chicago, recently. 





KNOWS ANYHOW? 


Willard Alexander’s Odd Contacts 
With Rival Bocking Office 








One of the most peculiar situa- 
tions ever encountered in the band 
business—and an open secret that 
has had people familiar with it won- 
dering for some time—finds one of 
the top executives in one band 
agency personal managing first one, 
now two bands under contract to an 
opposition agency. Willard Alexan- 
der, head man of the Wm. Morris 
agency band setup, is personal man- 
ager for the Count Basie and Benny 
Goodman bands and, while handling 
the booking and developing of the 
properties he is directly responsible 
for, finds time to guide Basie and 


|Goodman by supervising and okay- 
|ing dates booked for them by the 
| Music Corp. of America. 

| As a result his Club Bali has kept | 


Many exchanges of data and tele- 
phone calls on dates for the two 
bands are done between offices, 
means that Alexander is in 
the position of having revealed to 
him part of the business and some 








day). Betty Keane is a tapster, okay | clear view of all. Spots tropic decor | of the prospective dates which an 


Nat Karson (who also did the light- 


a 


Nat Karson (who 4 ni but not particularly needed here, al-| remains unchanged except for ad- a booking outfit is angling 
ing). e Persian Room, on e es though her stepping is deft and| dition of a trick volcano, rigged up | to get. 

other hand, seems to have lost some Hawaiian Room, Dallas showmanly. The blonde Yvette |to erupt occassionally with electri- | ‘ 
of its charming intimacy by shifting ' 





(ADOLPHUS HOTEL) 


Seen wot 





the bandstand to the left of the main 
door, where the service bar used to 
be. The added tables, plus the mir- 
rored background which further 
adds -to the illusion of size, has pro- 
portionately reduced the feeling of 
clubbiness that is part and parcel of 
the most desired cafe standards. 
Actually, the capacity hasn’t been 
increased extraordinarily save for 
the few extra tables where the 
bandstand used to be. 


The two orchestras are tops for | 


class 


patronage. Dick Gasparre’s 
Ri, 


with himself at the Steinway, 


gives out smooth and hot; his three | 
reeds, three brass, two violins and | 


piano-bass-drums making for a 
spirited yet properly subdued aggre- 


gation. Gerry Morton is excellent | 
relief with his brisk quintet. He too 
conducts from his piano. Abel. 


Cafe Society Uptown, N.Y. | 





Hazel Scott, Golden Gate quartet, 
Pete Johnson, Albert Ammons 
Teddy Wilson Orch (6); $2 and $3 
minimum, 





Barney Josephson, the former 
Trenton (N.J.) shoe dealer who 
turned a Greenwich Village base- 
ment into a moneymaker, has taken 
himself another bite to chew and an- 
nexed a hunk of East 58th street to 
give the smart-side hoities an even 
break. New spot is’ labeled Cafe 
Society Uptown to differentiate it, of 
course, from Cafe Society Down- 
town, which continues on its nose- 
thumbing way at the socialite crowd 
a which it sneeringly takes its 
itle. 

Not that the uptown spot has gone 
polite. That would have been bad 
business. The guys and gals of the 


ann a 





Dallas, Oct. 18. 
Malcolm Beelby Orch, Aggie Auld 
Eddie Umi Loo, Johnny Kaaihue’s 
Quartet, Malia. 





club row, is the newly redecorated 
Adolphus hotel’s Hawaiian Century 
|Room, where Malcolm  Beelby’s 
Royal Hawaiian orchestra and native 
entertainers are esconced in an eye- 
pleasing setting of the islands. Ani- 
mated murals, which depict actual 
storm scenhes—highlights the decora- 
tions, which also include bamboo-en- 
| cased walls, palm trees and native 
| huts for private parties. 

Beelby’s band isn’t confined to 
| Hawaiian music, playing everything, 
native island songs, swing and sweet 
rhythm and waltzes. Beelby, a com- 
parative newcomer to the band busi- 
ness, is a personable maestro. Form- 
erly arranger for Warner Bros. 
studios, he organized his own band 
in 1938, making his debut at the 
Royal Hawaiian hotel, Hawaii. His 
three-month contract. there was ex- 
tended to 20 months. This engage- 
ment is his first on the Mainland. 

Aggie Auld, native hula dancer, 
could do without some poundage. 
Highlight of the floor show is Eddie 
Umi Loo, native Hawaiian who is 
making his first appearance on the 
Mainland. Loo’s clever interpreta- 
tion of native dances won over this 
smart crowd. 

Johnny Kaaihue’s Quartet is a 
family group of father, daughter, 
son and nephew. Singing and danc- 
ing. are their forte, used to fill in 
dtiring band intermission. 


House capacity of 550 filled dur- 





‘ing diner and supper show caught 


Friday (18), Ger. 


Latest innovation along local night | 


the Vichy government’s puppet ac- 
tions diminishing U. S. Francophile 
interest right now. She 


(Circa New Orleans). 





| amided a two-week booking at the 

Rainbow Grill (N.Y.) into a two- 
| year engagement, are not doing the 
| ‘champagne hour’ dance-instruction. 

but are out-and-out exhibition terp- 
|}ers, They’ve progressed consider- 
| ably since leaving the Rockefeller 


Michael and Marlynn, who pyr-| 


| nitery where, while they also did a| 


snatch of solo work as part of the 


| regular floor show—besides plugging | nevertheless manages it ¢ 
if : ee | ne Ss ages to hit on all 
| the 9:30-10:30 hour with the dance | eight vocally in a brace of rousing 


| contest idea, they didn’t register as 
| they do now. Michael seems to have 
especially improved his work op- 
posite the blonde Marlynn. Their 
terps are a bit away from the usual 
tango-waltz-fox sequence, going in 
for Polish peasant and polka num- 
bers, with unusual lifts and holds, of 
semi-nationalistic character, to con- 
trast their performance. 

Otherwise the brisk Val Olman 
and the zingy Herbert Corbello 
(brother of Fausto) orchestras dish 
up okay dansapation in U. S. and 
Latin style respec. Abel. 


Commodore Hotel, N. Y. 


(CENTURY ROOM) 


Sammy Kaye Orch (14) with 
Tommy Ryan, Charlie Wilson, Jimmy 
Brown, Arthur Wright; Grace and 
Graham. 














Beginning its third straight sea- 
| son at this east side spot, Thursday 
| (17), Sammy Kaye’s 


in a rush to take the pledge. 
| Gloria Grafton is easily the most 


sells the} polished personality to grace this 
ballads in forthright American style, | floor. 


although with a slight Gallic accent,| ling voice, and astonishingly clear 


Possessing a warm, compel- 
diction, her choice assortment of old 


from the ear-splitting pyrotechnics 
of some of her predecessors. She’s 


with a fine sense of timing, and is 
one of the few to completely com- 
mand the attention of diners in this 
large room. 

While lacking the warmth of his 
feminine counterpart, Hal Cummings 


ballads. Delivery would be still 


| more effective if he’d loosen up a 








sweet group | 


bit. As is, he constantly gives im- 
pression of concert baritone. , None 
of this repression evident in Harry 
Bernie, though. He’s an indefatig- 
able terper, who through sheer un- 
dilated exuberance, glosses up what 
otherwise would be pretty hack- 
neyed hoofing. 

Brennay Morrow,has done a 
slick job with the Bali Bali girls, 
routines and costuming. Heretofore 
heavy on optic appeal and light on 
art, they score this time with a 
modernized can-can. 

Markos rhumba troupe is a hold- 
over, winding up show taking cus- 
tomers on conga caper around the 
room. Tommy Nunez is an even 
zingier combination now, with a 
team of 10, doubling on fiddles. Syd’s 
Rumbaritos is actually unit from 
Nunez combo. Les. 





W. C, Handy autobiography to be 
published soon. 


with her beautiful, expressive hands | fying effect. While spectacular, any- 
and an ingratiating song style, is less| one in a bar fog getting load of this 
Frenchy than heretofore, what with| explosion is liakle to bolt the joint 





| 
| 


- , | Baltimore; 
an exceedingly gracious performer, | 


Band Bookings 


Bob Chester, Nov. 2, Arcadia Hall, 
Brooklyn; 4, Temple Hall, Staten 
Island, N. Y.; 27, Bellevue Stratford 











and new pops is a welcome relief | hotel, Philadelphia, one night. 


Jack Teagarden, Oct. 25, Coliseum, 
26, Town Hall, Philadel- 
phia; 27, Savoy B., New York; Oct. 
28, two weeks, Brunswick hotel, 
Boston. 

Charley Spivak, Nov. 6, two weeks, 
Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, 
N. Y. 


Ted Fio Rito, Nov. 1, Adolphus 


| hotel, Dallas, indef. 





Will Bradley, Nov. 1, U. of Penn- 
sylvania, Philadelphia. 
Del Courtnev, Nov. 9, Castle Farms, 


Cincinnati; 13, Colony Club, Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. , ; 
Duke Ellington, Nov. 1, Field 


House, Muncie, Ind.; 5, Crystal B., 
Fargo, N. D.; Civic Aud., Winnepeg, 
Can.; 15, Regal theatre, Chicago. 

Vincent Lopez, Nov. 2, Waldorf 
hotel, New York, one-night. 

Will Osborne, Nov. 23, Tromar B. 
Des Moines; 24, Skyline B., Sioux 
City, Ia.; 27, Chermot B., Omaha, 
Neb.; 7, I.A.M. Aud., Flint, Mich. 

Boyd Raeburn, Nov. 15, Palais 
Royale, South Bend, Ind.; 16, I.M.A. 
Aud., Flint, Mich. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Nov. 1, 20th 
Century T., Buffalo; 8, Williams Col- 
lege; 10, Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn.; 
15, week, Apollo T., New York. 

Erskine Hawkims, Nov. 1, 
Savoy B., New York. 


indef., 
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‘Your Presence Requested’ 


vy 





Traditionally, VAriery never reviewed the opening matinee of vaude- 
ville shows, and even used to dodge the supper show when that used to 
Desired preference was for the final 
show opening night, on the theory that this usually was the best per- 


mean the curtailed performance. 


formance of the talent. 
The 1940 switch is the reverse. 
Broadway or in the outlying keys, 


very first show, some starting before noon, where the schedule might 
call for five shows daily from the barrier, because—the acts aver— 
‘that’s when we can do all our stuff, before they start cutting us down 


in order to fit a running time.’ 


Conversely, Billy Brandt, operating the Flatbush in Brooklyn, which 
has a Thursday opening, requests Variery to cooperate by catching the 
Friday night’s performance because that means the show is blended 
better after being worked in 48 hours, since the sundry acts open cold 


there. 


Acts, whether at Loew’s State on 
now request Variery to catch the 








Anti-Gambling Raids Shut 2 Cleve 
Niteries; Ohio Villa Floorshow Out 








Cleveland, Oct. 22. 
Grand jury crusade against 
gambling on the eve of state elec- 
tions, which forced the Arrow and 
Thomas Clubs to fold, caused the 
swanky Ohio Villa to discontinue 
keno as well as its floor shows. 


New edition, slated to open tomor- 
row (Wednesday), had listed Cross 
and Dunn, Two Ashburns, Harriet 
Smith’s line and several others, but 
all acts were wired last-minute can- 
cellations. Since spot’s contract with 
Maurice Spitalny’s orchestra was 





also expiring this week, the inside 
dopesters are predicting that it will | 
shut down any day now until elec- 


tions are over. 

Three deluxe niteries involved 
went through the same ruckus four 
years ago. All located over the 
county line, they came out of it 
intact, but their jittery operators are 
not so confident about the outcome 
this time. So much heat is being 
turned on by state and local law 
authorities that they are begin- 
ning to believe the reform party’s 
threat to clean up Ohio, as far as 
the big-time casinos are concerned. 


a 


Yokels’ Delight 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 


Earl Carroll is plastering the 
outside wall of his nitery with 
150 cement blocks, each bearing 
the autograph of a film person- 
ality. 

He’s dubbed the exhibit ‘Wall 
of Fame’ and will make a big af- 
fair of it at the unveiling. 














Both the Thomas and Arrow were | 


harassed with such persistence by 
cops that they melted under the 
pressure, A raiding party of bulls 


swept through the Ohio Villa last | 
week, but found all the wheels and | 
bingo cards had been moved out. 
Despite lack of evidence, 
Frank Lausche ordered them to keep 
raiding nightly until the spot puts 
up its shutters, 

Mounds Club is also reported jit-| 
tery, although it’s the most exclu- 
Sive and expensive nitery in this 
section, playing such names recently | 
as Sheila Barrett, Sammy Walsh and 
Peggy Fears, 





BERNIE STARTS SUNDAYS 
AT LYRIC, BRIDGEPORT 


Ben Bernie and his orchestra tee 
off a new Sunday only band policy 
at the Lyric theatre, Bridgeport, 
Conn., Nov. 20. Theatre intends us- 
ing acts occasionally in conjunction 
With bands. 

Count Basie follows on the 27th. 








Golden Dragon, St. L., 
Loses Liquor License 





: St. Louis, Oct. 22. 

Excise Commissioner Phelim 
O’Toole has shuttered the Golden 
Dragon Club, downtown nitery, by 
revoking its liquor license. Charges 
of selling liquor after hours, per- 
mitting minors tu frequent the place | 
and conducting it in a disorderly 
manner were lodged against Christ 
Kalaige, manager. A _ 15-year-old | 
girl, formerly employed as an enter- 
tainer in the spot, testified she was 
served drinks after the closing dead- 
line. Kalaige did not contest the 
hearing. 

The club was formerly operated 
y Harry Anastas, who was fatally 
Shot about two yedrs ago by a) 
femme admirer, | 


DIET WITH 
VAUDE 


Cleveland, Oct. 22. 
Straight schedule of swing bands 








at the RKO Palace will be broken up 


|}and given more variety by five | 


manager, bagged on recent expedi- | 
tion to New York. 
Long off-and-on-again deal with 


the week of Oct. 25 after a month | 
of dickering. Show, including half- | 
dozen Hollywood players, had been | 
all lined up for an earlier date, but | 
Holt refused to sing until Jessel’s 


wife, Lois Andrews, was back in the 


cast. 
| 
| 


Xavier Cugat’s erew going into a 
Latin-American revue being built | 
by Dave Bines, RKO producer, for | 
Nov. 1 solves another in-again, out- 
again case. Mix up came when| 


| Xavier first planned a hotel appear- | 
jance at Statler’s 


Cuban Terrace | 
Room prior to Palace date, but it! 
was ironed out when he dropped | 
negotiations with hostelry. Danny | 
Kaye, Raoul and Eva Keyes are 
being added to this production. 
Getting one of season’s better 
grosses out of ‘Bali Bali’ giri revue 
last week, Holt is following it up 


|week of Nov. 8 with another oomph 


|jamboree tagged ‘Streets of Paris’ 
from New York World's Fair, Ex- 
pects to clinch a buy this week for 


Michael Todd’s ‘Gay New Orleans,’ 
also from the Manhattan Expo, for a 
late November booking, 

Woody Herman is the only other | 
name bandmaster slated for next | 
month, Nov. 15, with Louella Par- | 
sons’ unit set for Nov. 22. Latter | 
to consist of Binnie Barnes and her 
husband, Mike Frankovitch, Brenda 
Joyce, Tlona Massey, Robert Stack, 
Sabu and Bill Orr. | 

Charlie Flagler, KSO, Des Moines, | 
Iowa, who is just finishing a year of 
broadcasting for Hiland potato chips, 
has made 122 personal appearances 
during the year. Flagler is an old- 
time Keith-Orpheum vaude actor, 
having traveled with his wife in a 
song and piano act known as ‘Charlie 
and Ruth.’ | 





|running for 15 weeks. 


ACTS HOPEFUL 
OF BIG UPBEAT 


However, Many of Plans on 
Preparation Are Still in 
Blueprint Stage — Greater 
Need for Entertainment 
Stressed 


++ 


NITERY CLIMB SEEN 








Variety talent is hopefully look- 
ing forward to an upbeat in its em- 
ployment ranks as soon as the Gov- 
ernment’s defense spending finds its 
way into the spenders’ pockets. At 
the present time, most of the U. S. 
plans to build up its army, navy and 
air forces are still in the blueprint 
stage. 

Besides the expected great activity 
in armament, uniform and plane 
building factories, the talent also 
figures on a greater need for en- 
tertainment in those towns and cities 
near military camps and naval bases. 
It’s being taken for granted that 
niteries will augment their floor- 
shows when the service boys begin 
to flock in. 

As was proven during World War 
I, soldiers and sailors go for live 
entertainment. Equity, in fact, is 
already planning a program of co- 
operation with the Government in 
staging cantonment shows. Nitery 
and vaude talent is figuring on cash- 


ing in on this also, but its big hopes | 


are pinned on the privately-operated 
niteries and even theatres catering 
to the uniformed forces on furlough. 





Tacoma Busy 
Tacoma, Oct. 22. 

With thousands of National 
Guardsmen—and what’s expected 
will soon be many thousands of 
draftees—at Fort Lewis, in the vicin- 
ity of Tacoma, this locale, near the 
barracks, is showing life it hasn't 
known in years. Already three new 
night clubs, using bands and floor 
shows, have opened, 

Len Mantell, of the local Bert 


following new clubs: 1518, Happy 
Days, and Vienna, all in Tacoma; 
Silver Dollar, Grand Coulee, Twin 
Bridges roadhouse near Yakima, and 


Judge | George Jessel was finally tied for| Valley Tavern, Lewistown, Ida. Gen- 


erally, three acts, changed 
or bi-monthly, are used, 
with emcee ani band. 

Yakima, 30,000 pop, now has three 
night spots using floor shows; Ta- 
coma has four. 


weekly 
together 





New Seattle Club 
Seattle, Oct. 22. 

Seattle’s new club, the Golden 
Pheasant, a $40,000 eatery, is ready- 
ing a floor show. 

Cafe is located in the southern in- 
dustrial area, not far from Boeing’s 
huge aircraft factories, which are 
currently humming to meet U. S. 
orders. 


FEFE FERRY SUED BY 
GLEN POPE ON CONTRACT 


An action by Glen K. Pope, Ameri- 
can actor, against Felix Ferry, 
former European producer, now 
operating Fefe’s Monte Carlo and 
Cafe Pierre, N. Y. niteries, was re- 








vealed Wednesday (16) in N. Y. su- | 


preme court, Suit asks 
alleged breach of contract. 
Plaintiff was hired in July, 1934, for 
a production opening in Monte Carlo 
at $225 weekly for the duration of 
the European run. It is alleged Pope 
was fired Oct. 3, the day before the 
same show opened in London, latter 
It is for those 
weeks that the action asks damages. 
Defense asserts that the defendant 


$3,375 for 


was acting for the Societe des Bains | 


de Mer when he engaged the plain- 
tiff, and if there is any liability, it is 
the Societe’s and not Ferry’s. It is 
also claimed that London, England, 
is not Europe, so that the actual 
wording of the contract ‘for the du- 
ration of the run in Europe,’ has 
been fulfilled. 


AS JOB AID 





4 


Kelly Revives Philly UEA to Battle 
AGVA, Taking 7 B’d Members With 
Him; Bookers Org Caught in Middle 





John-Frederic Stand-In 





Among gadgets at the new 
Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y., are 
reproductions of hats from 
swank milliners painted on the 
mirror behind the bar. Manage- 
ment promises to change ’em 
monthlyyto keep up with the 
styles. 

Gag is that you can stand in 
front of them and see how 
they’d look on you. 


CHORUS, BOOZE 
BLUES HIT 
LYNCH 


Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 

When it rains it’s a deluge, ac- 
cording to Jack Lynch, operator of 
lone of the city’s leading niteries 
bearing his game. On Thursday 
night (17) eight ‘glamour girls’ mem- 
| bers of his line walked out on strike 
for shorter hours. Lynch burnt the 
| wires getting replacements. 

| Just when he thought everything 
|was. straightened out, bad news 
|struck again. The next day he re- 
ceived word that his spot had been 














| cited once more by the State Liquor | 


|Control Board on the charge of 
| selling booze to intoxicated persons 
and presenting entertainment after 
| the curfew hours. It was the third 
| citation on similar charges in a 
| little more than a year, 

The first resulted in a 60-day 
| suspension in July, 1939, which was 


|vaude shows that Nat Holt, zone| Levey offices, reports booking the | compromised by the payment of a 


| $600 fine. On the second, last 
| January, Lynch paid a fine of $900 
|in lieu of a 90-day syspension. Hear- 
|ing on the present charges will be 
|held before the local board ex- 
|}aminer on Oct. 30. Owner of the 
|spot was listed as Evans Burrows 
| Fontaine, 

| Lynch’s latest citation makes it 
almost a clean sweep for the board. 
Two weeks ago virtually every 
other central city night spot was 
listed as having violated the law 
against after hours booze selling. 





Al Donahue Gets Funny 
And Winds Up in Bed 


Al Donahue was forced out of the 
stage show at the Flatbush theatre, 
Brooklyn, last Tuesday night (15) by 
a wrenched back. 
injury while playfully assuming the 
role of understander for the Carr 
| Bros., balancing turn, which was on 
the bill with his band. Leader was 
taken home after the supper show 
that evening and is not with the 
outfit this week at the Windsor, 
Bronx, another Brandt house. 

Phil Brito, band’s vocalist, is lead- 
ing in Donahue’s absence. Leader 
| doesn’t expect to work until Satur- 
day (26). He’s scheduled then for 
|a one-nighter at the Variety Club, 
Columbus, O. Band goes into Baker 
hotel, Dallas, for two weeks Nov, 8. 











Punctures Ballooner 


| Jamestown, N. Y., Oct. 22. 


Despite arm wound, Ilo Mendez, 
balloon dancer, completed her turn 
in floor show at Celoron Park Pier 
ballroom Thursday (17). 


who ex- 
plodes balloons during act with soft 
missles shot from gun. 


| Treated at hospital afterward. 


He suffered the | 


The 19- | 
| year-old entertainer was wounded 
; accidentally by partner, 


Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 

Tom Kelly, ousted two weeks ago 
as executive secretary of the Philly 
local of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists, on Friday (18) de- 
clared war on the union—and it 
looks like a fight to the finish. Kelly 
set up his G.H.Q. in the Shubert 
building, right down the hall from 
the AGVA offices, and confidently 
announced he would have the bulk 


of the AGVA members under his 
wing before the next couple of 
weeks roll by. Kelly has revived the 
United Entertainers Assn., indepen- 
dent outfit which he dissolved on 
swinging over to AGVA. He said 
that the UEA would remain indepen- 
dent and scotched reports he would 
affiliate with the CIO. 

Seven members of the local ex- 
ecutive board of the union took a 
powder and followed Kelly back to 
the UEA. The board members who 
took a walk were Jack Spangler, Joe 
Burns, Harry Lewis, Kli-Ban, Dick 
Jones, Joseph Campbell and Al Rea. 
Kelly also boasted that 90% of the 
AGVA membership here, plus ‘at 
| least a half dozen’ other board mem- 
bers, were behind him. 4 
| ‘We don’t need AGVA in this 
' town,’ Kelly declared. ‘We got along 
okay when we were an independent 
| union and we’ll get along now.’ Kelly 
|also said he had received a pledge 
of cooperation from the agents and 
|eafe owners here. A meeting will 
be called in the near future at the 
UEA clubhouse to vote on policies 
| and elect officers, he said. 
| Meanwhile, Lee Traver, who re- 
| placed Kelly as executive AGVA 
|secretary, said his organization 
| would ignore Kelly ‘unless he start- 
| ed some trouble.’ Traver said Kelly’s 
group would have no standing in the 
Jabor movement here and could ex- 
pect to receive no cooperation from 
‘other unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor in the 
event of a showdown. This applies 
|to the musicians union, bartenders, 
| waiters and allied groups, who would 
| be honor-bound to side with AGVA 
against an independent organization 
like UEA. 


EMA in the Middle 





| Caught between the crossfire is the 
| Entertainment Managers Assn., or- 
| ganization of bookers. With per- 


| formers in Philly now holding cards 
| of two organizations, the tenpercent- 
ers are in a dither and are expected 
to take an attitude of ‘a plague on 
both your houses’ and recognize 
neither group. 

At a meeting Thursday (17) most 
of the members went on record 
against dealing with either union. 
Protected by the state, through li- 
censing, the bookers will refuse to 
use AGVA or UEA contracts and 
hereafter will discontinue the prac- 
tice of hiring only union performers. 

Traver, however, pointed out that 
most class acts are AGVA members 
and they would refuse to work with 
non-union entertainers. 


The EMA re-elected its roster of 
officers for the coming year. They 
are Jack Mazer, president; Roy 
Cross, vice-president; Joseph Smith, 
treasurer, and Madeline Woods, sec- 
retary, Five members of the board 


were also re-elected. 


HOOFERS’ 256 LIBEL 
SUIT VS. PEEK MAG 


Jeanne Francis and Jerry Grey, 
|dancers, filed a $25,000 libel action 
{Thursday (17) in the N. Y¥. federal 
court against Bilbara Publishing Co., 
Inc., publishers of Peek. 

Plaintiffs claim that in the Aue 
gust, 1940, issue of Peek, pho- 
tographs of them were published 
, which showed them, ‘not as creative 
dancers, but as crazy and fanatic 
: dancers.’ 
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New Acts 








CHARLES LAUGHTON 
Talk, Dramatic 

12 Mins. 

Keith Memorial, Beston 

Here’s one Hollywood star who 
knows how to talk to his fans, how 
to make them feel better acquainted 
with him and how to keep them en- 
tertained. So informal and casual 
is Laughton in his personal appear- 
ance that there is no intimation of 
studied routine. Result is about as 
near as one can come to a one-way 
chat with a house full of 3,000 or 
more customers. : | 

Since this house is on a straight | 
film policy and Laughton’s appear- | 
ance was for two shows only in con- 
nection with the showing of ‘They 
Knew What They Wanted,’ the star 
had no benefit of musical or produc- 
tion buildup. This only added to 
the effectiveness of his offering, 
which consisted of bits from such of 
his films as ‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ 
‘Beachcomber’ and ‘Ruggles of Red 
Gap.’ Best bets are his impression 
of Captain Bligh, taking a different 
scene from that habitually chosen 
by Laughton impersonators, and his 
rendition of the Gettysburg Address. 
Laughton had them teary-eyed with 
the Gettysburg delivery. 

Filmster gave ’em two recitations 
and then scrammed, but the demand 
for encores brought him on several | 
times until he had to beg off. Busi- 
ness of scratching his head and | 
otherwise looking folksey is a good 
note, but the smartest of all was | 
motioning away th: stage mike and 
really filling the house with a human 
and un-canned voice. That’s a/| 
novelty in almost any theatre now. | 

Ox. 


ROMO VINCENT 
Comedy, Sengs 
15 Mins. 








Paramount Theatre, N. Y. 


Romo Vincent, portly comic, is 
doubling into his first shot at the | 
Par from the Hurricane nitery. He 
has clicked at the latter spot, but on 
this stage is not punching his stuff | 
home with the same effect. There’s | 
not much fault to be found with his 
deliwery, or for that matter with the 
material, but for some reason the 
stuff he uses just doesn’t make much 
impression. He got a nice reception | 
from a warm audience, however. The 
difference between sock and so-so 
may lie in the comparison between 
an intimate room and a multi-seated 
theatre. 

Comic uses his ‘Blow Gabriel, 
Blow’ bit for an opener, then goes 
into ‘Keep Rolling’, a bit based on 
hack drivers’ experiences. He 
rhythmically rolls his body during | 
the tune and rocks the Par’s elevator 
stage enough to be noticeable. Not | 
enough people caught it, though, for 
the desired effect. Cowboy song 
comes next. It’s broken by a few | 
quick and funny recitations. Finish- 
ers are ‘Fifth Avenue’ and ‘I Am An 
American,’ both done with interpo- 
lations. His voice is strong. Wood. 





RUBY RING 
Contortionist 
4 Mins. 

Loew’s State, N. Y. 
This kid is a knockout specialty, 
either in front of a band or in a 
floorshow. Some of her rubber-bone 
work is actually startling, but never 
offensive. She’s a young strawberry 
blonde, works on a miniature stair 
platform and a couple of pedestals, 
and runs through a surprising num- | 
ber of sock tricks in short order. 

This audience liked her. Scho. 


| their 


| the groove. 


FRANCES LANGFORD-JON HALL 


Songs 
15 Mins. 
Paramount theatre N. Y. 

On her third trip to this house, 
Frances Langford is accompanied by 
hubby Jon Hall, the pair serving 
up an approximate quarter hour of 
songs and conversation that stacks 
up as the brightest spot on the bill. 
Despite the singer suffering with a 
cold, she handles her i 
easy, practiced style. It’s only in 
the opening ‘Broadway Rhythm’ that 
any effects of the cold show through. 

Hall comes on following the sing- 
er’s opening number and reveals 
in numerous ways that he hasn't had 


much p.a. experience He _ falters 
in handling lines, forgets titles of 
tunes, etc., but it’s all done in a 
smooth-voiced sort of bashful way 
which sets him in solid with. an! 
audience. His tail and nice looking 
appearance helps. Another thing 


the chair holders apparently eat up 
is the man and wife tete-a-teting on 
stage. It’s done lightly and 
cerely. 

Pair do one tune in duo, ‘And So 
Do I,’ 
that comes over okay. Before hop- 
ping to Miss Langford’s side he gets 
in a few giggles by batonning the 
band, calling for stuff that isn’t forth- 


coming. She finishes with the de- 

lelining ‘I'll Never Smile Again’, 

handling it for all it’s worth. 
Wood. 


LOIS ANDREWS 


Singing 
5 Mins. 
20th Century, Buffalo 
Lois Andrews’ contribution to 


George Jessel’s current ‘Hollywood 
Stars’ presentation is so brief as to 
barely warrant including under New 
Acts. After frequent allusions to his 
May-December romance throughout 
the routine, Jessel brings oa his wife 
with a properly modest introduction. 


She goes almost immediately into 
|‘Madame LaZonga’ for a_ straight 
rendition of the number without | 


frills. 
This much publicized Broadway 


|show girl turns out to be a pleasant 
and wholesome appearing young wo-| laughs. 


man of the statuegque type, dis- 
playing an undistinguished contralto. 
and, in her stage presence and sing- 
ing, revealing a wide unfamiliarity 
with solo stage work. Although in- 
clined to be ungainly, she is nicely 
gowned appears raturally cn- 
dowed with plenty of facial and phy- 
sical pulchritude. 

But if she intends 
make a bid for theatrical honors, on 
the basis of her ability as displayed 
here, she had better stick close to 
Jessel, whose fringe of comedy gags 
furnishes a necessary assist in the 
display of his wife’s otherwise so-so 
talents. Burton. 


anf 
aiu 


JERRY AND TURK 
Dancing, Comedy 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh 


Couple of screwballs, this brother- | 


sister combo, originally jitterbug 
champs, have enlarged their scope, 
act and also their audience. 
Surefire, but strictly for the cafe 
belt. 

Their stuff has neither rhyme nor 
reason; it’s just a smattering of 
smartness—beggin poddon to Oscar 
Levant—and practically all of it in 
Some of the turn is 
superfluous and team has a tendency 
to pad too much if the audience is 
with them. 

Male half is a little bit of Milton 


Berle, Joe E. Lewis and a couple of 


vocaling in| 


sin- | 


Hall apologizing for a voice | 


| ster of pleasing personality. 
|some patter with his act, but this 
|should be strengthened, possibly for 


| was old yesterday, 
day. 
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the Ritz Brothers, mixing gags, hoke 
} songs and hoofing, and gal’s a dizzy 
| duenna who could be attractive, but 
‘sacrifices that quality for outlandish 
/poses and facia] contortions. She 
| works with audience as well as to it, 
land they use a men’s room attendant 

for a stooge in a Rube Goldberg 
| silly and anybody else arougd who ll 

come out willing and uninhibited. 
Act doesn't fall into any specified 
category, but it is an act—definitely 

—and a good one, for niteries. 

Cohen. 
J. CARROLL NAISH (2) 
Talk, Singing 
| 10 Mins.: One 
State-Lake, Chicago : 

Film character, usually a villain, 
comes to the stage with a good per- 
sonal appearance routine. He is one 
screen performer who knows how to 
walk on a stage and how to talk to 
an audience. ~* 

Opens with a line of strictly var- 
iety gags about an evening in a 
tough nitery, then brings a girl plant 
on from the audience for some love- 
making clowning. Girl is cool to the 
|romantic approach, but warms up 
when he gives her an effective boot. 
It's a meanin@less little item, but it 
fills out the time. 

For the windup, Naish unleased a 
satisfactory pair of Irish tonsils to 
give the audience an Irish yodel. 

In all, he makes an effective and 


satisfactory appearance, and should 
/make good on his own with any 
| audience. Gold. 

| DUKE ART 

Clay Artist 

6 Mins. 


Loew’s State, N. Y. 

This type of act has been absent 
for years and could now be a nov- 
elty. Art, however, hasn't routined 
his turn properly; the first haif being 
almost a complete waste. It’s doubt- 
ful whether sufficient people are in- 
‘terested in the clay sculpture of a 
baby and Sitting Bull, but interest at 
| this catching immediately perked 
| wtih the portrayal of a pretty girl 
and finally Uncle Sam. 
| Benny Davis introes Art as the son 
lof a former vaude headliner, 
| doesn’t give the name. There was an 
/act once billed merely ‘Art’ and this 


;may be the connection. 


Duke Art is a nice looking young- 
He has 


In that way he might work 

into something of a demand. His act 

but it’s new to- 
Scho. 


|THE CABALLEROS (2) 
| Comedy Acrebats 


6 Mins. 
Loew’s State, N. Y. 


of them looks Latin. Outside of the 
| distinction of hailing from 
ithe equator, they have nothing on 
a great number of American acro- 
| batic turns. 


| None of their tricks is new or 


below | 








Unit Revie 











HOLLYWOOD HOTEL 


(STRAND, SYRACUSE) 


Syracuse, Oct. 19. 
Bobby Morris, Wilma Horner, The 
De Oros, Barbara Vernon, Diamond 
Brothers, chorus (14); Myron Levee 
House orch; ‘Gangs of Chicago. 


Waiters’ Strike 
Shuts Carroll's 
Hollywd Nitery 


Hollywood, Oct. 292. 








The blue pencil marks of the cen- 
sor—to meet the 


requirements of | 


Eart Carroll closed his nitery for 
an indefinite period as a result of a 


audiences which have been built up| labor clash with his waiters, who 
at this house by the class offerings | demanded a raise from $2.50 to $3.59 


of recent weeks—are pretty evident 


‘in Harry Howard's new edition of | 


| ago. 


| 


|are fresh and clean. 
| Morris, chief comic, is nifty in his | 





| 
| 
| 


| ber, 
| champion jitterbugs in the spotlight, ' 
| provides a strong finale. 


| Benny Davis introes this team as 


seriously to | from South America, but only one 


his ‘Hollywood Hotel Revue.’ 
despite all the censoring, 


of flesh exposed that this revue still | 
can’t conceal the fact that it is at 
least partially dear old burley. A 
rose by any other name, etc. 


As this type of show goes, how- 
ever, it’s far in advance of the old) 
burleys the town used to see years 
It has a 14-girl line of! 
youngsters who are all lookers and | 
who can dance and sing, much to the 
surprise of the a.k.’s who quickly 
found out at th. catching what) 
Hollywood Hotel was really about. | 


From a production standpoina, it 
packs class. Costumes and scenery | 
And Bobby | 
blackouts, even with the blue lines | 
eliminated. He gets good assistance 
from Wilma Horner. 


Dancing is the forte of the troupe | 
and the De Oros, in a heel-clicking | 
Spanish tango, pace the first half of | 
the show, in which Barbara Vernon 
does okay on vocals. There isn't 
much subtlety to the Diamond Bro- 
thers time-proven routine. But even | 
the primmest old maids in the house | 
must surely have gotten a laugh out | 
of their Rube Goldberg dance rvuu- 


but | tines and gags. 


Among the production numbers, | 
Lee Kelson, is outstanding. The) 
the Ziegfeld tableau, with songs by | 
quick-change to a ‘Showboat’ num- 
with the Six Harvest Moon | 


Soff. 


| 
| 





THREE CHEERS | 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N.C.) | 





Charlotte, Oct. 15. 
Eddie Rickard, Mirth and Mack, 
D-Esped Trio, Don and Jane Ford, '! 
Barney Grant, Bob Pope’s Band (7), 
Line (10); ‘Millionaires in Prison’ 
(RKO). 





Presenting a fast-moving, 55-min- 
ute revue that needed only a strip 


| startling. They try for comedy, but | act to have registered socko with 
only the drunk routine of one of | local stage-show fans, “Three Cheers’ 


the boys gets close to the 
jeye. At that, this routine 
|} exactly new in vaude or niteries. 


isn’t 


closer for Davis’ latest unit. Scho, 
FOUR WHITSON BROS. 
Comedy Risley 
| 6 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

Here's the 
been crying 


type of 
for—a comedy 


to smash results. 


tricks to stamp them as experts. 


Two of the men look to be in their 
while the others are compara- 


40’s, 
tively young. They’re of the knock- 


about school, a Diamond Bros. in ris- 


| ley. 

Understander juggles and _ tosses 
'two and three men at a time, the 
| triple coming for a strong blowoff. 
They were a very definite click here. 

Scho. 


HARRY ROGERS SUING 





St. Louis, Oct. 22. 

Business and theatrical establish- 
ments of this city are looking for 
Larry Sunbrock, who skipped out 
of town leaving a flood of unpaid 
bills following the production of his 
National Rodeo and Thrill Show in 
Sportsman’s Park. Radio stations, 
printing firms, ete., have bills re- 
ceivable from Sunbrock, who is now 
supposed to be in Chicago, Cincin- 
nati or Cleveland. 

Harry Rogers, who was associated 
with Sunbrock in the Thrill Show, 
has started legal proceedings in Chi- 
cago to obtain his share of the pro- 
ceeds. Rogers asserts in his suit 
that Sunbrock ran out on him with- 
out paying money due him. It is 
understood that the Federal author- 
ities had to seek out Sunbrock in 
Cleveland to get the Government's 
tax money after Sunbrock left St. 
Louis suddenly and immediately 
after the show. 


It’s reported that the American 
Guild of Variety Artists is investigat- 
ing Sunbrock. 





They aren’t a very strong next-to- 


act vaude has 
novelty | 
that cen either open or close a show | 
Besides the laughs. 
| they have an assortment of startling 


SUNBROCK ON RUNOUT 


j 





bull’s- | scored high with these customers. 


Barney Grant, emcee, clicked with 
his corny, but clever patter. Eddie 
Rickard scored with his unusual 


| shadowgraph turn in which he trans- 


forms his fingers into varied and 


| sundry objects in a clever shadow 


skit. Don and Jane Ford turn in 
an above-average tap routine in the 
opening. Their vocals are mediocre. | 

The D-Esped trio, hand-balancing, | 
drew top plaudits with their deftly 
executed turn. Mirth and Mack, 
dance team and mimics, were well 
received for their dancing, but their 
imitations of such celebs as George 
Arliss, Jimmy Durante, Groucho 
and Harpo Marx didn’t get commen- 
surate returns. 

The stock line, which came to the 
show directly from the Tower the- 
atre, Kansas City, is far above the | 
average seen here. They’re on 
for three appearances. Bob Pope | 
band plays from stage. Chuck 
Johnson stepped down from the band 
to vocalize ‘Sierra Sue’ with the 
line in the background. 

House did fair biz on show caught 

Just. 


REMOVING THE BOUNCE 


Ex-Vaude Comic Traps Rubber 
Check Passers for Niteries 


Hollywood, Oct. 22. 


Checks that bounce around in 
night clubs are having some of their 
resiliency removed through a device 
by Eddie Tierney, one-time vaude 
comic. Having been on the receiv- 
ing end of enough stiffs to force clos- 
ing of his own grotto, Tierney set | 
out to do something about it to pro- 
tect other struggling entrepreneurs. 

Several weeks ago he set up shop, 
a kind of clearing house for lar- 
cenous readers. Each evening he serv- | 
ices his nitery-clients with lists 
carrying the names of those who 
passed spurious paper at some joint 
the night before. He gets his info 
from the operators themselves, who | 
generally catch the stiffs on the first | 
bounce at the bank next morning. | 
Tierney says his service has saved | 
the night spots thousands of dollars | 
every week, by being able to spot | 
the rubber before it bounces, | 


| ville 


per night. Cooks and bartenders 
walked out with the waiters anq 


But | tossed a total of 403 persons, in. 


enough | cluding actors and musicians, 
gets by and there is such an expanse | ge work 


out 


Carroll asserted that he was pay. 
ing the same wages as other niteries 
and that his payroll for waiters con- 
sumes $3,600 out of a total of $10,009 
per week. Union heads came back 
with a statement that the waiters 
had voluntarily reduced their wage 
scale from $3.50 to $2.50 during the 
summer months to give the man- 
agement a break. The contract ex- 
pired Oct. 1, and the union de. 


/manded the resturation of the re_u- 


lar rate, which is mandatory when 
the waiter is not allowed to collect 
the customer's bill. Under the Car- 
roll system the money is collected 
at the door, and the only percentage 
a waiter gets is on tips. 

Officers of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists insisted that there 
were several problems to be worked 
out before the actors return to work. 
They will stay out as long as the 
waiters and other allied crafts re- 
main on strike, 





e15 YEARS AGOe 


(From VARIETY) 








Bert Fitzgibbon made himself 
‘disagreeable’ and consequently other 
acts in the troupe with which he had 


| been playing at the Majestic, Dallas, 


through the threat of a 
forced Fitz from the bill. 
Francine Larrimore was to open 
in a sketch, ‘The Nightingale,’ au- 
thored by Michael Arlen, on the 
Keith-Albee circuit. Max Gordon 
and Al Lewis were producing, with 
Arlen reported to be receiving a 


‘strike,’ 





| weekly royalty of $250. 


Sigmund Breitbart, the strong man, 
died in a Berlin hospital of blood 
poiSoning as the result of what at 
first was a mere scratch inflicted by 
a nail on his knee. 
forced to amputate the leg. 

William Morris, upon his London 
visit, completed arrangements fo: 
the American visit of Sir Harry 
Lauder. Tour was to be for 26 
weeks. 

Ethel Levey was to 
debut as a cabaret performer, 
doubling into the Embassy Club, 
London, from her vaude appearance 
at the Victoria Palace, at which she 
scored strongly. Also eclicko on the 
Palace bill were Noble Sissle 
Eubie Blake. 


make her 


and 





The chill that had developed of 
recent years between Marc Klaw 
and A. L. Erlanger cropped up again 
with the $100,000 suit filed by Klaw 
against his former partner for fund 


in dispute between the two. 


A famine of names in U. S. vaude- 
was attributed to the numbe! 
of vauders in musica] comedies ana 
the inroads made by pictures 





BEST BUY IK D ETROIT 


Rates from $1.50 single and $2.50 XY 
double. Special weekly rates to 
the profession. 


Every reom has combination tub and 
8 shower. Reasonable-priced restaurant and 
cocktail bar. Completely rehabilitated 
throughout. Convenient te all booking 
offices and downtown district. 


HOTEL WOLVERINE 


Frank Walker, Manager 


55 E. Elizabeth St., Detroit N 
(Same mancgement as Hotel S& 
S Chicagoan, Chicago) 
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Doctors were 








| Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 
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CURFEW BLACKS 
OUT PHILLY 
NITERIES 


Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 
Philly law enforcement authori- 
ties spread their blitz from the 
honkey-togks to the swank spots 
over the week-end, and for the first 
time in recent history the night club 
sector suffered a complete blackout 


at Saturday (19) midnight. Ap- 
prised that the city fathers and the 
State Liquor Board meant business 
in their edict that the Sabbath cur- 
few was to be obeyed, operators of 
the downtown spots closed down 
their bars as the clock struck mid- 
night and asked their patrons to 


leave. 

When the Broadway Squad of the 
detective bureau arrived, they found 
most of the places darkened and 
the customers gone. The closing 
order, made by the Mayor on the 
eve of election at the demand of 
church groups, was a bitter pill to 
the harried nitery nabobs. 

Philly is a notorious one-night 
burg. Saturday night is the one big 
splurge night. With theatres and 
film houses breaking at 11.30, it 
gives the niteries only a half hour 
in which to do the bulk of their biz. 


Last Saturday was a particularly 
big night. With crowds downtown 
celebrating the football victory of 
Penn over Princeton, the clubs were 
jammed to the gills. Tapes were 
taken out of camphor. Jack Lynch’s, 
the Bali, the Embassy and others 
were turning them away. The 
patrons were in a spending mood— 
but at midnight sharp they were 
told that ‘school was out’ and they 
had to leave. 

City Hall grapevines declare that 
the lid will be on until after elec- 
tion, which means that much of the 
lucrative football trade will be lost. 


Richman-Tucker-Lewis 
Out of Riviera and Into 
B’way State for 2 W’ks 


Harry Richman, Sophie Tucker, 
Joe E. Lewis, and the Chandra-Kaly 
trio of dancers, all currently at Ben 
Marden’s Riviera, Fort Lee, N. J., 
have been booked into Loew’s State, 
New York, beginning Oct. 31. Quar- 
tette is set for two weeks, but the 
accompanying film will change each 
session. Second-run ‘Howards of 
Virginia’ (Col) is set for the first 
stanza, second being undecided yet. 

Name trio have been at the Riv- 
iera since August. Spot folds this 
month for the sgason. 
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‘Ranger’ Suit 


L____§_§_ Continued from page 3 








Wyche, Spartanburg, is expected to 
hear the case. 

Circus recently returned to winter 
quarters at York, S. C. -Papers were 
served about 60 days ago. 

Judge Green also ruled that Cox 
and Powell be restrained from com- 
mitting any of the acts barred by a 


decree handed down by middle 
Pennsylvania federal court in June, 
1939. Cox, then doing business as 
Barnett Bros. circus, and Powell 


were permanently enjoined by the 
Pennsylvania decree from (1) using 
lines.‘Hi Yo Silver’ or ‘Hi Yo Silver, 
Away,’ in any printed advertisements 
or radio broadcasts connected with 
appearances of Powell; (2) from 
using name and title ‘The 
Ranger’ in any form except in con- 


nection with former employment of | 


Powell _by Republic Productions, 
ne., as individual who portrayed the 
character, Allen King, in film, ‘The 


Lone | 


Vaude Plus Burley 


Youngstown, O., Oct. 22. 

The Grand, burlesque house here, 
reopened Friday (18) after a four- 
day shutdown with an all-new pol- 
icy. 

A four-act vaude show is being 
introduced between the regular 
burlesque schedule, making two 
completely vaude and _ burlesque 
shows on the daily program. 


THURSDAY BOW 
A VAUDE TREND 


There’s a trend towards Thursday 
openings in the vaudfilm houses. 
Latest to switch from Fridays to a 
day earlier are the Roxy, New York, 
and Hipp, Baitimore. Both spots 
made the change in an attempt to 
bolster the usual end-of-the-week 
slump. 

Loew’s State, New York, has long 
been a Thursday opener, with this 
circuit’s Capitol, Washington, also 
changing to that day. On the other 
hand, the Paramount on Broadway 
changes on Wednesdays, while 
Warner’s Strand is still sticking to 
Friday openings. 

For a long time vaude houses 
opened on Mondays. Then they 
switched to Saturdays and then to 
Fridays. With the trend now to 
Thursdays and even Wednesdays, 
it’s possible they’ll get around again 
to Monday openings. 


N. Y. AGVA LOCAL SETS 


PETE WELLS AS PREZ | 


Results of election of officers and | 
board of the New York local of the 
American Guiid of Variety Artists 
were announced yesterday (Tues- 
day) by the union. Ballots had been 
chiefly sent in by mail, with little 
voting at the Hotel Edison meeting | 
yesterday. 

Those elected were Peter Wells, 
president; Elton Rich, Romo Vincent, 
Hazel Scott, Sydney Chatton and 
Eddie Bartell, vice-presidents; Chas. | 
Arno, recording secretary, and Sam | 
Kramer, treasurer. Members of the 
board chosen were Pierre Beaucaire, 
Ray Bourbon, Tyler Carpenter, Edith | 























Luba Kowalska, Bill McGowan, Carol 
Murphy, Audrey Noonan, Sergio 
Orta, Mack Pearson, Hattie King 
Reavis, Alma Ross, Helen Sanford, 
Elizabeth Savage, Jay Seiler, David 
Sorin, Constantin Tarrant, Nate 
Ward and Dorothy Wenzel. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, Oct. 22. 
The passing away of Tom Mix sad- 
| dened the colony. He had made two | 
| visits here and cheered up the gang | 
plenty. 








——| Thanks go to Phil Harris, Leonard 


Grotte, Laurie, Jr., Weaver 
Bros. & Elviry, Arthur Holmes, | 
'Frank Millor, Eddie Vogt, Eddie Mc- | 
Donald, Billroy’s Comedians, Emmett | 
| Miller, Paul Welch, Walter Winchell, | 
| James Lee, John S. Driscoll, Thomas | 
Kelly, Leota Maxwell and the trade | 
papers who have taken time out to| 
send cheer to the colony. 

Collins’ Entertainment Festival, | 
under the auspices of the Lion’s| 
Club, will give funds for the better- | 
ment of the William Morris Me-| 
morial park. 

Cliff Heather, who was okayed to 
leave the Will Rogers, will cottage it 
downtown for the balance of the 
winter. Frau and little daughter 
will be with him. 

Niece of Ned Cady, bridge-expert, 
to spend his spare time at the Rogers | 
showing the inmates how to lead | 
|their aces. 
| Eddie (Will Rogers) Dowd and 


Joe 


Bryce Lavign are working on a new|N, y, 








PITT STANLEY FINALLY 
CLOSES ‘SCANDALS’ DEAL 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. 

Deal was finally closed over week- 
end between Stanley theatre and 
tab version of George White’s ‘Scan- 
dals,’ which will bring show here 
Nov. 1 to resume stage shows at WB 
deluxer. Had originally been booked 
in for this week, but boys couldn't 
get together on price. 


Stanley hasn’t had a show since 
the Mickey Rooney unit last month, 
which in turn had been house’s first 
vaude in four months. Permanence 
of policy still hasn’t been deter- 
mined, and it’s unlikely that big- 
seater will go shows whole-hog. 
More probable that it will move 
along under an alternating policy of 
straight pix and combo, 


Anyway, Harry Kalmine, zone 
manager for WB, is currently in 
New York trying to line up some 
name bands so shows can at least 
run solidly for a few weeks after 
‘Scandals’ plays here. Revue was at 
Nixon last season at $3.30 top. 


Douglas Gilbert’s 
“American Vaudeville’ 
Book an OK History 


‘American Vaudeville (Its Life and 
Times),’ by Douglas Gilbert (Whittle- 
sey House; $3.50), which goes on sale 
tomorrow (Thursday), is the first 
‘complete’ history of the variety the- 
atre in the U. S. to come off the 
presses. It’s an interesting tome 
representing around seven years of 
research and writing on the part of 
the N. Y. World-Telegram feature 
writer, but it plainly shows the 
marks of drastic cutting. Originally 
150,000 words, it’s only about 90,000 
in finished form. 

Gilbert painstakingly carries vaude 
up from the 1870’s to its demise in 











| the 1920's, but it’s evidentiy the later 


and more colorful era that took most 
of the scissoring. Latter, it’s under- 


stood, was carried out on order by | London. 


the publishers, who didn’t want to 
stretch the history to two volumes. 


Marcus Loew, a pioneer of the 
five-act, continuous bills, is given a 
complete brushoff, as is Pat Casey, 
while too little is included on such 
colorful showmen as Mike Shea, Sul- 


Delaney, Dianne Del Rio, Thelma|livan & Considine, Pantages, Syl- 
Flowers, Moya Gifford, Winnie Gray, | vester Poli and F. F. Proctor. 


E. F. 
| Albee is taken over the hurdles, but 
| Martin Beck is whitewashed and 
| Eddie Darling is given a terrific puff. 
| This is in sharp contrast to the pau- 
| city of data on S. K. Hodgdon, Keith- 
| Albee’s head booker for years. Lat- 
iter was sharply underpaid in con- 
trast with others who later held the 
job, but Albee saw to 
| NVA paid for a plaque in Hodgdon’s 
{memory which was posted in the 
west 46th street clubhouse. 


Book includes 
on the late Epes W. (Chicot) Sargent, 


| Nora Bayes and Eva Tanguay, plus | 
data on and bits of a very large | 


number of acts, especially those who 
were tops before and during the 
Tony Pastor era. In this respect, and 
in the chronicle of some of the bet- 
ter afterpieces, it represents a good 
reference volume. There’s also an ex- 
tensive reference to Variery and 
Sime Silverman. 


Dante Sets Stock Date, 





° | of the Western Hemisphere, but little | 
Then Tours in Vaude has been done to help exporters | 





Harry A. Jansen, better known as 
Dante the magician, is laying off 
this week after playing six weeks at 
the Morosco, New York. His ‘Sim 
Sala Bim’ magic show will play 
Maplewood, N. J., next week (28). 
Thereafter four weeks of vaude ap- 
pearances are planned. Jersey date 
is expected to be a test engage- 
ment, idea being to find out if magic 
shows will be patronized outside of 
It is proposed to return the 


one Ranger,’ and who unmasked patriotic number entitled ‘Here’s Me,! show to Broadway in December. 


&s ‘Lone Ranger’ in serial’s 15th 
chapter; (3) from announcing, ad- 
vertising or representing that Powell 
ever played ‘Lone Ranger’ on any of 
Plaintiff's radio programs; and (4) 
from any representation that Powell 
iS or ever has been identified with 
broadcast, 

Complaint claims upwards of 
$1,000,000 has been spent by Plain- 
tiff in exploiting ‘The Lone Ranger’ 
and plaintiff has issued licenses to 
many manufacturers of goods to be 


Sold under ‘The Lone Ranger’ trade- 
mark, 


|Uncle Sam, I'm Yours.’ 

Why not a postage stamp with the 
‘picture of Will Rogers. He packed 
‘a mess of Americanism and good- 
will. 
| George Sullivan, who owned a 
‘couple of show-shops during the si- 
|lent picture days in East Boston, 
, Mass, here to visit his daughter, who 
;just received a go-home report. 
| Arthur Crouch, who vacashed here 


| Morosco engagement was a bit too 
jhighly geared and the ticket scale 
'a bit too steep for magic. Stated 


ithat had the show grossed $500 more 


weekly it would have remained in- 
definitely. That figure was the av- 
erage loss per week. 


Jonas Joins MCA 





‘Streets’ Is Biggest 


Vaude Unit Set, 


45 in Cast; Getting $7,500 Weekly 





Marden’s Fla. Spot? 


Miami, Oct. 22. 

Reported here that Ben Marden is 
negotiating to take over Hollywood 
Country Club in Hollywood, Fla. 

Idea is to install his current Riviera 
roadhouse show (Sophie Tucker, 
Harry Richman and Joe E. Lewis) 
for the winter season. 


2 CHI HOUSES 
LINE UP NAMES 


Chicago, Oct. 22. 

Nate Platt, Balaban & Katz book- 
ing manager, has set a flock of 
names for both the Chicago and 
State-Lake. Leads off for the 
Chicago this week (25) with Betty 
Grable and Ken Murray, who will 
hold for two weeks. Nove 8 brings 
in the Louella Parsons unit, fol- 
lowed by either Abbott & Costello 
or Orrin Tucker-Bonnie Baker. 


On Nov. 22 come the Xavier 














Biggest vaude unit set thus far this 
season is ‘Streets of Paris,’ which will 
tour the picture houses under the 
auspices of Bill Miller, though show- 
ing for Mike Todd at the New York 
World’s Fair. Unit will have a cast 
of around 45, and Miller is getting 
$7,500 weekly plus an overage. 


Opening date will be at RKO’s 
Boston, Boston, the week of Oct. 31. 
Palace, Cleveland; Colonial, Dayton; 
Palace, Columbus; a week split be- 
tween Akron and Youngstown, and 
the Fox, Detroit, follow in the order 
named. There’s also a tentative deal 
for ‘Streets’ to go into the State-Lake, 
Chicago, Dec. 15. 


Sid Marion and Cliff (‘Sharlie’) 
Hall, who replaced Abbott and Cos- 
tello when the revue originally went 
on tour for the Shuberts prior to the 
World’s Fair stand, will head the unit 
for the vaude dates. Max ‘“Think-a- 
Drink’ Hoffman, who also was in the 
original show, returns to the cast. 
Other talent will include the Hylton 
Sisters (2), Frank and Jean Hubert, 
Ernesto and Talia, Petch and Deau- 
ville, Ann Crosby (Bing’s niece), 
Don Richards and Peggy Alexander. 
Ensembles will total 16 girls and 
eight boys. 

Aside from ‘Streets’ and the Coast 
film-player units headed by George 





Cugat orch and Ray Bolger and 
likely another headliner. Nov. 28 
has Jon Hall and Frances Lang- 
ford, and on Dec. 6 the Andrews 
Sisters return. 

Across the street in the State- 
Lake, the lineup has Clyde Mc- 
Coy’s orch for Oct. 25, the 
‘Hollywood on the Loose’ unit for 
Nov. 1, Charles Barnet orch. on Nov. 
8, a Major Bowes amateur unit on 
Nov. 15. Nov. 22 week is still to- 
fill, while Will Orborne’s band is 
set for the week of Nov. 29. 


British Kids 


Continued from page 1 














it that the | 


excellent chapters | 


for years and designs the front) Dave Jonas has joined the talent 
covers for Collier's, sent ‘I'll see you department of Music Corp. of Amer- 
all soon’ greetings. |ica in New York under Phil Bloom. 
| Write te those who are ill. | He was formerly with Bill Miller. 


Jessel and Louella Parsons, the only 
other big unit thus far set for this 
season is Harry Howard’s new edi- 
tion of his ‘Hollywood Hotel Revue.’ 





Thompson’s Illness 


Further Delays AGVA 
Accord With Theatres 


Illness of Major Leslie E. Thomp- 
son, of RKO, has further delayed the 
signing by New York  vaudfilm 
theatres of a ‘closed shop’ agree- 








Hicks and Bates spoke 
| three minutes before air time and 
| arranged that each child was num- 
|bered to conform with the nim- 
| ber of the waiting parent. It looked 
|for a moment as if an error had 
| been made when the ‘mummy’ of 
/one Elaine could be heard saying, 
and repeating, ‘that’s not my child.’ 
|On the American end brave Elaine 
nearly broke down at that. Finally 
|her father came on and identified 
| her. 

| Children were quite undismayed 
|by the presence of photographers 
land lights. They concentrated on 
| their earphones, only one ogling the 
| cameras. Americans noted with 
| wonder the poise and politeness of 
the kids who are developing into 
perhaps the best sentiment-winners 
for England. Most of the dailies 
|have since carried layouts of the 
young faces registering al] degrees 
of emotion. 

George Hicks took the gang 
downstairs afterward for ice cream, 
but one English lad remarked ‘I 
don’t want ice cream, I don’t like it.’ 
So instead he had ginger ale, a dish 
of jello, a piece of cake and a slice 
of honeydew melon. 


Jock Whitney 


Continued from page 3 
| development of a big demand for 
| U. S. product from the other nations 


| 
| 














round up Latin American customers 
to replace the lost European and 
Asiatic centers. 

Just what the U. S. Government 
will do—or can do—to promote 
closer accord between the Western 
Hemisphere countries by way of 
tilms remains to be seen. Whitney 
remarked that ‘a big research job’ 
must precede formulation of any 
plans, though he indicated he has 
some ideas for later action. ‘Mostly 
along the line of advising American 
producers what sort of screen fare 
to offer the Latin Americans, rather 
than undertaking any selling job in 
the other countries. 

Terming films ‘great ambassadors,’ 


the ‘GWTW’ backer suggested that | 


newsreels and travelogs will be 
plugged at the outset, but that any 
cinematic 
couraged. He remarked that ‘good 
| craftsmanship and good movies, suit- 
/ed to South American tastes,’ will be 
valuable in linking the various na- 
tions more closely and developing 


sermonizing will be dis- 


iment with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists. AGVA expected to 
|meet with attorneys of RKO yester- 
| day (Tuesday) afternoon to see if 
ithe deal can’t be signatured with- 


|out Thompson’s presence. 


It’s conceded by all the theatre 
,men that the agreement, which 
|would run for five years up to Sept. 
|30, 1938, is okay by them. However, 
|the circuit and indie ops had decided 
‘that they would sign in concert and 
not individually, hence the delay be- 
cause of Major Thompson’s illness. 


LAW STYMIES BURLEY 
POLICY IN ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Oct. 22. 

The Tropical Amusement Co., 
| headed by Sam ‘Reider, vet‘ showman; 
| will not be permitted to reopen the 
| Shubert-Rialto theatre in midtown 
j until it convinces License Collector 
| Fred A. Renick that the perform- 
|} ances will not be objectionable or 
| that ‘low burlesque and strip-tease 
artists will not be presented.’ The 
| skedded opening of the house Thurs- 
|}day (11) was stymied by squawks 
|from the clergy of two nearby 
| churches and the faculty of a Jesuit 
— When Reider appealed to 
city authorities he discovered that 
two moss-covered city ordinances 
had not been complied with. 


He quickly conformed to one that 
requires the approval of property 
owners in the same block-and Fri- 
day (18) the Director of Public 
Safety found the building was o.k. 
from a safety standpoint. Reider and 
his attorney guaranteed Renick that 
the shows to be presented will not 
offend anyone. Renick is mulling 
the matter and Reider is waiting to 
open the house which has been dark 
for several years. 


| 
| 











‘Maria Conesa Sues 
Medel on Pact Breach 


Mexico City, Oct. 22. 


Maria Conesa, Spanish stage com- 
| medienne, has filed suit before the 
Federal Board of Conciliation and 
|Arbitration here for $2,250 against 
|Manuel Medel, impresario-cornic, 
charging breach of contract. 

La Conesa declared that she had 
|}signed with Medel for a road tour 
at $20 a day and all expenses, but 
, that after playing five towns she had 
to quit because there was no coin 


the hemispheric solidarity which is | for her services and she only got a 
| the goal.af the Good Neighbor policy. few pesos for expenses. 


Mi 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Tommy Reynolds Orch (14) with 





Ralph Young; Frances Langford, Jon | 
Hall, The Allens (4), Romo Vincent; | 


*Arise My Love,’ reviewed in current 
tssue of VARIETY. 





This Paramount stage show, with 


the exception of Frances Langford’s | 


lyricing, isn’t in the same 
with usual past standards. Tommy 
Reynolds band (Band Reviews), 
which got a break far beyond its 
worth when it was booked for the 
date; Romo Vincent, comedian who 
apparently needs more intimate sur- 
roundings, and the fairly effective 
Allen terpsters back Miss Langford 
and her screen player-husband, Jon 
Hall. As a whole the bill is much 
short of the Par’s usual level and 
will do business purely on _ the 
strength of Miss Langford’s and 


groove 


Hall’s name pull and the Claudette | 


Colbert-Ray Milland starrer, ‘Arise 
My Love.’ 
Miss Langford and Hall (New 


Acts), who's appearing by courtesy 
of Sam Goldwyn, to whom he’s con- 


should work up more enthusiasm for | 
engagements. | 
be satis- | 


continued vaudeville 
|The quiet demeanor may 
factory for concert dates, but 
for the family time. He did 
right here, however. 

J. Carroll Naish (New Acts) is 
a film character performer who 
comes to vaude with a genuine at- 
tempt to do an act. He has a thin 
line of gags, then goes into some 
clowning with a femme stooge and 
finishes tonsilling an Irish tune with 


not 
all 


a good set of pipes. He makes a 
good showing on the stand and 
handles himself and his audience 
with sure and clever skill 
Business was fair at the last 
show Friday (18). Gold, 


| 
} 
| 


| ALVIN, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 19. 
Billy Stevens, Line (16), Beverly 
Clark, Paul Allen, Billy Farrell and 
| Lucy Boots, Bernard Guider, Szita 
|}and Young, Guy Lauren and Ginger. 
| Renee Villon, Little Jackie Heller; 
‘Melody and Moonlight’ (Rep). 





tracted, make up a neat 15-minute | 


segment of the hour or so running 


time despite the fact that she had} 
Hall experi- | 


a cold when 
ences. trouble 


caught. 

remembering lines, 
but his uneasiness has a_ boyish 
quality which, with his 
frame and good looks, seems to ac- 
cent femme audience reaction. A 
natural brunette, Miss Langford 
causes a buzz of comment when she 
came on as a blonde. 

Reynolds band, which spent a long 
summer buildup stand at Playland 
Casino, Rye Beach, N.Y., isn’t yet 
strong enough for the Par stage. 
Ralph Young, non-playing singer, 
gets one shot and comes up with a 
very good try at ‘Call of the Can- 
yon.’ Par stagers revive the phos- 
phorescent paint effect in a bit of 
production on ‘Canyon,’ daubing 
mutes and gloves of the five-man 
brass team which comes down front. 
Makes a nice effect. Mary Ann Mc- 


Call, vocalist who joined Reynolds | 
here, was lifted after the first show. 
Time ran over. 


Rotund Vincent (New Acts) is 
doubling from the nearby Hurricane 
nitery. His material is apparently 
very much limited by the transition 
since much of his stuff’s click 
been based on its intimacy, such as 
in a nitery. Here he seems more 
singer. He uses various song spe- 
cialties to varied results, but never 
seems to hit anything that arouses a 
real solid response. ‘Keep Rolling,’ 
melodic tale of taxi pilots: ‘Blow 
Gabriel, Blow,’ and a ‘Lone Ranger’ 
tune based on the melody of ‘The 


has 


Avenue’ is next with 

American’ as topper. 
The Allens, mixed quartet of tap- 

sters, two young and two el¢crt 


dancers, do the steps of their re- 
spective times. Open the bill fol- 
lowing Reynolds’ sizzler beginning. 


It’s a surprising and novel turn as 
far as the Par stage is concerned. 
Young pair start out as ballroom 
steppers, but on the first spin the 
girl’s long skirt is discarded and the 
duo go into tap routine. It’s neat, 
but is hurt a bit by the girl’s cos- 
tuming. 
neath the discarded skirt appears to 
be femme unmentionables. That. 
however, may be the desired effect 
in view of the dropped outer gar- 
ment. Tapsters of bygone days, the 
graying Kennedys comprise the 


other half of the act, doing separate | 
with the! 
the Ken-| 


routines, then combining 
younger two. Each of 
nedys’ bits is smoothly done, appar- 
ently with little effort, and arouses 


six-foot | 


Last Roundup’ are used. Pop ‘Fifth 
‘I Am An | 


All black, the dressing be- | 





In Little Jackie Heller, house has 
its first name attraction to bolster 
at the boxoffice what's far and away 
the best show here to date. Plenty 
of first-rate variety entertainment is 
|crammed into the 75 minutes, and 
|the customers get a good return for 
; ae money again. 

As usual, the 16 house chorus girls 
| contribute considerably in flash pro- 
| duction numbers which maintain the 
theatre’s standard. Beverly Clark 
and Paul Allen, hold-over singers, 


|are utilized in these numbers, along 
| with 
| talented ballroom team, and Renee 


Szita and Young, highly 
| Villon, exotic dancer. 

| Show has a first-rate m.c. in Billy 
| Farrell. Production numbers scat- 
| tered through the show provide gen- 
|erous displays of undraped feminin- 
| ity, effective costuming, staging and 
|} meritorious dancing. 


music on several unique instruments 
with some funny gags for a pleasing 
turn. Billy Farrell and Lucy Boots 
provide further levity, interrupting 
their patter long enough for occa- 
sional dance sorties. Bernard Guider 
wins favor with his impressions of 
film and radio stars. 

A peacock costume dance is the 


outstanding number of Renee Villon, ;* 


a looker as well as a good dancer. 
Little Jackie Heller as usual, sells 
his pop songs to stop the show. Has 
exuberant personality and individual 
style to help stand out. 
House completely filled at 
show Friday (19) night. 


HIPP, BALTO 


last 
Rees. 





Baltimore, Oct. 20. 


| Michael Loring, The Three Pitch- 
|men, Danny Kayé, Pansy the Horse 


| (3), Gae Foster Roxyettes (16), Phil | 


| Lampkin 


House Orch (12); 
| Knew 


What They Wanted’ 


‘They 
(RKO). 


| Fair layout, capable of better re- 
sults with adroit shifting of acts and 


| better accenting of talent at hand. | 


i 


land continuity although transient 
| spots of entertainment break through 
| here and there. 

i Roxyettes, a permanent feature 
here now, contribute two nicely de- 
veloped routines by Beth Mitchell 
and fill in throughout doings for 
|intros and lull-fillers. Open with 


solid reaction. As a finisher the | @P_ version of the ‘Orpheus’ over- 
two men change partners for a shag ture, in swing, given excellent in- 
sequence Wood. strumental background by the house 
_— : Pe orch, batoned by Phil Lampkin. 

—a Gives matters a good enough start 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Oct. 19. 





Three Arnolds, Libonati Trio,| Ploying a type of kazoo, duo of lads 
Ramon Navarro, Charlie Moore and|i0 formal attire and trick hats use 
Susie. J. Carroll Naish and Co. (2),| comedy props to stimulate variety 
Dorothy Hild Ballet (16), Walter| of tune producers. Third member 
Davidson House Orch; ‘Lady in | accompanies on piano in background 
Question’ (Col). Beat out a rather novel turn and 

a garner some laughs. Impressions of 

Five acts and the line of girls | mame band leaders a standout. 


usually at the Chicago theatre make 
up a pretty good show at the State- 
Lake. The Hild line brings in the 
two numbers they did at the across- 


the-street Chicago a couple of 
weeks ago and they prove highly 
effective here, especially their red- 


white-and-blue ball bouncing closer. 

Three Arnolds open the variety 
with a pleasant acrobatic novelty, 
getting plenty of audience interest 
out of the three-high mounting. 
Libonati threesome has been around 
for years in vaude and still makes 
good with its xylophone whacking. 
Young man has a good hoofology 
session but the gal is putting on a 


|and makes way for the Three Pitch- 
men, who get off to rather slow and 
| halting start with their comedy imi 
tations of musical instruments. Em- 


Michael Loring, with some pix 
background under his belt, follows 
with session of vocals in straight- 
forward and rather legit style. Does 
‘Ferry Boat Serenade,’ ‘I Surrender 
Dear’ and ‘Beguine.’ Has the pipes 
and appearance but better selection 
of numbers and considerable loosen- 
ing up would help a lot. Should 
give some thought and attention to 
song salesmanship, too. 

Good spot here for Danny Kaye 
given an ambitious buildup ir intro. 
Opens with a vocal and hectic conga 
good for laughs, after which he does 
|;a concert singer with a cold giving 
out with ‘Dark Eyes,’ also quite fun- 


Guy Lauren and Ginger combine 


| As presented, combination lacks sock | 


LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 





Benny Davis’ 
1941,’ with Dorothy Keller and 
Van, Harrison Sisters (3), Duke 


Austin, The Cabal’sros 


Bressler (musical «uirector), Ruby 


Zwerling’s house orch; ‘Boom Town’ | 


(M-G). 





Benny (‘and then I wrote’) 
and hasn't changed it since. 


latest unit is no exception 
in one respect. 


except 
Its talent {fs not as 


| good as Davis’ average. . | 
Presented in front of the pit orch | 


transplanted to the stage, with the 
kids seated at tabies ana the scen- 
ery in the rah-rah college banner 
motif, it’s a jumble of specialties that 


| carry little sock. Only three of the | 


performers really click, Ruby Ring = 


a rubber-boned trick contortionist: 


Marie Austin, a chubby, pint-sized | 


with Davis | able silence. 


| tion on their nifty ballrooming. 


singer who has been 
before, and Raymond Baird, sax 
player, who was new back in 1927, 
when he played the then two-a-day 
Palace on Broadway. Otherwise, 
Davis’ complement of talent is on the 
quiet side—but very quiet. Along 
with this, there’s an obvious lack of 
good looks and good dress among the 
‘new faces.’ 


Dorothy Keller and Paul Van are} 
a hoofing team of only fair poten: | 


tialities. They’re on the shag side 


and start the show after all 14 per- | 


formers sing ‘We Want to Be Stars’ 
and Davis gives out with ‘I’m No- 


body's Baby,’ his own number. Then | 


the Harrison Sisters (3) harmonize 
‘Ferryboat Serenade&’ with a moan 
that sounds. like a ferryboat in a 
fog. 


tone and same lack of imagination in 
arrangement, 

Duke Art (New Acts) is a clay 
artist, followed by Ruby Ring, also 
reviewed under New Acts, who is 
more of an applause-getter and 
nearly tied things up. Baird’s trick 
playing of saxes (two at a time in 
one number) impressed the house. 


Davis introed him as having been | 
around, but never in the proper spot | } ! 
It seems| Whose minstrel gags, piano thump- 
|ing and eccentric hoofing are made 
Bob and Betty Brown's eccentric | doubly effective by perfect timing 


to gain wide attention. 
that the Palace date didn’t count. 


Davis | 
found a formula years ago for pre- | 
senting ‘new faces’ in vaude houses | 
Result | 
is that all of them have looked alike, | 
except for talent content, and this 


| Song-With-Mike 


Their second and last song is | 
| ‘I’m an American,’ but with the same 





because it follows Paul Wincheli’s 
voice-throwing skit with his wooden 
dummy, which exchanges enough 


‘Stardust Revue of| bright, impudent repartee to sew up 
Paul | the house. 

Art, \ 
Ruby Ring, Raymond Baird, Bob and | Winchell 
Betty Brown, Jack McCoy, Marie | ( 
(2), Jerry'a triple-toned voice. 


While too similar to Edgar Bergen, 
gets an edge by having 
and knack of pitching 
Three Winter 
Sisters are agile shorties who sand- 
wich in some difficult tumbling 
tricks in breezy fashion. Pullen. 


personality 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 20. 
Eileen Ritter, Corrina Mura, Buck 
and Bubbles, Mario and Floria, 16 
Gae Foster Girls; ‘City For Con- 
quest’ (WB). 








Two headlining teams, each top in 
its line, cover the vaude gamut from 
A to Z this week. Buck and Bubbles 
are a natural for a Cagney-Sheridan 
audience, but it’s to Mario and 
Floria’s special credit that they held 
distinctly you-gotta-show-us au- 
dience for nine minutes of pin-drop- 
Pair got a socko ova- 


Layout opens with Roxyette Eileen 
Ritter conducting usual Sing-A- 
community _ sing, 
varied this week by latter’s rounding 
up imprompto quartet from each au- 
dience to warble ‘Goodnight Sweet- 
heart.’ Crew at show caught were 
awful vocally, but it was a riot, in- 
cluding the recorded playback. 
Show proper is tied together with 
Roxyette Joan Ritter seated before 
dressing room flat in organ niche, 
presumably telephoning description 
of a New York vacation to friend. 
As she refers to La Conga, Cotton 
Club and Rainbw Room, stage cur- 
tains open on successive minatures 


| of clubs as background for acts. 


La Conga number opens with gals 
in fast rhythm rhumba on 12-inch 
stilts, travelers closing behind Cor- 
rina Mura, presented as the ‘Latin- 
American song stylist.” Brunet’s 
strong soprano and adequate guitar 
strumming, even though ‘Agua Auga’ 
and a rhumba novelty were over 
audience’s head, held ‘em satisfac- 


torily’. And when she dove into 
dramatic arrangement of ‘Siboney’ 
she got a_ solid response. Cotton 


Club stop features Buck and Bubbles 


shag twosome, followed by the boy’s | and pair’s trick of alternating solo 


cartooning of, and then imitating,|in same vein stops show cold, 


Rong 


Fred Astaire and Hal LeRoy, is a/| bill held ‘em to a quick gag encore. 


nice interlude. Jack McCoy, who 
Davis states is a Yale student, does 


(worked to death by others) 
finally a college freshman and an 
amorous girl friend on the latter’s 
doorstep. This is better. 

Marie Austin wows ’em In her late 
spot. She’s a singer of the older 


| Room set finds 
some pantomime first of a high | satin 
| school kid attending his first dance 


| Believe. 


Handsome satin-draped. Rainbow 
line out in white 


gowns with flower garland 


| sleeves for prety formation routine, 
and | 


falling back for atmosphere as Mario 
and Floria enter via staircase and 
go right into waltz. Gals exit, leav- 
ing team entire stage, for subsequent 
tango and pantomime ballet to ‘Make 
Team’s smoothness, lifts, 


vaude idiom, though evidently still| spins and sock use of music-less in- 


very young. 
spicy, 
spicy ‘Mme LaZonga.” The audi- 
ence wouldn’t let her off until she 
did a couple of encores, and then she 
had to beg off. 

In the next-to-closing spot, just 
ahead of Davis’ ritual on his past 
song hits, are the Caballeros (2) 
(New Acts), a South American nut 
acrobatic turn that’s not exactly 
paprika. 

Business good opening (Thursday) 
night. The faces on the screen aren’t 
exactly new, but nobody has ever 
complained about the b.o. of Clau- 
dette Colbert, Clark Gable, Spencer 
Tracy and Hedy Lamarr—all in one 
film. Scho. 


She’s aggressive and 





PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 20. 


Lou 
Paul Winchell, The Hartmans, Harry 


Warren; ‘Hired Wife’ (U). 
Since ‘Hired Wife’ on screen is 
the real puller, Palace held down 


its budget on the vaude department, 
but latter is nicely framed and gives 
good support if no spectacular stage 
names, 


Lou Breese’s orch, although not 
built up enough for its local bow, 
still overcomes that handicap. It 


starts slowly, but surely, toward a 
point of winning over crowd with 
smartly balanced sweet and _ hot 
music, 

Breese’s emcee work is unobstru- 
sive but flavored with showmanship. 
That’s chiefly demonstrated in fine 
cueing for acts and bit of pleasant 
clowning to introduce Barry War- 


|ren’s well-liked vocals. ‘Rhumboogie’ , 
'and “Tennessee Fish Fry’ are done | 


fervidly enough to catch the jivers’ 
favor, but his real showpieces, the 
glee-clubbed 





Breese Orch, Winter Sisters. 


‘ancient 


terludes kept ’em on the edges of 


especially with the already | their seats thoughout for top hand of 
| the bill. 


Biz at show caught was big. 
Craig. 


Newark, N. J., Oct. 20. 
Mitchell Ayres orch with Mary 
Ann Mercer and Tommy Taylor; 
Bob Howard, Deval, Merle and Lee: 
Mills, King and Ray; Linda Moody 
Joe Fecher’s house orch: ‘The Old 
Swimmin’ Hole’ (Mono). 


The Adams has one of its more 


| typical offerings this week, with bill 


made up of equal parts of 
music, dancing and comedy. 

Mainstay is Mitchell Ayres band, 
throughout. Classy crew dishes 
entertainment in the muted 


swing 


on 
out 


manner, and going over big on merit. | 
and | 


Vocalists Mary Ann Mercer 
Tommy Taylor click duetting “Trade 
Winds.’ Later personable gal singer 
does cute and naughty version of 
‘Row, Row, Row’ to good 
Taylor singles ably with 
‘Ain’t It A Shame About Mame.’ 
while colleagues* warble a back- 
ground of wisecracks a la glee club 
Maestro has ir‘ected deft humorous 
touches all thruugh presen‘ ¥ ion that 
relieve monotony without . wasting 
time on too much business. 

Sock hit is Bob Howard, colored 


effect. 


borrowed from radio. He sits at 
piano in tails and chewing cigar- 
holder, peddling straight and comic | 


songs in long voice and adlibbing. | 
Performer has so much vitality it! 





1on 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Woody Herman's Orch, with pit. 
lagene, Steady Nelson: Four Whitson 
Bros., Evelyn Farney, John ny 
Burke; ‘Knute Rockne-All America; 
(WB), reviewed in VARIETY Oct. 9 





Strand has a high-scoring combina. 
tion currently, geared to attract them 
in droves via the marquee, hold 'em 
in their seats and send them out 
thoroughly satisfied. ‘Knute Rockne’ 
fits perfectly the autumnal football 
hoopla; Woody Herman's orch is one 
of the finest bands of the day in 
swing and sweet; the supplementing 
specialties and acts provide palatable 
dressing. 

Herman came here directly after a 
record-breaking b.o. run of nine 
weeks at the Hotel New Yorker, N_Y. 
He did the best band biz in that 
hotel’s history and the ink is hardly 
dry on a new contract for him to re- 
turn there in December for another 
eight weeks, with options for an ad- 
ditional four. The reason is very 
evident. This is a band that bases 
its claim to fame on the playing 
of music as it should be played and 
arranged. It’s hot or it’s sweet, in 
turn, and its complement of 16 (in- 
cluding Herman's clarinet) are top- 
notch musicians. Not all of them are 
given name credif, but Frankie Carl- 
son should rate as one of the best 
drummers around. He's there for 
the purpose of providing the rhythm 
and this he does expertly, without 
the flamboyant shot-and-shell tac- 
tics of most jiving trap-men. 

Steady Nelson gets in both vocal 
and trumpet licks and clicks both 
times. A couple of others also stand 
out, with Woody Herman's clarinet 
dominating. Herman also. sings 
‘Somebody Loves Me, and well 
enough to include more vocals here 
than he’s doing. He's personable 
and showmanly, introes clearly and 
doesn’t subjugate the subject, which 
is always the band, to the band- 
leader’s name. 

Dillagene, a cute little blonde 
stated to be from Oklahoma A. & 
M., is the band’s vocalist. She gets 
by with ‘Rhumboogie’ solo, and 
then delivers ‘Your Feet Are Too 
Big’ with Steady Nelson, a Texan. 
What she should learn, as she goes 
along, is to vary her style and stage 
mannerisms. Evelyn Farney, whose 
stems are a treat in themselves, 
does two rhythm hoofing routines 
and gets across. She’s very person- 
able. 

Johnny Burke’s doughboy mono- 
log is a timely booking. His material! 
has been familiar for years, but now 
takes on fresh appeal because of the 
times and Conscription Day. An- 
other fine laugh act in the show is 
that of the Four Whitson Brothers 
(New Acts). They do a nut risley 
turn that nearly tied up the show 
opening night. 

Biz excellent. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, O., Oct. 19 

Rosita Royce, Al Trahan, Gregory 
and Raymond, Sidney Miller, Three 
Shyrettos, Little Fred’s Football 
Dogs; ‘Men Against the Skies.’ 

The mountain comes to Mohammed 
this week at the Colonial with the 
result that those who missed the 
New York World's Fair now have 
a chance to see one of its midway 
attractions, Rosita Royce and her 


Scho. 


dove dance. 


Miss Royce performs much the 
same as at the fair, first offering a 
few tersichorean efforts in full maid 
enly regalia with seven doves perched 
her arms and head. Suddenly, 
the garments are supposedly re- 
moved by the doves, and Miss Royce 
is revealed in the altogether, also 
supposedly. Using white and pink 
lighting as well as blue, she doesn’t 


leave much to the imagination in 
the way of form, though the flesh 


has an evidently thin concealment 
High spot of the bill is Al Trahan 
There are few who can combine 
pianoing, singing, acrobatics, mimic- 
ing and general tomfoolery, and do 


each so well and engagingly a 
Trahan. With his genial gift of gab 
and his horselaugh, he burlesques 


at the piano with the tall, good-lIook- 
ing blonde who assists in the 
taking the burden of the punishment. 
Once he allows her to go on her 
o'vn she reveals an excellent voice. 

Sidney Miller, from films, is quite 
a talented lad, offering impersona- 
tions of Winchell, A! Jolson, George 


act 


doesn’t matter much what he does! Arliss, Katharine Hepburn, Edward 


or says. 
ing until he’s ready to quit. 


routines that get a good hand. Neat 


shape and nice costuming help, but | 
her stuff is okay on its own. Burles- | 


Customers keep him work- | 


G. Robinson and Benny Fields as if 


|he were meeting them at Ciro’s. 
Linda Moody offers some fresh tap | 


Robinson and Fields are especially 
good, Hepburn is largely caricature. 
but the boy does well from the 








, : ’ standpoint of audience response. As 
. ny. Closes with gypsy version of ‘Mountain Greenery’ gue adagio number of D : ’ ; 
, : = eae : ‘ ERE agag eval, >} an -ore he shows h 1 
bit too much avoirdupois for that [Dinah/ msg. and Father’ weak for 20d ‘Old Man River’, are both en- ani fee resisters eaeteoiee ty anes | casos he hows how to build up 
” Peartis Windies “a a clincher. Encore bit of a serious ranced_ by house’s excellent set by | guys bicker in pantomine during act.| Barrymore for an example. 
seneailicis binned > Sal po gore 4 2 Irish ballad, followed by some brief Dave Bines and clever lighting ef- leaving femme partner in lurch at! The bill is typical from the old 
vases _o ad een te . haggle — hoofery, is also fair enough. He fects. oF critical moments. Couple of their | variety standpoint in its opening and 
e le gt ideas. Moore is partic-|has considerable talent, but up The two Hartmans are familiar stunts startl : ; : 
ulariy effective with his loose- S startle. 


against audience here found rather 
tough going. 
Pansy the Horse is next and good 


visitors here but welcomed heartily 


| closing numbers, both dumb acts but 
as result of a new routine, at least 


legged high kicking and uncorks a [er of their kind. Little Fred's 


Mills, King and Ray are three boys 
pleasing personality when he opens | 


who deal in songs, dances and gags 





: Football Dogs open the show, a col- 
ieasi new to natives. Among the best | all on the comic si y i 
ss a : ; : 2 Mi aa ic side. er y 5 >|} - 
ff = hed = ee, a a . —, Hide-covered _—— caricaturists in the business, | smoothly collecting omni eta omen ae a ue peed j 
») Sere ; d |guys have developed their routine their searing takeoff on Arthur Mur-| and appl: te k ; ,poocnes — ‘ 
i up to satisfying entertainment. |into surefire setto cl i ed by ray instruct caten tanto * de applause to make efforts worth-! which climax their stage appearance 
ij . setto cleverly paced by ray instructors. perhaps rates as’ while. Typical is dance in which! with 3 batti f inflated 
H amon Navarro, dressed in Span- | attractive femme. Sets matters for tops here for subtlety. Fatuous mu: th ; ee ee, Sees ee Clee 
, : ete . - oh | . aa oe * ; ‘ : g- ey wear Indian headdress, rol al Ss. i ree Shy ; Si 
J ish costume, warbles two Spanish | closing flash by line, which utilizes ging and horseplay put their bolero | trousers legs and wrap ae po Ban freee gpg dng foc wag sce ng hae 
numbers and winds up with Pagan rollerskates for good precision stuff travesty over big, too, but their | them for Scotch effect. etc. ly routine, is fast pone FS aan 
Love Song’. Has calmed down his | a strong curtain. ventriloquistic burlesque as closer Show s.r.o. when caught Saturday! couple of stunts different from th: 
a personality a bit too much and Biz pretty good. Burm falters a bit. Reason for that is night (19). Kent.. 1 7 


'ordmary run. Kany. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 





r Murphy, Ostermaier’s 
woeder Horse, Dennis Sisters, Petch 


. iit Herth Trio, Gae | bin,’ ‘Jealous,’ Murray reminds au- | 
and Deauville, Milt dience he and band are no strangers | 


Girls, Paul Ash House Orch.; 
on Argentine Way’ (20th-Fox), 
reviewed in VARIETY Oct. 9. 





ator Murphy, bringing with 
gee of oldtime vaudeville 
flavor, heads a pretty sockful stage 
unit here this week in support of 
‘Down Argentine Way’ (20th), a film 
that should draw satisfactorily. It 
opened to good business Friday (18). 
with the first evening show virtually 

city. 
ca Turphy is doing a monolog along 
political lines that is particularly 
timely currently, including some 
clever talk built around Roosevelt 
and Wilkie. Now and then he goes 
into a dialect that is somewhat of a 
cross between Greek and Italian. It’s 
effective. Murphy is brought on by 
on offstage announcement that he is 
to deliver a fireside speech. 

A strong act is the Milt Herth 
Trio, held over from the prior show. 
Threesome is on early, following the 
opening act (Ostermaier’s Wonder 
Horse). The electric organ-piano- 
drums combination gets some espe- 
cially effective results, particularly 
with the arrangement of ‘After 
You're Gone,’ for which Jack Con- 
nor doubles at the marimbaphone; 
‘Whistler and His Dog,’ which is 
ideal for the electric organ, and the 
hot, swingy arrangement of ‘Pagan 
Love Song.’ 

Ostermaier opens with his dancing 
nag, a fine-looking animal. He uses 
fullstage and this time is not riding 
the horse, being on the floor instead 
with reins in hands, The routine is 
a good one but there is something 
flashier about it when Ostermaier is 
in the saddle, as he was when play- 
ing here a few months ago. He has 
since also appeared at the nearby 
Music Hall. 

The finale, the exterior of a sor- 
ority house, features the acrobatic 
tapsters, Petch and Deauville. They 
have been in circulation for some 
time. The girl member doubles for 
some vocalizing, while for general 
singing background there are the 
Dennis Sisters and the Gae Foster 
Girls. Number is ‘Touchdown in 
My Heart.’ Petch and Deauville 
score nicely in two tap routines 
which include some slick acrobatics. 

Foster line also appears midway 
in the show with a ‘pzz minuet in 
which the taps are both novel and 
clever. Herth, at the electric or- 
gan, spotted at one side of the stage, 
opens the number. Char. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 18. 





Ken Murra 
Charleston, etty Atkinson, Park 
and Clifford, Carol Kay, Jimmz 
Lewis, Russ Morgan Orch, Phil 
Brestoff House Orch; ‘No Time for 
Comedy’ (WB). = 





With this house’s policy on its iIn- 
termittent vaudeville shows calling 
for a mixture of names with bands 
to gain a wider appeal, the current 
bill fits neatly into the pattern. Of- 
fering acrobats, broad humor, baton- 
twirling and music which includes 
some of those nostalgic tunes to 
which the jitterbug’s parents danced, 
it is aimed at a general patronage 
rather than a particular interest. 

After house orchestra, with maes- 


} 


| 
| 











|in. some time. 


sketch artist on stage, orch playing, 
Murray in audience digging up 
sketch subjects, etc. 

Before Morgan's final medley of 
older tunes, ‘Linger Awhile,’ ‘Stum- 


to each other, having worked Rinso 


air program together some years, 
back. 


Opening house well filled when 
opening show was caught Friday 
(18), Pool. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Oct. 18. 
Glen Gray Casa Loma Orch (15) 
with Pee-Wee Hunt, Kenny Sargent, 
Billy Rauch, Clarence Hutchenrider, 
Murray McEachern, 4 Ink Spots 


Lorraine and Rognan, Betty Bruce; | 


‘Dulcy’ (M-G). 





From the standpoint of entertain- 


;ment this show is one of the most 


impressive the Buffalo has offered 
It is another sock 
among the ace stage shows and 
bands which house has shown. 

Glen Gray’s meticulous outfit, in 
addition to its own featured mem- 
bers, has been augmented by three 
outstanding turns. The Casa Lo- 
mans, three cornets, three trom- 
bones, five saxes, bass, guitar, piano 
and drums, characterize their work 
by an earnestness easily apparent in 
the fine results. 

Murray McEachern’s one-man 
band, in which he solos with prac- 
tically every instrument in the band, 
is a striking opening and good for 
volumes of applause. Betty Bruce's 
legmania is also plenty clicko. She 
had this crowd yelling for more. Pee 
Wee Hunt’s vocai of ‘Madame La 
Zonga’ is okay, following with ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band.’ The orch’s 
rendition of ‘Breeze and I,’ with ac- 
cented bolero rhythm, clicks neatly 
and Cy Baker, with his ‘Honeysuckle 
Rose’ fantasy on the trumpet, had 
them rocking in their seats to the 
beat of his rhythm. Billy Rauch’s 
trombone and Clarence Hutchenri- 
der’s clarinet are musicianly contri- 
butions to the general effectiveness 
of the ensemble. 

Kenny Sargent smartly manipu- 
lates the mike for some top balladry. 
He whams ‘Only Forever,’ ‘Never 
Smile Again’ and ‘For You’ to a 
reception which necessitated ‘Cried 
For You.’ Lorraine and Rognan de- 
veloped Sargent’s roaring reception 
fromthe customers. Their original 
treatment and touches to familiar 
panto material, together with their 
fine dressing and decor, make what 
would otherwise be an ordinary 
rough and tumble offering into a 


| highly acceptable comedy turn. 


. Oswald and Milton | 





tro Phi ‘ ing < fiddle, | ‘ : 
ry) il Brestoff lending a hot fiddle | jive devotees of Philly, starved for 


disposes of ‘Sundown’ the stage has 
the Russ Morgan orchestra for its 
constant tenant, with Ken Murray 
taking over early. This is practi- 


| 


cally home town for Morgan, once | 


a part of the 


local Jean Goldkette | 


outfit, which spawned many of to- | 


day’s band leaders, and who also 
did a long stint at both the State 
and Capitol theatres here. His fol- 
lowing is solid. 


Before Murray comes on to dom- | 


inate the show, Morgan gets a 
chance to display his band with 
‘Lonesome and Sorry’ and give all 
the sections a little attention with 
a gentler than customary version of 
Johnstown Rag.’ Murray, after flip- 
Ping one over their heads (‘E] Cap- 
itan, Spanish for Elliott Roosevelt’) 
gets earthy and volatile in a hurry, 
leads band with ‘Tiger Rag’ and 
brings on Betty Atkinson, whose ba- 





ton-twirling and taps to a college | 


medley was well received. She en- 
cored with a 12-pound baton which 


caused some pallor in the front 
rows. 


with Park and Clifford getting warm | 


attention with smooth hand balanc- | 


ing and a comedy playoff with Mur- 
ray intruding as a third man in the 
act. House was more than receptive 
to band’s Pau] Roberts on ‘Whisper- 
ing Grass,’ but Carol Kay, form-fit 
in a red dress and using a decidedly 
conversational voice on ‘Blue Berry 
Hill, was tided over by a special set 
and Murray’s bounce back before 
her medley, and his clarineting of 
a You and I Were Young, Mag- 





With the orchestra on the sweet | 


rather than the bouncier side, the 
two spots on the program in which 
Murray works with his stooges, Os- 


wald and C ade to} 
enn, are ie |! accompaniment to the phonograph 


order. Rowdy and lusty type of 
humor went over well and built up 
‘O one of those ‘Hellzapoppin’ type 
f scenes with Jana, Morgan's quick- 


: | Dreams 
The first show here was clicking. | 


The Four Ink Spots are next to 
closing. Their ‘Java Jive’ song 
opening drew a tumultuous response 
and their follow-up, ‘Echo, Shadow 
and Me,’ which they’ve recorded, 
brings them back for ‘You’ as an en- 
core and a knockout session of ‘Did- 
n’t Care,’ with which they’ve 
achieved their greatest prominence. 

Burton, 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 19. 
Dorsey Orch (14) with 








Jimmy 


Helen O’Connell, Bob Eberle, Buddy | 


Schutz, Nat Bauer; Vilma and Buddy 


| Ebsen, Roy Davis; ‘Gay Caballero’ 


(20th). 





Swing might be on the wane in 
other parts of the country but the 


a peek at a big-time band by the 
recent long-lived strike of the musi- 
cians union at the Earle, are still 
laying it on the line in a big way. 
Long lines of swing fans, from 16 
to 60, are jamming the Earle to get 
an earful of the sax-playing mem- 


| ber of the Dorsey clan and his boys. 


The Dorsey lads are hefty chicks 
with their neat gutbucket stuff. 
Plenty of brass and skinpounding. 

After a medley of slam-bang 
rhythm, paced by Dorsey and his 
sax, athe crew slows up moment- 
arily for a go at Ferde Grofe’s 
‘Grand Canyon Suite’, featuring Nat 
3auer and his trombone, 

Helen O'Connell, an  eye-filling 
blonde with nifty pipes touches off 
the inevitable palm-pounding at this 
catching with ‘Juke Box Jive’, ‘Prac- 
tice Makes Perfect’ and her sock 
version of ‘Mme. LaZonga’. 

Bob Eberle brought the ‘oohs and 
‘aahs’ from the femme contingent 
with his. baritoning of ‘Million 
Ago’, ‘Smile Again’ -and 
‘Breeze and I’. Eberle and 
O'Connell make a fetching duo as 
they bow out with ‘Do It Again’. 


| Buddy Schutz wraps it up with his 


‘Man With the Drums’, 

Buddy and Vilma Ebsen return 
here after a long lapse and are 
clicko with their novel terps. Bud- 
dy rings in a hillbilly tune, ‘Banjo 
On My Knee’, 

The brother and sister also evoke 
such audience applause with their 


Willkie and Roosevelt button gag. 
(Pew-holders seemed to be over- 
whelmingly for F.D.R. on show 


caught). 

First time here is Roy Davis and 
his "Funnygraph’. The act is sure- 
fire and new. Davis pantomimes in | 


records. Ribtickling are his imita- 
tions of Bonnie Baker and Jerry 
Colonna. Shal. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


* Tommy Tucker’s Orch (13) with 
| Amy Arnell, Kerwin Somerville, 
Donald Brown; Benny Fields, Gil 
and Bernie Mason, Masters and Rol- 
lins, Stanley Girls (5); Shorts and 








| Newsreels. 
| Tommy Tucker’s band, Benny 
Fields’ reminiscing and the wacky 


/comedy of Masters and Rollins ac- 
for the okay rating on 


| count 
this bill. Gil and Bernie Mason and 
| their dog turn cut in for a slice, too. 


|; Running over 70 minutes after hav- | 


ing been cut, the show is longer 
than usual, but there are few slow 
spots due to the entertaining ability 
|of the band. 

Cetting billing over 
Tucker’s crew covers only novelties, 
ballads, and lightly bouncing stuff, 
for which its musicianship is geared. 
Anything with more drive doesn’t 
go as well, 


Band serves up a specialty in 
every available spot, beginning early 
with Donald Brown, legit singer 
with nice voice. He does ‘Stenpinsr 
Out with Memory’ and ‘Blueberry 
Hill.” Production piece built on 
‘Liza, with outfit’s pianist in the 
| spot, is somewhat less appealing. 
| Poor condition of public address 
system distorts the solo and allows 
{band to override it in ensemble. 
|Kerwin Somerville’s warbling of 
| ‘Seven Beers with Wrong Wéman’ 
|draws big returns, audience want- 
ing more, 
tracts, 


Amy Arnell, vocalist, hits the 
jackpot with several tunes though 
she overdoes some and impresses 
from out front as being overdressed. 
Starts with ‘Nobody’s Baby’ as a 
ballad, though the band has recorded 
it at faster tempo, then does ‘Pana’s 
in Bed with His Britches On.’ Duo 
with Tucker on ‘Too Tired’ is just 
that, the band having better stuff in 
its books. Girl later is part of trio 
doing okay job of ‘Trade Winds,’ 
but it’s ruined by mediocre lighting 
effects which call for each bandman 
to light his face with a flashlight. 
Poor on and off timing ruins it. 
Moreover, there’s no apparent reason 
for hooking up the effect with the 
tune, 


Fields’ introes are worked in with 
occasional gags. He comes on in 
silk topper and cane for the finish. 
Starting with his ‘Walking Stick’ 
number, he delivers easily in yester- 
year style and has his audience with 
him all the way. Does ‘I'll Never 
Smile Again,’ ‘If They Send Your 
Minstrel Man to Washington’ and a 
tour of the white light district via 
‘Lullaby of Broadway.’ Finale spot- 
| lights him doing a bit of reminiscing 





His lack of makeup de- 





with Tucker, backed by the band’s | 


trio and the burlesquely costumed 
Stanley Girls. Probably only the 
stager can figure the reason for the 
girls being in that setting. 


Stanley group comprises five 
femmes who work first in a 
sort of French can-can number. 


It has no place on the bill, is done 
with little finesse and a lot of skirt- 
tossing that seemed 
balconyites at this show. Costuming 
lis garish and the girls themselves 
| average lookers. 

Gil and Bernie Mason and a layout 
| of pint-sized trick hounds get over 








Fields. 


to please the | 


is an obvious attempt to focus at- 
tention on airplane travel but neatly APOLLO, N. Y. 
/done with all companies contribu- 
| ting. Fox has the Lindbergh hop Count Basie Orch (15) with 
|to Paris, Paramount the story of Jimmy Rushing, Helen Humes: Vie 
| Amelia Earhart’s contribution to)| yian Harris, John Mason, John Vie 
aerial development, Pathe the How-| gal, Maxie Armstrong, Pearl Boiley, 
ard Hughes around-theevorld flight,| Jesse James, Bye Sisters (3), House 
Universal Doug Corrigan’s wrong-/ Line (18); ‘Gambling on High Seas’ 
way air jaunt to Ireland and others; (wB) 
tracing American aviation from the 
Wright brothers to the _ present oar Ra 
streamlined passenger planes. Perce Goons ee ee papelenes 
| Paramount has the most exciting ;™#?¥ = s always a favorite 
‘war reels, those on African front,| With the Apollo patrons which ex- 
the first of actual fighting there to) plains capacity biz at the second 
reach the U. S. Conaramen — show Friday. 
the stuff from RAF bombing plane ; : ss 
as it attacked objectives near Mas-| Basie crew’s offerings differ little 
s@wa. Movietone is almost on a par. from what it was dishing out the last 
showing the withdrawal of the time at this house. Nevertheless, its 
| British on pcnayescapel r ith | Musical pot-pourri was appreciated 
| News of the Day gets a laugh wi by this audi ‘ , 
the films of Charlie McCarthy (Ed- A S udience even down to the 
'gar Bergen) being made mascot of , 5°/01StS. 
'a western aviation corps. Conscrip- While the band’s lure gets the 
~~ » ge yng a | crowds inside, notable laurels go to 
rom U. S. to Canadian hands re-| . ; 
pte adept coverage from Par.| the smooth staging of Leonard Har- 
News of Day also has an unusual | Per and added entries (even includ- 
interview dong ~~. rey avia- | ing the old comedy skits). A bell- 
tor returning from a bombing €X-| ringer opener with Pearl Baile 
pedition, Same newsreel does okay | «Frenchy’ Bascombe and the Three 
in showing registration for ine Bye Sisters heading the line, is the 
tion in N.* Y. we handles | ‘Rhumboogie’ ensemble number. 
| the story on U. S. halting steel ship-| Chorus bumps, pounding on drums 
ments to Japan and a big liner being ttach : — — ~ 
: : ; attached to their waists, with rhy 
readied to bring home American | thm sustained eeeushout. 5 


| citizens from Japan. ; : . 
~ : a With John Mason doing the comic 
Universal covers Willkie’s visit to | and John Vigal and Vivian Harris 


feeding straight, local faves garnered 











} 
' 








| Buffalo, with an enthusiastic crowd | 


‘greeting the G.O.P. candidate. ee 
Otherwise, it’s quiet on the political | po pre ted laughs with a couple of 
front. News of Day _ contributes ; 7 


sloppy photographic coverage of Maxie Armstrong, a newcomer, 


Latin-American Day at West Point.| Proved clickeroo with his deft tap- 


A mechanized army unit in action | P/98- Bye Sisters, new group of 


; .- | harmonists, indicate promise. Jesse 
—_ ag — aaty oS sone | Tene, whose clever work has been 


/ ‘ : {seen here before, chips in with his 
Lindbergh's, ~ ae aoe -_ | familiar whistling, eirebatic dance 
Mix’s death > - ‘ous accident and taps with the crutches. He goes 

5. . over despite the physical handicap. 
A Gelinas Sowerete, fo ee hg , Basie leads een Oe eens — hed 
< lp W : ime, as usual, but steps to e 
in the Navy win over Princeton and | mike to announce some af the tunes, 
Penn's slaughter of Yale. Deft cam-| @thers are up to audience to guess. 


eraing enhances the effect of the : ; : x 
terrific drive shown by the Pennsyl- aeons eae negy Bed eget So 


vania players against the light t 1 ile ‘we : 
Yalers. Paramount does a showman- ree, Oe ee ee ia gy Foo 


ly stint in covering Texas Aggies’) they get most of the time. Even 


victory over UCLA and _ Notre| with Helen Humes, two ballads, ‘Be- 
Dame’s win over Georgia Tech. __| cause of You and “Ehere I Go,’ the 
Magic Carpet subject. ‘Florida 


musical backgrounding is much too 
heavy. Girl has a typical voice of 
the present-day swingeroo style. 


Jimmy Rushing goes over with 
‘Exactly Like You,’ ‘If They Catch 
Me Stealing,’ ‘Since My Gal Is Gone,’ 
‘You Wanta Be My Baby’ and his 
a ge tight oa Chubby warbler, 
with a style all his own, has an in- 
Boston, Oct. 18. |fectious voice. Basie crew was 
| Three Byrne Sisters, John Gallus,| smoothest with ‘Avalon’ and a jam 
| Dick, Don and Dinah, Wally Brown | session that seemed to go on until 


(20th -Fox), and ‘Milky Way.’ Metro 
'cartoon comedy, round out the bill. 
Wear. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 











| with Annette Ames, The Mills Bro-|\ the musicians were unconscious. 
| thers (5), Larry Flint House orch; | Wear. 


}‘Drums of the Desert’ (Mono) and 
+ 
N. Y. Fair 


|\*‘The Ape’ (Mono). 
Continued from page 3 








One of the clickiest shows of the | 
season is here this week, with the| 
bantering Wally Brown to knit the | having been made to eliminate one 
acts together and give the layout a/night performance of ‘Streets of 
decided fillip. Mills Brothers, re-| Paris’ in order to put over the con- 
iturning after a long absence, close | certs sponsored by the American 
the bill with their nifty harmony. | S°ciety of Composers, Authors and 


Quartet have, since last here, | Publishers. 

















Miss | 15 : 
| tion improvement on East 42d street, 


; handling the theatre’s publicity. This 


| eering 
| practically the same group that runs 


fo ; : | added to their company a very com-| ASCAP program will highlight 
|nicely enough, but the turn could | @ , Pp y | American music, composed and writ- 


ten by ASCAP members, as part 
of ceremonies celebrating its 25th 
anniversary. Both the afternoon 
and night concerts will be free— 
|afternoon one featuring Rochester 
Philharmonic and symphonic works 
of the society members, including 
Henry Hadley, Deems Taylor, Dr, 
Howard Hanson, William Grant Still 
and Morton Gould. Conductors will 
include Dr. Hanson, director of the 
Eastman School of Music, and Still, 
who comes from California for afe 
fair. 

Evening .concert will be a Caval- 
cade of American songs, with Buck 
as master of ceremonies. A high- 
light will be the tribute to me- 
mories of Victor Herbert, ASCAP’s 
founder; John Philip Sousa and 
George Gershwin. Augmented or- 
chestra of 60, directed by Johnny 
Green, will play a Herbert medley, 
Gershwin’s ‘Summertime’ and ‘I Got 
Rhythm’ and Sousa’s ‘Stars and 
Stripes Forever.’ Jerome Kern, Sig- 
mund Romberg, Jean Schwartz and 
| Walter Donaldson will come from 
| Hollywood for the ASCAP programs, 
|Gene Autry, cowboy singer-come- 
| poser, also is on lineup. R. H. Burne 


| ringmaster improving his chatter.| yp their vocaling of ‘Dinah,’ ‘Never 
Act is more of a satire on dog acts, 
the teeoff pup being trained to duo 
exactly the opposite of orders, then 
switching that around when the 


vania 6-5000.’ 
ber and ‘Smilé Again’ are the best 
original commands are reversed to| pets of the repertoire, but they make 
coincide. There are a couple of every tune count. When caught, the 
more oguick flips, etce., by other well- | pacs singer sang too closely to the 
trained canines, | mike at times. 

Masters and Rollins routine is; Doing a stellar job as m.c., Brown 
based on the ability of the femme|eomes into his own at the next-to- 
half to twist her face and torso} shut station, getting the usual ace 
into unbelievable mugging and |/assist from his partner, Annette 
| comical postures. Her double-jointed | Ames, a nifty trouper. 
arms, which seem to swivel com-' tie, kidding himself and anybody in 
| pletely around when extended, are sight, swapping gags with the front- 
| constant sources of giggles. He does| row wise-guys, Brown  sashays 
panto imitations of Boris Karloff,| through his comedy routine 
|Sonja Henie on ice, but generally | hasn't changed 
'straights the girl. Pair close with a| since a year ago. However, 
burlesqued imitation of Astaire and | always an unexpected 
Rogers. Good turn, Wood. j 


AIRLINES, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


he does the act looks and sounds 
|fresh. It was 


|caught to revitalize as sluggish an 


|}audience as ever invaded a theatre | 


for a sleep-down strike. One song 


This newsreel theatre in New York apiece for Miss Ames and Brown | 
opened last week with a swank pre-| register; and in the latter case it’s 
prime example of selling rather | 


view Thursday night (17). House a 
represents $100,000 investment. It 


than singing. A closing 
is part of the Airlines Terminal sta- 


Miss Ames, brightened 
hokum, is a nice finish, 

Dick, Don and Dinah serve up a 
swell turn of comedy acro work cli- 


dance by 
by Brown’s 


and backed by Floyd de L. Brown, | 
president of the Bethlehem Engin- 
Co. Theatre is operated by 
An eccentric soft shog acro dance 
by the boys, and some tricky bounc- 
|; ing on a big stretchy ball add to the 
consistently entertaining pace of this 
nifty trio, 

“ Three Byrne Sisters open the bill 
with okay precision tapping that 
tops off with a smooth military num- 
ber. John Gallus, first time here 
fills the deuce for a session of novel 
instrumental and juggling trickery 


the Grand Central Terminal news- 
reel house and is managed by Dave 
Dubin, also manager of G.C. 

Theatre is done in rust, with colors 
to harmonize. Seats 528 and a series 
of curves in the auditorium are de- 
signed to help the sound. Running 
the usual newsreel scale of prices 
and changing programs once weekly. 
John B. Peterkin was the architect. 
Long lobby is to have typical air- 
plane murals. 

For its inaugural program, the 
Airlines uses a special reel on avia- 
tion history compiled by Ray Hall, 
a former newsreel editor but now 


while he toots the stick, ete., and 
finishes off with marionets. 
of dolls is a line of eight. doing a 
Tiller number, and the finale bring: 
on a puppet line of 16 for a good 
finish. Fox. 


be improved much by the male | petent guitar accompanist who backs | 


Smile Again,’ ‘Sweet Lucy Brown,’ | 
‘Tell Me Your Dream’ and ‘Pennsyl- | 
The telephone num-| 


Pawing his | 


that | 
practically at all | 
there’s | 
adlib, a | 
couple of new jokes, and whatever | 


fresh enough when | 


Gallus balances a ball on a clarinet | 


One set | 


maxed by an intricate triple mount. | side, producer of Hipp spectacies, 


will be stage director. 

Thursday is ladies’ day, with 
| femmes admitted free when accom- 
— by paying patron. 
| Mayor F. H. LaGuardia on Monday 
proclaimed a Holiday of Joy for 
Friday (25). The mayor last week 
wired 600 participating mayors in the 
Eastern Mayor’s Conference to coe 
operate in putting over a half-holi- 
day on that date. All that’s needed 
for admission is 25c and a copy of 
the mayor’s proclamation. There 
have been 5,000,000 of these printed 
and placed in subways and railroad 
stations, as far west as Cleveland, 
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, | Dr Svdney Ross 
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° ° ° ° . ~ , les b4 ie e tare 
Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of + med ee l isle Bouston 
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4 Johnny Rodriguez | Joe Rel hman Ore 
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-s-aur @r - 7 i | I M - | Harry Richman 
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State (24) WASHINGTON | William Palermo O | Saphie Tucker 
Lewes Parsess : 1 (25 Armando’s | Eddie Hanley Muriel Welch Chandra-Kaly 
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. lata imine | Lathrop Pree & Barney Gallant's La Martinque | Paula Lawrence 
Sabu | Madelyn Nilleen gan Patines Havana-Muadrid | fr 
Bill Orr ‘Rhythm Rockets — a 4 Val Olman Orc Vera Sano 
Irene go |} O De La Rosa Orc | yyette Wilmouth Houdini 
ee en (Tuanito Saab ia OF | Henny Youngman | Russine Kretchma 
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Freda Sullivan Virginia Ramos Pa : |} Nastia Poliakova 
tus & Farrar Z% de ta Conde | Eddie Davis Orc i Marusia Sava 
. | Joseph Smith Ore | vq Kuznetzoft 
eee Beachcomber Hickory House | ic - tp aie: 
NEW YORK CITY State Lake (25) lennay Meadis Ore Joe Marsala re | Le Coq Rouge Senia haravae 
Paramount (23) Clyde MetCoy Or rate . - Dane iat ilies Michel Michon 
A - cep . Chavez Ore , Hetel Algonquin | Val Ernie Orc Mishi Uzdanoff 
Tommy Reynolds O DAVENVORT |} Betty Alicn ‘ " Johnny Oliver Ore | = i hnniatae 
Jon Hall | Capiiel (28-1) Rita Montaner Greta Kelle “lartha Burnett Arisiak Arafelova 
Frances Langford Major Rewes lL r a : = (Cy Walter _ | Spivy's Keof 
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Pit , Donnelly . ; | Velero Sis 
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- — (24-27) taul & Eva Reyes Brown Derby Hotel Bossert | Joe La Porte Ore Colstons 
ees xp | Paul Win hell Edith Roark (Brooklyn) | Johnny Howard Ruth Clayton 
2 a dag “$5) | Gene ow | Evelyn ee Eddie Lane Ore | Charlot Vogue Karen Knight 
~ en Lorraine Lloy« : | Ethel Bennett Carlos & Carita 
aes Jesse! Rev Little Fred Ce Terry Carroll Motel Brovecst | Sadie Banks Bul Sweenes 
“is Andrews Gregory & Raymond | Ray Bourbon Morley & Gearheart | Jeanette Garrette Versailles 
Jean Parker | Sidney Miller Cafe Bruno Norbert Faconi | Jenia Pobedinia 
Rochelle Hudson tosita Royce | Bruz Fletcher | M Bergere Ore 
Lya Lys Al Trahan ;} Ennio Romano Orc) Los Cucarachas Pago Page Club | anchito Orc 
Isabel Jewell |3 Shyrettos Betty Bryant | | Hartinans 
) : p =n artim 
Geee Gari SYRACUSE King’s Ramblers Hotel Commodore aeeanee Sve ence all 
Frieda ring an | _ an 25) Cafe Continental yore @ K ive Ore tilde Morene Village Barn 
5 zzie Nelson Ore ° ‘ bal Ss ‘hil rom . ' ity 
Lou Bre Ore * | Harriet Hilliard a Spves | Tommy Ryan pee gd 1 |i.ang Thompson Ore 
3 Winters Sis | Roseann Stevens Dagmar & N | Jimmy Brown Ts: o. onsuero tossilianos 
Paul Winchell Harris & Shore Mariquita Charlie Wilson an: | Virginia Austin 
Hartman | Del Rios Yascha Datsko Grayce & Graham | Place Elegante | Radio Rubes 
Pn a aii (18) ; Cafe des Gourmets Hotel Edison Ernest Franz Orc Whirling Top 
; 2% wood Hotel Rev | Lois Elliman Gray Gordon Ore Bill Farrell | Russell Rhodes 
Joyce Grey . Joe Ravazo |} Gee Morris Ore 
Blanca Parish Hotel Essex House Vincent de Costa 11 ene Stanley 
Charlotte Kraus Shep Fields Orc Art Tubertini ij Howard & Wee 
Warner Patricia Wing Dorothy Allen Tino Donelli Marcella Clair 
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Viola Kla Ore 
Cusano’s 
IK iv Trotter 
I.ou Furlano 
Harr Smith 
Mardo 


Barbara Joan 
Ralph Gunner 


Cadillac 


Orc 


Tavern 


Tohnn Leary 
Marg Simith 
8 Coquettes 


t Claire & Durand 
Rush 
Riffs 
bobbs Ore 


ue & A 
Vinto’s 


Gallagher & 
3 Musical 


Hart I 


Di 
M Montgomery Orc 
Roberta Foraker 
Phil Cape 
Matti & 
Joe 


Therese 
Wayne 
Eembassy 
Carle Reves Or« 
Vorris & Vi 
Johnny Parrish 
Adele Norrella 
Cynthia Hare 
‘ifferd 


tos 


Geo ¢ 
Mara 
lucia & 
Curt 


Pepita 
Veiler Orc 
Evergreen Casino 


Mona Maxine 

Beth Challis 

Surns & Swanson 

Kay Allen 

Jaolin Dane 

Vivian Vance 

Pat Shevlin Ore 
1523 Locust 

Bu ie Shelby 

he Stone 

Suan Lee 

Kay Laney 

Kings of Swing Ore 

Hienrt's 


Andre & Frances 
fay O'Day 

Al Blank 

Ernie McGee 
Chas Verne’s Or: 


(H Walton Roof) 


Vincent Rizzo Cre 


| 
| 
| 


i(‘orlos ( 


| 


Maugham 
Sydeli 

King 
Simone 
th 


Dora 
Paul 
Patricia 
Ch di 
Helene tlea 
Russell 
Oxford Boys 
Felicia 


Dan 


tob 


impos 
Elaine Barrett 
Hilly Mahn 
Nell Fontsai 


Augusto Diente Or 


Hotel Philadetphia 
(Philadelphia Km) 


Buttons 


re Cire 


Bankey 


Dick Wharton Orc 
Jack Millard 

| Carole tHorton 
Fernando & air 
tilly Kenney 
Clarissa 

iCollins & Wanda 
16 Frolicettes 


| 
Sr 


iF amen 
| Neff 
| Moody 


| 


| Lexin 


Jam Session 


Mickey Hiouse 
Freddy Kornfeld 
Billy Kretc} er 

Io Ve ‘ 

Bud PD rensch iit 


Hopkins’ Rathskeller 


Irvit srasiow & Or 
Ma Rehr 

Nancy 60 

4 Murphy Sis 
Jetry Marcella 
Gene Raymond 


Lexingion Casine 


> 


Charlie Gaines Ore 
ke Joffree 
Swanee 
Bros & 
Mosher 
Ann Milles 
Straub & Lee 
Hart Rose 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Cashie Costello 
Johnny & Eddie 
gton Trio 
Iido Venice 
Jolin Joseph re 
rant Hall 
Trent & Strafford 
Cari Torrente 
Harr McKay 
Mariorie Drummond 
Jeyetter 
Mary Eller 
Little Rathskeller 
lackie 


isher 


en 


Miles 


Jonnny & Geerge 
| Victor Huge Ore 
Yvette Dare 
| Nelson & Marsh 
May Toye 





Minstrel Tavern 


Sissie Leftus 
Ba McGoldrich, 
Cressetti Sis 
Lois Wright 
Margie Marsh 
Tony Calozze 
Marriott's Rim 


Sr 


Orc 
Manoa tno 
Jack tHlitchinson 
4 Blossoms 
Eleanor Landy 
Nolan Bros & 
Kdytbe Sallade 
Diane Rochelle 
Frank Cunee Orc 


Tros 


Montgomery's 
Phil Fletcher 
Janet Reese 
Davey Langdon 
Frankie Richardson 
Pete Hayes 
rau Caswell 
Emma Stonch 
Penn Fay Ore 

Open Doer 


Smile & Smiles 


Iynoders Ore | 








| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Harry McKay 

6 H'wood Blondes 
Brendell Twins 
Ethel Mader 

Billy Hays Ore 


Old Covered Wagon | 


Woody Travere Orc 
Old Falls Tavern 


Jack Griffin 
Fred White 
Honey Wells 
Pete Cameron 
Jack Moss 

Al Kilbride 
Rob Getty 


Jackie Fletcher 
lbot Miller 
Chickie 
Jack Griffin 
Palumbo's 
Hank, the Horse 
FRalst’'n. Morg'n & B 
Roy Sedley 
Kippee Velez Gis 
Kay Hamilton 
Heward Reynolds O 
Ked Lion tan 
Chambers Ore 
Joe Foulkner 
Dot Wilson 
Frank Dumont 
Tony Gallagher 
G@ity St. Rathskeller 


Rhythm Twins 
lrankie Schuth 
Frank Macaura 
Nelby Cooke 

Ruth MacLean 
Mary Ann Laird 
John & J Millette 
Doris & Bobby 
Noebby Lee Ore 
Ilelen Doyle 
House inn 
Jule 
Williams 
Scott 


Ore 


Ed 


School 


T.ittle 
Bert 
Lia he 
Jee & Ruth 
Jew el! Elle 
Itabe LaTour 
Jimmie Venut!i Ore 
Silwer Lake ton 


Judy 

Arimand & 

Carmencita 

Jerry Delmar Ore 

Rendecvous 

(Hotel Senator) 

4 Sharps 

Raby Hines 

Snub Mosely 

Spatola'’s 
Lang 


Martin 


Cummings 
Juliana 


Suran 


PITTS 


Anchornge 


Flo Parker 
Hugh Merton 


Arlington 


Dale 
Betty 


Baltconades 
Joe Mowry Or 


iti Green's 


Ore 
Lodge 
Somers Ore 
Snoiileys 


George King Ore 
Happy Howard 
Don Cronin 

kKtoy Miller 

Vaughn Jones 

Bud Vowling 
er oecie Clab 
Ro Sherman 

Ma< * Sin on 

~ hop Bros 


cky M’Farland 
Club Petite 


| Freddy Cast'e Ore 
Mary Krier 
lThe Caters 
Mike Bertoa 
Cerk and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Kl Chice 
Pepita & Lucia 
toberto «& Aidita 


| Jessica 





} Carl 


' Sigfrid 


| Bess 


an Yego 
F Hernandez Ore 
Victoria Cordova 
George Negrette 
Hotel Pitt 
tailey Ore 
Mitchell 
Wheatley 


Fort 
Ken 


Johnn 


Hotel 
(Silver 
Billy Merle 
(tiaay 80's) 
Deroth Nesbitt 


Ilenry 
dsrill) 


Ore 


Hotel 
Fiddie Noah 
Jerry Mami 
Hlelene W 
Eddie Li 
Hotel Jth 
Saunders 
Ida lola 
FEiverett 
Betty 


Ella 
re 


ing 
ard 
nder 


Avenue 


Hlay 


Don 


in 
hoe 


BEivergreen Gardens 


Kay Downing 
Red Clarke Ore 
Ebbie Schaub 
Stylists 

Marge Campbell 
Eileen Rodger® 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Sally Jo Nelson 
loe “ino 
Men of Mus 


DET 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
‘Showboat 
Temmy Martin 
Kileens 
Virginia Hayes 
Rich'd Worthington 
Johnny Warren 
& Casinotes 
Bonner Orc 
(Motor Bar) 
Dick Rock 
Bowery 
Jimny Durante 
Burns & Dunn 
Magic Flyers 
Ceokie Sidell 
Rene & Ravelle 
Jay Jason 
BReweryettes 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh 
Blue Lantern 
Bert Nolan 
3 Demons 
Den & tee 
lax 
Skippy Little 
Glamour Gls 
Lee Walters 
Corktown Tavern 
Hal Heeney 


(Continued 


(12) 


Ore 


Dell 


(6) 
Cre 





| Hal Hoffer 
Stamp’s 

13 Heat W ives 
Wendel! Mis 

4 Nevelttes 
George Mar hett! fe) 
Grace Gordon 
Stamp's Trio 

j Stork Club 
4 Modernettes 
Allan Gale 
Estelle Sloan 

3 Peppers 

Grace O'Hara 
Henry Patrick Ore 
| Wagon Wheel Cafe 
Joe O'Shea 
Carrie lee 
Rochelle 

Al Wilson 
Lorraine Wiley 
Rov Fitzgerald 


| Ww Ww Swing ters 

| Venice Grille 
Frank pons 
mee, * Toy e 

|G mg od Gls 

| Fay Wray 
Bt bo 

Eddie Thomas 
| Nora Williams 


|} Bert Lemisch Ore 


| Warwick Hotel 
3 Suns 

Weber's Hof Brae 

Camden 

Jules Flacco Ore 
| The Manchinos 
| Virginia Vaughoa 
Novello Bros 


| Pat Sullivan 

| Signor Warmine 

Syd Golden 

Don Francisco Co 

Tia 

| Curran Bligh 

| Elmer Seltzer 

| Raths’r Bldoradians 
Wilson's 

Joe Hough 

Bill & Irene Burns 


Kathleen May 

| Shannon & Mein 
Hank, the Mule 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Geo Baquet Orc 


Yacht Ciub 


Eddie Matheros 
Casper é& Roth 
Eleanor Landy 
Jimmy Evans 
Mary Navis 


BURGH 


| Hotel Schenley 
| Bitly Hinds Ore 





Hotel Wm. Pena 
(Chatterbox) 
Leighton Noble Orc 

Chick Floyd 
Eddie Metcalfe 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Merry-Go-Round 
Will Asc! 
Al Fremont Ore 
New Peno 
Joe Villella Ore 
Billy Sagane 
Lester Co 
Pat Crawford 
} Helen Maloney 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco 
M (?y 
tob Carter 
Stanley Sis 
Columbus & ¢ 
Nut 
Jim Buchanon 
Harry Nosokoff 
tay Neville 
fed Blake 
Pr e kK ein 
Reggie Dvorak 
Honey Boy 
Buzzin Bees Ore 
Orchard 


le 


Ore 


inde Ore 


‘arroll 
llouse 


Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay l.o 
Chuck M lier 
Pines 
Buzz Aston Ore 
To. Rozance 


inglert 


Riviera 


Max Adkir Ore 
Ellen Vargo 
Clark 
Rodgers 
Yacht Club 
| Teddy King Ore 
| Trud Gorman 
Terry & Turk 
Louis Bauers 
Dawn & Dar 
Manch Cls 
Sky-Vue 
Bobby Haddon Ore 
Helen Young 
Union Grill 
Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Carmelita & Lee 
Dick Smith 


row 


Art 


H’ wood Coquettes 
Willows 
KE Covato Jr Ore 
Ellen Kaye 
Fran} hevynelds 
16 Vesters 
| Eddie Bratton Ore 
Roberta Costelle 
lon Frye 
Terry Wright 
Don Andre Ore 
Hund’s 
Old Timers 


Sun Valley 
Serenaders 

London Chep House 
Jane Churchill 

| Ruby Ore 

| Mar-Je 

Ray 
Ray 


Patterson 
Carlin Ore 
Morocce 
Larry Kent 

Lee De Bain 
LeBrun & Campbell 
Toly Lee 
Daniel Dew Co 
Will Henderson 
| Nebiolo’s 
Di Giovanni 
Jack & Dolly 
Ryvek & lhaye 
Patsy Marr 
Daniel Dew 
Leonard 


on page 55) 


Ore 


Seel | 
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Friday (18) all New York brokers 
e were advised by special delivery 
from the League of New York Thea- 
tres that unless they signatured the 
ticket code by Monday (21) no more 
allotments 
Agency people thereupon signed 
pronto, but under protest and with- 
out prejudice to their rights in the 
impending proceedings questioning 
the legality of the Mitchell law lim- 
iting premiums to 75¢c. 

Had the brokers refused they 
would not have been affected for at 
| least two weeks and in some in- 
stances longer, since ticket allot- 


would be othoontne, | 


N. Y. Ticket Brokers Sign Code 
Under Protest; Confer With Moss 





Author Corrects Critic 


Julius Colby emceed an ex- 
tended program backstage at 
the Lyceum, N. Y., for WMCA 
Friday (18) after the open- 
ing of ‘George Washington 
Slept Here.’ After lauding the 
play, the commentator called 
Moss Hart, one of the collabo- 
rators, to the microphone, author 
Saying: ‘Mr. Colby is not accu- 
rate. Iam miserable. The audi- 
ence was not responsive and I’m 
going out and kill myself.’ 

Hart wrote the play with 
George S. Kaufman. Latter 
avoided the air stint. 








ments were already made, advance 


tickets turned over to the brokers | 


who seek enjoining license commis- 
sioner Paul Moss and police com- 
missioner Lewis J. Valentine, ap- 
pealed the decision denying such re- 
} straint to the Appellate Division of 
s the N. Y. supreme court. An early 
trial was promised the litiganis. 

Principal complaint of the ticket 
people at this time is the payment of 
3c per ticket to the League. They 
asked that the levy be discontinued, 
but the code enforcement board re- 
fused. They continue to declare 
they cannot exist if paying the 
League, especially in view of the 
fact that if the Mitchell law passes 
court tests, chances to make addi- 
tional coin on sports events would, 
be eliminated. Some managers are 
known to favor the brokers’ side of ! 
the levy angle. | 

Moss Talks to Brokers 

Moss is preparing to start the, 
Mitchell law functioning and called 
the agency people downtown io dis- 
cuss the regulations he proposes to 
enforce. Commissioner stated bluntly 
that he did not want counsel for 
the ticket men to sit in on the ses- 
sion. Hyman, who was on hand in 
Moss’ office, pointed out that Milton 
R. Weinberger, attorney for the 
League was in the room. Moss said | 
he represented the city in this in- 
stance, but when Hyman answered 
] that was the duty of the corporation 
counsel, Weinberger was also asked 
to leave. He is said to have drawn 
up the Mitchell bill. 

In a letter sent by Hyman to Moss 
late last week, the attorney asked 
Moss for an interview with the brok- 
ers, so that he could pass on the ‘fair- 
ness, justice, and reasonableness of the 
requirements and terms imposed on 
brokers by the League of New York 
Theatres who undertake to exercise 
dual supervision over these brokers 

. although supervision and regu- 





c 


lation of this business has been 
vested by law in you... I speci- 
fically ask you whether or not you 

the imposition by the 


approve of 
League of 3c tax on each ticket sold 
by brokers and whether you approve 
of other obnoxious terms’ in the 
managerial-Equity code or so-called 
‘agreement.’ 

In a letter to James F. 
retary of the League, Hyman ad- 
vised him the brokers would sign 
the code because ‘no choice is given 
them to do otherwise.’ 


Reilly, sec- 


‘Burlesque’ May Be 
Next B’way Revival 


Among additional revivals contem- 
Plated for Broadway this season is 
‘Burlesque.’ James Barton is men- 
tioned as a possibility for the lead 
aso Bert Wheeler, currently on the 
Coast on a one picture deal. Arthur 
Hopkins, who presented the show 
originally, has indicated interest in 
Putting the comedy on again. Late 

Lawrence Weber was interested 


ke. 


Original cast was headed by the 
late Hal Skelly, Barbara Stanwyck 
Playing the femme lead. It was her 
‘ist appearance after playing in a 


night club (with Texas Guinan) 
where she was known as Ruby 
Stevens, The ‘Burlesque’ date led 
to Miss 


Hollywood. Understood that it would 


Cost around $20,000 to reproduce 
urlesque’ as Originally. 
Paramount owns the play and 


made two versions, one being ‘The 
Dance of Life’ and the first with the 
Criginal title and Hal Skelly in his 
Stage role, 





= ‘Burlesque’ and also his brother, | 








LEGIT SEASON 
SINCE BOOM 


Detroit, Oct. 22. 
After being dark for nearly a 


| decade to legitimate productions, the 


Lafayette theatre here will open Oct. 
30 with the comedy ‘See My Law- 
yer, helping to give Detroit its 
heaviest legit season since the boom 


| days, with three houses in operation. 


For the initial production, the firm 
of Wee & Leventhal has signed 
Block and Sully. The plan is to offer 
the shows for two weeks at $1.65 top, 
with the openings set for Wednes- 
days. Shuberts open their musicals 
at the Wilson on Fridays, while most 
of the road shows coming into the 
Cass having their openings on Satur- 
day or Sunday. 





Maida Reade Cops Equity 
Mailing List for 6.0P.; 


Lambertson’s Pamphlet 


One of the matters considered by 
(22) 


association’s 


Equity’s council Tuesday was 


the report that the 


mailing list had reached the hands 
of the Republican party’s New York 
committee and used by it for cam- 
paign purposes, but that the Demo- 
crats did not possess the names. It 
was revealed that Maida Reade, 
prominent councillor, ‘borrowed’ the 
membership list, without the knowl- 
edge or assent of the officers, and 
turned it over to the Republican 
Committee. She was reprimanded. 

Equity has always declined giv- 
ing out the names of its members 
whether for political or social pur- 
poses and reiterated that. stand. 
Cong. William P. Lambertson, who 
charged that Communists dominated 


the council, tried to secure the list 
but was refused. 
Early this week Cong. Lambert- 


son sent out copies of those portions 
of the Congressional Record in 
which he made his Red charges. Ma- 
iterial is headed ‘Communism in the 
Entertainment Unions.’ Printed mat- 
ter covers 15 pages and is bound in 
brochure form. At the top there is 
a notation: ‘Not printed at Govern- 
ment expense.’ Understood that the 
cost was not great, special rates be- 
ng given congressmen. There was 
no charge for Lambertson 
using his prerogative of government 
frank. At least 200 of the pamphlets 
were mailed to Equityites, in care of 
the association’s headquarters in N. 
Y, Included are the letters from 
various members lauding and criti- 
cizing Lambertson, 


’ 
maiiing, 





Paper Mill, N.J., Stock 


Paper Mill playhouse, 
N. J., opens Nov. 12 with a stock 


Stanwyck being called to company directed by Frank Carring- j 


ton and Agnes Morgan. Shows will 
|run two weeks. Scenic and costume 
designing will be handled by Aline 
Bernstein and Emeline C. Roche. 
First shows will be ‘Jeannie,’ 


bv Aimee Stuart, Nov. 12; ‘I Killed 
the Count,’ by Alec Coppel, Nov. 26; 
|‘Papa Is All,’ by Patterson 


Greene 


portion of Vermont to obtain food 
Tees Off Nov. 1? for the main army, but are eventual- 


Millburn, | 


Gertrude Lawrence Gets 


Nod Over John Golden 





Difference of opinion between 
| John Golden, producer of ‘Skylark,’ 
| on tour, and Gertrude Lawrence, the 
|show’s star, over the termination of 
| her contract was settled by Equity’s 
| council Tuesday (22), Star was up- 
| held in her contention that contract 
terminates Nov. 15. Golden claimed 
notice of three weeks was due on 
that date. It was thought he would 
win because it meant three weeks 
more for the supporting cast. 

Miss Lawrence wishes to close at 
that time because she is under con- 


tract to start rehearsals shortly 
thereafter in the Moss Hart-Kurt 
Weil show, ‘Lady in the Dark,’ 





which Sam H. Harris will produce. 
Harris did not directly figure in the 


being up to the disposition of + ee + | dispute, though he desires to get the 
tre managers. Thursday (17) Wil- | DET S BIGGEST show into rehearsals as soon as pos- 
liam A. Hyman, attorney for brokers | ® sible, having a number of contracts 


' based on the Nov. 15 date. 


Matter could have gone to arbitra- 
tion, but quicker action was sought. 
Golden favored a decision from the 
council, saying he never resorted to 
arbitration with any idea of personal 
gain. ‘Lady’ is aimed for the Music 
Box, N. Y., where ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
is still playing to excellent business. 


Bway Still Hunts 
Those Summer 


Barnyard Clicks 


Broadway is still to see any of the 
new play possibilities, of which there 
,; were supposed to be a record num- 














|ber in the rural summer playshops. | 


| ‘Second Helping,’ which was to have 
| been the initialer, has been ditched 
lafter playing out of town for less 
Play an- 
nounced coming in, but at least one 
lead cast change was to have been 
made and the current week was ta 


than two weeks. was 


' 
have been a layoff for further re- 
| sonal 


hearsals. Doubtful if it will reach 


the boards again. 

Management outsmarted itself in 
applying to Equity for the privilege 
of an extra week’s preparation with- 
out salaries except pay for re- 
hearsals. Concession was granted 
with the stipulation that at least two 
weeks be guaranteed the cast upon 
reopening. ‘Helping’ could have 
closed without such requirement and, 
upon application, would likely have 
been granted the right to resume 
without the two-week stipulation. 

Ned Sparks was engaged to re- 
place Joseph Sweeney, his contract 
reputedly calling for $1,000 per week 
or two weeks. Although the show 
stopped, salary to Sparks is payable 
and added to the production nut. 
Show was tried out at Stamford by 
Walter Bachelor and Monte Proser, 
with Lee Shubert financially inter- 
ested in the plann2d Broadway 
presentation. 

To date the product to enter the 
list from the summer spots consists 
of three revivals, two of which came 


+ 


n last week—‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor 
and ‘Charley's Aunt,’ Cort Both 
were favorably received Same goe: 
for ‘Kind Lady.” which sparked the 
revival idea this fall and which is 


faring well at the Playhouse. 


Max Wyle’s Nazi Play 


Max Wylie, CBS script editor, has 
authored a play about a hypothetical 


‘Serlin Battling With Shubert-Owned 
Ticket Agency In Boston; Father's 


| 





! 
' 





} 
| 
i 





} 
| 
| 


; 


| Nazi invasion of the U.S. It’s titled | 


| ‘Granite,’ and tells of how a small 
| detachment of Reich troops occupy a 


ly killed or captured. He’s now work- 
ing with Milton Geiger, a_ radio 
writer, on revisions. Harold Ober 
will handle it. 

Wylie and his brother, novelist 
Philip Wylie, wrote a play last sum- 
mer about a modern Jesus, but aban- 
dor@d it when Maxwell Anderson’s 
i‘Journey to Jerusalem’ was an- 
nounced. Latter play, with a vaguely 
similar theme, closed a brief engage- 
ment Saturday (19) at the National, 


N. 





De Sylva’s Hub Burn 





Another managerial burn-up | 
over ticket manipulation in 
Boston occurred when Buddy 
DeSylva decided to hold over 
‘Panama Hattie’ at the Shubert. 
Decision to continue the show 
had hardly been = announced 
when applicants for tickets dur- 
ing the added week, applying at 
the boxoffice, were told the best 
locations on hand were the 16th 
row. 

DeSylva indignantly expressed 
himself, but was unable to 
counter the ticket ‘system’ com- 
plained about. 


~ Prod. Accuses ‘Em of ‘Stranglehold 


4 





Boston, Oct. 22. 

A fresh breach between Oscar 
Serlin and the Shuberts, with the 
Herrick ticket agency (Shubert 
owned) in the middle, hinges on the 
brokerage of ducats for ‘Life With 
Father. Serlin is the first producer 
who has dared to issue a statement 
on the ticket situation here which 
has burned many a manager for the 
past year and a half. Two lawsuits 
have been filed here by indie brokers 
charging monopoly by the Shuberts 
and Herrick’s, but they have never 
come to trial. 

After booking ‘Life With Father’ in 
the Civic Repertory, the only sizable 
house in this city not booked through 











MGRS. PROPPING 
CORPORATE 
SETUPS 


the United Booking Office, Serlin 
lined up the Hub ticket brokers 


on a deal that called for their 
purchase of tickets at boxoffice 
prices, for cash, and with no re- 


funds allowed. The Herrick agency 
played ball for ‘two hours,’ the Ser- 
lin management here declares, and 
then asked to return their allotment 
of tickets for a refund with the men- 
tion that ‘temporarily’ they could not 
accede to the new setup. Other 
brokers continued to buy their seats 
from the Repertory and re-sell to 
their customers at the usual prem- 
ium. 





Producers of legit shows are re- | 
verting to the original managerial | 
setups that were used before the! 
idea of incorporating each produc- | 
tion came into vogue. Basic idea of 
using corporate identities was to 
evade possible recovery suits by , 
creditors against managers individu- | 
ally. There was always that chance | 
if shows flopped and there remained | 
no money to pay off. 

Changes in the tax laws In regards 


to corporations, however, have re- 
sulted in showmen reverting to the 
personal ownership or partnership 
system. Real reason for the switch 
is that the income tax levies are 
much heavier for corporations than 
for individuals. Accountants for 
managers have pointed that out for 
the past year or so. 


Latest to come in under the per- 
ownership method is Oscar 
Serlin Productions, Inc., which cor- 
poration has been dissolved. ‘Life 
With Father,’ of which there are 
three companies including New York 
(Empire), is principally concerned. 
There are half a dozen individuals 
interested in the ownership and, in- 
stead of possessing stock certificates, 
they are now co-partners. ‘Father’ 
is earning enormous profits and un- 
der the new setup the shares of each 
partner will be considerably larger 


Aarons-Ritchie Musical 
Still Minus Femme Lead 


‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen,’ the musical 
which will have the former heavy- 
weight champ Max Baer as chief 
comic, is slated into rehearsal early 
next week by Alex A. Aarons and 
Robert Ritchie. Showman are stil] 
seeking a femme lead. Part was to 
have gone to Anne Miller, but she 
is in Hollywood. 

There will be an en 
inclusive of 14 girls 
Coast 
That contingent will 
siderably more than 
in New York, having 
under the Screen 
Latter’s rates are 
and a minimum of 
show girls. Choru 
mum in New York i: 
both. 


of 40 
the 


‘ + 
east 


emble 
engaged on 
who are on the way 
receive 
those selected 
been engaged 
Actors Guild 
$66.50 for 
$50 


con- 


scale 
dancers 
weekiy for 
Equity m 
$35 weekly for 


Ini- 


New L’ville Legiter 


Louisville, Oct. 22. 

Number of road shows to visit this 
town during the coming season will 
be increased with the addition of 
the Columbia theatre under the man- 
agement of Harry J. Martin to the 
local live talent fold. 

Martin has set the National Play- 
goers Guild for four plays, opening 
Nov. 29-30 with the S. N. Behrman 
comedy, ‘Second Man.” ‘Morning’s 
at Senve’ is scheduled for Jan. 3-4, 
to be followed early in 1941 by 
‘Missows Legend’ and a revue. ‘Step 


This Way.’ 


If present plans go through on 
schedule, the Boston public will get 
some dope on the situation, straight 
from the shoulder, from Serlin, via 
newspaper ads. Transcript, Herald- 
Traveler and the Record-American 
are understood to have okeyed an 
ad proof prepared by the Serlin 
office here to run this week. It will 
list the agencies selling tickets for 
‘Life With Father,’ omitting Her- 
rick’s. 

From the Serlin headquarters here 
the following statement, in part, was 
issued: 

‘For more than 18 months Boston 
theatregoers have suffered from an 
extremely unhealthy situation with 
respect to the distribution of tickets 
to outstanding theatrical attractions. 
Time and again, patrons have com- 
plained that they have sent in mail 
orders even before boxoffice open- 
ing, and have been allotted seats in 
the eighteenth row. Or they have 
hurried to the boxoffice on the day 
the ticket sale opens, only to be told 
that the best seats available were 
in the rear of the house. ; 

‘This unfair condition can be 

(Continued on page 52) 





Sam Harris Ignores 
| Equity Ruling Against 
| Him On ‘Geo. Wash’ 


Althougn Equity ruled that full 
salaries were payable to the cast of 


| 
| 
} 


‘George Washington Slept Here’, 
which opened at the Lyceum, N. Y., 
Friday (18), Sam H. Harris de- 


murred, Cast was paid two-eighths, 
plus five-sevenths of rehearsal pay. 
According to Equity’s figuring, the 
players should have received a full 
week’s pay plus two eights, latter 
coin applying to the final day of the 
previous week’s layoff. Manager 
proposes to have the matter arbitrat- 
ed. 

Situation arose over the 
death of Berton Churchill, 
the le ads, who was I! 

Manage 
God, but 


sudden 
one of 
placed by Dud- 
claimed it was 


Equity declares 


ley Digges. 


an act of 


"€ 
, 
I 


that death from natural causes is 
not so regarded and only when 
fatalities are caused by fire, earth- 
quake or flood is the manager not 


liable for a layoff. Ch 
away from uremic poisoning. Equity 
feels confident that its contention 
would be upheld in arbitration, hav- 
ng won three times in somewhat 
similar instances. It’s intimated that 
|had Harris conceded such precedent, 
| Equity might have granted a con- 
|cession in the matter of ‘Washing- 
ton’ salaries. 

First ‘act of God’ claim in rela- 
tion to a player was raised by Jed 


irchill passed 


Harris, who contended that he 
should not be liable for salaries of 
other players in ‘Coquette’ when 
Helen Hayes gave birth to her 


daughter and the show layed off. 
|Incident was widely publicized and 
the child was referred to as the ‘act 


of God baby’. However, the deci- 
sion was against the manager and 
he had to pay the cast during the 
i layoff. 





anes 


¢ 
' 


é 
Bed 
Toews 
' 
}: 
&, 
ie 





we me SEC RRORRMCeS Pegs ’ 


he 








50 LEGITIMATE VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 23, 1949 





ever, James Todd, as the psychology 
professor on whom so much of the 
play’s conflict depends, is inadequate. 
According to his playing, the scien- 
tist seems motivated by terror rather 
| than cold, angry, SoteretneGee. = 
+ mrobably wi " | whole point of the drama is the tri- 
~~ peer ee as mirthte ‘umph of the professor's superior 


I ; : -e: | mentali £ sill-power over the 
That is, of course, with the qualifi- | Mentality and wi ; Sahoo 
cation that the performances main-|Uthless, uncontrolled killer. But 


Plays on Broadway 





Washington Slept Here | 


Farcical comedy in three acts presented 
@t the Lyceum, N. Y., by Sam H. Harris; | 
written by George S. Kaufman and Moss 


Plays Out of Town 


ec 





TWELFTH NIGHT 


(HAYES—EVANS) 
New Haven, Oct. 17. 





| tain the excellent pace and gay spirit | Todd hurries through his lines al- 


Hart; staged by former; Ernest Truex, most frantically and is weak at the 





Jean Dixon, Dudley Digges, featured; set-| of the opening night. Sound show- ; 2 
é é ruci y ould | 
tings by John Root; $3.30 top. 'manship judgment is used by its pro- —, — when he shov 
Mr. Kimber. ...-+e++s seoeeesPorcy Kilbride | ducers, Day Tuttle and Richard | 2°™nate tne stage. L 
Newton Fuller...ccccscccceess Ernest Truex : of “ . 2 - ssor’s rj uila ee 
pete Fi ke adalah te Jean Dixon | Skinner, and its director, Joshua bs a age agree seo 2 Bae 
a Wl, .55cs0vectoeees Peggy French | Logan, to give the piece in its orig-| as little to do except stand around) 
Steve Eldredge....csccceecees Kendal! Clark | jnal text, dress it with settings and | looking frightened, which she man- | 
=. eoeeees eocccoce Seman Bh ay Se costumes of the period, tastefully | ages fairly well. But she does nothing 
rs. DUBLAS.ccecceesceses abe allaterro = ie as s 
Clayton Evans... s+s+>s- Matinee Tree | designed by John Koenig, and have/|to suggest the quiet strength the | 
Rena Lesife......- vor "Ruth Weston it played by an excellent company character should have. Bernadene | 
Hester.....c.scccccsescccees Paula Truc ‘| with explicit confidence that a good | Hayes reasonably convincing as the 
Mayvmend. ...iccve ecccece sees Bobby Readick | — . | ter’ ll. alth h she is h al 
Uncle Stanley....-cceee «oes Dudley Digges | elderly joke is funnier than a thin gangsters moll, althougn she Is a | 
Legeett Frazer....... giaseeasa David Orrick | new one. |pered by the obvious writing of the 
Tommy Hughes........++...Edward Elliott | When a playscript survives a half | part. Aline McDermott has authority | 
Eee DSETRSCOR.o2 ¢. psevews Marian Edwards | century and many thousands of per-|in_ the brief part of the cook, Jay | 
Pn WE TIO. oc cnedcoceeseousaee .Toni Sore} | - - - p | Adl is t bl f th b 
Mr. Prescott....ccscsee "****iichard Barbee | formances in nearly every language er is notable as one of the mob- |; 
and country it possesses something ane We ee — a | 
intrinsically sound, theatrically, ° 1cna ISSON, | 
That manager-author combo of | $0, intrinsically Sou y+ | Sock Lambert and Michael Artist are | 


that years show little wear and tear. | : 
Its present sponsors have wisely | at least passably plausible as a head- 
sidestepped the temptation to bur -| Strong youth, a gunman and the pro- | 
lesque the dialog and situations. In| fessor’s young son, respectively. Di- | 
production, direction and acting it’s | fection and settings are routine. 
played straight—for laughs. | Opening night’s performance was, 
Jose Ferrer plays the title part| not too well handled by the man-| 
and demise, while probably faring | With enthusiasm and a keen sense | agement. Curtains for both the sec- 
well enough, does not measure up to | Of timing his lines and business. He | ond and third acts were raised while 
those standouts. | uses effectively nearly all the proved | many in the audience were still filing 


Sam H. Harris, George S. Kaufman | 
and Moss Hart have created some 
solid successes, as witness the still | 
current ‘The Man Who Came to Din- | 
ner’ and ‘You Can’t Take It With | 
You’ before that. Their latest presen- | 
tation, which was jinxed by injury 


‘George Washington Slept Here’ | and tested bits with which the role | back to their seats. And, as so often | 
starts slowly and has a fairly divert- | has been enriched through the years | happens at first-nights, smoke from 
ing second act. It is the third that; by countless other Charleys. His|the intermission cigaret addicts 
really saves the performance, most | performance is an excellent piece of clouded into the auditorium, causing | 
of the solid laughs being there, the | clowning, broad but never coarse.| Widespread coughing. Ushers had 
authors seeming to finally reach their | During the past summer he appeared | NOt familiarized themselves with the | 
stride. Featured players and others|in the role at the revival put on by confusing seat-numbering system of | 
share in handling the risible lines| the same producers at the West-|the house, so there was also dis-| 
and the first nighters exited smil- | chester Playhouse. turbance from people being shifted 
ingly. The rest of the players, imbued back and forth. Program note ex- 

Third act situation finds Ernest! with the fun that is in the Brandon | Plained that the few stitches of knit- | 
Truex and Jane Dixon playing @| Thomas work, keep the action mov-|ting Miss Lee does in the first act 
middle aged couple facing the loss of | ing at just the right pitch. Thomas 























gentle edge inspires the wit and non- 
sense that should amuse audiences 
as on the debut evening. 

First act shows the interior of a 
dilapidated stone house in Pennsyl- 
vania. presumably one that Kaufman 
and Hart saw around New Hope, 
Bucks County, where they have sum- 
mer homes. It hasn’t any conven- 
iences, nor is there any water. In 
the second act the place looks cozy, 
but how the family and weekend 
guests get along with bathrooms is 
something the authors let the audi- 
ence think about. Brought out that 
Washington never slept there—it was 
Benedict Arnold. 

The Fullers face foreclosure, but 
count on borrowing $5,000 from 
Uncle Stanley, a puffing, boastful old 
codger who is supposed to have a 
ton of coin. He reveals that he’s 
been broke since 1939. That means 
a bitter letdown for Newton and 
Annabelle, who had been pampering 





i | are for Bundles for Britain. If the| 
their house in the country, one | Speidel and J. Richard Jones are the | Show runs long enough she might | 
which they had painstakingly made | Oxford youths for whom Ferrer finish a wristlet at that rate. 
ma erades i é 
Fuller both have - sense of humor squerades in order that they may 
and start to drown their troubles! friends under proper ch 
with straight Scotch, though it is They are an salsines ssaee x thats Ballet Review 
only 10 am. To make it easier, undergraduate blazers and caps. The 
others take a bottle each as they en- | Macon and Phylli 
. . : : yllis Avery, who are 
ter. They don’t act ribald and in | charming in costumes of the nineties. Ballet Russe de Monte Carl 
There is interest in the appear- 6 G8 meee Varee 
pa Pas sedges Lt = |recenfly back from its first South | 
| hiatus in Hollywood. She is the real | merican tour, returned to New | 
a wae - ', watherine three-week engagement at the 5ist| 
| Wirnan’ Goa pun the Se eee | Street (Hollywood) theatre. Five) 
| Others are Arthur Margetson, as| during the stay, all being preemed | 
h~—_— Chesney; Reynolds Dennis-| the opening week. Two were pre- | 
on, as the storming Pettique, and | sented opening night, ‘Poker Game’ 
| valet. |and ‘Vienna—1814,.’ Remaining three, 
_ ‘Charley’s Aunt’ was first played| “The New Yorker,’ ‘Serenade’ and 
in New York in 1893, a year after its | a Ragga ows were offered | 
| ursday and Friday (17-18) nights. 
| Theatre, off Herald S nti : # | 
|Girardot played the ‘ttle role. "A| its cursest engagements the otnes | 
| revival in 1906 was highly successful | Ballet Russe, ; t 


habitable. Newton and Annabelle Hobe. 
keep a luncheon date with lady 

only 10 a.m. To make it easier, each 
young women involved are Mary 

fact only wet their noses, but that 
|ance of Nedda Harrigan, widow of The Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, | 
/aunt and handles her part in the| York last week (14), opening a/ 
lof shyness to the lesser role of Fla. | 2°w productions are being offered | 
|Harold deBecker, the resourceful | 
|London premiere, at the Standard 

: fficiall all 

and through the years it has been Original 7 see 


Ballet Pusse, Col. W. de| 
a stock favorite. It was not made| Basil, director, arrives at the 51st | 
in silent films, however, until 1925, | Street for its first appearance in N.Y. | 
pamper’ when Al Christie produced it for a|Including several former leading | 
unk these many years, standing for | standout gross. Syd Chaplin played| members of the Monte Carlo group, | 
his didoes because of the ._ | the film lead and the cast included | this troupe ‘returned not long ago 
inheritance. Authors get the Fu -|James E. Page, English actor, who| from a successful tour of Australia, | 
lers out of their difficulty with ease, | had appeared in the role of Pettique | Both Daath Gee ceatiaek Ge a | 
we ee how te A t+ eneil- lie than 4,000 times through the| Hurok. Both will have extended | 
id character is. le , th | British provinces and Dominions.| tours through the U. S. this season. | 
lent comedy, especia Pad Peg |Screen rights were withheld for| personnel of the Monte Carlo! 
ond act. Boy is Annabelle’s nep! ew, years by the Thomas heirs, who fi- | Pi ga: We . - e arlo 
mother being in Reno for slicing | nally let them go for $80,000. A later | of coo b Bona Pri anaes P rom that 
purposes. Raymond is all kinds of | dialog version was not so popular. | stil] I, we od ae are oe 
a pest and few characters escape his| For those who nev an eonide Massine, Alexandra | 
mischief. Bobby s. ; 
Raymond, doing so well by the part | vival offers so : m 
that someone hissed when he en- ne Sn 
tranced for the last act. 

But the clever farceur Truex, back 
from Hollywood, and “Miss Dixon 
make the play click. Few can top 
her in handling the kind of lines 


| 
| 


oo aoe ee ad bape id iy Andre 
; evsky, Marc Platoff, Mi aven- 
|a glimpse at a museum piece. It is| a Bateen Zoritch, Nathalie Rees. 
= evening of good theatre, and pro-| sovska and Roland Guerard. New- 
fer nggee ll gl well as the general| comers include Sonja Wojcikowska, 
_ a e pleased as well as ,George Tomin and Tassia Semenova, 

prised. Flin, with Marie Jeanne niaking two guest 








i 
: | (Sebastian) y 
fashioned by Kaufman and_ Hart 6 niga ge a I ag ‘Serenade.’ Efrem | (Fabian) os te ee ae 
when in a satirical mood. Dudley BLIND ALLEY urtz is again principal conductor, | »oments B 
Digges entered the cast when Berton with Franz Allers as assistant. | Physically the production is an 
Churchill suddenly died and turns in (REVIVAL) “Vienna—1814," new ballet offered | eye-filler. Added to the colorful 
an_unusual characterization. Melodrama in three acts by James Wer-| eens night, is to music by von| sets and costumes is a direction 
Percy Kilbride, as the handy man} wick. Features Roy Hargrave. Directea| Weber, orchestrated by Russell|technique that shapes attractive 
who fleeces the city folks in his pur-| by J. B. Daniels, with settings by Fred- Bennett (who did orchestrations | stage portraits a ~ a ber . : , | 
chases of materials, draws attention, | sed Fox. Presented by Marie Louise for the incoming Cole Porter mu- |! Brou sing, Li he : aa a - 
as does Ruth Weston, country theatre | ~ —y = ‘ er oy ‘sate W — sical, ‘Panama Hattie’), libretto! 4 ery os ol 3 “, c thi shadow ore 
actress wed to a whilanderer. Peggy | opening). ~~‘ . en Pp 9! and choreography by Massine and ce a aa ane . R gpet nw sa the 15 
French, as daughter of the Fullers, | poris shetby................ _.. Tila Lee | Costumes and scenery by Stewart annr _ hs rar nga yr interludes fit in 
is pleasing. Others who count in| Fred Landis..... “"""Righard Sisson | Chaney. Depicting a ball give ,| appregriately. Latter, however, re- 
s pl | ; : E g a ball given by | quire fonir » dow % ah ts 
varying degrees: Paula Trueman, Dr. William A. ‘Sheiby.<.....,James ‘Todd Prince Metternich in Vienna to cele- oat , 4 ne Gown Oe they frequently 
Mabel Taliaferro, Toni Sorel and | Agnes... etteeeeeerseceeeees 4, Dodee Wick brate the defeat of Napoleon, it has overshadow dialog. Bone. 
Richard Barbee. Ibee. | Nora......... aitem  Siathenmnnst soa intervals of bright dancing, but | a war 
a | Hal Wilson Roy largrave | 1S far too long and, for the most part, | 
— Stoner Bernadene Hayes lacks originality. Chaney’s esstumes | QUIET PLEASE 
CHARLEY’S AUNT | Nicci. “ ttyack “Lambert | 22d settings, however, are brilliant. | ic Keliates Mek On 
| Officer Thorne .-Thomas Hume | ‘Poker Game,’ nother n : — ee a ee ore of ngeies, ct. 15. . 
Revival of farce in three acts by Bran- | tati : » @ ler new pres- | _ Comedy in three acts (six scenes) by 1 
don Thomas, produced by Day Tuttle and | ee ne ation, 1s are a revival, having | #ush Herbert and Hans Kraly, from the 
Richard Skinner; staged by Joshua Logan; | ps si : yeen given for the first tim so | Original by Ferdinand Reyher; presented 
settings and costumes, John Koenig; at | James Warwick's psychological | years ago under the tit! of woes by Jesse Lasky and produced by Henry 
the Cort, N. Y., Oct. 17, '40; $3.20 top. meller, which had a Broadway run Party’ | gg 2 e 0 ard | buffy; directed by Russell Fillmore; sets 
Jack Cheaney sc icccssscsvece Thomas Speidel | of 119 performances five seasons ago | tha 7 oy e American Ballet at) by Everett Burgess. At the Biltmore, Los 
DOUOEORE bi 5 5045.00 046054068 Harold deBecker | and was also done as a picture isi e Metropolitan Opera House. It! Anseles, Oct. 15, '40; $2.75 top. 
Charles Wykeham......... J. Richard Jones - . = FP ’ thas a score by Igor Stravinsky, |} 27ot Adams. esses esse ee eeeess. Jane Wyatt | 
Lord Fancourt Babberley.......Jose Ferrer | revived as a presentation of Marie choreogra hy b , G se B SRY» | Roland Plerce......ccsceese: Donald Woods | 
Kitty Verdun......ssessecccces Mary Mason | Louise Elkins and Clarence Taylor. | with cos phy by George Balanchine, | Gloria Weston.......00 02200 1...: ca art 
Amy Spettig“ue.....+.sseseeess Phyllis Avery |Roy Hargrave is featured in the role with costumes and scenery by Irene! Bob Canfield............00000e. Fred Nibio 
Col Sir Francis Chesney..Arthur Margetson | ha’ created in th iginal | Sharaff. Distinctly a novelty, it is a| Michael Kilmer.............. Gordon Jones 
Stephen Spettigue....... Reynolds Denniston | 2 wes 1€ original produc-| humorous bit about how the joker | Bil! Grady.............. Bruce MacFarlane | 
i POET TTL TTT Richard Cowdery | tion, the paranoiac gangster whose | brings une ted ch joker | Henry Dakin....../ Anthony Kemble Cooper 
Donna Lucia D’Alvadorez..Nedda Harrigan | mental disintegration under a psy- | sassiee, —« xpec eX changes to a card | Joe Manheim. Reeuchs vaeaes eeeeee Fred Sears | 
BE DRAUSS regs seskes sane Katherine Wiman | chiatrist’s pitiless probing for th |game. It is a lively offering, with | Alice..........cccccseceeseeees Judith Elliott 
SPT te ae Mary Frances Heflin | gripping conflict Pr thee la ms it's Balanchine's ingenious choreography | Fe Mathews cea hones Alexander Lockwood 
| Still 3 tenes, comment thriller Bal and Miss Sharaff’s costumes provid- ce: cv ceesccceeeees ote 19 — 
| ’ ; Pa ° L265 Aide ceeseeresaccseed ichae d 28 
The only thing creaky about! although this is an inferior produc- | foe most of the appeal. However, | Jim Faraday......2...2212: Howard Brooks 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ are the squeaks in tion, the script’s: inherent suspense | what over novelty, it also is some- | Betty... .....s.ssesseeeeees: Nina Clemens 
the ta Pe | ’ ¥ I Suspense | what overlong. Alexandra Dani-| P'OP Boy.....cceceeeeserees Ralph Douglas | 
e joints of the orchestra chairs at| should give the show at least a mod- | Joya’ : ; Minnie Mabel Colcord 
the Cort, where audiences are rock-| erate run. | pallets — stands out in both) an mlectrician. 1s Sable 
ing with laughter at performances | The chief Gaws now le in the|. ets, as eee —  Serrerrer Tee +++--Paul Marion 
of ithe British farce classic. There! acting. Hargrave, of course, is ex. | Serenade,’ with choreography by | Murphy... tks eoaeekicaat aon 
« . P | . * tag a Fvescccvcaeccossones ooe ee ‘ z 
isn’t a more amusing evening in the cellent. Although his first act seems | Massine, score by Tchaikowsky, Cos- | Jane............0..000008 .«.Nancy Preston | 
theatre this season. On that account| distraught, his steadily rising hys- | ‘U™es by Jean Lurcat and settings | Porrist....-.s.ssssessseeeees ,,0za Waldrop 
there is no reason why its engage-/ teria through the succeedings acts, | PY Gaston Longchamp, presents Pade es Cusnssannkarscurts Charles Martin | 


Marie Jeanne as a talented, attrac- | 
tive dancer. Balanchine’s choreog- | 


(Continuea on page 51) | 


ment should be limited to the span | culminating in his gibbering collapse | 
usually assigned to revivals. ‘Char-/ at the end, is superbly projected and | 
ley’s Aunt’ was funny 48 years ago;| creates genuine excitement. How-/ 


j}around ability he displays 


F er h r : ° e ee 
Readick plays|the Thomas faree ihe Bi yg sos Danilova, Frederic Franklin, Alicia | 


Revival of the Shakespearean comedy in 
two acts (15 scenes). Staged by Margaret 
Webster; settings and costumes, Stewart 
Chaney; music, Paul Bowles; stars Helen 
Haves and Maurice Evans; features June 
Valker, Sophie Stewart, Wesley Addy, 
Mark Smith; production under supervision 
of Theresa Helburn and Lawrence Lang- 












ner; presented by Theatre Guild and Gil- 
bert Miller at Shubert, New Haven, Oct, 
17-19, ‘40; 3.30 top. 

Oraino....-. . iehaehe oe Wesley Addy 
Curio, ..cccoccess ° George Keane 
Valentine......se0 .-- Philip Huston 
PRAER cece ceneneees .e--Helen Hayes 
Sea Captain......+ . Anthony Ross 
Sir Toby Belch.... ee ~».-Mark Smith 
OS Serre er ..-June Walker 


Norman Lloyd 


Sir Andrew Asguecheek. ‘ 
j ..Donald Burr 





OUVIR. ccocccccescsccsese Sophie Stewart 
Malvolio..ccccccscesseee Maurice Evans 
ROAD, oo00 60 90's 6.4446 20808 S405 Ellis Irving 
Sebastian..cccccsscceccccsse Alex Courtney 
Fablan....-.-+-- ....eeRaymond Johnson 
Attendant..cccceesccccvcccsceced June Brehm 
Oicer. cccccccescesesece ..- Anthony Ross 
BatBlel. .ccoccccdesevecsecess Irving Morrow 
Bie TOMAS. ccc vsccevcvvcevoes Wallace Acton 
PASO. cccccccscccccsevessccce Osbert Chevers 





Reception given the premiere of 
the Theatre Guild-Gilbert Miller 
presentation of “Twelfth Night’ in- 
dicates that it will go over with 
Helen Hayes-Maurice Evans-Shake- 
speare fays. Names of this trium- 
virate should cause a boxoffice stir 
and, once inside, playgoers will see 
a nicely mounted, well acted and di- 
rected production. Thengh not sen- 
sational, it should satisfy. 

Lethargic response to first portion 
of this two-stanza opus causes won- 
der as to why the Guild put all the 
obvious effort and expense it did 
into this particular play. Only the 
outstanding work of a fine cast make 
a major portion of the opening act at 
all acceptable. Pace picks up, how- 
ever, in later moments and develops 
a crescendo that ultimately leaves 
the audience applauding lustily. 

‘Night,’ with its ultra trite plot 
and lack of characterization oppor- 
tunity, offers only a mild workout 
for the histrionic skill of its stars. 
Although both players give excellent 
interpretations, seldom are they 
called upon to display the artistry 
that has been associated with their 
performances in more _ substantial 
roles. 

Miss Hayes plays Viola lightly, 
tenderly and, on occasion, humor- 
ously. In appearance she is particu- 
larly apropos, her slight figure easily 
giving the illusion of the boyish 
courier who woos in his master’s 
stead. She draws considerable com- 
edy from a duel scene and expresses 
sentiment cavably in brief romantic 
moments. The Evans version of 
Malvolio culls from the role all the 
meat that his character contains. His 
transition from the dour steward to 
the would-be smiling attendant is 
handled with finesse and the all- 
in 
more or less unimportant role adds 
another plume to the headgear of 
this Shakespearean artisan. 

Sharing honors with the leads {is 
Miss Stewart’s Olivia. Adding to a 


beautiful personal appearance a bril-| ; 
liant delineation of the lovely, but | 


unresponsive, lady who rejects the 
romance of Duke Orsino, Miss Stew- 
art impresses solidly as a polished 
playcr. Wesley Addy plays the Duke 


capably; June Walker makes a lively | 


Maria and Mark Smith takes over 


his enunciation could be 
improved. Additional 


ald Burr, as Feste. Latter 
displays a nice singing voice. 
Irving (Antonio), 


also 
Ellis 
Alex Courtnay 


For his return to the live theatre 
Jesse Lasky chose the association of 
Henry Duffy and a comedy about 


this | 


the Sir Toby Belch role adequately. | 
| although 
| considerably 
excellent support is given by Nor- | 
man Lloyd, as Aguecheek, and Don- | 


Hollywood by F. Hugh Herbe 


Hans Kraly. On _ both seven 
moved wisely. Duffy has long helq 


an enviable reputation as a 
producer, and Herbert and Kral 
acknowledged as knowing which 
keys to tap on their typewriters 
The net result is a diverting piece of 
stage business, though not of sock 
proportions. Hollywood's acclama. 
tion has not been thunderous, but 
that is no barometer in this instance 
Hollywood plays do better away 
from Hollywood. 

After three weeks here the piece 
moves to New York, no stops in be. 
tween. It has the ingredients for 
a moderate Broadway run and may 
-- — on for a stand. 

t’s that first act, though, wh 
the play doctors must transfuse on 
routines and speed up the action 
Given the right kind of hypo it wil] 
help the play immeasurably. Rest 
of the satire needs little work. In. 
novation is on view while the payees 
are being shown to their locations, 
Curtain is up and the stage reveals 
a picture set, with grips, juicers and 
props running all over the place and 
up and down aisles shouting orders. 
At intervals the various principals 
report on set, but it’s those waits in 
between that drag _ with listless 
dialog. A few punch lines are needed 
badly here. 

Then there’s the added novelty of 
including the audience as dress ex. 
tras. Director Freda Niblo barks a 
few orders and dresses down the 
customers, but the whole thing 
sounds too vhony to be of any con- 
sequence. Idea is that the theatre 
interior is one large set, but the 
play doesn’t need it and that’s where 
some of the sag sets in. 

Story has to do with Carol Adams, 
screen star of some temperament, 
and a philandering husband, who 
gives her nothing but a continual 
|runaround. She goes on the make 
for the chap from the garage who 
| delivers her car when she discovers 
her mate is again on the prowl. The 
scene in her apartment where she 
lavishes her affections on the inno- 
cent kid provides an hilarious inter- 
lude and conjures up memories of 
‘Personal Appearance. The play- 
| wrights peppered this scene with 
me lines and subtle sexy innuendo. 





| 


Third act levels off into romantic 
and retribution, the errant husband 
|making a strong play to win back 
| his wife from the garageur, who 
| unwittingly serves, as the foil to 
| bring the jealous mate to his senses, 
| Love scene between the pair while 
the cameras grind develops a strong 

| finale. 
Happy choice was that of Jane 
| Wyatt as the cinema belle. She 
plays the part with a _ refreshing 
| Piquancy and varies her emotions as 
the situation demands. She handles 
her lines expertly and seems more 
cut out for the stage than screen. 
Donald Woods, as her erring mate, 
Sives capital support. He’s a greatly 
improved actor since his Elitch Gar- 
den days in Denver. Ann Mason is 
the quippy dame whose lush days 
n the cinema belong to the dim 
past. Her timing of gags works with 
clockwise precision and generates 
;most of the howls. Gordon Jones, 
| the garage runner, looks like a find 
and comes up with nicely shaded 
periormance, Fred Niblo, one of 
Hollywood's ace silent directors, as- 
sumes that nostalgic role and holds 
it in restraint, some times too much 
so. The others are either incidental 
or merely walkons. Helm. 


PRIVATE CONFUSION 


; Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
Comedy in three acts, two scenes. by 
| Austin Parker and Hardie Albright, Staged 

by Harry Hayden. At the Bliss-Hayden 

theatre, Oct. 14, °40 , 

Cast Lane 
| Hayden, Ryron 
Marion Bell, Lela 
George O'Hanlon, 


Allen, Ila Rhodes, Harry 
Sarr, Bobby Rayner, 
Bliss, Alex Mackenzie, 


Herbert Patterson. 





Playwrights Austin Parker and 


Hardie Albright have developed 
some good comedy material in adavt- 
ing Parker’s Cosmopolitan magazine 


yarn of a couple of years ago to the 
| Stage. Dialog moves fast and, with 
| a smart cast to aid presentation, play 
| should have a chance of moderate 
| success on metropolitan boards. A\l- 
| bright, better known for picture and 
stage acting. is now devoting him- 
self primarily to playwriting with 
only an occasional film chore in be- 
tween. 

As play stands now some tighten- 
|ing is needed in an over-long first 
act, but second and third breeze 
along at good clip, needing only ade- 
quate playing for necessary punch. 
| Possibilities for pictures are also 
present in material, containing sev- 
eral good dramatic sequences in 
addition to the comedy. 

_ Plot takes a madcap trio—brother, 
\sister and friend—through all sorts 
of complications. The girl believes 
herself in love with her brother. 
That turns out okay when it de- 
velops he’s not really her brother, 
but it doesn’t do her romance any 
good because he marries someone 
else. The girl then enters into mar- 
riage of convenience with the friend 
and it’s square all around. Some 
clever characters are developed in 


.| the writing. 


| ane Allen and Ila Rhodes stand 
‘Out in the leads, 
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B.0. Picks Up for Chi's 3 Shows: 
Father’ 156, People’ 126, ‘Animal’ 116 


— 





Chicago, Oct. 22. 

Business strengthened generally 
for the loon legit situation. This 
was particularly true for the two 
shows which had opened in mediocre 
fashion, ‘Meet the People’ and ‘Male 
Animal.’ The Hollywood musical in 
the Grand is attempting to stick here 
until the week before Christmas and 
then head for its New York opening. 
‘Animal’ also appears to be ready for 
a real stay of it, though it’s indicated 
that it will never be up in the im- 
portant numerals. 

On Monday (28) the Erlanger will 
relight for the season with ‘Time of 
Your Life’ under ATS auspices. 
Otherwise, there is nothing in the 
offing until Christmas time. The 
Shuberts, who had been figuring on 
bringing in ‘Unfaithfully Yours,’ 
have apparently abandoned that idea 
following a miserable opening last 
week in Detroit. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Life with Father,’ Blackstone (33d 
week) (1,200; $2.75). There is no end 
for this one. A few weeks ago they 
were planning for the backstage 
Christmas party. It appears that they 
can now 
Easter celebration. 
markable $14,800. 

‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn (6th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Plans to stick it out 
and banging out profit at $11,000. 

‘Meet the eople,’ Grand (3d 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Trying to stick 
to week before Christmas and then 


Holding to re- 


last week. 


‘SKYLARK’ GETS $16,000 





start figuring for their | 





io 


{ 
| 





DESPITE ST. L. COMPETIS 


St. Louis, Oct. 22. 

‘Skylark,’ starring Gertrude Law- 
rence, ended a week stand Saturday 
(19) at the American with a take of 
approximately $16,000, considered 
g£00d biz in view of terrific competish 
encountered during run. Wendell 
Willkie, Republican presidential 
nominee, drew more than 30,000 to a 
cuffo political rally and the U. S. 
Navy band attracted more than 7,500 
price concert, both on 
Thursday (17). The navy tooters 
performed in the municipal auditor- 
lum, several blocks away from the 
theatre. 

‘Skylark’ was first of the current 
season to be supported by the Play- 
goers of St. Louis, Inc., and mere 
than 1,200 members of-this organiza- 
tion purchased ducats to the eight 
performances. 
Crix dished out raves. 

Tallulah Bankhead, in ‘The Little 
Foxes,’ opened last night (Monday). 


Philly Critics Clip 





‘Ladies,’ $13,500, Tees 


Off Pitt Legit Season 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 22. 
Legit season got underway at 
Nixon last week with ‘Ladies in Re- 


tirement’ and biz indicated that 
touring attractions are going to find 
eee: pretty profitable this sea- 
son, laying at $2.75 top, Flora 
Robson hit grabbed off approxi- 
mately $13,500, very good in these 
parts for that kind of show. Had 
ATS subscription backing, which 
helped, but got a nice window sale. 
too, on heels of rave reviews. 
Inaugural was latest in more than 
a decade, Nixon usually getting un- 
der way around middle of Septem- 
ber. ‘Time of Your Life’ opened 
last night (21) to big advance sale. 


EQUITY’'S ‘RED’ 
ISSUE DORMANT 











Shows in Rehearsal 


‘The Corn Is Green’—Herman 
Shumlin. 


‘All in Fun’—weonard Sillman. 

‘Crazy With the Heat’—Kurt 
Kaszner, 

‘Beverly Hills’ —Lawrence 
Schwab and Otto Preminger. 





‘White Haired Boy’—George 
Abbott. 
‘Conquest in April’ — Louise 


Carpenter, Adelaide Finch. 


‘Elmer the Great’ 
Aldrich and Myers. 


'HATTIE, $25,500 
STAYS 3D WK 
INBOSTON 


(revival)— 








Boston, Oct. 22. 

‘Panama Hattie’ again topped the 
town by a mile, selling out con- 
sistently and making the tryout stay 
‘here so profitable that the planned 
two stanzas were stretched to three. 
| ‘Life with Father’ continued to draw 
hefty trade at the uptown Civic 
| Repertory. ‘New Pins and Needles’ 
did fair biz, and ‘Lady in Waiting’ 
and ‘Return Engagement’ were so-so 





Rumpus in Equity ever the allega- ast week. 


tions that half a dozen members of 


Dy ge ie a. > | the councillors are Reds or Commu- 
mov . Y. for ristmas Day | 


status quo. There have been no re- 


tion. Copies of the proposed amend- 


ment which would bar Reds, Nazis | 
|company, stopping in Boston for an 
|indefinite visit en route to Florida 
| for their winter season. 


and Fascists from holding office in 
Equity, or to be employed by the 
association, were sent Rep. William 
P. Lambertson, who made _ the 
charges, and Martin Dies, whose 


| committee was asked to investigate. 


Neither has seen fit to acknowledge 
receipt of the communications to 


: Equity, 


In the meanwhile there in no rush 


to draft the form of the amendment. 


It has not been decided whether such 
regulation be annexed to the consti- 
tution, or be made an amendment to 
the bylaws. If the latter course is 
decided on, the council could vote it 
in without consulting the member- 
ship. 


constitution, the amendment would 


have to await the annual meeting | 


,;next summer for adoption or rejec- 
; tion, 


House scaled to $2.80. 


|draw attendance, 


‘2d Helping,’ $7,800. 


Philadelphia, Oct. 22. 
Mixed notices by the crix and lack 
of Marquee names held the b.o. of 
second Helping’ down to. so-so 
$7,800 for an eight-day run at the 
Forrest last week. It was the only 


house lit, as it has been for the past 
fortnight. 





Ballet Review 


Continued from page 50_ 











raphy has sexy overtones that should 
particularly the 
adagio in the latter portion. The 
Lurcat costumes 
bulky figures of the dancers. 


‘Nutcracker,’ in two acts, with 


| score and title of Tchaikowsky suite, 


Last night (Mon.) the Locust un- | 


shuttered with Brock Pemberton’s 

Lady in Waiting’ skedded for a two- 
week run. ‘Night of Love,’ produced 
by the Shuberts, unveils at the For- 
rest Nov. 18. 

The University of Pennsylvania’s 
Mask and Wig Club’s 53rd annual 
Production, ‘Higher Than a Kite.’ 
will preem in Trenton, Nov. 22. with 
a showing at Atlantic City the fol- 
lowing night. It will be presented 
at the Erlanger here Thanksgiving 
Week prior to going on tour. 


Cincy Legit Now ’n’ Then; 
Bankhead Brisk $7,500 
Cincinnati, Oct. 22. 


wacitt nibbling on two road shows 
which came in for three-day engage- 


ments, | it ¢ cal > 7 
ocal legit tans must wait al 'of the opening performance, appears 


'a likely bet to draw hefty grosses , 
on the road. Disregarding the ques- | 


most a month for the season to 
resume. 

Tallulah Bankhead in ‘Little Foxes’ 
eeu approximately brisk $7.500 
ast week 
$2.75 top. 
ances b 
lark’ 


in the 1,336-seat Cox at 
It followed four perform- 
y Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Sky- 
at the 2.510-seat Taft at the 


Same scale, which fetched around 
$6.500. ‘Fe Naas - 
$15,000. oxes’ in split week got 


ett show in will be Katharine 
Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia Story’ at 

e Taft, Nov. 14-16, for the first of a 
Series of six shows under the Ameri- 
can Theatre Society’s subscription 
plan, which has 2,000 patrons en- 
rolled here at present, 


Our performances the first half of | 


| 


| 
| 


| 
' 


choreoraphy by Petipa, scenery and 
costumes by Alexander Benois, is 
notable principally as a vehicle for 
Alicia Markova, whom it reveals as 
extraordinary graceful and techni- 
cally proficient. Choreography is 
rather formal 
cocco Russian. 

‘The New Yorker,’ the outstanding 
novelty of the current engagement, 
has a libretto by Rea Irvin, based on 
the cartoon illustrations in the New 
Yorker mag. Massine did the chor- 
eography to a score orchestrated by 
David Raksin from George Gersh- 
win. Scenery and costumes designed 


by Carl Kent, from Rea _ Irvin's 
drawings, are briefly amusing, but 
the Massine choreography fails to 
do justice to the theme or to the 


Gershwin music. What business the 
ballet does will be on the novelty 
of the idea and the strength of the 
Gershwin name. 

Premiere night’s audience was con- 
siderably more than capacity, with 
an even greater than usual repre- 
sentation of white ties and theatrical 
names. Presentation is almost cer- 
tain to be a solid sellout during the 
entire three weeks and, on the basis 


tion of dancing, this Monte Carlo 
outfit is undoubtedly the surest box- 
office bailet of any seen in New 
York in recent seasons. Whether the 
‘Original’ Ballet Russe can equal it 
remains to be seen. Hobe. 





Coast Civic’s ‘Desire’ 
Los Angeles, Oct. 22. 
Nathaniel Tanchuck was named 
production head of the newly organ- 
ized Los Angeles Civic Theatre. 
Casting is under way for the first 


production, ‘Desire Under the Elms.’ | 


If it is to be made part of the | 


emphasize the | 


and the settings ro- | 


| Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans 


;opened at the Colonial last night 


: “~ | (Monday) in ‘Twelfth Night’ with a 
guening. dee Vivyan’s bansun ex- nist sympathizers appears to be in| sweet advance sale. 


ploitation helped wicket to $12,000. 


‘cent responses from Washington to 
| Equity’s demands for an investiga- 


‘A Man from 


| the Band’ by Martha Pettinger opens 


|tonight (Tuesday) at the Peabody 


| Playhouse with The Theatre of the 


Fifteen producing. This play was 
tried out in Osterville, Mass., last 
summer by the same producers and 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Panama Hattie,’ Shubert (2nd 
week) (1,590: $3.30). Terrific coin- 


| getter remains a third frame to ca- 
| pacity houses. 


Sock musical is still 
being improved. Solid standee biz up 
to $26,500 last week. 


Bway Still Climbing; ‘Ice Goes 
To $36,000; ‘Boys-Girls’ Reaches 
296, ‘Hats’ Ditto, ‘Night 176, Up 





Hayes-Evans Smash | 


$12,500 in New Haven 


New Haven, Oct. 22. 

Town took to the Helen Hayes- 
Maurice Evans. presentation of 
‘Twelfth Night’ with a response that 
had standing room sold out long 
before curtain time. Scale was cut 
from last Hayes appearance here in 
‘Victoria’, but gross still reached | 
record proportions with an _ ap- 
proximate $12,500 on four perform- 
ances. 

Preem of Shubert musical, ‘Night 
of Love’, is due this week for a last 
half (24-26). Also booked is Joe E. 
Brown in ‘Elmer the Great’, which 
comes in Oct. 31-Nov. 2. 





| hurst 
| Gross crept close to the $29,000 level; 


Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 
(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 
‘Boys and Girls Together,’ Broad- 
(3d week) (R-1,412; $4.40). 


that is capacity plus; around 200 
standees during week at $2.20 each. 

‘Cabin in the Sky,’ Martin Beck 
(M-1,214; $3.30). Presented by Al 


| Lewis and Vinton Freedley; book by 


Lynn Root; score by Vernon Duke 


'and John Treville Latouche; debut 


put back to Friday (25) at $5.50 top. 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ Royale 
(46th week) (M-1,047; $4.40). Moved 
here from 46th Street Monday; busi- 
ness held up strongly with takings 
around $20,000 again; new spot has 
smaller capacity. 

‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
Lyceum (C-1,004; $3.30). Opened 
Friday (18); drew mostly favorable 


| press; first matinee good and second 


SHUBERT OPERA 
N.G. $7,900, DET. 


Detroit, Oct. 22. 

First week of the new Shubert 
operettas here was not so good. To 
balance up the type of production, 
‘Too Many Girls,’ originally sched- 
uled as third on the list, will follow 
‘Unfaithfully Yours,’ the initial show, 
which goes another week. ‘Cocktails, 
5 to 7,’ earlier slated as the second 
offering, drops back to third place to 
insert a light, modern show between | 
the operettas. 

Cass wound up its sixth week of 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ and will | 
be dark until Oct. 28, when Katha- 





| 


|delphia Story.’ 


rine Hepburn comes in with ‘Phila- 
Wee & Leventhal 
open up Lafayette on Oct. 30 with | 
‘See My Lawyer,’ headed by Block 


‘Life with Father,’ Repertory (3rd|and Sully, for a two to four-week 
week) (965; $2.75). Still cleaning up | run. 


in this off-location stand and no indi- 
cation of when the run will end. 
Third week tallied nearly $15,000. 
‘New Pins and Needles,’ Plymouth 
(Ist week) (1,480; $2.75). A lot of the 
carriage trade can’t take it, but there 
was enough interest in this rugged 
revue to attract $10,500 for the 
| initial week. One more stanza here. 
‘Lady in Waiting,’ Wilbur (2nd 
|}week) (1,227; $2.75). Got good 
|baleony patronage during the two 
| weeks here, but the orchestra was 
|; occasionally sparsely settled. Final 
| week $7,000. 
‘Return Engagement,’ Copley (1st 
| week) (1,038; $1.65). Mady Christians 
jand Bert Lytell helped the draw on 
ithis tryout, which garnered around 
| $4,000, One more week. 


| Cedoceaameninnatie 


Engagements 


| 
| 

Charles Trexler, ‘Morality Clause.’ 
Carmen D’Antonio, ‘Panama Hat- 
tie.’ 








| 


} 


| Capitan 


|} run. 


| Beatrice and Capella, “nis of 
Thee’ 
Sanford Meisner, ‘The White- | 


| Haired Boy’. 
Rosita Moreno, ‘All In Fun’ (‘New 


Faces of 1940°). 

Peggy Wood, Jane Cowl, Nancy 
Wiman, ‘Old Acquaintance.’ 

George Griffin, Harvey Harding, 
Arthur de Voss, ‘Hi-Ya Gentlemen.’ 

Suzanna Jackson, Peggy O’Don- 
nell, John Call, Alexander Clark, 
‘Elmer the Great.’ 

Puuk Paaris, Pert Kelton, Nancy 
Nolan, Jerry Lester, Betsy Beaton, 
Benn Lessy, Bonnie Edwards, ‘All 
in Fun.’ 

Henry Hull, Mili Monti, Ernest 
Cossart, Lloyd Gough, Gee Gee 
James, George Macready, Ralph 
Theodore. Norman Stuart, Douglas 


Parkhurst, William Nichols, Tommy 
Lewis, Carol Wanderman, Shelley 
Winter, Jane Donner, Robert White- 
head, Adele Harrison, Brandt Gor- 
man, Richard Dwenger, Shelley 
Hull, ‘Conquest in April.’ 

Keenan Wynn, Betty Garde, Philip 
Loeb, Joan Tetzel, Curt Conway, 
Florenz Ames, Frances*Reid, Will 
Lee, James Lane, Edith Van Cleve, 
Wyrley Birch, Helen Zelinskaya, Lou 
Polan, Ruth T. McDevitt, Marshall 
Bradford, laming Ward, William 
| Mendrek, Danie! Ocko, Richard Od- 
lin, Gregory Robins, 
gan, Paul Mann, Elaine Ellis, Judith 
Abbott, Sonya Stokowski, Brammer 


Smith. Robert Griffith, 
Keane. ‘The 


complete cast). 


| sibilities, but 


is Shubert’s new 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Unfaithfully Yours,’ Wilson, (ist 
week) (1,900; $2.20). Opening up a 
long-dark house, business was n. g. 
at around $7,500. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’. Cass, 
(6th week) (1,400; $2.75). Wound up 
with an approximate $9,000, making 
the total gross on the run nearly 


| $70,000. 





‘QUIET’ MILD 66 IN LA.; 
‘CHARLOT’S’ $100,000 


' 
Los Angeles, Oct. 22. 
Biltmore relighted last week with 
rental engagement of Jesse L. 
Lasky’s ‘Quiet, Please,” which he is 
grooming for Broadway. Notices 
were all favorable, despite which 
take on first five days was not en- 
couraging at $6,000. Piece is in for 
three weeks, after which it goes east 
British War Relief association 
wound up five weeks of benefits at El | 
with ‘Charlot’s. Revue,’ 
garnering close to $100,000 on the | 
House went commercial again 
(21) with ‘Folies Bergere,’ after long 
run at the Frisco fair. 


‘Susanna’ Gets $14,000 
And Crix Lacing in Wash. 


Washington, Oct. 22. 

Suzanna and the Elders,’ first try- 
out of the season, competed with 
unanimously harsh notices for ap- 
proximately $14,000 last week at Na- 
tional, Figure wa local 
A.T.S. subscribers how being first 
of thrice-postponed subscription sea- 
son. Critics all agreed show had pos- 
agreed just as com- 
pletely that they hadn’t been realized 


held up by 


Current is ‘Ladies in Retirement’ 
with Flora Robson. Ruth Chatterton 
is due next Monday (28) in ‘Pyg- 
malion.’ Only other definite booking 


musical, ‘Night of 


Love,’ skedded for Nov. 11. 
‘Phila. Story’ Gives Can. 
Red Cross Big $10,000 


Toronto, Oct. 22. 


Week’s sellout at $3 top saw 


| Katharine Hepburn in ‘Philadelphia | 


Story’ chalking up a terrific gross of | 


|approximately $22,700 at the Royal 


Robert Mulli- | 


Alexandra, 1,461-seater. 
Miss Hepburn turned over her 
salary and her share of the profits 


|to the Canadian Red Cross; Tneatre 
Binder, Ralph Morehouse, J. Ascher | Guild donated its profit; Philip Barry 


G Theresa ‘his author’s royalty and share of the 
White-Haired Boy,’| profits; Robert B. Sinclair his direc- 
'tor’s fee. Cheque topped $16,160. 


| climbing, 


, Saturday 


night capacity claimed. 

‘Hellzapoppin’, Winter Garden 
(108th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). In- 
coming musicals unlikely to affect 
great draw of laugh revue, which 
clicks along with grosses around 
$31,000. 


‘Held On to Your Hats,’ Shubert 
(6th week) (M-1,405; $4.40). First 
socko musical comedy this season 
riding high and figured a cinch for 
long run; takings have climbed to 
over $29,000. 

‘It Happens on Iee,’ Center (2d 
week ) (R-3,087; $2.75). First full week 
quoted at better than $36,500, while 
capacity is considerably higher, rink 
revue said to have turned fine oper- 
ating profit. 


‘Johnny’ Belinda,’ Belasco (5th 
week) (D-1,000; $3.30). Has been 
with last week’s takings 
credited over $6,000; needs somewhat 
more to break even. 

‘Journey to Jerusalem,’ 
Taken 


National. 
off Saturday after playing 


| two weeks plus one night; takings did 


not rise over t*e first week’s pace of 
around $4,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (50th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Clean-up 
laugh show virtually as strong as 
last season; just a matter of the 
number of standees; quoted at 
$18,800. 

‘Louisana Purchase,’ Imperial (21st 
week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Looks safe- 
ly perched on top of list for some 
time to come; goes to standees nearly 
every performance, with the gross 
over $34,000. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 


| Box (53d week) (C-1,102; $3.30). An- 


other of last season’s comedy 
smashes that is getting big coin; 
went up $1,000 last week and regis- 
tered nearly $17,000. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (30th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Still figured 
to stick through fall period; is 
rated one of the best laugh-getters 
on list; over $11,000. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 
(2ist week) (D-1,434; $3.30). With 
final. weeks announced, attendance 
spurted materially; grossed $18,000 
and should do better currently and 


| next (final) week. 


‘Tis of Thee,’ Elliot (R-931; $3.30), 
Presented by Lee Shubert; is inti- 
mate revue done in summer hide- 
away by members of Labor stage; 
opens Thursday (24). 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (285th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). One of the 
shows that claimed capacity Satur- 
day night when Broadway was 
iammed: may stay through fall; 
$5,000. 

REVIVALS 


‘Blind Alley,’ Windsor (ist week) 
(CD-873: $2.20). Drew fairly good 
press; takings in first seven perform- 
ances rated around $6,000 and may 
make prade, 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (1st week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Old timer accorded 
some excellent notices: in first four 
performances (opened Thursday (17), 
around $5,000; considered okay. 

‘Kind Lady,’ Playhouse (7th week) 
(CD-865; $3.30). Tops the revivals 
so far and is aimed through fall; last 
week the takings again bettered 
$10,000. 





‘Sim Sala Bim,’ Morosco. Stopped 
after six weeks: magic 
show may return to Broadway dur- 
ing December. 

Gilbert and Sullivan Repertory, 
44th St. Taken off Saturday after 
three losing weeks. 


‘8:30’ OK 6G In Mont’l 


Montreal, Oct. 22. 

Noel Coward’s ‘Tonight at 8:30’, 
featuring Bramwell Fletcher, at 
$1.50 top, grossed estimated $6,000 
last week at His Majesty’s, making 
the bést week of the legit season 
here since opening three weeks ago. 

Was helped some by Thanksgiv- 
ing Day holiday (14) and by advent 
of colder weather in contrast to 





‘summer heat of past weeks. 


& | 
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° | ‘4 Night of Love’—Shubert, New 
For More Comed : Hea stairs Haven (24-26). — : Although some notices were on the lukewarm side, the reviva} of ‘Char 
? ‘Folies Bergere’—E| capitan, Holly- |)... Aunt,’ which dates back 48 years and which opened Thursday (17) 
ion — 6° (Pore Rob ‘at the Cort, N. Y., is rated having favorable run chances. Old farce was 
? ‘Ladies in Retiremen wee ”" | wele uring the summer in country stoc hic ; 
S ! being effected Ss li B ttl son National, Washington. baie Se ruitle mak anbete Skinner, an ae oy Clmerge ‘oy ee 
— changes are = ay : A er i a e hyponed ghee rer (Gladys George Broadway, bookings being easy to obtain because of the paucity of te 
in ‘It Happens on Ice,’ the rink Canttanss teem enn i ocust, Philade phia. A ay straight plays. Flock of other people, however, are interested in re 
y ‘ity : | ‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)—, ° , ee unt, 
revue at the Center, Radio City, including Martin Gable and Mrs. Carly Wharton, who usually repres 
which, while drawing considerably traced to the fact that, following the | Blackstone, Chicago, 1 present 


under capacity, is registering grosses 


death of the original owner, control 
of Herrick’s, Inc. passed to Shubert 


| ‘Life. with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
|—Civie Repertory, Boston. 


Jock Whitney in stage investments, which include ‘Life With Father,’ the 
biggest winner last season. Dwight Deere Wiman, whose daughter Kath- 


; ; ne gee “i tagh A af — 2 rine, is in the cast, has a piece. So has Howard Cullm: i 
that indicate it will be a stayer. | j,terests which are interlocked with | ‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) ce a ont, an obs Rg 8 hens Senge ag Nema Peary mgr attorney, 
i i még “ ri ; uis ' AY ’ » has : ather 
Takings last week were estimated | those which already own and control |—American, St. Louis. - e . gs : 2 . ‘ , PBR 
over $34,000 said to provide an ex- | every legitimate theatrical house in ‘Male Animal’ (Elliott Nugent)— Cullman told friends that he wanted to be in on ‘Aunt’ because he once 
oof, » Oe A- . 








ie i of the wyn, Chicago. acted in the play as a member of the Yale drama class. He also re. 
cellent operating profit. Highest reg ene eT ant ae Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif-| marked that if the show didn’t click it could hardly cost him more than 
possible gro is sround 955,000. Theatre, while independently owned, |}ton Webb)—Michigan, Ann Arbor | one week of his profit from ‘Father.’ During the late fall, ‘Aunt’ has been 
though reported somewhat higher. is hanked through the Shuberts’| (21); Palace, Flint (22); Temple, | @ perennial in London, but last season it failed to show for the first time 

Principal performance addition is| United Booking Office. It is there-|Saginaw, Mich. (23); Gladmer,| in many years because of the war. 

a first part appearance of the ‘Four | fore in a special category and is not | Lansing, Mich. (24); Keith's, Grand ; ; : 
Bruises,’ whose charwoman number | ynder consideration.) Rapids (25-26). | The Gilbert and Sullivan venture which Stopped at the 44th Street, 
late in the program has been vir- 


tually stopping the show. 
skaters will continue in that inter- 
lude and in addition will interpolate 
a burlesque ballet in the earlier 
section. Bruises hail from England 
and were hockey players, they being 
Sid Spalding, Geoffe Stevens, Montey 
Scott and Buster Grace. They first 
appeared at Madison Square Gar- 
den last season in a rink revue most- 
ly peopled by imported skaters. An- 


other Joe Cook comedy number is | 


Comedy | 


| ‘It has been a customary practice, 
| during the past year and a half, for 
| Shubert theatres to allow Herrick’s 
to take, on consignment, virtually all 
the first-rate seats to plays operating 
in these theatres, with the privilege 


of returning any seats they fail to | 


sell. If the play is a failure, the 
public may get approximately any 
locations desired; but in the case of 


to go to Herrick’s or some other 


a hit, patrons are virtually forced | 


has _ 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tay- 
jlor Holmes )—Lyric, 
} (21); Karlton, 


Allentown, Pa. 
Williamsport, Pa. 


| (22); Rajah, Reading, Pa. (23); Shea, | 
Virginia, | 


|Jamestown, N. Y. (24); 
‘Wheeling, W. Va (25-26)¢+ 
‘Meet the People’—Grand Opera 
‘House, Chicago. 
| ‘Meet the People’ — Music Box, 
Hollywood. 
‘Panama Hattie’ (Ethel Merman, 
| James Dunn)—Shubert, Boston. 
‘Philadelphia 


N. Y., Saturday (19) after three red weeks had an unusual setup, both 
managerially and as to cast. G. & S. revivals were presented by James §. 
Daltry and Herman Levin, neither known in show business. Daltry con. 
ducts music courses at Weslyan College, while Levin is an attorney, who 
represented the backer, Clendepin Ryan, head of New York's Police Bene- 
ficial Assn, Levin is also said to be a $l-a-year-man on Mayor LaGuardia’s 
staff. 

Troupe entirely made up of young players was formed in 193’ by Daltry 
and appeared as a semi-professional outfit from time to time in eastern 
stands other than New York. Latier presentations drew a weak press and 
slim attendance after the debut. Grosses started around $8,000 for the first 
week and dropped to $5,000 last week. Understood the attraction needed 


: : ‘agency to which Herrick’s Stery’ (Katharine $10,000 to break even. Failure of the attraction is put upon the inexperi- 
also going into the show. It was! ¢. neu out some of its tickets, and, Hepburn)—Paramount, Toledo (21);! ence of the cast, for those well versed in G. & S. point out that successful 
originally billed, but the props were | to pay a premium price for their 'Hanna, Cleveland (22-26). presentation of the operettas requires seasoned performers. England's 
not ready. | seats. ‘Pins and Needles’ — Plymouth, | D'’Oyly Carte, leading exponent of G. & S., is not due on this side this 

‘Ice,’ while actively operated by | o,; ractice has worked hard- Boston. | season, principally because of transportation difficulties. 
Arthur Wirtz, who controls ice | snes woes the public and also upon}, ‘Pygmalion’ (Ruth Chatterton)— | 


arenas in Chicago and the midwest, 
is principally staffed by the Center 
(Rockefeller) management. That 
-explains why Glen Allvine is press 


| producers who have booked into 
| Shubert houses. ‘No Time for Com- 
|edy,’ presented in Boston about a 


“ , : 
| year ago, is a case in point. On the 


McCarter, Princeton (25); Playhouse, 
Wilmington, Del. (26). 
‘Quiet, Please’ (Jane Wyatt, Don- 


|}ald Woods)—Biltmore, Los Angeles.” 





| Charles K. Freeman doesn’t think he received a fair shake from Equity’s 


council when he sought to use lecal non-pros in a proposed Chicago stock 
company, cast of which would have the basic six permanent Equityites. 
He figured that because locals were allowed in rural summer theatres, 


agent, he being on the house end 43, of a matinee of ‘No Time for| ‘Richelieu’ (Walter Hampden)—| same privilege should apply to Chicago. 
rather than the Wirtz staff. Dick |G jmedy, would-be ticket buyers | Maplewood, N. J. Equity rules stipulate that local amateurs or semi-professionals shall not 
Maney was retained to publicize the | ere turned away with a statement ‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 


premiere only. 


There are 500 unreserved seats at 
75 cents which go on sale when the 
doors open, about one hour before 
curtain, and are generally all sold, 
with moderate-priced tickets also 
getting the call. Lower floor ($2.75), 


' that there were no seats at the box- 
office. But shortly before curtain 
time a large block of seats was re- 
turned unsold by Herrick’s—so late 
that it was impossible to dispose of 
them all by curtain time. As a re- 
sult, the curtain rose with 


many | 


Auditorium, Memphis (21-22); Audi- 
torium, Little Rock (23); Shrine, 
|Oklahoma City (24); Convention 
Hall, Tulsa (25); Worth, Ft. Worth 
(26). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 
ing)—Nixon, Pittsburgh. 





be engaged in any spot where Equity has an office or representative. Nor 
may they be used if the stand is not more than 35 miles distance from the 
city. Maplewood, N. J., and Brighton Beach are required to use full 
Equity casts. ~ 

Freeman figures he was given a brushoff by the councillors, who asked 
many questions. It appears that the Equity people sought to get his views 
on what pay would go to the locals, or whether he had in mind the forma- 
tion of a drama school, using students for no-pay, which is not infrequent 











especially on midweek nights, has | empty seats, while dozens of persons | ‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)—| in the sticks during summer. 
been about 50% occupied. anxious to buy those seats had been FOX, Marinette, Wis. (21); Capitol, | - 

‘Ice’ is operating as a legiter, play- | sent away disappointed. Besides, it Sonemcayg a ie 7 Green Bay, | Equity will not accept collect telegrams whether from deputies in road 
ing eight performances weekly, but | had cost the producer $200. Both ; oa wie’ re £33); Royal, Ash- | companies or individual players. Rule has been in force for some time, 
the performers are in the American | Miss Cornell and the Playwright's’ _ fies is, (24); Lyceum, Duluth, | put was emphasized when there was a switch in management of ‘Ladies in 
Guild of Variety Artists. Because | Co. made strenuous objections to the | § ine ia . | Retirement’ from Gilbert Miller to the Theatre Guild shortly after the 
of that no extra pay accompanies | Messrs. Shubert and Herrick’s was | es, My Darling Daughter’—Be- | 


the Sunday night performance, al- 
though it had been reported that 
two-eighths applied as with shows 
under Equity classification. Reputed 


demands of AGVA for high mini- | 


mum Salaries are stated to have 
been erroneous. 




















required to set an earlier time for 


| returning its unsold tickets, though 


| + 
} 


the essential evil of this monoop- 
listic practice has not been remedied. 
mers Recognizing that ticket brok- 
|ers are a legitimate business and a 
|econvenience to many patrons who 











lasco, Los Angeles. 


| Yiddish Play 


ESTERKE 











| 
scenes) by | 


| play was sent to the Coast and was to have been closed. Queried on cer- 
tain points, Equity sent a lengthy day letter wire to Florence Edney, show's 
deputy, and she protested the charge of $6.05, saying the message could 
have been sent at night rates. Equity conceded that was reasonable and 
| remitted the difference to Miss Edney. 

Deputies are not expected to stand the cost of communications. Such 
costs are to be pro-rated among the cast, or among individual players if 
only they are concerned. ‘Ladies’ is playing Guild subscription stands. 


‘George Washington Slept Here’ |cean afford their services, Serlin is : annie 
opened at the Lyceum Friday (18) | allowing brokers to buy, for cash, ,Drama in two acts (nine Royale, N. Y., reverted to legit Monday (21) when ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ 
with most notices favorable, but | 0m an exactly equal basis with the | pry hear ogg ee ae ein a | moved there from the 46th Street, which gets ‘Panama Hattie’ next week. 
with some dissenting opinions. Sec- | general public, small and strictly Schwartz; staged by Schwartz; music, | Decided to make the switch 10 days in advance of the new musical be- 
ond night was claimed to be a sell- | limited quantities of seats, with no ort el ag rs Rey emerges riya Schick; | cause of mechanical requirements for ‘Hattie.’ Stage at the 46th Street 
out. ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ slated to | privilege of returning unsold tickets. | Noy. ’Spening Oct. 17, 40: $3.30 top.’ | Must be cut so that treadmills used in the new musical’s performance can 
start this week, was set back until! ‘All accredited ticket brokers in | Pashko.................04. ....Leon Gold | b@ installed. ‘Hattie’ will open Wednesday (30), but a socialite preview 
Friday (25). Next week will see | Boston have cheerfully complied ape BO. serene eaeeceeenses Gorse ae | for a charity fund will be held the night previous, 
premieres of ‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th | with this arrangement, with the ex- | Magda... (ina Hollander | Known as ‘Playhouse Number One,’ Royale was used by CBS for broad- 
Street, ‘Suzanna and the Elders,’ Mo- | ception of Herrick’s. Serlin intends First Peasant teeeeeereees Solomon Girause | casting for about two years. House went back to its original name as built 
rosco, and possibly ‘Return Engage- | to continue with his policy, which, | Esterke. 0 Miriam Riselle | by the Chanins. For some time it was called the John Golden, that label 
ment,’ house to be named. | with this single exception, is proving Leck...- Scregeeshoeseass Ma arice Schwarts —t transferred to the Masque, next door, when the radio outfit leased 
|highly popular. At last, the public | Gapriei..- ee ee Lerner | ae house. 
pn is getting a break in a _ Boston | Jester... .-++-Markc Schweid —n 
| theatre. Biadesiior Ban boussivi Seka wee Production of ‘Twelfth Night,’ starring Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans, 
| Spitek....... ves aseeeeeees Mor ris ‘Kroner is listed as being presented by the Theatre Guild and Gilbert Miller. It 
ae... PY Ba Ben Weitelbaum | is said, however, that Miller's position in the setup is largely nominal, 
° eR ee Misha German | Primarily through his connection with Miss Hayes. Production super- 
Legit Cues Queen Ade Ce -.Luba Kadison | vision is entirely in the hands of the Guild, with Theresa Helburn and 
| +P teapigeatanaddidaey dian Mekecoteke Lawrence Langner at the helm. Originally Cedric Hardwicke was con- 
| . | ae wane tee + Ea vares | sidered for the Malvolio role, but the idea was abandoned in favor of 
| Walter Wagner directing the De- | King’s Nurse...-.+.... SS ee Bee Evans. Another cast change was Robert Speaight, who was replaced by 
|troit company of ‘See My Lawyer’ | Village Priest......... Anatol Winogradoft | Wesley Addy as Orsino. 
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1776 B’way, New York 


for Wee & Leventhal. 





| 


|'other child in a couple. of wecks. 





E. J. Kahn, Jr., of the New 
| Yorker; and Bruce Bliven, Jr., of 
the New York Post, are collaborat- 
ing on a comedy. 





John Paxton, who was legit re- 
viewer for the former Stage maga- 








as soon as Mrs. Ferrer (Uta Hagen) 
leaves the hospital. 
daughter last week. 











The Richard Whorfs expect an-| 


a. he > eee 
Second Guard.......... 
Old Peasant 


--Louis Weissberg 
oo+.+++Meyer Scher 
wevrrer Tr ere Pauline Hoffman 
Second Rabbi...... -Isider Hollander 


Govareck... w+eeeee++sMordecat Yachson 
SDs 60 ns SeON buenas 


After some years at the Yiddish 
Art theatre uptown (formerly the 
Jolson), Maurice Schwartz has 
turned to Second avenue, the scene 
of his most memorable 
The actor-manager-director, and 
sometime dramatist, has made his 
|return- to the Yiddish Broadway a 
notable occasion, too, with his pres- 
|}entation of ‘Esterke,’ Aaron Zeitlin’s 





..-Morris Bilawsky | 


re- | 


triumphs. | 


‘Night’ is now in Boston for two weeks following its preem in New 
Haven. It follows with a fortnight in Philly and is due in N.Y. at the 
St. James Nov. 18. 


* 
Vass 





Among the Broadway playwrights who registered for the draft is Mos3 
| Hart, who went before the examining clerk expecting to be cross-examined 
and loaded with a long list of answers. To his relief he was registered 
within two minutes. 

George S. Kaufman, with whom he collaborates, is considerably ovet 
the 35-year age limit. 

Maurice Schwartz has maintained the standard of exceeding all Yiddish 
legit troupes on production costs with his latest presentation, ‘Esterke,’ 
which opened at the Public theatre in downtown New York last week. 


can th — saeae ee maliticsl a “gry and Costs were $15,000 before the opening curtain. The fact that he has his own 
as a play . Poland eues 0 th century | lighting system is also reported to have saved him in the neighborhood of 


Mordecai Gorelik, scene designer, | “Buterke, discounting | the usual So many Lambs have died recently that surviving veterans walking to 
is tl thor of ‘New Theat f | first-night difficulties, should afford | lub look t if sat i 
is the author o Ww atres for |tne Yiddish Art Theatre with its club look up to see i the flag is at half mast before entering. 
America’s Distinctive Entertainer pon ha mee | eae French will | pest boxoffice play since ‘Yoshe | During one week, Berton Churchill, James Spottswood and a lay mem- 
publis ov. 15. 


Kolb,’ its memorable success of some | ber passed away. 


| consequential in 


folded, and which 
staged with his usual deftness. 


\ the light of the/|her alternately child-like and tragic | 
They had a| absorbing drama that Zeitlin has un-| playing of the title part. Around this 


Schwartz has! character 








- . seasons ago. Lines were forgotten | ee Se oa 
: : " 'on opening night, the performance | tured by Schwartz during the last) Esterke, h i y mi 

“ : ” h , erlo st | Es e, has a comparatively minor 

HELLZ-APPOPIN, JR. oe ee Meg Mo | was over-long and the lighting was| couple of seasons, has added con-| role but gives it oles that is alter- 
ry I Ss &, W e Z iv€ | frequently awry, but these were in-| siderable depth to her acting with 


|nately properly humorous and tragic. 
Muni Serebrov, a member of the 
'king’s court and his leading antago- 
the author has neatly | nist, has his juiciest part in some 








| Juliet Forbes goes to Metro in a | gi 
few weeks on a termer. | 


| woven the insurrectionist movement | seasons and makes the most of it. 
based on her Jewish heritage, which | Abraham Teitelbaum, the fanatical 
forms the subordinate plot. | priest; Luba Kadison, the queen for- 





| 
Zz | 


“MODEL GOWNS” 


This tragedy of a Jewish peasant 
irl loved by the 14th century Polish 
king, Kasimierz, and who is forced| Samuel Goldenburg plays the king 











‘Appearance Spells Success’ 


Achieve that certain air with authen- 
tic models from New York's topnotch 
manufacturers — Gowns, Coats, Hats 
sald way below market price at 
MISS GOODMAN'S, 474 ‘jth Ave. 
(36th St.), 2nd floor, LA, 4-4013 











| delphia, may play an engagement on 
| Broadway next fall. 


Hedgerow theatre, repertory com- 
pany of Moylan, Pa., near Phila- 





Claire Leonard 
has been appointed New York rep- 
resentative to arrange such a deal. 





to become his mistress, has a Biblical| with his usual sense of proportion. 
(the story of Esther) and also a | It’s a part that would appear to be 
present-day- (Magda Lupescu-King ; at least partially unsympathetic, but 
Carol) symbolism in the light of the | takes on a new aura in Goldenburg’s 
heroine’s influence over the king| performance of the unhappy king 
in his beneficience toward Jews of pursued by the 14th century equiva- 
the day. | lent of the fifth columnist. Schwartz. 

Miriam Riselle, who has been fea-|as the old caretaxer-protector of | 





saken by her husband; Lucy German, 
the grandmother; Mark Schweid, the 
king’s jester, all contribute neatly 
to the performance. 

_ Alexander Chertov’s settings are 
in lavish good taste, as are Arthur 
Schick's period costumes. Sholom 
Secunda’s score is consistent with 

the mood of the play. 
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VARIETY 


| St. Luke's hospital, N. Y., of tuber- 
culosis, from which he had suffered 
for more than two years. 


For many years an employe of the 
Skouras theatre chain in New York, 
he served as manager of the 77th 


‘ icit for 
the Mouse.’ Four years later she , Street theatre and publicity man 


Ad 02. Comky, 84 Sotived theotrical | plaged with Blcaner Robeon in feraci |‘, Atedemny of Bunie. Mere sooent- 
. Can , retire eatrical | play ¢ : ' 4 ae pubiiclt 0! : 
manager, port and former news-| Zangwill’s ‘Merely Mary Ann’ and YS ep y |petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. fed- 
paperman, died Oct. 15 at the Bruns- | also had a part with Ruth Chatterton : 4 a half | eral court Saturday (19), listing $34,- 
wick Home, Amityville, L. I. For/in the original production of ‘Come | Widow an two and a hall year 870 in assets and $124,455 in laibili- 
the past 10 years he had been a guest | Out of the Kitchen.’ Other plays in | old daughter survive. ties. Tne bankrupt started in busi- 
of the Percy Williams Home, East | which she had roles were a revival of | ness in January, 1934. In this instance, too, revenues were 
Islip, L.I., from wrich he was taken '‘Caste’ with Marie Tempest and Among liabilities are $1,283 to em- | derived from exhibitors and Rate ad. 
to the Brunswick, a nursing home, | ‘Disraeli’ with George Arliss. Miss | loyees and the Government, and missions. Acts include 


Wednesday, October 23, 1949 


—— 
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Literati 


Centaur Goes Broke 
Centaur Publications, Inc., publish- 
ers of 22 magazines, filed a voluntary 








the idea of the show, which gets | 
its revenue from exhibitors and the | 
admission charged at the gate. 

A Sportsmen's show, started at 
the Mpls. Auditorium, was so suc- 
— that its local promoters have 
tdken it to numerous other Cities, 








AUGUSTA HAMMERSTEIN | 


Augusta Hammerstein, 67, widow P 





when taken ill. 

Of Quaker descent, Canby was 
born in Ellicott City, Md., and served 
as a reporter on the Baltimore Amer- 
ican and Philadelphia Public Ledger 
before taking up acting. He was 
initiated into the theatre at the old 
Baltimore Academy of Music, where 


his work proved so promising that | 


he was advised to make the drama a 
career. In 1878 he made his pro- 
fessional debut with the Chestnut St. 
Theatre company, Philadelphia. 
After a brief period on the stage 


| St. John last appeared in ‘Aren't We of Harry Hammerstein, died Monday $3,745 to Funnies, Inc, whieh is the ' skaters, crack shots, 
| (21) at Ardsley, N. Y. Her husband, | only secured creditor holding 100,-' ete, 


|All’ at the Gaiety, N. Y., in 1923. 
She leaves a daughter, Marjorie, 
and a son, Stanley. 





WILLIAM MOORE 


Harvard football player and boxer, | 
known on the stage as Walter Moore, 
suicided Oct. 20 when he leaped | 
through the third-floor window of his 
estranged wife’s apartment in New 
York. He died instantly. 





Canby became business manager of 
the Walnut St. theatre, Philadelphia. | 
Later he was associated with William | 
T. Carleton’s Comic Opera Co. and} 
remained in this field as director of | 
several] comic opera hits produced by 
Ralph Aronson at the Casino theatre, 
New York. 

For 10 years Canby directed Fran- 
cis Wilson in such productions as 
‘The Merry Monarch,’ ‘The Oolah’ 
and ‘The Merry Corporal.’ He pro- 
duced ‘The Prince of Pilsen’ and 
‘Quo Vadis’ in London. Upon his re- 
turn to America, Canby managed 
Mrs. Patrick Campbell, Kyrle Bellew 
and Ellis Jeffreys in association with 
George C. Tyler. He also directed 
the American tour of Charles Froh- 
man’s ‘Circus Girl.’ Prior to his re- | 
tirement he managed Alla Nazimova | 
and was an associate of David Be- | 
lasco and John Golden. 

A life member of the Actors’ Fund 
and a member of the Lambs, Canby 
leaves no immediate survivors. Fu- 
neral services were held Friday (18) 
in New York under auspices of the 
Actors’ Fund. Burial was in Wood- 
lawn Cemetery, N. Y. 








BELA BLAU 


Bela Blau, 44, Broadway legit 
producer, died Monday afternoon 
(21) of a heart attack in the office 
of a physician, Dr. A. H. Coveler, 
whose office adjoins that of Blau in 
the Sardi building, New York. Blau 
had suffered a severe cardiac pain 
and rushed to the medico. He had 
not previously been subject to a | 
heart condition. 

Blau’s most prominent presenta | 
tion was ‘Having a Wonderful Time,’ | 
which he produced in association 
with Mare Connelly on Broadway 
several seasons ago. With Connelly, 
Blau had also presented ‘The Two | 
Bouquets’ on Broadway a couple of 
years ago. 

Born in Hungary, Blau was 
brought to New York in his youth 
after spending his early childhood in 
London. A certified public account- 
ant, at the age of 21 he lectured at 
City College of New York on ac- 
countancy. 

He had at one time been a mem- 
ber of the Theatre. Guild’s business 
staff. 

He launched his producing career 
in 1930, when a subscription idea 
enabled him to raise $105,000 with 
which he presented three plays on 
Broadway. 

Widow and daughter survive. 











JOSEPH LIGHTSTONE 

Joseph Lightstone, 50, Quebec and 
Ontario theatre man, died last week 
in Montreal. He managed the Or- 
pheum, first-run Montreal theatre, 
and headed Variety Amusements 
Corp., which operated that house 
and the second-run Mayfair, Mont- 
real. Death due to a heart attack. 

Retiring from the tobacco busi- 
ness in 1927, Lightstone joined Con- 
solidated Theatres as manager of a 


chain of filmeries in Sherbrooke. 
Shortly afterwards he was trans- 
ferred to Toronto, where he man- 


aged a stock company at the Vic- 
toria theatre. Returning to Montreal, 
he was appointed manager of the 
Princess, then resigned from Con- 
solidated in 1931 and went to the 
Orpheum to head Variety Amuse- 
ments, operating permanent stock 
companies from that house. In 1937 
he turned the Orpheum into a film 
house. 





MARGUERITE ST. JOHN 

Marguerite St. John, 79, retired 
actress who once appeared with 
Marie Tempest and George Arliss, 
died in New York Oct. 16 after a 
long illness. 

The widow of George Murray 
Wood, Miss St. John was born in 
London and made her New York 
debut 40 years ago in ‘The Lion and 


| services were held in New York Sun- | 


Moore, who appeared with Gladys 
George in last season's ‘Lady in Wait- 
ing,’ was attempting a reconciliation 
with his actress wife, Mary Rockwell, 
whom he wed a year and a half ago. 
She told police she had separated 
from her husband about 10 days ago 
and gave instructions that he was not 
to be admitted to the apartment. 
When an argument ensued he lunged 
past Miss Rockwell and crashed 
through the window. 

Miss Rockwell made her Broadway | 
debut in Ward Morehouse’s ‘Miss | 
Quis’ three years ago. 





MAURICE A. (MORT) SHEA 

Maurice A. (Mort) Shea, 60, presi- 
dent of the Shea circuit, which oper- 
ates 42 film theatres, chiefly in Ohio, 
New York and Pennsylvania, died 
Oct. 19, after a long illness, in the 
Presbyterian Medical Center, N. Y. 

Born in Williamsett, Mass., Shea | 
started in the amusement business | 
35 years ago as an agent. When | 
vaude was at its peak he represented 
such stars as Vernon and Irene Cas- | 
tle, Will Rogers and Elsie Janis. 

When pictures began to rival vaude 
Shea turned to exhibition and found- | 
ed the circuit known as Feiber & | 
Shea. His partner retired some 15 
years ago. 

He leaves his widow, Mrs. Marga- 
ret Shea; three sons and a daughter. 

Further details in film section. 








SIDNEY JACKSON 
Sidney Jackson, 17, actor and more 
recently a professional contact man | 
with the Green Bros. & Knight, pub- | 
lishing firm, died Oct. 17 in Brook- | 
lyn, N. Y., from injuries received 
when he was struck by an auto at 





are ' |terion theatre, represents a major | Slandered here. 
the Floyd Bennett airport, N. Y. Clothiers bought the |to weigh about 200 pounds, Fisher | for the N. Y. City News Assn., hon- 


He leaves his parents, both former 
performers; a sister, Marilyn, and 
three uncles, Mac, Bud and Johnny 
Green of the music firm. Funeral | 
day (20). 

Details in the music section. 





FRANK PERKINS 
Frank Perkins, 45, known to radio 


audiences as ‘The Cynic,’ died in his | 


Detroit hotel room Oct. 15. An 
autopsy was held to determine 
whether the commentator, heard 


over WJBK, Detroit, with sound ad- 
vice and grumblings, had taken his 
life with an overdose of sleeping 
pills or had died of a heart attack. 
Findings were inconclusive. 
Reported to have died penniless, a 


Oakman, secretary of Mayor Jeffries, 
to pay for his funeral expenses, 





CARRIE NOVARRE 





Mrs. Mary Wight, 
peared on the stage in the 19th cen- 


| tury as Carrie Novarre, died Oct. 15 
in Phoenix, Ariz. 

| Born in Osceola, Ark., she wed 
Edwin Wight, a Shakespearean 


actor, at the age of 26, and toured 
with the Laura Keene stock com- 
| pany, which appeared at Ford’s the- 
atre, Washington, the night Abraham 
| Lincoln was assassinated. Mrs. Wight 


| was not a member of the company | 


on that occasion. 


MARY WILCZEK 

Mary Wilczek, 70, of Pleasantville, 
N. J., former concert violinist, died 
suddenly Oct. 15 at the home of her 
sister, Mrs. Ruth Flaster, former 
Shakespearian actress. 

Mrs. Wilczek, born Mary Reuck in 
Pittsburgh, studied in Berlin and 
Cologne, where she met and mar- 
ried Franc Wilczek. For some years 
they traveled with their own com- 
pany and later Mrs. Wilczek became 
concertmeister for the Boston Fa- 
detts, a 60-piece orchestra of women, 





BEN OSTROW 
Ben Ostrow, 35, theatre manager 
and publicity man, died Oct. 16 at 





collection was sponsored by Charles | 


102, who ap- | 


architect for the Manhattan Opera 
House, N. Y., built by Oscar Ham- 
merstein, was not as active in show 
business as other sons of the im- 


II. 
She is survived by 
Hammerstein, an only son. 


Theodore 





HOWARD T. KALBFELL 
Howard T. Kalbfell, 40, joint owner | 
with his brother, Charles, of two St. 
Louis nabes, died last week in St. 
Louis. Charles Kalbfell, father of 


000 back copies of the bankrupt’s 
| magazines. Other creditors are 
|World Color Ptg. Co., of St. Louis, 
| $43,083 for printing; Kable Bros., of 


Waldemar Wysocki, 25, former presario, Arthur, Willie and Oscar, | Illinois, $15,377 on cover printing; 


|Koppel Photoengrav. Co., of Con- 
| necticut, $12,275 for engraving. 
Among the magazines published by 
Centaur are Amazing Adventure 
Funnies, Amazing Mystery Funnies, 
All Detective, The Arrow, Detective 
Eye, Masked Marvel, Keen Detec- 
tive Funnies, Movie Funnies, etc. 








the brothers, erected the Pauline in 
1916, and the sons acauired the Robin | 
in 1936. Widow and dau@hter sur- | 
vive. 

Death due to natural cause.. 





THOMAS J. WALTENBAUGH 


Thomas J. Waltenbaugh, secretary 
of the Grand Opera House, Canton, 
O., for 35 years, and for a time 
manager of Lyceum theatre, Meyers 
Lake, nearby summer resort, died 
Oct. 15 at an Akron, O., hospital 
after a long illness. 





FRANK H. KELLER 


Frank H. Keller, 64, veteran) 
North East, Pa., exhibitor and op-| 
erator of the Keller theatre there, | 


died suddenly at his home in that | 
town recently. | 

A nephew of Harry Keller, the 
magician, Keller also owned a house | 


in Westfield, N. J. 








Father, 72, of Sam Katzman, film | 
producer, died Oct. 16 in Holly-| 
wood. 


BOND PAID $5,600,000 
FOR N. Y. CASINO BLDG. 





One-Man Mag 

New one-man version of the New 
Yorker will go on sale throughout 
the country in December. Tagged 
Don Freeman's Newststand, a Jour- 
nal of One Man’s Manhattan, it’s 
an outgrowth of a mimeographed 
sheet with which Freeman, trumpet 
player, writer and cartoonist, has for 
a long time been entertaining his 
friends. 

One of the friends, Reeves Lew- 
enthal, Fifth avenue art dealer, has 
taken Freeman’s idea under his wing 
and will publish the new mag. 
Freeman is doing most of the writ- 
ing and drawing and all the editing. 
He will have guest writers and art- 
ists, however, who include, in the 
first issue, John Steinbeck and Wil- 
liam Saroyan, They're working for 
free. 

Subtitled ‘As Personal as Your 
Laundry Check,’ it will be a month- 
ly and printed in offset. First num- 
ber will have 100 pages. It will sell 
at $2.75 a year and carry no adver- 
tising. There will be no effort to 
make a profit. Lewenthal, who has 
sold art by mail order, will handle 
subscriptions in thc same manner 
he does his art, and from a test cam- 
paign anticipates 30,000 orders after 
the first issue. 





Bud Fisher Shells Out $3,000 








Bond Clothes, world’s largest re- 
tail clothing establishment which 
will shortly occupy the building 
erected at 45th and Broadway for 
the International Casino and Cri- 


realty deal. 
property at a reported price of $5,- 
600,000 and are spending $500,000 to 


New York supreme court jury 
|; recently nicked Bud Fisher, creator 
| of ‘Mutt and Jeff,’ for $3,000 on 
| charges by Lillian Ward, 44-year-old 
nurse and companion to the 56-year- 
old cartoonist, that he beat and 
Miss Ward is said 


| about 120. 
| Miss Ward asked damages of $60,- 


ski jumpers, 
axe wielders, 





Woman’s World Bankrupt 

Woman's World Publishing Co, 
publisher of the magazine Woman's 
World, has filed a voluntary petition 
of bankruptcy in the N.Y. federal 
court, listing assets of $423,843 anq 
| liabilities of $614,730. The bankrupt 
has been in business since Septem- 
ber, 1932. 

Among liabilities are $716 in sal- 
aries, $1,177 to the government for 
taxes and social security, $84,439 to 
secured creditors and $496,625 to 
over 1,500,000 subscribers. There are 
approximately 500 creditors. Larg- 
est of the assets is $396,000 for good 
will. Others include accounts re- 
ceivable, claims and cash. 








LITERATI OBITS 

Hiram Wier, 8%, retired editor of 
the Halifax (Can.) Mail and v.p. of 
the Halifax Herald Corp., died sud- 
denly last week in Halifax after a 
heart attack. 

Daniel G. Fogarty, president of 
Augusta (Ga.) Daily Herald Publish- 
ing Co., died Oct. 15 in Atlanta after 
long illness. Also was lawyer and 
referee in bankruptcy. 





CHATTER 

A. J. Cronin at work on a new 
novel at York Harbor, Me. 

Harry Stevens in Hollywood 
lamping the studios for Life and 
Time. 

Ruby Black, of Thornton, Texas, 





| has authored a book on Eleanor 
| Roosevelt. Book off the presses re- 
| cently. 


| Pierre Van Paassen has switched 
from Hillman-Cur] publishing outfit 
to Dial Press. His best seller, ‘Days 
of Our Years,” goes over with him. 

Cynthia White and Bob Garland 
commissioned by Cosmopolitan to 
write a series on Greenwich Village. 
First probably starts in the Feb, 
issue. 

Betty Judell will do special rep 
work for Architectural Forum on 
| the Coast, although retiring from 
| the regular N, Y. staff since marry- 
|} ing Jerry Horwin, playwright. 

Jimmy Powers, political reporter 





ored at banquet Friday (18) in As- 
|bury Park by group of newsmen, 


remodel the spot, particularly the | 000, claiming two broken bones in| editors and political leaders celebrat- 


second floor, 
Site was formerly occupied by the 


New York, old Criterion and a roof | 


theatre. At one time, Paramount, 


| which owned the property, was of- 
| fered $10,000,000 for the block front, 


but it was rejected by Adolph Zukor, 


then Par’s head. Company had other | 


| plans. 


Brownstone fronts on 44th 
and 45th streets were acquired, it 
| being proposed to build the world’s 
largest theatre, but the plot even- 
tually went to the bank. 


| Bond outfit will have a certain 
| amount of rent from the occupied 
| stores on the block and the new Cri- 
terion theatre. Other revenue in- 
|cludes the rent for the Spearmint 
| sign, which occupies the entire roof 
front, totalling $125,000 annually. 


Present Bond shop at 46th street | 


has Harry C. Monroe in charge. He 
will be elevated when the new plant 
| is opened. 





| MARRIAGES 


Olive Hagen to Raymond E. Plama- 
dore, in La Crosse, Wis., Oct. 4. Bride 
is organist with station WKBH, La 
Crosse; he’s announcer on station. 


Bernadene Wagner to William 
Van, Oct. 12, in Las. Vegas, Nev. Both 
in sales promotion for CBS in 
Hollywood. 


Ray Charles and Bee Arden, in 
| Chicago, Oct. 16. Both are mem- 
'bers of vocal quartet known as the 
Four Top Notes 

Ann Loring to Herbert Rudley, in 
| Greenwich, Conn., Oct. 9. Both are 
|legit players, 

June Knight to Harry Packer, in 
Yuma, Ariz., Oct. 19. Bride is a film 
| actress, 

Steffi Duna to Dennis O'Keefe, in 
Phoenix, Ariz., Oct. 20. Both are 
picture players. 

Nina Dainty to Ernest Laemmle 
in Yuma, Ariz., Oct. 9. He was 
nephew of Carl Laemmle and is a 
scenarist; bride is writer. 








her face as well as 21 permanent in- 


juries, including damage to her hear- 


|ing. Nurse testified that they first 
| quarrelled in 1937 when Fisher in- 
|jJured her arm and shoulder, but that 
{she returned to his Park avenue, 
N. Y., apartment a week later and 
remained until the final holocaust in 
Aug,ust, 1939. 


Fisher “denied any knowledge of 


the assault. Counter-claims of 
drunkenness were made by both 
sides. 





Rosten’s Film Work 

Leo Rosten (Leonard Q. Ross of 
the New Yorker) has returned to 
work on the sociological study of 
| Hollywood which he has been mak- 
ing on Carnegie and Rockefeller 
Foundation grants. A former eco- 
nomic professor at the University of 
Chicago, he was called from Holly- 
wood to Washington for a _ three- 
month stint as an advisor on part of 
the defense program. 

Rosten’s three-volume work on 
the film industry will be published 
next March by Harcourt-Brace. He 
has been working on it for three 
years with a corps of 14 researchers. 
Grants totaled $100,000. 





| 





Franco-U. S. News Syndicate 
Pierre Lazareff, refugee editor of 
the Paris-Soir, No. 1 French daily, 
now in New York, and George Kes- 
sel, former ace writer on the Paris- 
Soir, also in the U. S. currently, are 
planning a Franco-American news 
syndicate setup. 

Both have widespread literary 
contacts on both sides of the pond. 





Literati Show in Mpls. 
Latest in way of ‘shows’ in Minne- 
| apolis, where so many new types of 
_ Shows get started, is an ‘Arts and 
| Books Show’ at the Auditorium. 
Such lecturers as Vincent Sheean, 
| Will Durant and Louis Untermeyer 
| are headliners, and books, works of 
| art and similar related objects are on 
display. A local group conceived 





|ing Powers’ 20 years as a newsman. 


BIRTHS 


| Mr. and Mrs. Carl Bonner, son, in 
Detroit, Oct. 13. Father is orchestra 
leader; parents formerly were dance 
| team of Carl and Leona Bonner. 

Mrs. and Mrs. Jose Ferrer, daugh- _ 
ter, Oct. 15, in New York. Parents 
lare legit players; mother is Uta 
| Hagen. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Workman, 
daughter, in Fresno, Cal., Oct. 6, 
Father is manager of Tower theatre 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert McKee, 
| daughter, in Chicago, Oct. 1. Mother’s 
iformer Billie Mulvihill, Pittsburgh 
lactress formerly with Samuel Gold- 
wyn as Evelyn Terry; father’s doing 
| radio work in Chicago. 





| Mr. and Mrs. Howard W. R. 
| Sturgess, son, in Saginaw, Mich., 
Oct. 12. Father is owner of Gem 


ltheatre, Detroit; son will be named 
for W. R. Sturgess, Republic sales- 
man, the grandfather 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kelly, 
|daughter, Oct. 14, in Milford, Conn. 
|'Father’s engineer at WICC, Bridge- 
port. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Mason Brown, 
son, in New York Oct. 18. Father is 
drama critic for the N. Y. Post. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lew Wasserman, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Father is Music Corp. of America 
in Hollywood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Ryan, son, 
in New York, Oct. 14. Father 1s 


with the ‘Smoothies’ vocal group; 
mother is non-pro. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carroll O’Meara, 


daughter, in Los Angeles, Oct. 21. 
Father is assistant manager of Young 
& Rubicam agency in Hollywood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Zoog, son, in 
Atlantic City, Oct. 16. Father is 
manager of WFPG (Steel Pier), At- 
lantie City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Newell, daugh- 
ter, in Boston, Sept. 24. He’s an- 
nouncer at WEEI, Boston. 
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German Pix House in N.Y. 


Continued from page 3. 





he forgot to include the gunplay and 
sky battles that might have aroused 
the audience sufficiently from its 
coma to get the message. 

While business was good at the 
96th Street on opening day, there 
was nothing like the excitement 
that attended the preem of the 
scenes of the Polish defeat three 
months before. The house was full, 
put net packed with standees. This 
despite the admonition in the pro- 
gram, ‘Engultig nur 2 Wochen’ 
(Definitely Only Two Weeks). 


Included on the bill also are the 
‘Newest UFA Newsreel’; a_ short, 
‘army, Cavalry and Driving Schools 
at Hanover,’ and another briefie, 
‘Die Hochzeitreise’ (‘The Honey- 
moon’). Newsreel is what brings 
out any latent enthusiasm in the 
theatre’s patrons. For in it are 
plenty of shots of Der Fuehrer and 
the swastika. Both eall forth wild 
cheering, slightly amazing within a 
mile of 100 spots where Adolph 
would be slung from a lamppost be- 
fore he could mutter ‘Lebensraum.’ 

Tough Giver-Uppers 

Another feature at the 96th St. 
theatre is the Teutonic lad in the 
lobby rattling coins in a box which 


asks for contributions to the favor- | 


ite charity of the customer's favorite 
dictator, the German Winter Relief 
Fund. Apparently the Nazi enthusi- 
asm doesn’t extend to the pocket- 
book—or else Yorkvillians are mak- 
ing all their contributions directly to 
relatives in the Reich—as only about 
one in 10 placed a coin in the char- 
ity box. Afternoon crowds, made 
up mostly of German housewives, 
are somewhat more liberal, not only 
in their giving but in their cheer- 
ing of Der Fuehrer. 


‘D III 88,’ which incidentally is) 


the number of a plane, was produced 
for Tobis by Herbert Regie. Story 
is of two young pilots. When bombs 








walls. They’re similar to many news- 
reel shots of the U. S. Army at vari- 
ous training bases. 


The 96th St. theatre’s program, in- 
cidentally, also carries ads for ‘Emp- 
fehlenswerte deutsche Geschaefte’ 
(‘Recommended German _ Stores’). 
| One of these is an outfit which han- 
dles the forwarding of money and 
food to Germany for a fee. The sec- 
ond is for Hans Renz, a jeweler and 
watchmaker, who leaves no doubt 
labout his leanings. Ad carries the 








| line, ‘Ein Deutsches Geshaeft in Wort | 


und Tat’ (A German Business in 


/Word and Deed’). 





No Like Nazi Newsreel 


San Francisco, Oct. 22. 
Newsreel theatre’s stunt of play- 


/ well with film row here, many of 
the boys muttering under their 
‘breaths and one exchange manager 
| going so far as to express himself in 
jterms that were more than mutter- 
ling. Principal burn was over fact 
that reel was left intact, including 
'lengthy montage climax «full of 
|fluttering swastikas and clanking 
|churchbells in jubilation over French 
defeat. 


House operated by Aaron Goldberg 
and Bucky Williams. 





Milwaukee’s Nazi Reels 
Milwaukee, Oct. 22. 


Ordinarily the German Kino, a 
nabe house and only theatre in town 
showing exclusively German motion 
pictures the year around, plays a 
picture only tw6 or three days at 
the most, but ‘Blitzkrieg in Poland,’ 
which Hitler sent into Belgium, Hol- 
,land, Norway and other European 
;countries to terrorize the inhabitants 
'prior to his invasion of their lands, 





jam in the rack of a plane they arej|jc< now in its third week here and 


flying, the one makes an inspection 
and tells his partner it will be im- 
possible to land. The partner bails | 
out and the fellow who said the 


|still doing business. It is adver- 
tised as the official German record 
of the Polish campaign and ‘entirely 


plane couldn't be landed bravely | in English,’ meaning, of course, the 


stays in the machine and sets it 
down lightly as a feather. He be-| 
comes a hero. He also incurs the 
enmity of the other fellow, who later 
purposely tricks him up, grounding | 
both boys for insubordination. (This 
brings out that heroism is rewarded 
by the Luftwaffe, insubordination 
penalized. Get it?). 

Suddenly trouble at sea finds the 


two boys the only fliers around the , 


airport when help is needed. They 
rush to their plane and are to the 
rescue. But they too get in trouble 
and wireless the field that they are 
down. Then ups an old lieutenant, 
a kind of overseer at the field, who 
wheels out of the hangar, where it 
hasn't been used for years, old ‘D 
IiI 88,’ which he flew in the World 
War. He sights the boys, makes 


contact with a ship to pick them up/the Federal Communications Com-| 
mission last spring has apparently | 


and then alights on the sea to die 
peacefully, his duty done. He had 
been previously warned of his weak 
heart, but failed to pay attention 
when the Reich needed him. 
Theme Song 

Words to the march used through- 

out the film are printed on back of 


the program. It’s called ‘Flieger 
Sind Sieger’ (‘Fliers are Victors’). 
It goes: 


We chase through the air like 
Wotan’s wild army, 
We look through breaks in the 


clouds and thunder over the 
sea, 


We are carried high by the sway, 
well over hills and valleys, 
When the propellor sings in the 

early morning sun. 
(Refrain) 
are victors, 
always ready. 
are victors, 
Germany’s greatness. 

Newsreel is preceded by an un- 
billed sequence on Japan, clearly an 
effort to promote good feeling as 
— of the recent tripartite pact. 

ther titles in the news are ‘The 
~érman superhighways are also be- 
ing built during the war; interesting 

talian pioneer exercises with special 
bloneer tanks; German furloughers 
(this shows soldiers at an amusement 
park; there seems to be a note of 
Sadness in the gay time they are sup- 
Posed to be having); visit of Der 
uehrer to the Krupp works; the 
victor (commanding officer) at Nar- 
hee visits Der Fuehrer; blockade 
At und England; pictures from the 
é Tican war theatre (Italians bomb- 
ing Sidi Barrani); German war navy 
> action (torpedoes shown leaving 
en battleship and a torpedo 
Sewn striking another ship, but 
Whether it’s the same torpedo is 
Something else again; also not clear 
that it’s a British ship hit). 

Scenes in the short on the training 
Schools are rather interesting, show- 
‘Ng, in slow motion, equipment being 
Pulled by horses and tractors, which 
Stop at nothing, 


Fliers 
Are 
Fliers 
For 


titling. 

Theatre is situated in a strongly 
German district,, and so far the 
‘Blitzkrieg’ film has been tolerantly 
|received and without any open op- 
position 





U.S. Television 


Continued from page 1 





a jog and incipient war may stop 
}it altogether. Thus at the unfor- 
|seeable end of the present world 
| war, America may still have failed 

to take the leadership away from 

London. 

blow to RCA’s midriff delivered by 


| taken most of the wind and Aght out 
of that organization. Faced with the 
Government philosophy that all 
'must wait for the slowest among 
them and with no plausible way of 
getting back any portion of an al- 


ready staggering investment in tele-| 


vision, RCA is understood to be loath 
to go beyond routine programs such 
as recommence this weekend. 


These factors are now present in 
the television situation: 


1. General stalling by all parties. 
| 2. The possibility of national de- 


fense or war putting television on} 


| the shelf for an indefinite period. 

3. The confusion factor introduced 
by CBS publicizing of ‘color tele- 
vision.’ 


| 4. The probable seeking of new 
}alliances by television companies to | 


share the program burden possibly 
with Hollywood. 
RCA—Metre Link? 
Unverifiable reports 
tioned that David Sarnoff’s present 
trip to the Pacific coast was for the 


purpose of conferring on possible 
future television relationship  be- 
tween NBC and Metro-Goldwyn- | 
Mayer. However, the official and 


'only statement is that the head of 


| RCA went west for the first time in| 


! 


seven years only as a matter of 
|pleasure and renewal of business 
contacts. 

| Until the FCC’s action in bringing 
|RCA-NBC up short in a just- 
launched sales promotion campaign 
\it was commonly stated that the 
radio industry wished to control 
television to the exclusion of Holly- 
wood. Now, however it is thought 


| 


| partner. 
| for television is a terrific load to 
carry and it is doubtful that as 
things now stand RCA could justify 


including brick | new huge experimental program @X- Raron Elliett Ore 


ing a Nazi newsreel didn’t set so! 


The stunning solar plexus | 


have men-| 


that Hollywood may be a natural) 


The overhead of program creation | 


penditures to its stockholders. CBS, 
of course has frankly no intention of 
doing anything more than shadow- 
boxing. Recently when its one-man 
engineering department Peter Gold- 
mark, rushed in a demonstration of 
color television (using a_ super- 
imposed mechanical scanning prin- 
ciple) the immediate result was to 
steal the show from RCA-NBC. The 
FCC was delighted for reasons of 
its own. Meantime little is heard of 
the Paramount-Dumont partnership. 


Between the present national de- 
fense situation the planting of the 
thought that television should begin 
with color and not ordinary black 
'and white, and the slow mending of 
bruises, the great advantage America 
was expected to have over England 
when BBC’s comparatively advanced 
television was abandoned has per- 
haps already been lost. After a 
Spurt of progress all real advance- 
ment has stopped on this side. 








Lebiang-Postal Agcy. 
Further Shaken Up 


Leblang-Postal ticket agency, 
|which underwent changes recently 
;when Tillie Leblang Jasie was made 
| president again and her daughter, 
| Etta, named treasurer, has had fur- 
ither personnel changes and several 
withdrawals. Friction appears to 
have cropped up over the insistance 
that the agency be entirely systema- 
tized, staff not being in agreement 
over the ideas coming principally 
from the state banking department’s 
representative, business being in re- 
ceivership. 


There were three letouts when the 
switch in officers was effected. Sev- 
eral weeks ago Bob Frey, one of 
the agency’s key men, resigned. He 
had been in charge of the Postal de- 
partment since it was incorporated 
jin the Leblang enterprise. Last 
week Benny Kaiden, a mainstay at 
the premium ticket counter, also 
handed in his notice. 


Further changes are likely. Le- 
blang’s is among the ‘big three’ of 
Broadway ticket agencies, along 
| with McBride’s and Tyson (Sullivan- 
| Kay). 











FILM BIZ IN INDIA HIT 
Bombay, Oct. 1. 


Business generally—and the film 
industry in particular—has been 


|perturbed by the recent increase of | 


| 12% % in railway freight rates 
throughout India. 


| Unlike some other trades the film 


| industry cannot transfer the burden | 


'to the consumer, because of the im- 


| 4 © 4 : . . . 
|possibility of increasing admission | tee enes 
Villanova-Detroit ,....ccsceeeeees 


| rates. 





| 


| 
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Northwood Inn } Raul & Eva Reyes 

| Hartzells | Adel Mara 

Curtiss & Claire Xavier Cugat Ore 

Marie Hollis | San Diego 

Sammy. Dibert Ore Winston & Lolette 
Palm Beach Hose Marie Shawn 

| Dale Rhodes Merle & Gaylord 

13 Jacksons George Presnell 

| Ruth Rave Al Alexander Ore 

;} Cheney & Harley Verne's 

Paul Burton Orc len Fries Co 

| Carlos Vesta Kola & Victoria 

| Huck’s Redford Inn | Marcia Hasting 


Ann Starr 
| Harry Collet Ore 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 


| Londonaires 


Mac McGraw Orc 

Club Royale 
; Paul Rosini 
Sylvia Froos 
Faye & Wellington 
Royaleites 
| J Burkharth Ore Ped 

Pi aro 

Statier Hotel ¢ 
| Carmen Castillo | Carmen Regal 
Lina Romay Betty Young 
Miguelito Valdes Paddy La Bato 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village Singing Marines 
|Tleen Morrow Blanche Bradley 
‘4 Merrivals Pierce & Roland 
Curtis Marionettes Penner & Swift 
Bob Copl } 
Otto Thurn Ore 

Jose Mora 

College Inn Ronian Armenrod 


+ 


Wonder Bar 
Deleon (4) 
Laplaya Dancers 


Hotel Statler 


nd Or« 


atalina Rolon 


Jack & Eddie's 
Rubertino, Roberts 
Habe Sherman 
Arlene Rice Ore 


Hy Baron Orc ( 
Eddie, Sid & Val 


Freddie's Cafe 
| Art Lackey Ore 
Valentine Vox 
Ruth Dennin 
Yvonne Moray 
Eddie Barnes 
Gourmet Club | 
E Robinson Orc 
Lee Bartell 
Four Bobbettes 
Bill Lockman 
Hotel Allerton 
Grant Wilson 


La Conga Club 


Ramon Arias Ore 


Lindsay's Bar 
Roy-Raysor 
Judy Preston 
Pearl DeLucca 

Mound’s Club 
¥d Prussin Ore 





Marilyn Maynard PeeRy Fears 
Hotel Carter Sammy Walsh 
| Versatilians Ohio Villa 
| Bob Opitz Benny Fields 
Hotel Cleveland Castle & Barrett 


: Jay, Lou Seiler 
| Pa sndarvis Or pa ‘ 
Paul Pence Alice Purnell Line 


Hotel Sterling M’rice Spitalny Orc 
| Marty Lake Orc | 
| Marion Bowen 

| Art Cutlip 


| Hotel Hoiienden 


|'Mary Stanwyck 

| Frances Paul 

Pat Dennis 

' Parisian Divorcees 


Football 


By Dick Fishell 


(WHN, N. Y., Sports Commentator) 





Manhattan—Duquesne 
The Manhattan Jaspers are under- 
manned and playing a suicide sched- 
ule. The Dukes are too strong, and 


| will win going away. 


Alabama—Mississippi State 





State is the dark horse of the 
south, but "Bama showed a strong 


|running game while going down be- 


| 
} 








| 
| 


Bills Next Week | 


fore Tennessee. Alabama in a close 
one, 
Arkansas—Mississippi 
Ole Miss wil] run rough-shod over 
the Razorbacks. 
Baylor—Texas A. & M. 
Baylor’s tough, but the Texas Ag- 
gies are out to break the jinx and 
win a southwest title two years in a 
row. The Aggies on top. 
Brown—Holy Cross 
The Crusaders have had tough 
luck with injuries. So, it’s out on a 
weak limb with Brown on the very 
short end. 
Columbia—Syracuse 
Columbia’s unbeaten while Syra- 


juries. Undefeated Georgetown is a 
| veteran machine that will have no 
trouble getting the decision. 


North Carolina—Tulane 
Tulane is long on manpower, but 
its passing game is nil. ‘Sweet’ Lal- 
anne will pass the Carolinas to a 
victory. 
Northwestern—Indiana 
Indiana has yet to prove itself, 
Northwestern has already passed the 
test. .Despite the loss of DeCor- 
revant, Northwestern has enough 
ball-toting to get the edge. 


Princeton—Rutgers 
Rutgers may be difficult, but the 
Princeton Viger will evenually claw 
him for victory. 


Purdue—Wisconsin 
Purdue’s the favorite, but it’s 
Wisconsin to take to the air to upset 
the Boilermakers. 
Rice—Texas 
Texas should mow ’em down. 
Stanford—U. S. C. 








Probable Football Winners 


(And Proper Odds) 





GAME 
Duquesne-Manhattan .... 
Alabama-Miss. State 
Arkansas-Mississippi 
Baylor-Texas A & M 
Brown-Holy Cross 
Columbia-Syracuse 
Cornell-Ohio State 
Fordham-St. Mary’s 
Georgia Tech-Auburn 
Harvard-Dartmouth 
Tilinois-Notre Dame 
L. S. U.-Vanderbilt 
Michigan-Pennsylvania 
Michigan State-Santa Clara 
Minnesota-Iowa 
Nebraska-Missouri 
N. Y¥. U.-Georgetown 
North Carolina-Tulane 
Northwestern-Indiana ............ 
Princeton-Rutgers 
Purdue-Wisconsin 
par ys eee ere 
Stanford-U. S. C. ... 
Temple-Penn State 
Army-Lafayette 
U. C. L. A.-Oregon State 
Wake Forest-Duke 
Washington-California 
Yale-Navy 
Georgia-Kentucky 


eeeeeereneee ee 


ee ee ee ey 


eoreeeseeerres 


ee ee 


ee ee 


eee ereeoerereseee 


eevee esreeeeee ee 


erceesrseeoseerseee eee 


eoveceesseeseees 





see renee eeee 


Boxscore to Date 
Right, 63; Wrong, 20; Ties, 5; Pct., .75 
(Ties Not Counted) 


Southern Cal. is cumbersome, 

WINNER ODDS 
oDUMUCEBO cocccccccecs awieareh 3-1 
SE. Sc 06eeaee cue eee 6-5 
. erry vec beboneeae ee 4-1 
- MOS BO UE cnc vccste shee 4-1 
. ... are So ceaeeduas etneeé 1-4 
. ..... Serer rery rT) Terre 1-2 
, Cornell yee tere re 2-1 
S00 eee re eee eee 4-1 
, &  Sererrre rire 2-1 
Sl Bee eee ee ee . 8-5 
YY. . P| wrervorrerrtriere 3-1 
, oe rrr bua. se a aera 6-5 
SESS. Gah aan ae eas cere ee 
SD oC Séineee tlea ee eas 4 Even 
~~ ES 6 6.0 06 00k 006 os2 2 3-1 
JD -.. vescetieaaakea ae 12-5 
Sl ee eee eee 3-1 
, MOree DOrelMe . oi ccsccccas Even 
, ORUMWOREOIM oo cesses ve 3-1 
Sl eee eee 3-1 
-¢ EE gb 5S w'da ad00'ss b00 5-9 
pee 4.2.5 n 05s Pee OAS a nous 9-5 

GL. «= ore Gad easne eae ws Even 
A re es eee ree Even 
a iate ln Peat AS eae eerelen 8-5 
a... fo rer re Even 
. Pere r eee. Sere ere 12-5 
y  ) Se re rre eT ee cere e 3-1 
ae err ey a ere erie ere 2-1 
. Kentucky 7-5 ° 
. Villanova 7-5 

759. 








| cuse has been knocked around. Co- 
lumbia is looking ahead to its Cor- 


nell clash and might underestimate | 


permit a 
the 


which would 
Syracuse turns 


Syracuse, 

major upset. 
| trick. 
Cornell—Ohio State 

Ohio State’s championship hopes 

| have been smashed. There’s dissen- 

lsion in the ranks, while Cornell is 

heading for top honors. A victory 

for Cornell to keep its record clean. 
Fordham—St. Mary’s 

St. Mary’s is mediocre, while the 


Fordham Rams have too much on 

| the ball. 

Geergia Tech—Auburn 
Auburn is stout defensively, but 


|Tech’s hipper-dipper should give it 
| enough points to finish on the long 
end. 

Harvard—Dartmouth 


| Dartmouth to take another on the | 


chin, 
Illinois—Notre Dame 
Here’s another track meet as 
Notre Dame warms up for bigger 


and better things. 
L. S. U.—Vanderbilt 
| JZwuisiana is about ready. Com- 
|mences by tripping Vanderbilt. 
Michigan—Pennsylvania 

The battle of high scores as Rea- 
'gan meets Harmon. Penn is slight- 
‘ly over-rated, while Michigan has 
|met tougher opposition. Harmon 
goes to town as Michigan conquers. 


Michigan State—Santa Clara 


| 


‘fair. Playing on its own ground, | 
| Michigan State gets the nod , 
| Minnesota—Iow2a 
Iowa may cause trouble, but it 
| should be a Minnesota day. 
Nebraska-Missouri 
Missouri has Paul Christman—— 


| Clara is n.g., while State is pretty 


Thirty-Seven Club | that’s all. Nebraska will powerhouse 


|its way toward the Big Six crown. 
N. Y. U.—Georgetown 


The Violets are beset with in- 


while Stanford is streamlined. Stan- 
ford to do enough scoring for a win. 


Temple—Penn State 


State’s good, but if Temple im- 
|proves, as it has recently, it'll 
lemerge victorious via’ the aerial 
| route, 


Army Lafayette 
Lafayette’s no pushover, but the 
Soldiers finally get a win under 
their belts. 
U. C. L. A.—Oregon State 
The Uclans are folding. Oregon 
has yet to reach its peak. State on 
top. 
Wake Forest—Duke 
Duke will not be beaten here. 
Washington—California 
Washington’s roaring now and will 
continue its winning ways. 
Yale—Navy 
Yale beat a poor Dartmouth team, 
while the Sailors really have 
thing. Navy to smash its way to a 
good margin over the Bulldogs, 
Georgia—Kentucky 


some- 


Georgia’s sophomore team doesn’t 
'seem to have enough to turn 
the Kentuckians. 
Villanova—Detroit 
| Nick Basca will pass the Villano- 
vans to victory (Sunday game). 


—* 
Yati\n 
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Comic Turns Promoter 
Mexico City, Oct. 22. 

‘Cantinflas’ (Mariano Moreno), ace 
tramp comic current at the Follies 
| Bergeres, has decided to put his save 
ings into a pop amusement enter- 
prise. 
| With his manager, Manolo Ferran- 
diz, the comic has aranged to be- 
come a boxing impresario. They are 
to back the forthcoming fisticuffs 
'season at the new Arena Nacional 
here. 
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LOST word 





There is a word that has become lost in the world of radio. 


Nobody uses it. No mind turns to it as to a needed and 
familiar aid. 


‘Talk of radio and world news and you’ll not speak it, for 
you'll need roomy phrases... 


Talk of radio as fun, and you won’t either, for you’ll be 
talking in millions about Major Bowes or Kate Smith fans. 


Or talk of radio as an advertising medium and you won’t 
go near it, for you’ll spin endless success stories and really 
pull out the verbal stops. The truth is that radio is now so 
vast, so sprawling, so splayed out over states, countries, con- 
tinents, seas, that the mind reaches always for the vast 
image, the big, big word, to attempt to meet this giant on 
its own ground. 


How long since you’ve heard anybody use the word 
“smaller” about radio? 


Yer there is one thing about radio that has been growing 
smaller for years. 

That thing is the cost of reaching a radio listener. 

‘Today it’s just about half what it was four years ago. 
About half is a whole lot smaller. 


And that “smaller” is maybe the biggest thing (there we 
go again) any advertiser should consider as he considers 


radio of 1940. 


Flow did that “smaller” happen? 
Many things happened to make it happen. 
First of all something happened to this country. By 1930 


Americans already liked radio—it wasn’t a gadget or a gag 
any more; it worked, it amused and interested them. And 
they liked it fine. ‘Twelve million families liked it enough 


to own a radio set. 


Then from 1930 onwards, this country went overboard 
about radio, went hungrily, happily mad about radio. And 
now in 1940, twenty-eight million families own a radio. 
Or two or three or more radios. 


(Regard that a minute. A country that has twenty million 


families without a telephone has only four million families 
without a radio! ) 


Secondly, going overboard, and being American with the 
American’s energy and enthusiasm, something happened 
to the habits of listening in this land. In 1930, the average 
radio family listened 3.9 hours a day. ‘Today 867 of all 
radio families listen an average of over five hours a day— 
about 126 million hours a day, every day, of listening. 


It’s crazy, sure. It’s impossible, maybe. But programs have 
got better, habits have got fixed, and that’s how repeated 
polls, surveys, competitive surveys, non-competitive sur- 
veys, joint surveys, make it come out. That’s America for 
you—nothing half-hearted about the way it goes for what 
it likes and wants and needs. 


Ana while these two things were happening to the coun- 
try (item: increase in ownership; item: increase in listen- 
ing), two other things were happening to CBS. 


In those same ten years CBS grew from 61 stations to 110 
—and its own listeners incréased from over seven million 
families to over twenty-seven million a day. 


And CBS programs grew too— grew in human appeal, in 
expertness; some got funnier, others finer, all found more 
and surer ways to make people look forward to them, never 


miss them, talk a lot of them to friends and neighbors. 


This isn’t just a theory. In the last four years alone, the 
typical CBS evening half-hour program has gone up 99% 
on the CAB program ratings. 997! 


Which means that the typical CBS evening half-hour pro- 
gram today is heard by twice as many families out of every 
hundred radio families as four years ago. With millions 


more radio families to draw on for that “twice as many’’. 


And that’s expansion on every frontier—ownership, 
listening, CBS station growth, CBS popularity. 


The only contented laggards in all this forward march have 
been CBS time and radio talent costs. Tieir tempo has been 


quiet. They have been taking it easy. 


Regard this one fact against all the preceding expansion 
and acceleration, and you come smack up against a mighty 
piece of news: 


In actually delivered, listening audience, CBS today gives 
you nearly two thousand families at a price which got you 
only one thousand families just four years ago. 

So CBS today is not only delivering the largest, most inter- 
ested, most listening audience it ever has... 


The net cost per listener in that audience is smaller than 
ever before, 


It’s the biggest “smaller” in advertising history. 





The detailed and charted facts behind this piece are brought together in a beoklet, ‘More foe 
the Money."” It will be sent at your request. Write te 485 Madison Avenue, New York City, 


——— 





